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PREFACE. 


Foreword, 

In presenting to the public a new edition of Thomas 
Taylor’s “ Select Works of Plotinus ’* it will not be 
out of place to show cause for what may be consicU'-i-ed 
by many a somewhat temerous proceeding. What has 
the present English-reading public to do with Plotinus ; 
what still further has it to do with the translations of 
Tliomas Taylor ? 

In the following paragraphs I hope to show that the 
temper of the public mind of to-day, with regal'd to 
the problems of religion and philosojihy, is very similar 
to that of the times of Plotinus. The public interest 
in the philosophy of mysticism and theosophical specu- 
lation has so largely developed during the last twenty 
years that a demand for books treating of Neopla- 
tonism and kindred subjects is steadily increasing. 

Now of Neoplatonism Plotinus was the eoryjilueus, 
if not the founder. What Plato was to Socrates, Plo- 
tinus was to his master. Ammonias Saccas. Neither 
Socrates nor Ammonius committed anything to writing; 
Plato and Plotinus were the great expounders of the 
tenets of their respective schools, and, as far as we can 
judge, far transcended their teachers in brilliancy of 
genius. Therefore, to the student of Neoplatonism, 



PREFACE. 


viii 

the works of Plotinus are the most indispensable docu 
ment, and the basis of the whole system. Just as 
no Platonic philosojiher transcended the genius of 
Plato, so no Neoplatonic philosopher surpassed the 
genius of Plotinus. 

The “Enneads” of Plotinus are, as Harnack says, 
“ the primary and classical document of Neoplatonism ; ” 
of that docuiTumt there is no translation in the English 
language. Tliere are complete translations in Latin, 
Erench, and Germtin, but English scholarship has till 
now entirely neglected Plotinus, who, so far from 
being inferior to his great master Plato, was thought 
to bo a reincarnation of his genius. (‘‘ Ita ejus siinilis 
jn^Ucdtus lit . . . in hoc die revixisse piitandiis sit ."' — 
St. Augustine, De Civitate Dei,” viii. 12.) A glance at 
the Bibliography at the end of this Preface will show 
the reader that though French and German scholars 
have laboured in this field with marked industry and 
success, English scholarship has left the pioneer work 
of Thomas Taylor (in the concluding years of the 
past century and the opening years of the present) 
entirely unsupported. Taylor devoted upwards of fifty 
years of unremitting toil to the restoration of Greek 
philosophy, e.spccially that of Plato and the Neopla- 
tonists. In the midst of great opposition and adverse 
criticism he laboured on single-handed. As Th. M. 
Johnson, the editor of “ ThePlatonist,” and an enthu- 
siastic admirer of Taylor, says, in the preface to his 
translation of throe treatises of Plotinus : 

“ This wonderful genius and profound philosopher 
devoted his wdiole life to the elucidation and propa- 
gation of the Platonic philosophy. By his arduous 
labours modern times became acquainted with many 
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of the works of Plotinus, Porphyry, Proclus, etc. 
Since Taylor’s time something has boon known of 
Plotinus, but he is still to many a iiH're naiiio.” 

Taylor was a pioneer, and of pioneers we do not 
demand the building of government roads, it is true 
that the j)erfected scholarship of our own times 
demands a higher standard of translation than Taylor 
presents : but what was true of his critics then, is true 
of his critics to-day : though tliey may know more 
(Ireek, lie knew more Plato. The present translation 
nevertheless is rpiite faithful enough for all ordinary 
purposes. Taylor was more than a soliolar, he was a 
philosoiiher in the Platonic scnsij of the word ; and the 
translations of Taylor are still in great re(iUost, and 
command so high a price in the second-hand market 
that slender purses cannot procure them. The exjiense 
and labour of preparing a comi)lete translation of the 
‘‘Enneads,” however, is too great a risk without lirst 
testing the public interest by a mnv edition of the only 
partial translation of any size which we ])ossess. A 
new edition of Taylor’s “ Select Works of Plotinus” 
is, therefore, presented to the public in the hope that 
it may pave the way to a complete translation of th(3 
works of the greatest of the Neoplatonists. That the 
signs of the times presage an ever-growing interest in 
such subjects, and that it is of great importance to 
learn what solution one of the most penetrating minds 
of antiquity had to offer of problems in religion and 
philosophy that are insistently pressing upon us to- 
day, will be seen from the following considerations. 
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Then and Now. 

The early centuries of the Christian era are perhaps 
the most interesting epoch that can engage the atten- 
tion of the student of history. The conquests of Rome 
had opened up communication with the most distant 
parts of her vast empire, and seemed to the conquerors 
to have united even the ends of the earth. The thought 
of the Orient and Occident met, now in conflict, now 
in friendly embrace, and the cliief arena for the enact- 
ment of this intellectual drama was at Alexandria. 
As Vachcrot says : 

Alexandria, at the time when Ammonius Saccas 
began to teach, had become the sanctuary of universal 
wisdom. The asylum of the old tradition of the East, 
it was at the same time the birth-place of new doc* 
trines. It was at Alexandria that the school of Philo 
represented hellonizing Judaism ; it was at Alexandria 
that the Gnosis synthesized all the traditions of 
Syria, of Chakbea, of Persia, blended with Judaism, 
with Christianity, and even with Greek philosophy. 
The school of the Alexandrian fathers raised Christian 
thought to a height which it was not to surpass, and 
wliich was to strike fear into the heart of the ortho- 
doxy of the Councils. A strong life flowed in the veins 
of all these schools and vitalized all their discussions. 
Philo, Basilides, Valentinus, Saint Clement, and Origen, 
opened up for the mind new vistas of thought, and 
unveiled for it mysteries which the genius of a Plato 
or an Aristotle had never fathomed ’’ (i. 331). 

Indeed, the time was one of great strain, physical, 
intellectual, and spiritual ; it was, as Zeller says, “ a 
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time in which the nations had lost their independence, 
the popular religions their power, the national forms 
of culture their peculiar stamp, in part if not wholly ; 
in which the supports of life on its material, as well 
as on its spiritual side, had been broken asunder, and 
the great civilizations of the world were impressed 
with the consciousness of their own downfall, and witli 
the prophetic sense of the approach of a new era ; a 
time in which the longing after a new and more satis- 
fying form of spiritual being, a fellowship that should 
embrace all peoples, a form of belief that should bear 
men over all the misery of the present, and tranquillize 
the desire of the soul, was universal ” (v. 
quoted by Mozlcy). 

Such was the state of alTairs tlien, and very similar 
is the condition of things in our own day. It requires 
no great effort of the imagination for even the most 
superiicial student of the history of these times, to s('(i 
a marked similarity between the general unrest and 
searching after a new ideal that marked that period 
of brilliant intellectual development, and the uncer- 
tainty and eager curiosity of tlio ])]iblic niind in the 
tlosing years of the nineteenth century. 

The tendency is the same in kind, but not in degret;. 
To-day life is far more intense, thought more active, 
experience more extended, the need of the solution of 
the problem more pressing. It is not Home who has 
united the nations under her yoke, it is the conquests 
of physical science that have in truth united the ends 
of the earth, and built up an arterial and nervous 
system for our common mother which she has never 
previously possessed. It is not the philosophy of 
Greece and Rome that are meeting together ; it is not 
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oven the philosophy of the then confined Occident 
meeting with the somewhat vague and unsystematized 
ideas of the then Orient; it is the meeting of the 
great waters, the developed thought and industrious 
observation of the whole Western world meeting with 
the old slow stream of the ancient and modern East. 

The great impetus that the study of oriental lan- 
guages has received during the last hundred years, the 
radical changes that the study of Sanskrit has wrought 
in the whole domain of philology, have led to the 
initiation of a science of comparative religion which is 
slowly but surely modifying all departments of thought 
with which it comes in contact. To-day it is not 
a Marcion who queries the authenticity of texts, but 
the ‘‘higher criticism” that has once for all struck 
the death-blow to mere bible fetishism. The conflict 
between religion and science, which for more than 
two hundred years lias raged so fiercely, has produced 
a. generation that longs and searches for a reconcilia- 
tion. The pendulum has swung from the extreme 
of blind and ignorant faith, to the extreme of pseudo- 
scientific materialism and negation ; and now swings 
back again towards faith once more, but faith rationa- 
lized by a scientific study of the psychological pro- 
blems which, after a couple of centuries of denial, 
once more press upon the notice of the western nations. 
The pendulum swings back towards belief once more ; 
the phenomena of spiritualism, hypnotism, and psy- 
chism generally, are compelling investigation, and 
that investigation forces us to recognize that these 
factors must be taken into serious account, if we are 
to trace the sweep of human evolution in all its 
details, and have a right understanding of the history 
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of civilization. The religious factor, which has been 
either entirely neglected by scientific evolutionists, or 
has remained with an explanation that is at best fan- 
tastically inadequate, must be taken into primary 
account ; and with it the psychic nature of man must 
be profoundly studied, if the problem of religion is to 
receive any really satisfactory solution. 

Thus it is that there is a distinct tendency in the 
public thought of to-day towards a modified mysticism. 
It is a time also when the human heart questions as 
well as the head ; the great social problems wliich cry 
out for solution — over-population, the sweating sys- 
tem, the slavery of over- competition — breed strikes, 
socialism, anarchy ; in brief, the desire for betterment. 
Humanitarianism, altruism, fraternity, the idea of a 
universal religion, of a league of peace, such ideas 
appear beautiful ideals to the sorely- sufieriiig and over- 
driven men and women of to-day. Yes, the times are 
very like, then and now ; and once more the hope 
that mystic religion has ever held out, is offered. But 
mysticism is not an unmixed blessing. Psychism dogs 
its heels; and hence it is that the history of the past 
shows us that wherever mysticism has arisen, there 
psychism, with its dangers, errors, and insanities, has 
obscured it. Have we not to-day amongst us crowds 
of phenomenalists, searchers after strange arts, diabo- 
llsts, symbolists, etc., a renaissance of all that the 
past tells us to avoid. All these vagaries obscure the 
true mystic way, and at no time previously do we find 
the various factors so distinctly at work as in the 
first centuries of the Christian era. It was against all 
these enormities and the wild imaginings that invari- 
ably follow, when the strong power of mystic religion 
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is poured into human thought, that Plotinus arose, tc 
revive the dialectic of Plato and rescue the realms of 
pure philosophy from the hosts of disorderly specula- 
tion, while at the same time brilliantly defending the 
best that mysticism offered. It will, therefore, be of 
great interest, for those who are inclined to believe in 
mystical religion in the present day, to consider the 
views of perhaps the most acute reasoner of the 
Greek philosophers, who not only combined the Aris- 
totelean and Platonic methods, but also added a refined 
and pure mysticism of his own, which the times of 
Plato and Aristotle were unable to produce. 

The reader will doubtless be anxious to learn what 
was the attitude of Plotinus to Christianity, and 
whether the Christian doctrine had any influence on 
the teachings of the greatest of the Neoplatonists. 
Much has been written on the influence of Christianity 
on Neoplatonism and of Neoplatonism on Christianity, 
especially by German scholars, but it is safer to avoid 
all extreme opinions and be content with the moderate 
view of Harnack, that “ the influence of Christianity — 
whether Gnostic or Catholic — on Neoplatonism was 
at no time very considerable,** and with regard to the 
first teachers of the school entirely unnoticeable. 
Nevertheless, since Neoplatonism originated in Alex- 
andria, where Oriental modes of worship were acces- 
sible to everyone, and since the Jewish philosophy had 
also taken its place in the literary circles of Alexan- 
dria, we may safely assume that even the earliest of 
the Neoplatonists possessed an acquaintance with 
Judaism and Christianity. But if we search Plotinus 
for evidence of any actual influence of Jewish and 
Christian phraseology, we search in vain ; and tho 
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existence of any such influence is all the more unlikely 
because it is only the later Neoplatonism that offers 
striking and deep-rooted parallels to Philo and the 
Gnostics.** But Porphyry (c. xvi.) distinctly states 
that the Gnostics against whom Plotinus wrote, were 
Christians. 

And yet there can be no doubt, that the strong 
spiritual life and hope which the teaching of the Christ 
inspired in the hearts of his hearers, brought a reality 
into men*s lives that would not be content with the 
mere envisagement of a cold ideal. Those w ho were 
fired with this hope, taught that tliis ideal was realiz- 
able, nay, that it had alread}^ been realized. With 
such a fervid spirit of hope and enthusiasm aroused, 
philosophy had to look to its laurels. And in the 
words of ^Eozley, based on Vacherot, “ the idiilosophers 
W'ere kindled by a sense of rivalry ; they felt, present 
in the world and actually working, a power such as 
they themselves sought to exercise, moralizing and 
ordering the hearts of men ; and this stirred them to 
find a parallel power on their owni side, and the nearest 
approach to it, both in character and degree, was 
found in Plato. To Plato they turned themselves with 
the fervour of pupils towards an almost unerring 
master ; but they selected from Plato those elements 
which lay on the same line as that Christian teaching 
whose power elicited their rivalry.** 

Nor were the better instructed of the Christian 
fathers free from a like rivalry with the philosophers ; 
and from this rivalry arose the symbols of the Church 
and the subtleties of an Athanasius. Curiously enough 
in our own days we notice a like rivalry in Christian 
^apologetics in contact with the great eastern religious 
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systems ; a number of the most enlightened Christian 
writers striving to show that Christianity, in its purest 
and best sense, rises superior to what is best in the 
Orient. The theory of direct borrowing on either side, 
however, has to be abandoned ; indirect influence is a 
thing that cannot be denied, but direct plagiarism is 
unsupported by any evidence that has yet been dis- 
covered. As Max Muller says : 

The difficulty of admitting any borrowing on the 
part of one religion from another is much greater 
than is commonly supposed, and if it has taken 
place, there seems to me only one way in which it can 
be satisfactorily established, namely, by the actual 
occurrence of foreign words which retain a certain 
unidiomatic appearance in the language to which they 
have been transferred. It seems*impossible that any 
religious community should have adopted the funda- 
mental principles of religion from another, unless- 
their intercourse was intimate and continuous — in fact, 
unless they could freely express their thoughts in a 
common language. . . . 

Nor should we forget that most religions have a 
feeling of hostility towards other religions, and that 
they are not likely to borrow from others which in 
their most important and fundamental doctrines they 
consider erroneous** ('‘Theosophy, or Psychological 
Beligion,*’ London, 1893, pp. 367-369). 

And though Plotinus cannot be said to have borrowed 
directly either from Christianity or other oriental 
ideas, nevertheless it is beyond doubt that he was 
acquainted with them, and that too most intimately. 
By birth he was an Egyptian of Lycopolis (Sivouth) ; 
for eleven years he attended the school of Ammonius 
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at Alexandria; his interest in the systems of the 
further East was so great, that he joined the expedi- 
tion of Gordian in order to learn the religio-philosophy 
of the Persians and Indians ; his pupils Amelins and 
Porphyry were filled with oriental teaching, and it 
was in answer to their questioning that Plotinus wrote 
the most powerful books of the “ Enneads.” Porphyry, 
moreover, wrote a long treatise of a very learned 
nature “Against the Christians,** so that it cannot 
have been that the master should have been unac- 
quainted with the views of the pupil. Numenius again 
was highly esteemed by Plotinus and his school, and 
this Pythagoreo- Platonic philosopher was saturated 
with oriental ideas, as Vacherot tells us (i. 318) : 

“ Numenius, a Syrian by origin, and living in the 
Orient, is not less deeply versed in the religious tra- 
dition of Syria, Judaea, and Persia, than in the philo- 
sophical doctrines of Greece. He is perfectly familiar 
with the works of Philo, and his admiration goes so 
far as to ask whether it is Philo who platonizes, or 
Plato who philonizes ; he dubs Plato the Attic Moses. 
If the doctrines of Philo have at all influenced the 
philosophy of Greece, it is owing to Numenius, the 
father of this Syrian School out of which Amelius and 
Porphyry came into Neoplatonism. 

“ The oriental tendency of the philosopher is shown 
by the following words of Eusebius : ‘ It must be that 
he who treats of the Good, and who has affirmed his 
doctrine with the witness of Plato, should go even 
further back and take hold of the doctrines of Pytha- 
goras. It must be that he should appeal to the most 
renowned of the nations, and that he should present 
the rituals, dogmas, and institutions which^^riginally 
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established by the Brahmans, Jews, Magians, and 
Egyptians — are in agreement with the doctrines of 
Plato * (VIII. vii., ‘‘ De Bono ’’). 

We, therefore, find in Plotinus two marked charac- 
teristics: the method of stern dialectic on the one 
hand, and a rational and practical mysticism on the 
other that reminds us very strongly of the best phase 
of the yoga-systems of ancient India. 

As Brandis remarks : “ The endeavour which, as 
far as we can judge, characterized Plotinus more than 
any other philosopher of his age was ... to pave the 
way to the solution of any question by a careful dis- 
cussion of the difficulties of the case.** And though 
tho method is somewhat tedious, nevertheless the 
philosophy of Plotinus is one of remarkable power and 
symmetry. In the opinion of Mozley ; “ There is areal 
soberness in the mind of its author ; the difficulties 
connected with the divine self-substance and univer- 
sality, in relation to the individuality of man, though 
they cannot be said to be solved, are presented in a 
mauner to which little objection can be taken intel- 
lectually, and against which no serious charge of 
irreverence can be brought.*’ This is a great admission 
for a man writing in a dictionary of Christian biography, 
and the word serious^* might well be omitted from 
the last clause as totally unnecessary, if not supremely 
ridiculous, when applied to such a man as Plotinus. 

The part of the system of our great Neoplatonist 
that has been and will be the least understood, is that 
connected with the practice of theurgy, which consum- 
mates itself in ecstasy, the Samadhi of the yoga-art of 
Indian mystics. For years Plotinus kept secret the 
teachings of his master Ammonius Saccas, and not 
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till his fellow-pupils Herennius and Origen (not the 
Church father) broke the compact, did he begin to 
expound the tenets publicly. It is curious to notice 
that, though this ecstasy was the consummation of 
the whole system, nowhere does Plotinus enter into 
any details of the methods by which this suprtoe 
state of consciousness is to be reached, and I cannot 
but think that he still kept silence deliberately on thi^ 
all-important point. 

Ammonius, the master, made such an impression 
on his times by his great wisdom and knowledge that 
he was known as the “god-taught** (OeoSiSaKrog) ; he 
was more than a mere eclectic, he himself attained to 
spiritual insight. The pupil Plotinus also shows all 
the signs of a student of eastern Eaja Yoga, the 
“ kingly art ** of the science of the soul. In his atti- 
tude to the astrologers, magicians, and phenomena- 
mongers of the time, he shows a thorough contempt 
for such magic arts, though, if we are to believe 
Porphyry, his own spiritual power was great. The 
gods and daemons and powers were to be commanded 
and not obeyed. “ Those gods of yours must come to 
me, not I to them *’ (ekeIvov^ Set wpog e/ue ipxEoOai, 
ovK epE Trpog ekeIvov^) (Porphyry, x.). 

And, indeed, he ended his life in the way that 
Yogins in the East are said to pass out of the body. 
When the hour of death approaches they perform 
Tapas, or in other words enter into a deep state of 
contemplation. This was evidently the mode of leaving 
the world followed by our philosopher, for his last 
words were : “ Now I seek to lead back the self within 
me to the All-self ** {to Iv rtpiv Oeio> avdyEtv TTpog TO 
tv rtfwavri Oeiov) (Porphyry, ii.). 
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Indeed, Plotinus, '‘in so far as we have records of 
him, was in his personal character one of the purest 
and most pleasing of all philosophers, ancient or 
modern (Mozley) ; it is, therefore, of great interest 
for us to learn his opinions on the thought of his own 
time, and what solution he offered of the problems 
which are again presented to us, but with even greater 
insistence, in our own days. We will, therefore, take 
a glance at the main features of his system. 


The System of Plotinus. 

The whole system of Plotinus revolves round the idea 
of a threefold principle, trichotomy, or trinity, and of 
pure intuition. In these respects, it bears a remark- 
able similarity to the great Vedantic system of Indian 
philosophy. Deity, spirit, soul, body, macrocosmic 
and microcosmic, and the essential identity of the 
divine in man with the divine in the universe — the ro 
€v vfULiv Oelov with the to iv rqt ttovtI Oeiovy or of the 
Jivdtman with the Paramatman — are the main sub- 
jects of his system. 

Thus from the point of view of the great universe, 
we have the One Eeality, or the Real, the One, the 
Good (ro or, ro IV, ro ayaOop) ; this is the All-self of 
the Upanishads, Brahman or Paramatman. 

Plotinus bestows much labour on the problem of the 
Absolute, and reaches the only conclusion possible, 
viz., that it is inexpressible ; or, in the words of the 
Upanishads, " the mind falls back from it, unable to 
reach it.'* It must, nevertheless, produce everything 
out of itself, without suffering any diminution or 
becoming weaker (VI. viii. 19) ; essences must flow from 
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it, and yet it experiences no change ; it is immanent 
in all existences (IV, iii 17 ; VI. xi. 1)—'* the self 
hidden in the heart of all,” say the Upanishads ; it is 
the Absolute as result, for as absolutely perfect it must 
be the goal, not the operating cause of all being (VI. 
ix. 8, 9), as says Brandis; and Harnack dubs the 
system of Plotinus “dynamic Pantheism,” whatever 
that may mean. But we are in the region of paradox 
and inexpressibility, and so had better hasten on to tlie 
first stage of emanation. 

First, then, there arises (how, Plotinus does not 
say, for that question no man can solve ; the primal 
ways of the One are known to the Omniscient alone) 
the Universal Mind, or ideal universe (voi"c or Kocr/ioc 

A 

; the Ishvara or Lord of the Vedantins. It is 
by the thought (Xoyoc) of the Universal Mind that the 
VPorld-Soul (4‘vx^ rravTog or rwv oAwv) is brought 
into being. As Tennemann says (§ 207) : 

“ Inasmuch as Intelligence (voDc) [Universal Mind] 
contemplates in Unity that which is 'possible, the latter 
acquires the character of something determined and 
limited ; and so becomes the Actual and Real (ov). 
Consequently, Intelligence is the primal reality, the 
base of all the rest, and inseparably united to real 
Being. [This resembles the Sach-Chid-Anandam of 
the Vedantins, or Being, Thought, Bliss.] The object 
contemplated and the thinking subject, are identical ; 
and that which Intelligence thinks, it at the same 
time creates. By always thinking, and always in the 
same manner, yet continually with new difference, 
it produces all things [the logos idea] ; it is the essence 
of all imperishable essences [* the base of all the 
worlds * of the Upanishads ; ‘ on it all worlds rest '] ; 
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the sum total of infinite life/* (See En. VI. viii. 16 : 

IV. iii. 17 : VI. vii. 6, 9 ; viii. 16 : V. i. 4, 7 ; iii. 5, 7 ; 

V. 2 ; ix. 5 : VI. vii. 12, 13. And for an exposition of 
the logos theory in Plotinus, see Vacherot, i. 317.) 

We thence pass on to the World- Soul, the Hiranya- 
garbha (resplendent germ or shining sphere or en- 
velope) of the Upanishads. 

“ The image and product of the motionless nous is 
the soul, which, according to Plotinus, is like the nous, 
immaterial. Its relation to the nous is the same as 
that of the nous to the One. It stands between the 
nous and the phenomenal world, is permeated and 
illuminated by the former, but is also in contact with 
the latter. The nous is indivisible [the root of mo- 
nadic individuality ; the Sattva of the Buddhist theory 
of Ekotibhava as applied to man] ; the soul may 
preserve its unity and remain in the nous, but at the 
same time it has the power of uniting with the cor- 
poreal world, and thus being disintegrated. It there- 
fore occupies an intermediate position. As a single 
soul (world-soul) it belongs in essence and destination 
to the intelligible world ; but it also embraces innu- 
merable individual souls, and these can either submit 
to be ruled by the nous, or turn aside to the sensual, 
and lose themselves in the finite** (Harnack). 

This is precisely the same idea as that of the Hiran- 
yagarbha, the individual souls arising by a process of 
differentiation (Panchikarana, or quintuplication of 
the primary elements **) from it Its nature and 
function are thus summarized by Tennemann (§§ 208, 
209) from En. V. i. 6, 7, and vi. 4 ; VI. ii. 22 ; and 
III. viii. : 

“ The Soul (ue.f the Sovl of the World) is the off- 
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spring of Intelligence (vouc), and the thought (Xoyog) 
of Intelligence, being itself also productive and creative. 
It is therefore Intelligence, but with a more obscure 
vision and less perfect knowledge ; inasmuch as it does 
not itself directly contemplate objects, but through the 
medium of intelligence ; being endowed with an ener- 
getic force which carries its perceptions beyond itself. 
It is not an original but a reflected light, the principle 
of action and of external Nature. Its proper activity 
consists in contemplation (Ouopta) ; and in the pro- 
duction of objects by means of this contemplation. 
In this manner it produces, in its turn, different 
classes of souls, and among others the human ; the 
faculties of which have a tendency to elevation or 
debasement. The energy of the lowest order, creative, 
and connected with matter, is Nature {(j>v<ng). 

“ Nature is a contemplative and creative energy > 
which gives form to matter (Xoyog ttoiwu) ; for form 
and thought (Adyo^O are one and the 
same. All that takes place in the world around us is 
the work of contemplation.*’ 

It is here that the system of Plotinus is somewhat 
weak ; it is true that he has a strong admiration for 
the beauties of Nature, but, in dealing with the pro- 
blem of matter, he scarcely avoids stumbling, and 
though he criticises the view of certain Gnostic schools 
which made matter the root of all evil, he does not 
entirely clear himself from a similar conception. It 
is the object of the World-Soul so to pervade the 
natural world that all its parts shall be in perfect 
harmony, but in the actual phenomenal world unity 
and harmony are replaced by strife and discord ; the 
result is a conflict, a becoming and vanishing, and 
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illusive existence. And the reason for this state of 
things is that bodies rest on a substratum of matter. 
Matter is the basework of each (to jSafloc fKaorrou y\ 
oAij) ; it is the dark principle, the indeterminate, that 
which has no qualities, the ju?) ov. Destitute of form 
and idea it is evil ; as capable of form it is neutral.” 

The Vedantins, on the contrary, pair the root of 
matter (Asat, Prakriti, Maya) with the Universal Mind, 
and make it of like dignity. It is by the removal of 
this primal veil that the great secret of the Self is 
revealed. 

Attempts have been made to trace correspondences 
between the three first principles of Plotinus and the 
Christian Trinity ; God the Father and the One Abso- 
lute, Jesus Christ and the First Intelligence or Uni- 
versal Mind, and the Holy Spirit and the World- Soul 
(Jules Simon, i. 308). 

So much for the macrocosmic side. The micro- 
cosmic is necessarily to a large extent interblended 
with the above, and also views man by means of 
a trichotomy into spirit (vou^), soul (^pvxv) and body 
{(TWfia ) ; by which prism the rays of the primal 
unity are deflected. This again is precisely the same 
division as that of the Vedantins : viz., Karanopadhi, 
the causal vesture, or spiritual veil or impediment 
of the Self; Sukshmopadhi, the subtle vesture, or 
psychic veil or impediment of the Self; and Sthiil- 
opadhi, the gross vesture, or physical body. The re- 
markable agreement between the view of Plotinus as 
to the three spheres of existence, or states of con- 
sciousness, or hypostases of being, in man and the 
universe, the one being but a reflection of the other, 
and that of Shankaracharya, the great master of the 
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Advaita Vedantin school of ancient India, may be seen 
from the following brilliant rhime from the point of 
vie^Y of a mystic. It is based on the Tattvabodha, or 
Awakening to Eeality, one of the most remarkable of 
Shankara’s small treatises, so far unfortunately not 
translated into any European language, and is taken 
from the work of a mystic, entitled “ The Dream of 
Eavan ** (a reprint from The Dublin University Maga- 
zine ’* of 1853, 1854 ; London, 1895, pp. 211-215). 

“ Man is represented as a prismatic trinity, veiling 
and looked through by a primordial unity of light — 
gross outward body [SthiilopMhi — o-w/tn]; subtle in- 
ternal body or soul [Sukshmopadhi--i//vx’i] » a being 
neither body nor soul, but absolute self-forgetfulness, 
called the cause-body [Karanopadhi — vowc], because it 
is the original sin of ignorance of his true nature which 
precipitates him from the spirit into the life-condition. 
These three bodies, existing in the waking, dreaming, 
sleeping states, are all known, witnessed, and watched 
by the spirit which standeth behind and apart from 
them, in the unwinking vigilance of ecstasy, or spirit- 
waking.'' 

The writer then goes on to speak of four spheres, 
but the “ innermost” is in reality no sphere, but the 
state of simplicity or oneness («7rXw(Ttc, tvwmg). This 
is the state of ecstasy of Plotinus. 

“ There are four spheres of existence, one enfolding 
the other — the inmost sphere of Turiya, in which the 
individualized spirit lives the ecstatic life ; the sphere of 
transition, or Lethe, in which the spirit, plunged in the 
ocean of Ajhana, or total unconsciousness, and utterly 
forgetting its real self, undergoes a change of gnostic 
tendency [polarity ?] ; and from not knowing at all, or 
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absolute unconsciousness, emerges on the hither side of 
that Lethean boundary to a false or reversed knowledge 
of things (viparita jiiana), under the influence of^ an 
illusive Prajna, or belief in, and tendency to, knowledge 
outward from itself, in which delusion it thoroughly 
believes, and now endeavours to realize ; whereas the 
true knowledge which it had in the state of Turiya, oi 
the ecstatic life, was all within itself, in which it 
intuitively knew and experienced all things. And 
from the sphere of Prajiia, or out-knowing, — this 
struggle to reach and recover outside itself all that it 
once possessed within itself, and lost, — to regain for 
the lost intuition an objective perception through the 
senses and understanding, — in which the spirit became 
an intelligence, — it merges into the third sphere, which 
is the sphere of dreams, where it believes in a universe 
of light and shade, and where all existence is in the 
way of Abhasa, or phantasm. There it imagines itself 
into the Linga-deha (Psyche), or subtle, semi-material, 
ethereal soul. . . . 

** From this subtle personification and phantasmal 
sphere, in due time, it progresses into the fourth or 
outermost sphere, where matter and sense are trium- 
phant ; where the universe is believed a solid reality ; 
where all things exist in the mode of Akara, or sub- 
stantial form; and where that which successively 
forgot itself from spirit into absolute unconsciousness, 
and awoke on this side of that boundary of oblivion 
into an intelligence struggling outward, and from this 
outward struggling intelligence imagined itself into a 
conscious, feeling, breathing nervous soul, prepared 
for further clothing, now out-realizes itself from soul 
into a body. . . . 
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‘‘The first or spiritual state was ecstasy; from 
ecstasy it forgot itself into deep sleep ; from profound 
sle^p it awoke out of unconsciousness, but still within 
itself, into the internal world of dreams ; from dream- 
ing it passed finally into the thoroughly waking state, 
and the outer world of sense.” 

These ideas will help us exceedingly in studying our 
philosopher and in trying to understand what he meant 
by ecstasy, and why there are three divisions in the 
morals of Plotinus, and how the metempsychosis in 
which he believed was neither for him the caressing of 
M dream nor the actualizing of a metaphor. The most 
sympathetic notice of the latter tenet is to be found 
in Jules Simon’s ‘‘Histoirede I’Ecole d’Alexandrie” 
(i. t588 sq.), based for the most part on En. I. i, 12 ; 
II. ix. 6 ; IV, iii. 9 ; V. ii. 2 ; and on Ficinua* com- 
mentary, p, 508 of Creuzer’s edition : 

“ There are two degrees of reward ; pure souls, 
whose simplification is not yet accomplished, return 
to a star [the sidereal region rather] to live as they 
were before the fall [into the world of sense] (En. III. 
iv. 6) ; souls that are perfectly pure [or simplified] 
gain union [or at-one-ment] with Deity. But what 
of retribution ? Here comes in the doctrine of metem- 
psychosis, which Plotinus met with everywhere around 
him, amongst the Egyptians, the Jews, and his fore- 
runners in Neoplatonism [Potamon and Ammonius 
Saccas]. Does Plato really take the doctrine of metem- 
psychosis seriously, as the ‘ Kepublic ’ would have us 
believe ? Does he not speak of it m.erely to banter con- 
temporary superstition, as seems evident from the 
‘ TimsBus ’ ? Or is it not rather one of those dreams 
which Plato loved to fondle, without entirely casting 
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them aside or admitting them, and in which he allowed 
his imagination to stray when knowledge failed him ? 
Whatever may have been the importance of metem- 
psychosis for Plato, we can hardly suppose that 
Plotinus did not take it seriously. He rehabilitates 
all the ironical and strange transformations of the 
‘ TimjBus ’ and the myth of Er, the Armenian. Souls 
that have failed to raise themselves above [the ordi- 
nary level of] humanity, but who have nevertheless 
respected that characteristic in themselves, are reborn 
into a human body; those who have only lived a life 
of sensation, pass into animal bodies, or even, if they 
have been entirely without energy, if they liave lived 
an entirely vegetative existence, are condemned to 
live the life of a plant. The exercise of the merely 
political virtues [the lowest class], which do not deserve 
rebirth into a human form, bestows the privilege of 
inhabiting the body of a sociable animal, TroXiriicov 
c^Mov, for instance, that of a bee ; while tyrants and 
men notorious for their cruelty animate wild beasts. 
Those who have erred through a too great love of 
music, become singing birds, and too speculative phi- 
losophers are transformed into eagles and other birds 
of soaring flight (En. III. iv. 2). [The tlpwvuay or 
ironical vein, of Plato is more than apparent in the 
above.] A more terrible punishment is reserved for 
great crimes. Hardened criminals descend to the 
hells, Iv iXfldvra (En. I. viii. 13), and undergo 
those terrible punishments which Plato sets forth in 
the ‘Kepublic ’ (Book X.). [This reminds us of the 
Patalas of the Brahmans and the Avichi of the 
Buddhists.] 

** Even though admitting that this doctrine of me- 
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tempsychosis is taken literally by Plotinus, we should 
still have to ask for him as for Plato, whether the 
human soul really inhabits the body of an animal, and 
w'hether it is not reborn only into a human body which 
reflects the nature of a certain animal by the character 
of its passions. The commentators of the Alexandrian 
school sometimes interpreted Plato in this sense. 
Thus, according to Proclus, Plato in the ‘ Phoedrus ’ 
condemns the wicked to live as brutes and not to 
become them, Kanivai iig j3/oi» OnfHioVf koI ouk filg a^fjLa 
Oiifniov (Proclus, ‘ Com. Tim.,’ p. 329). Chalcidius 
gives the same interpretation, for he distinguishes 
between the doctrines of Plato and those of Pythagoras 
and Empedocles, ‘ qui non naturam modo feram, sed 
etiam formas.’ Hermes (‘Comm.’ of Chalcidius on 
‘ Timteus,* ed. Fabric., p. 350) declares in unmis- 
takable terms that a human soul can never return to 
the body of an animal, and that the will of the gods 
for ever preserves it from such a disgrace iOtoh yap 
vo^LOQ oi/roc, (livXa(T(niv avOfjtoTrivriv utto Tocraurt^^' 

5j3/oeuJc)*” 

Moreover, Marinus tells us that Proclus, the last 
great master of Neoplatonism, was persuaded “ that 
he possessed the soul of Nichomachus, the Pytha- 
gorean.” And Proclus in his Commentaries on the 
“ Timteus ” vindicates the tenet, with his usual acute- 
ness (v. 329), as follows ; 

“ It is usual,” says he, ** to inquire how human souls 
can descend into brute animals. And some, indeed, 
think that there are certain similitudes of men to 
brutes, which they call savage lives : for they by no 
means think it possible that the rational essence can 
become the soul of a savage animal. On the contrary, 
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others allow it may be sent into brutes, because all 
souls are of one and the same kind ; so that they may 
become wolves and panthers, and ichneumons. But 
true reason, indeed, asserts that the human soul may 
be lodged in brutes, yet in such a manner as that it 
may obtain its own proper life, and that the degraded 
soul may, as it were, be carried above it and be bound 
to the baser nature by a propensity and similitude of 
affection. And that this is the only mode of insinua- 
tion, we have proved by a multitude of arguments 
in our Commentaries on the ‘ Phaedrus.’ If, how- 
ever, it be requisite to take notice that this is the 
opinion of Plato, we add that in his ‘ Republic ’ he 
says, that the soul of Thersites assumed an ape, but 
not the body of an ape ; and in the ‘ Phaedrus,' that 
the soul descends into a savage life, but not into a 
savage body. For life is conjoined with its proper 
soul. And in this place he says it is changed into a 
brutal nature. For a brutal nature is not a brutal 
body, but a brutal life.'* (See “The Six Books of 
Proclus on the Theology of Plato," Taylor’s trans- 
lation ; London, 1816 ; p. 1., Introd.) 

To return to the view of Jules Simon, the distin- 
guished Academician concludes his dissertation with 
the following words : 

“ These contradictory interpretations have very 
little interest for the history of the philosophy of 
Plato ; but we conclude from the care which the old 
commentators have taken to tone down the strangeness 
of the dogma of metempsychosis in Plato, that it was 
not a literal doctrine with Plotinus." 

I would venture to differ somewhat from Jules 
Simon, and to suggest that the contradictory interpre- 
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tations of commentators and the difficulties of modern 
criticism on this important tenet have arisen because 
sufficient distinction has not been drawn between the 
spiritual and psychic envelopes of man. The idea of 
union runs through the whole doctrine, and if the 
Psyche does not centre itself in the Nous, it risks to 
pass through the Cycle of Necessity (kvicXoc avayKi^g). 
But the Psyche, or soul -vesture, is not the real man. 
The doctrine of metempsychosis, with its twin doctrine 
of reincarnation, or Punarjanman, is arousing much 
interest in our own times, and it may be possible ere 
long to reconcile much that appears contradictory in 
these doctrines, by a more profound study of the 
psychic and spiritual nature of man than has as yet 
been attempted in the western world. Speaking of 
reincarnation, Max Muller goes as far as to say, ‘‘ it is 
well known that this dogma has been accepted by the 
greatest philosophers of all centuries ” (“ Three Lec- 
tures on the Vedanta Philosophy,” London, 1894, p, 
93) ; and quoting the well-known lines of Wordsworth 
on ” the soul that rises with us, our life’s star,” he 
endorses them, and adds tentatively, ” that our star 
in this life is what we made it in a former life, would 
probably sound strange as yet to many ears ” in the 
West (p. 167). This brings us to the consideration 
whether or not Plotinus also puts forward the doctrine 
of Karma, which is the complementary doctrine of 
rebirth. That he did so is evident from the summary 
of Tennemann (§ 213) : 

” Every thing that takes place is the result of 
Necessity, and of a principle identified with all its 
consequences (in this we see the rudiments of Spi- 
nozism, and the ‘ Theodicee * of Leibnitz). All things 
h 
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are connected together by a perpetual dependency 
(a system of universal Determinism from which there 
is only one exception, and that rather apparent than 
real, of Unity). Out of this concatenation of things 
arise the principles of natural Magic and Divination.” 
(See En. III. ii. 16 ; IV. iv. 4, 5, 32, 40 ; YI. vii. 8- 
10; VII. ii. 3.) 

Though the doctrine is not sufficiently insisted upon 
in its moral bearings by Plotinus, and as applied to 
the theory of rebirth, nevertheless the general idea is 
there. 

This next brings us to speak of the practical ethic 
of Plotinus, which was based on his trichotomy of man, 
and reminds us of the Gnostic division into Psychics 
{^v\iKo\) and Pneumatics (Trvtu/iarticoi), and the per- 
fected Christ. 

There are, says Jules Simon (i. 562), “ three divi- 
sions in the ethic of Plotinus ; the political virtues 
necessary for all men, whose sole aim is the negative 
avoidance of evil ; the higher or cathartic virtues 
[KaOapcreig) , which can only be attained to by philo- 
sophers, and whose aim is the destruction of the 
passions and the preparation of the soul for mystic 
union ; and lastly, the at-one-ment of the soul with 
God.” 

Thus it will be seen that the political virtues per- 
tained to the Soul, the cathartic to the Nous, and the 
consummation of virtue was the union with the One. 
It was by the practice of these virtues that the end of 
true philosophy was to be reached. As Tennemann 
says (§ 204): 

Plotinus assumes as his principle that philosophy 
can have no place except in proportion as knowledge 
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and the thing known — the Subjective and Objective — 
are identified. The employment of philosophy is to 
acquire a knowledge of the Unity, the essence and 
first principle of all things ; and that not mediately by 
thought or meditation, but by a more exalted method, 
by direct intuition (irapovaiu), anticipating the progress 
of reflection.” (See En. V. iii. 8, v. 7 sq. ; VI. ix. 3, 4.) 

This is put very clumsily by Tennemaiin, and with 
a far from careful selection of terms, but the idea is 
clear enough for the student of mysticism, especially 
that of the East. Meditation is a means whereby the 
soul is prepared to receive “ flashes ” of the supreme 
wisdom. It is not the gaining of something new, but 
the regaining of what has been lost, and above all the 
realization of the ever-present Deity. This is pre- 
cisely the same view as that enshrined in the great 
logion of the IJpanishads, ‘‘ lliat art thou.'' The 
divine in man is the divine in the universe, nay, is in 
reality the Divinity in all its fulness. We have to 
realize the truth by getting rid of the ignorance which 
hides it from us. It is here that the doctrines of 
reminiscence (avaiuin^mg) and ecstasy (jKdTaaic) come 
in. These are admirably set forth by Jules Simon 
(i. 549) : 

“ Reminiscence is a natural consequence of the 
dogma of a past life. The Nous [the spirit or root of 
individuality] has had no beginning ; the man [of the 
present life] has had a beginning ; the present life is 
therefore a new situation for the spirit ; it has lived 
elsewhere and under different conditions.” 

It has lived in higher realms, and therefore (p. 552) 
“ it conceives for the world of intelligibles [ra i/onra, 
icdorjuo^* vor}r6g, the proper habitat of the voGc] a power- 
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ful love which no longer allows it to turn away its 
thought. This love [c</>€<t£c] is rather a part than a 
consequence of reminiscence.** But ecstasy is the 
consummation of reminiscence (p. 653). “ Ecstasy 

is not a faculty properly so called, it is a state of the 
soul, which transforms it in such a way that it then 
perceives what was previously hidden from it. The 
state will not be permanent until our union with God 
is irrevocable : here, in earth life, ecstasy is but a 
flash. It is a brief respite bestowed by the favour of 
Deity. [vSuch flashes are resting-places on our long 
journey, avaTrauXai iv Man can cease to be- 

come man and become God ; but man cannot be God 
and man at the same time.*’ 

And that Plotinus was not a more theorist, but did 
actually attain unto such a state of consciousness, is 
testified to by Porphyry (c. xxiii.). Plotinus also treats 
of this in the last book of the ‘‘Enneads ’* (see also 
En. V. V. 8), but, as he says, it can hardly be described 
(Sio KUL SuarcppacTTov TO Oiojua), Thus we reach the 
borderland of philosophy as we understand it. Beyond 
this region lie the realms of pure mysticism and the 
great unknown. And if any one can lead us by a safe 
path to those supernal realms, avoiding the many 
dangers of the way, and in a manner suited to western 
needs, Plotinus is a guide that can be highly recom- 
mended. 

* G. E. S. Mead. 


London, 1895 
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IXTRODUCTIOX. 


The philosophy of Plato is deeply indebted to two very 
extraordinary men, wlio rank amcmg the chief of its 
leaders and hierophants, viz. Plotinus and Proclus ; to the 
form or for its restoration, and to the latter for the com- 
plete development of all its sublimities and mysteries. 

It is indeed a rcmarhable historical fact, tliongh bnt 
little known, that the depths of this philosophy, as I have 
elsewhere observed/ were not perfectly fathomed, except 
by his immediate disciples, for more tlian five hundred 
years after its first propagation.'* For though Grantor, 
Atticus, Albinus, Galen and Plutarch, wore men of great 
genius, and made no common proficiency in [ihilosophic 
attainments^ yet they appear not to have developed tlie 

' 8ee the General Intvodnetioii to my translatioti of Vlato. 

• Tliis fact inu.«<t necessarily bo very little known at present, as 
tlie pliilo.sophy of Plato is no Jon<]^er studied as it wa,s in ancifnit 
times, having become for many centuries obsolete. And yet it is 
no nncomnion thing with the literati, and particularly with the 
critias of the present ago, to decnle with as much conlidence on 
the dogmas of this philosophy, ami v.v, the writings of its most 
cclehratefl votaries, as on the nugatory and fungous })rodnctioris 
of the day. These men forget, when they boast of havirjg con- 
sumed the best part of their life in the study of the (ireek and 
Latin languages, that philology is a very difrerent thing from 
philosophy, and that there is extreme danger in being v:ell-(/rotmdcd 
at great Grammar schools, of being at the same time well t/round. 
Their presumption however is by no means wonderful when we 
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profundity of Plato’s conceptions ; they withdrew not the 
veil which covers his secret meaning, like the curtains' 
which guarded the adytum of temjjles from the profane 
eye ; and they saw not that all behind the veil is luminous, 
and that there divine spectacles* every where present them- 
selves to the view. This task was reserved for men who 
were born indeed in a baser age, but who being allotted a 
nature similar to their master were the true interpreters of 
his sublime and mystic speculations. Of these Plotinus 
was the leader, and to him this philosophy is indebted for 
its genuine restoration, and for that succession of philo- 
sojihic heroes, who were luminous links of the golden chain 

consider that they have been disciplined by the spectre of the 
Dunciad, 

“ Whose beaver’d brow a birchen garland wears, 

Dropping with infants’ blood, and mothers’ tears.” 

And whose language is, 

“ Since man from beast by words is known, 

Words are man’s province, words we teach alone. 

When Reason doubtful, like the Samian letter, 

Points liim two ways, the narrower is the better. 

Plac'd at the door of learning ^ youth to guickf 
We never suffer it to stand too wide. 

To ask, to guess, to know as they commence. 

As Fancy opens the quick springs of ^ense, 

We ply the memory, toe load the brain. 

Bind rebel Wit, and double chain on chain ; 

Conjinc the thought, to exercise the breath. 

And keep th&m in the pale of Words till death. 

Whatever the talents, or howder design'd. 

We hang one jingling padlock on the mind.'' 

Dunciad, Book IV. 

‘ Eri rwv Xtyopivuiv rcXfrwr, rd pkv SSvra ^v, wc StjXot xai rovvopa, 
rd Sh irapavtrourpara npo^k^Xtivrat, dOkara rd kv roiQ dS^otg ^vXdr* 
Tovra. Psellus in Alleg. de Sphin. 

^ See my dissertation on the *'£leusmian and Bacchic Mys* 
teries” in Numbers XV. and XVI. of the “ Pamphleteer.” 
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of deity. The coninienccment indeed of this restoration of 
philosophy originated from Ainmonius Saccas, but the com- 
pletion of it wa^ the work of Plotinus. For the former of 
these, who was by birth an Alexandrian, and at first nothing 
more than a porter, opened a philosophical school at Alex- 
andria, but with a determination not to commit the more 
abstruse and theological dogmas of his i)hiloso])hy to 
writing. Indeed, this truly great man was so fearful of 
profaning these sublime mysteries, by exposing them to 
vulgar inspection, that he revealed them to his disciples 
Erennius, Origen, and Plotinus, on the condition of in- 
violable secrecy, and under the guard of irrevocable oaths. 
However, fortunately for posterity, Erennius dissolved the 
compact, and Origen (not the Christian father of that 
name) imitating Erennius, disclosed a part of his master’s 
secrets, in a curious treatise on Dsomons, which unfortu- 
nately is lost. But the publications of these two gr^at 
men were but trifling efforts to restore the mystic wisdom 
of antiquity, since the evolution of it into light free from 
the enigmas in which it had been before enveloped, was 
reserved for the divine genius of Plotinus. 

Of this very extraordinary man there is a long and in- 
teresting life extant by his disciple Porphyry, from which 
the following particulars are selected for the information 
of the English reader, 

Plotinus was by birth an Egyptian, and was a native of 
Lycopolis, as we are informed by Eunapius ; for Porphyry 
is wholly silent as to this particular. Indeed, this is not 
wonderful, if we consider what Porphyry asserts of him in 
the beginning of his life, viz. that he was ashamed that his 
soul was in "body. Hence, says he, he would neither, tell 
the race, nor the parents from whom he originated, nor 
would he patiently relate in what country he was born. 
This I know will be considered by a genuine modem, as 
either rank enthusiasm, or gi’oss affectation j but he who 
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has fathomed the depth of his writings will immediately 
subscribe to its truth. The same vehement love for intel- 
lectual pursuits, and contempt for body, made him disdain 
to sit for his picture ; so that when Amelius, one of his 
disciples, begged that he would permit his likeness to be 
taken, his answer expressed the true greatness of his mind: 
“ As if (says ho) it was not sufficient to bear this image, 
with which nature lias surrounded us, you think that a 
more lasting imago of this imago should be left as a work 
worthy to be inspected,’* However, the wish of Amelius 
was at length accomplished, by the ingenious contrivance 
of one Cartorius a painter, who by frequenting the school 
of Plotinus, and viewing his countenance with fixed atten- 
tion, proiluced at length from his memory a happy likeness 
of the philosoidier. Thoijgh he was often affiicted with 
the colic, ho always refused the assistance of clysters, 
asserting that remedies of this kind were not fit for a man 
advanced in years. Nor would he ever receive the assis- 
tance of theriacal antidotes, since he said his nourishment 
was not derived from the bodies of even tame animals. He 
likewise abstained from baths ; but daily used frictions at 
home. l>ut when a grievous pestilence raged ^ at Eome, 
and the .servants who were accustomed to rub him, fell vic- 
tims to the disease ; from neglecting remedies of this kind, 
he gradually became a prey to the pestilence. So great 
wa,s the violence of this distemper, and its effects so 
dreadful on Plotinus, as Eustochiiis informed Porphyry 
who was then absent, that through a very great hoarseness, 
all the clear and sonorous vigour of his musical voice was 
lost ; and what was still worse, his eyes were darkened, 

* This pestilence was in the time of the Emperor Gallieiius, 
ami raged so vehemently, according to Trebellius Pollio, that five 
thousand men perished tliroiigli the siime disease in one day. This 
Iiappened in the year of Chri.st 262, and of Gallieniis 9, 10 ; and 
not long after Porphyry applied liiniself to Plotinus. 
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and his hands and feet wen* covered with ulcers. Hence, 
becoming incapable of receiving the salutations of his 
friends, he left the city, and went to Campania, to the 
estate of one Zethus, an ancient departed friend. Neces- 
saries were here administered to him from the heredifarv 
possessions of Zethus, and were likewise brought from 
Minturnus, from the fields of Castricius.^ But when this 
divine man drew near to his dissolution, that period which 
is no less the dread of the vulgar than the transport of tin* 
philosopher, and which to Plotinus must have boon the 
moment of extaiic rapture, Eustochius, who dwelt at 
Puteolus, was not very hasty in his approaches ; don btless 
not imagining that Plotinus was on the point of making 
his triumphant exit from a corporeal life. However, when 
he came into the presence of this departing hero, he was 
just in time to receive his dying words, and to preserve the 
sacred sentence to posterity. Ab yet (says he) I have ex- 
pected you, and now I endeavour that my divine 2mrt may 
return to that divine nature which Jlouruhes throughout the 
universe. Sucli were the last words of this mighty man, 
which like those contained in his writings, are great and 
uncommon, admirable and sublime. He died at the con- 
clusion of the second year of the n igu of M. Aurelius 
Flavius Claudius ; and was at the time of his death in Ihe 
sixty-sixth year of his age, according to the information 
given to Porphyry by Eustochius, Porphyry afterwards 
informs us, in perfect agreement with the genius of Plo- 
tinus, that he would never tell to any one, the month, or 
day in which he was born ; because he by no means 
thought it proper that his nativity should be cele))ratcd 
with sacrifices and banquets. Indeed we cannot sujq)ose 
that he who had such a vehement contempt for a corporeal 
life, would be anxious that his entrance into mortality 

' This is the Firmus Castricius to whom Porphyry inscribes his 
treatise “ On Abstinence from Animal Food.” 
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should be solemnized with festivity ; but rather, consider- 
ing himself with Empedocles, as 

Heaven’s exile straying from the orb of light, 

he would be disposed to lament his captivity, and mourn 
the degradation of his nature. However, he was not averse 
to celebrate the nativities of Socrates and Plato ; for he 
assisted at the sacred rites, and invited his friends to a 
philosophic banquet, where it was required that every 
guest should recite a written oration, adapted to the occa- 
sion of their amicable association. 

The few particulars which this great man condescended 
to relate of himself in familiar discourse, are the following: 
when he was eight years of age, and was even under the 
tuition of a literary preceptor, he used to frequent his 
nurse, and uncover her breasts, through an avidity of suck- 
ing her milk. And this custom he continued, till being 
accused of troublesomeness, and covered with shame 
through the reproof, he abandoned this extraordinary 
custom. This story, however trifling it may appear, in- 
dicates in my opinion, the native innocence, and genuine 
simplicity of manners which so eminently marked the 
character of Plotinus. When he was in the twenty-eighth 
year of his age, being vehemently inflamed with the love 
of philosophy, he was recommended to the most excellent 
masters of Alexandria; but he left their schools with 
sorrow and disappointment. By a fortunate event how- 
ever, he told a certain friend, who was well acquainted 
with the disposition of his mind, the cause of his affliction, 
and he brought him to the celebrated Ammonius, whoso 
school Plotinus had probably overlooked, among the great 
multitude with which that illustrious city abounded. But 
when he entered the school of Ammonius, and heard him 
philosophize, he exclaimed in transport to his friend, this 
is the man I have been seehing. Prom that day he gave 
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himself up to Ammoniiis with sedulous attention for eleven 
years ; and made such rapid advances in his philosophy, 
that he determined to study alsb the philosophy of the 
Persians, and the wisdom particularly cultivated by the 
Indian sages. For this purposes, when the Emperor 
G-ordian marched into Persia, in order to war upon that 
nation, Plotinus joined himself to the army, being at that 
time in the nine and thirtieth year of his age. But after 
Gordian was destroyed about Mesopotamia, Plotinus fled 
to Antioch, where he received a fortunate shelter from the 
dangers and devastations of war ; and in the reign of the 
Emperor Philip came to Rome, in the fortieth year of his age. 

It was a long time before Plotinus committed his 
thoughts to writing; and gave the world a copy of his 
inimitable mind. That light which was shortly to illumi- 
nate mankind, as yet shone with solitary splendour, or at 
best beamed only on a beloved few. It was now, how- 
ever, destined to emerge from its sanctuary, and to display 
its radiance with unbounded diffusion. But a disciple like 
Porphyry, was requisite to the full perfection of its appear- 
ance. Amelius was indeed laborious, but he was at the 
same time verbose. He neither appears to have possessed 
the inquisitive spirit, nor the elegant genius of Porphyry ; 
and his commentaries were too voluminous to be exquisitely 
good. Porphyry gives a singular specimen of his en- 
durance of labour,.when he informs us that lie committed 
to writing almost all the dogmas of Humenius, and re- 
tained a very considerable part of them in his memory. 
He was not, however, though an excellent philosopher, 
calculated to urge Plotinus to write, or to assist him in 
writing; but this important task was reserved for Porphyry, 
who, in the words of Eunapius, ** like a Mercurial chain 
let down for the benefit of mortals, by the assistance of 
universal erudition, explained every thing with clearness 
and precision.*’ Plotinus, indeed, began to write in the 
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first year of the Emperor Gallienus ; and ho continued to 
note such questions as occurred to him, for the ten follow- 
ing years, in the last of which he became acquainted with 
Porphyry, who was at that time in the thirtieth year of 
his a^o. He had tlicn composed one-and -twenty books, 
wliich were in the hands but of a few: for the edition was 
difficult to 1:0 procured, and was not universally known. 
Besides, Plotinus was neither hasty nor rash in his publi- 
cations ; but he gave those only to the light, which had 
been aj>proved by a mature and deliberate judgment. The 
one-aiid-tw(;nty hooks we have just mentioned, after 
various inscriptions, at length obtained the following 
titles. 

(hi the Beautiful. Knuoail 1. lib. C. 

On the luunortality of the Soul. IV. 7. 

On Fate. 111. 1. 

On the Essence of the Soul. IV. 1, 

On Intellect, Ideas, and Being. V. 9. 

On the Descent of the Soul into Bodies. IV. 8. 

How things posterior to the First, proceed from tlie First, and 
on the One. V. 4, 

Wlicther all Souls are one ? IV. 9. 

On the Good, or the One, VJ. 9. 

On the throe llvpostases that rank as the rrinoiplcs of Tilings. 

V. 1. 

On the Generation and Order c.f Tilings posterior to the First. 
V. ‘2. 

On the two Matters [f.^. the rntelligible and the Sonsihle]. 11, 4. 
Various Considerations. III. 9. 

On the Circular Motion of the Heavens. If. 2. 

On tlic Dasiuon allotted to us. IH. 4. 

On the reasonable Exit from the present Life. 1. 9. 

On Quality. II. 6. 

Whether there arc Ideas of Particulars. V. 7. 

On the Virtues. I. 2. 

On Dialectic. I. 3. 

How the Soul is said to be a medium between an impartible 
• and partible Essence. IV. 2. 
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These one-and-twenty books were finished when Por- 
phyry first became acquainted with Plotinus ; and when 
this great man was fifty-nine years old. During the six 
years in which Porphyry was his companion as well as 
disciple, many questions of a very abstruse nature were 
discussed in their philosophical conversations, which, at 
the joint request of Porphyry and Amelius, Plotinus com- 
mitted to writing, and produced from their investigation, 
two elaborate and admirable books, On true being, demon^ 
drating that it is 'every where one and the same whole 
“Ennead” vi. lib. 4, 5. And afterwards be wrote two 
others, one of which shows, That the nature which is beyond 
being is not intellective, and what that is which is 'primarily, 
and also that which is secondarily intellective. “ Ennead ” 
V. 6. But the other is. On that which is in capacity, and 
that which is in energy. ‘‘ Ennead ” ii. 5. He likewise 
wrote the following books : 

On the Impassivity of Incorporeal Xatiires.* Ennead III, 6. 

On the Soul, two Books. IV. 3, 4. 

On the Soul, a third Book, or On the Manner in which wo sec. 
IV. 5. 

On Contemplation, III. 8. 

On Intelligible Beauty. V. 8. 

That Intelligihles are not external to Intellect ; and concerning 
Intellect and the Good, V. 5. 

Against the Gnostics. TI. 9. 

On Numbers. VI. 6. 

Why things seen at a distance appear to be small. II. 8. 
Whether Felicity consists in an extension of Time. 1. 5. 

On Total Mixture. II. 7. 

How the multitude of Ideas subsists, and concerning the Good. 

VI. 7. 

On the Voluntary. VI. 8. 

^ It is strange that Fabricius should think this treatise ought to 
be entitled, Trfpi rrw uTraOeiag rStv ffufianav, “ On the Impassivity of 
Bodies.” For the man of intellect who reads it, must immediately 
%ee that such a title would be ridiculous. 
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On the World. II. 1. 

On Sense and Memory. IV. 6. 

On the Genera of Beings, three Books. VI, 1, 2, 3. 

On Eternity and Time. III. 7. 

But while Porphyry resided in Sicily, and about the 
fifteenth year of the Emperor Gallienus, Plotinus composed 
the five following Books, which he sent to Porphyry for 
his revision. 

On Felicity. Ennead I. 4. 

On Providence, two Books. III. 2, 3. 

On Gnostic Hypostases, and that which is beyond them. IV. 3. 
On Love. III. 5. 

These books were transmitted to Porphyry in the first 
year of the Emperor Claudius* reign. And about the 
beginning of the second year, and a little before his death, 
he sent him* the following, and the last : 

On what things are Evil, and whence Evils originate, Ennead I. 
lib. 8. 

Whether the stars cfiect any thing. II. 3. 

What Man is, and what Animal is P I, 1. 

On the First Good, and other Goods. I. 7. 

The whole amount therefore, of the books wudtten by 
Plotinus, connecting the preceding with those just enume- 
rated, is fifty-four, which Porphyry has divided into six 
enneads, assigning, agreeably to the meauing of the word, 
nine books to every ennead. But they bear evident marks, 
says Porphyry, of the different periods, at which they were 
composed. For the first one-and-twenty, which were 
written in the former part of his life, if compared with the 
next in order, seem to possess an inferior power, and to be 
deficient in strength. But those composed in the middle 
of his life, exhibit the vigour of power, and the acme of 
perfection. And such with a few exceptions are the four- 
and-twenty we have already enumerated. The last nine, 
however, which were composed in the decline of life, bear 
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the marks of remitted energy, and drooping vigour. And 
this the four last exhibit more evidently than the preceding 
five. 

Plotinus had many auditors, and likewise a multitude 
of zealous partizans, and philosophic familiars. Among 
the latter of these, Amelius the Tuscan, and Paulinua the 
Scythopolitan, a physician, held a distinguished rank. To 
which may be added Eustochius of Alexandria, a physician, 
who enjoyed the familiarity of Plotinus to the last, was 
present at his death, and giving himself entirely to tlie 
doctrines of Plotinus, assumed the habit of a genuine 
philosopher. Besides these Zothicus, a critic and poet, was 
conversant with Plotinus, who amended the works of Anti- 
machus, and rendered the Atlantic history very i^oetically 
in verse ; but after this he became blind, and died a short 
time prior to Plotinus. Zethus, too, was very familiar 
with our philosopher, who derived his origin from Arabia, 
and married the wife of one Theodosius, the familiar of 
Ammonius. This Zethus was deeply skilled in medicine, 
and very much beloved by Plotinus, who endeavoured to 
dissuade him from engaging in the administration of 
public affairs. Such indeed, was his familiarity with our 
philosopher that, as we have already observed, Plotinus 
spent the last hours of his life at his rural retreat. 
Porphyry likewise informs us, that not a few senators 
were the sedulous auditors of Plotinus. Philosophy in- 
deed, as it is the most noble and liberal of all pursuits, 
ought never to be separated from noble birth and exalted 
rank. It is naturally allied to every thing great, and is 
calculated to confer dignity, even on greatness itself. It 
exalts the majesty of the monarch, stamps nobility with 
true grandeur, and raises the plebeian to immortality. 
Among this illustrious body of men, Marcellus Orontius 
diligently applied himself to philosophy, and made rapid 
advances in its attainment. This too was the case with 
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Sabiiiillus, aud above all with the senator Eogatianus.' 
So deeply enamoured was this last-mentioned nobleman 
of the charms of wisdom, and the discourses of Plotinus, 
and so attentive to the care of separating his soul from his 
corporeal life, that he neglected his wealth and secular 
affairs, dismissed his servants, and rejected the dignities 
of tlie state. Hence, when he was chosen prsetor, and the 
lictors waited for his appearance, he neither came into 
])iiblic, nor regarded the duties of his office, nor dwelt in 
Die house allotted for his reception ; but he supt and slept 
with certain of his friends and familiars, and gave himself 
to absolute rclirement in the day. By this negligence and 
earch^ssnoss of life, (says Porphyry) from being so vehe- 
mently afllietcd with the gout, that he was obliged to be 
carried in a chair, he resumed his pristine strength and 
vigour. And from being so diseased in his hands, that he 
could not extend them when necessary, he so recovered 
their use by philosophic endurance, that he could employ 
tluMu with greater expedition than the manual mechanic. 
This great, man, as wo may suppose, possessed a principal 
place ill the esteem of Plotinus, who was not sparing in 
liis ]>raisc of so uncommon a character, and proposed him as 
an illustrious exnm|>le to the pupils of philosophy. Happy 
Rogatianus ! who could relinquish power for knowledge, 
and prefer the perpetual inheritance of wisdom to the 

^ 'Phis llogatianns is doubtless the person to whom Porphyry 
alludes in his treatise “On Abstinence,” lib. i. p. 306, in the 
following passage; “There was once an instance, where a negli- 
gence of ten-ene concerns, and a contemplation and intuition of 
such as are divine, expelled an articular disease, which had infested 
a certain pci*son for the space of eight years. So that at the very 
same time, that his soul was divested of a solicitous concern for 
riches, and corporeal atfairs, Ids body was freed from a trouble- 
some disease.” What Porphyry here says is perfectly conformable 
to the Chaldgean oracle, “ By extending a fieiy («.e. a divine) intel- 
lect to the work of piety, you will preserve the flowing body.” 



INTROBUCTION. 


liii 


gaudy splenaours of title, and tlie fleeting honours of 
command. Alexandrinus Serapion, too, was one of his 
associates, who was at first a rhetorician, but afterwards 
gav^e himself to philosophical discussions; though, shameful 
to relate, he was at the same time a slave to usury and 
avarice.' Besides all these, says Porphyry, he reckoned 
me, a native of Tyre, among his most friendly adherents, 
and whom he also appointed to correct his writings. 

The following particulars relative to composition are 
related by Porphyry of this extraordinary man. lie eouhl 
by no means endure to review twice what he had writb'u, 
nor even to read his composition, through the badness of 
his sight. But while lie was writing he neither formed 
the letters with accuracy, nor exactly distinguished the 
syllables, nor bestowed any diligent attention on ihe 
orthography ; but neglecting all these as triit's, he was 
alone attentive to the intellection of his wonderful mind ; 
and, to the admiration of all his disciples, persevered in 

‘ Aristotle, in his “ Niconiachean Ethics,” has sliown with liis 
usual accuracy, tliat avarice is worse tlian profusion. l’’ir.-^f, 
because it is incurable. For it is the vice of old ago, and increases 
with age. It is also manifold, and has nothing in conunon with 
liberality. In the third j)lace, it is not useful to any one, not even 
to him who labours under it. Hence the ])roveih, that the avari- 
cious man never benefits, but wlien lie dies ; for then he begins to 
be useful. And in the fourth place, men more frequently sin in 
this vice than in that of profusion. But prodigality is less a vi(‘e 
than avarice, first, because it may be easily cured and correct(*d, 
partly by increase of age, and partly by a defect of wealth, h'or 
poverty at length compels the prodigal to stop his profusion. An<l 
in the next place, prodigality is more allied to liberality than 
avarice ; so far as, by giving, it is also useful to others ; and on 
that account it is likewise sometimes praised. In short, if there 
is not any thing more excellent than goodness, and bocjnise there 
is not, we call God goodness itself, and if the very essence of gocMl- 
ness consists in imparting in a becoming manner, there cannot be 
any thing worse than avarice, .since the very essence of it consists 
in failing to give. 
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this custom to the end of his life. To the mere critic and 
philologist, Plotinus will doubtless appear inexcusable for 
such important omissions; but to the sublime and con- 
templative genius, his negligence will be considered as the 
result of vehement conception, and profound ratiocination. 
Such, indeed, was the power of his intellect, that when he 
had once conceived the whole disposition of his thoughts 
from the beginning to the end, and had afterwards com- 
mitted them to writing, his composition was so connected, 
that he appeared to be merely transcribing from a book. 
Hence he would discuss his domestic affairs without de- 
parting from the actual intention of his mind ; and at one 
and the same time transact the necessary negociations of 
friendship, and preserve an uninterrupted survey of the 
things he had proposed to consider. In consequence of 
this uncommon power of intellection, when he returned 
to writing, after the departure of the person with whom 
he had been conversing, he did not review what he had 
written, owing, as we have observed, to the defect of his 
sight; and yet he so connected the preceding with the 
subsequent conceptions, as if his composition had never 
been interrupted. Hence he was at the same time present 
with others and with himself, so that as Porphyry ob- 
serves, the self-converted energy of his intellect was nevei 
remitted, except perhaps in sleep, which the paucity of his 
food (for he frequently abstained even from bread) and 
his incessant conversion to intellect, contributed in no 
small degree to expel. 

Several women also vehemently admired the doctrines 
of Plotinus ; and also many noble persons of both sexes, 
when at the point of death, committed their children and 
all their property to Plotinus, as to a certain sacred and 
divine guardian. Hence, says Porphyry, the house of 
Plotinus was filled with boys and viigins (among the 
number of which was Potamon), whom he educated with 
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diligence and care. Nor was he wearied in hearing the 
procurators of his pupils, rendering an account of their 
conduct, or paying an accurate attention to the exj)enditure 
of their income, affirming, that as they did not yet philo- 
sophize, they ought to possess their own property, and 
receive their annual rents without detriment. Yet though 
he was so attentive to his pupils in the necessary concerns 
of life, the intellectual energy of his soul while he was 
awake, never suffered any interruption from externals, nor 
any remission of vigour. He was likewise extremely mild 
in his manners, and was easy of access to all his friends 
and adherents. Hence, so great was his philosophic 
urbanity, that though he resided at Home six-and- twenty 
years, and had been the arbitrator of many litigious 
causes, which he amicably dissolved, yet he had no enemy 
throughout that vast and illustrious city. 

But though Plotinus was so greatly esteemed at Rome, 
and in general by all who had the happiness of his ac- 
quaintance, yet he had one vehement enemy in the person 
of Alexandrinus Olympius, who had been for a short time 
the disciple of Ammonius, and who arrogantly conceived 
himself ta be the first of philosophers, and conducted 
himself contemptuously towards Plotinus. So deadly, 
indeed, was his hatred of oui philosopher, that he attempted 
to invade him, by drawing down, through magical arts, 
the baneful influences of the stars. The attempt was 
however vain, and noxious to its author. For the sidereal 
defluxions, instead of being hurtful to Plotinus, were 
reflected on Olympius. Hence he exclaimed to his com- 
panions, “ that the soul of Plotinus possessed such a 
mighty power, that it immediately repelled malignant 
influences directed upon his person, on the authors of the 
evil.” But Plotinus, when Olympius first machinated his 
sidereal inchantments, was conscious of his design, and 
said to his friends : Now the body of Olympius is con- 
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tracted like a purse, and all liis members are bruised 
toj^ether.” After Olympius, therefore, had often found to 
his own detriment, that the baneful influences intended 
for Plotinus was repelled on himself, he desisted from 
siicli Ijaso and fruitless undertakings. Indeed, says Por- 
pJiyry, Plotinus naturally possessed something greater 
than the rest of mankind, which the following extra- 
ordinary relation abundantly evinces. A certain Egyptian 
priest, who at that time was at Eome, and who became 
known to Plotinus through one of his friends (perhaps 
Porphyry himself), being desirous to exhibit his wisdom 
in that illustrious city, persuaded our philosopher to attend 
him, for the purpose of beholding, through his invocations, 
his familiar daemon; to wdiich request Plotinus readily 
consented. Ihit the invocation w^as performed in the 
temple of Isis ; tliis being the only pure place in Kome the 
Egyptian priest was able to find. How^ever, instead of a 
da‘mon, as was expected, a God approached, who was not, 
says Porj)hyry, in the genus of daemons. The Egyptian 
astonished at the unexpected event exclaimed, “ Happy 
Plotinus, who hast a God fora daemon,^ and whose familiar 
attendant does not rank among the inferior kind ! ** This 
extraordinary, however, and delightful vision was of short 
duration. For the priest affirmed, that it was not then 
lawful to ask any question, or any longer to enjoy the 
vision, because a certain friend who was present at the 

‘ “The most perfect souls (says Ihoclus in MS. Comment, in 
‘ .\lcibiad.’ 1.) who are conversant w'ith generation in an undefiled 
manner, as they choose a life conformable to their presiding God, 
so they live according to a divine daemon, who conjoined them to 
their proper deity when they dwelt on high. Hence, the Egyptian 
priest admired Plotinus, as being governed by a divine daemon. 
And prior to this he observes, that “ the first and highest daemons 
are divine, and wlio often appear as Gods, through their transcen 
dent similitude to the divinities. For that which is first in every 
order preserves the form of the nature prior to itself. ” 
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spectacle, suffocated some birds which he held in his hands 
for the sake of safety, either impelled by envy or terrified 
through fear. As Plotinus therefore was allotted a daemon 
belonging to the diviner orders, the divine eye of his soul 
was perpetually elevated to this guardian deity. On this 
account, he composed a book, “On the Ihemous** Avliich 
are allotted to us, in which he diligently endeavours to 
assign the causes of the diversity subsisting among lliest' 
attendants on mankind. 

Plotinus likewise appears to have })ossL‘ssed a mo.st 
extraordinary skill in physiognomy, as is evinced by the 
following circumstance. A lady named Chion, who 
together with her daughters resided in his house, and 
there happily passcnl a chaste widowhood, was fraudu- 
lently deprived of a very valuable necklace. In con- 
sequence of this, all the servants and domestics were 
summoned into the presence of Plotinus, who regarded 
their several countenances, selected one of them, and 
accused him of the theft. The man was immediately 
chastised, and for some time denied the fact, but at lengtli 
confessed his guilt, and restored the necklace. In a 
similar manner (says Porphyry) he wonderfully predicted 
the destiny of the young men of his acquaintance ; as of 
one Polemo, he foretold, that he would be very much 
addicted to love, and would live but for a short time, 
which happened according to his prediction. But the last 
instance of his sagacity, related by Porphyry, excels all 
the rest, both in the singular skill which it displays, and 
the happy consequences it produced. Porphyry, as wo are 
informed by Eunapius in his life of him, on his first 
acquaintance with Plotinus, bade a final farewell to all his 
preceptors, and wholly applied himself to the friendship 
and confidence of this wonderful man. Here he filled his 
mind with science, and drew abundantly witliout satiety, 
from the perennial fountain, seated in the sanctuary of the 
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soul of Plotinus. But afterwards, being vanquished as it 
were, by the magnitude of his doctrines, he conceived a 
hatred of body, and could no longer endure the fetters of 
mortality. “ Hence,” says Porphyry, “ I formed an intention 
of desti'oying myself, which Plotinus perceived, and as I 
was walking home stood before me, and said that my 
design was not the dictate of a sound intellect, but was 
the effect of a certain melancholy disease. In consequence 
of this, he ordered me to depart from Rome, and accor- 
dingly I went to Sicily, particularly as I heard that a 
certain worthy and elegant man dwelt at that time about 
Lilyboeum, And thus indeed I was liberated from this 
[deadly] intention, but was hindered from being present 
with Plotinus till his death.” 

But the great reputation of this divine man was not 
confined to the senate and people of Rome : for the 
emperor Gallienus and his wife Salonina honoured his 
person and reverenced his doctrine. Indeed, so highly 
was he esteemed by the emperor, that relying on his 
benevolence, lie requested that a city in Campania, which 
had been formerly destroyed, might be restored, and 
rendered a fit habitation for philosophers ; and besides 
this that it might be governed by the laws of Plato, and 
called Platonopolis. Tlie emperor indeed assented to his 
wishes, and the philosopher would have easily accomplished 
his intentions, if some of the emperor^s familiars, impelled 
by envy or indignation, or some other depraved cause, had 
not impeded its execution. 

This very extraordinary man, as we are informed by 
Porphyry, was strenuous in discourse, and most powerful 
in discovering and conceiving what was appropriate ; but 
in certain words he was incorrect. While he was speaking, 
however, there was an evident indication of the predomi- 
nance of intellect in his conceptions. For the light of it 
diffused itself as far as to his countenance, which was 
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indeed at all times lovely, but was then particularly beau- 
tiful. For then a certain attenuated and dewy moisture 
appeared on his face, and a pleasing mildness shone forth. 
Then, also, he exhibited a placid gentleness in receiving 
questions, and demonstrated a vigour uncommonly robust 
in the solution of them. When Porphyry once had inter- 
rogated him for three days, on the manner in wliich the 
soul is present with the body, he persevered in demon- 
strating the mode of its conjunction. And when a certain 
person, named Thauinasius, entered his school, for the 
purpose of discussing general questions in philosophy, and 
premised that he wished to hear Plotinus explain the 
books that were read in his school, but that he was pre- 
vented by the questions and answers of Porphyry, Plotinus 
replied : Unless we dissolve the doubts of Porphyry, we 
shall not be able to explain any thing in the book which 
you wish us to make the subject of discussion.” He wrote 
as he spoke, strenuously * and with abundance of intellect. 
His style also is concise, and abounds more with pro- 
fundity of conception than cox>iousnoss of words. “ He 
poured forth many things,” says Porphyry, under the iii- 
tluence of inspiration ; and was wonderfully affected with 
the subjects lie discussed. The latent dogmas of the 
Stoics and Peripatetics, are mingled in his writings; and 
he has condensed in them the metaphysics of Aristotle. 
He was not ignorant of any geometrical, arithmetical, 
mechanical, oi>tical, or musical theorem, though he never 
applied these sciences to practical purposes. The com- 
mentaries of the Platonic philosophers, Cronius, Numenius, 
Gaius, Atticus, &c. ; as also of the Peripatetics, Aspasius, 
Alexander, Adrastus, &c., were read in his school ; but he 
borrowed nothing whatever from these. For his concep- 
tions were entirely his own, and his theory was different 

‘ In the original (Tv^ro/tof ; but from wliat follows, it is evident 
that it should be avvrovog. 
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from theirs. In his investigations he exhibited the intel- 
lect of Amraonius. He was also rapidly filled with what 
he read ; and having in a few words given tlie meaning of 
a profound theory, he arose. Having once read the trea- 
tise of Longinus “ concerning principles,” he said “ that 
Longinus was indeed a philologist, but by no means a 
philosopher.” When in the celebration of Plato’s nativity, 
Porphyry recited a poem which he called the Sacred 
Marriage,” ^ and a certain person who was present observed 
that Porphyry was mad, because many things were said 
in the poem mystically and latently, accompanied with a 
divine afflatus, Plotinus openly exclaimed, “You have 
shown yourself at the same time a poet, ji philosopher, and 
an hierophant.” On a certain time too, an orator named 
Diophanes read an apology for the intoxicated Alcibiades 
in the Banquet of Plato, endeavouring to prove that it was 
proper for the sake of learning virtue, that the lover should 
expose himself to the object of his attachment, and not 
even refuse venereal congres.s. But while he was reading 
this licentious defence, Plotinus often rose from his seat, 
as if he would suddenly leave the assembly ; but he 
restrained himself till it was finished. However, when he 

‘ According to the Orjihic theology as we Icarii from Procliis, 
tliat divinity who is the cause of stable power and sameness, tlie 
supplier of being, and the first princijde of conversion to all things, 
is of a male characteristic; hut the divinity which emits from 
itself all-various progressions, sepaiations, measures of life, and 
prolific powers, is feminine. And a communication of energies 
between the two, Avas denominated by this theology a sacred 
marriage, Proelus adds, “ that thcologists at one time perceiving 
this communion in co-ordinate Gods, called it the marriage of 
Jupiter and Juno, Heaven and Earth, Saturn and Rhea. But at 
another time surveying it in the conjunction of subordinate with 
superior Gods, they called it the marriage of Jupiter and Ceres. 
And at another, perceiving it in the union of superior with inferior 
divinities, they donomiiiated it the marriage of dupiter and Pro" 
serpine.” Vid. ITocl. in Tim.” et in “ Parmenid.'’ 
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left the company, he desired Porpliyry to confute the 
oration. But when Porphyry requested the orator to lend 
him his discourse for this purpose, and was refused, he 
answered him from recollection, and delivered his answer 
in the presence of the same auditors as had attended 
Diophanes. On this occasion Plotinus was so delighted, 
tliat he often repeated in the assembly, 

“ Thus write and you’ll illuminate mankind.” * 

Plotinus likewise applied himself to the canons concern- 
ing the stars, but not according to a very mathematical 
mode. That is, we may presume, he very little regarded 
the calculation of eclipses, or measuring the distance of the 
suii and moon from the earth, or detormiiiiug the magni- 
tudes and velocities of the planets. For he considered 
employments of this kind, as more the province of the 
matliematiciau, than of the profound and intellectual phi- 
losopher. The mathematical sciences are ind(‘ed the proi)er 
iuetuis of acquiring wisdom, but they ought never to be 
considered as its end. They are the bridge as it wore 
between sense and intellect, by which we may safely j)ass 
through the night of oblivion, over the dark and stormy 
ocean of matter, to the lucid regions of the intelligible 
world. And he who is desirous of returning to his true 
country, will speedily pass over this bridge witliout making 
any needless delays in his passage. But he more accurately 
investigated the doctrine of Astrologers about tlie influences 
of the stars, and not finding their predictions to be certain, 
he frequently confuted them in his writings. 

At that time there were many Christians and others, 
who forsaking the ancient philosophers became the 
followers of Adelphius and Aquilinus. These men 

' A line somewhat altered from Homer. Tlie original is, 

OoW’ ovra/( ahiv n Ciavauitn ytvrtai. 

JlUtd, 8 . V. 282 . 
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possessed many writings of Alexander Libycus, Philoco- 
mus, Demostratus, and Lydus; and openly exhibited 
certain revelations of Zoroaster, Zostrianus, Nicotheus, 
Allogenes, Mesus, and others of a like kind. They also 
deceived many, and^were themselves deceived, asserting 
that Plato had by no means penetrated the depth of an 
intelligible essence. On this occasion, Plotinus urged 
many arguments in his conferences against these impostors, 
and composed a treatise in confutation of their tenets, 
which Porphyry inscribed ** against the Gnostics.” But 
Amelius wrote forty books against the treatise of Zostria- 
nus ; and Porphyry showed by a variety of arguments that 
the book which they attributed to Zoroaster was spurious 
and recent, and was fabricated by the propagators of the 
heresy, in order that their opinions might pass for the 
genuine dogmas of the ancient Zoroaster. 

Porphyry farther informs us, that some Greeks falsely 
accused Plotinus of being a plagiary of the doctrines of 
Numcnius ; which calumny Tryphon, a Stoic and Platonist, 
told to Amelius. On this occasion Amelius wrote a 
treatise, inscribed by Porphyry, on the difference between 
the dogmas of Plotinus and Numenius, which he dedicated 
to Porphyry. Each of the books indeed of this truly great 
man bears such evident marks of original thought and 
singular depth, the execution in each is so similar, and the 
conceptions so uncommonly abstruse, that no one can 
understand his meaning, and believe him indebted to the 
labours of others. Porphyry adds, that he was likewise 
considered by many as a mere trifler, and treated with 
contempt, because, says he, they could by no means under- 
stand what ho said. Besides, the manners of Plotinus 
contributed to produce and increase this disdain. For he 
was foreign from all sophistical ostentation and pride; 
and conducted himself, in the company of disputants, with 
the same freedom and ease as in his familiar discourses. 
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With the superficial and the vain indeed^ a haughty 
carriage and severe aspect are considered as the badges of 
wisdom ; but nothing in reality is more foreign from its 
possession. For true wisdom when it is deeply possessed, 
gives affability and modesty to the manners, illumines the 
countenance with a divine serenity, and diffuses over the 
whole external form an air of dignity and ease. Add to 
this, that Plotinus did not hastily disclose to every one tl e 
syllogistic necessities which were latent in his discourse. 

The same thing,’* says Porphyry, happened to me, 
when I first heard Plotinus. On which account I en- 
deavoured to excite him by writing against him, and 
striving to show that intellections are external to intellects 
But after the writings of Porphyry on this subject were 
read to Plotinus, he said smiling : “ It must be your em- 
ployment, Amelius, to dissolve these doubts, occasioned by 
his ignorance of our oi>inion.” After Amelius, therefore, 
had composed no small treatise against the objections of 
Porphyry, and Porphyry had again contradicted his 
writings, and was once more answered by Amelius ; “At 
length,” says Porphyry, “ having scarcely after all these 
attempts fathomed the depth * of Plotinus, I changed my 

^ If therefore a man of such great sagacity and penetration an 
Porphyry, and who from the period in which he lived possessed 
advantages with respect to the attainment of philosophy which 
are denied to every modem, found so much difficulty in fathoming 
the profundity of Plotinus, there must necessarily be very few at 
present by whom this can be accomplished. Let no one therefore 
deceive himself by fancying that he can understand the writings 
of Plotinus by barely reading them. For as the subjects which he 
discusses are for the most part the objects of intellect alone, to 
understand them is to see them, and to see them is to come into 
contact with them. But this is only to be accomplished by long 
familiarity with, and a life conformable to the things themselves. 
For then, as Plato says, “ a light as if leaping from a fire, will on 
a sudden be enkindled in the soul, and will then itself nourish 
itself.” See Plato’s 7th Epistle. 


c 
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opinion, wrote a recantation of my error, which I recited 
in his school ; considered the books of Plotinus ever after 
as most worthy of belief, and excited my master to the 
ambition of disclosing his opinions in a more particular 
and copious manner.” 

The testimony of the celebrated Longinus also concem> 
ing our philosopher, sufficiently evinces bis uncommon 
excellence and worth; and in the present age will pro- 
bably be more esteemed than the eulogium of Porphyry. 
In a letter, therefore, which he wrote to Porphyry desiring 
him to come from Sicily into Phoenicia where he resided, 
and to bring with him the books of Plotinus, he writes 
among other things as follows: “These books (meaning 
those written by Plotinus) are not moderately faulty, so 
that I have no means of using them, though I desire 
above measure to inspect what Plotinus has written on the 
soul, aud on being.” And again, “Do not send these 
l)ooks but bring them with you, and not these alone, but 
any others which may have escaped the notice of Amelins. 
For why should I not inquire with the greatest diligence after 
the writings of this man, since they deserve the highest honour 
and veneration? This indeed I have always signified to 
you, both when present and absent, and when you resided at 
Tyre, that I could not understand many of the hypotheses 
of the books of Plotinus ; hut that I transcendently loved and 
reverenced the manner of his writing, the density of his con- 
ceptioTis, and the very ^philosophic disposition of his questions. 
And indeed I judge that the investigators of truth ought only to 
compare the boohs of Plotinus with the most excellent worhs.'* 

This testimony of Longinus is the more remarkable, as, 
prior to this, he had for a long time despised our philo* 
sopher, through the ignorant aspersions of others. The 
wonderful genius of Plotinus, was indeed so concealed 
under the garb of modesty, that before fame had an- 
nounced his worth it was only visible to a penetraling and 
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sagacious few. But Longinus, sajs Porphyry, thought 
the works of Plotinus which he had received from Amelins 
incorrect, through the fault of the transcribers. For if 
any, the books in the ]>ossession of Amelins were correct, 
because they were transcribed from the mauuscrij)ts of 
Plotinus. Porphyry has likewise preserved the preface of 
a book composed by Longinus, inscribed, “ Concerning the 
End,'' and dedicated to Plotinus and A melius, in the 
course of which he says of our philosopher, “ That Plotinvs, 
as it seems, has more certainly explained the Pythagoric and, 
Platonic principles than his predecessors. For the writings 
of Numenius, Cronins, Moderatus, and Thrasylliis, are not 
to he compared for accuracy in any part, with the boohs of 
Plotinus on the same subjects'* 

If such then is the decision of Longinus concerning the 
abilities and writings of this extraordinary man ; of Lon- 
ginus, who is celebrated by one of our first poets, as 
inspired by all the Nine ; ** and whose literary reputation 
is universal; what judgment must we form of the philo- 
sophic taste of tlie present age, when wo find that the very 
name of Plotinus is known but to a few, and his works 
scarcely to any The inference is obvious ; let the reader 
draw it and lament. But, says Porphyry, if it be requisite 
to employ the testimony of the wise, who is wiser than a 
God ? than a God who truly said of himself : 

** The sands’ amount, the measures of tlie sea, 

Tho’ vast the number, are well known t<j me. 

I know the thoughts within the dumb conceal’d. 

And words I hear by language unreveal’d.” * 

And this is no other than Apollo, who, when Amelius 
^ In the original : 

Ol$a r* aptOftbv, koI furpa BaKdvtrrig, 

Km loit^ov ^vvifffUf koI ov XdXiovrog diroviii. 

And this is the first part of the celebrated oracle given to Creesus, 
as related by Herodotus. 
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inquired of his oracle whither the soul of Plotinus had 
migrated, answered as follows : 

“ To strains immortal full of heav’nly fire, 

My harp 1 tune well strung with vocal wire ; 

Dear to divinity a friend I praise, 

Who claims those notes a Cod alone can raise. 

For him a Coil in verse melliduous sings, 

And beats with golden rod the warbling strings, 
lie present Muses, and with general voice 
And all the powers of harmony rejoice ; 

Let all the measures of your art be try’d 
In rapt’rous sounds, as when Achilles dy’d. 

When Homer’s melodj' the hand inspir’d, 

And god-like fanes every bosom fir’d. 

And lo 1 the sacred choir of Muses join, 

And in one general hymn their notes combine. 

I Phoebus in the midst, to whom belong 
The sacred pow’rs of verse, begin the song. 

Genius sublime ! once bound in mortal ties, 

A dienion now and more than mortals wdse. 

Freed from those meiiibera that with deadly weight 
And stormy whirl enchain’d thy soul of late ; 

O’er Life’s rough ocean thou hast gain’d that shore, 
Where storms molest and change impairs no more ; 

And struggling thro’ its deeps with vig’rous mind, 

Pass’d the dark stream, and left base souls behind. 

Plac’d wliere no darkness ever can obscure, 

Where nothing enters sensual and impure ; 

Where shines- eternal God’s unclouded ray, 

And gilds the realms of intellectual day. 

Oft merg’d in matter, by strong leaps you try’d 
To bound aloft, and cast its folds aside ; 

To shun the bitter stream of sanguine life, 

Its whirls of sorrow, and its storm of strife. 

While in the middle of its boist’rous waves 
Thy soul robust, the deep’s deaf tumult braves ; 

Oft beaming from the Gods thy piercing sight 
Beheld in paths oblique a sacred light : 

Whence rapt from sense with energy divine, 

Before thine eyes immortal splendours shine ; 

Whose plenteous rays in darkness most profound. 
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Thy steps directed and illumin’d round. 

Nor was the vision like the dreams of slecp» 

But seen while vigilant you brave the deep ; 

While from your eyes you shake the gloom of night, 

The glorious prospects burst upon your sight; 

Prospects behold but rarely by the wise, 

Tho’ men divine and fav’rites of the skies. 

But now vset free from the lethargic folds, 

By which th’ indignant soul dark matter holds ; 

The natal bonds deserted, now you soar, 

And rank with daunoii forms a man no more. 

In that blest realm where love and friendshi]> reign, 

And pleasures ever dwell unmixt with pain ; 

Where streams ambrosial in immortal course 
Iriiguous flow, from deity their source. 

No dark’ning cloud.s those happy skies assail, 

And the calm mther knows no stormy gale. 

Supremely blest thy lofty soul abides, 

Where Minos and his brother judge presides ; 

Just /Eacus and Plato the divine, 

And fair Pythag’ras there exalted shine ; 

With other souls who form the general choir 
Of love immortal, and of pure desire ; 

And who one common station are as.sign’d, 

With genii of the most exalted kind. 

Thrice happy thou ! who, life’s long labours past. 

With holy da?mons dost reside at last ; 

From Ijody loosen’d and from cares at rest, 

Thy life most stable, and divine thy feast. 

Now ev’ry Muse who for Plotinus sings, 

Here cease with me to tune the vocal strings ; 

For thu.s my golden harp, with art divine, 

Has told— Plotinus ! endless bliss is thine.” 

“According to this oracle then,** says Poi'phyry, “Plo- 
tinus was worthy and mild, gentle and endearing, and 
such as we truly found him to be. It also asserts that he 
was vigilant, that he had a pure soul, and that he was always 
tending to divinity, which he most ardently loved. Like- 
wise that he endeavoured with all his might to emerge 
from the bitter waters of this sanguine life. Hence, when 
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by the assistance of this divine light he had frequently 
raised himself by his conceptions to the first God who is 
beyond intellect/ and by employing for this purpose the 
patlis narrated by Plato in the Bawiuet^ the supreme 
divinity appeared to him, who has neither any form nor 
idea, but is established above intellect and every intelli- 
gible ; to whom also I Porphyry say that I once approached, 
and was united, when I was sixty-eight years of age. The 
mark, therefore, at which all his endeavours aimed, ap- 
peared to Plotinus to be near. For the end and scope 
with him consisted in approximating and being united to 
the God who is above all things. But he four times ob- 
tained this end while I was with him, and this by an 
ineffable energy, and not in capacity. The oracle also adds, 
that while Plotinus was wandering [on the sea of life] tho 
Gods frequently directed him into the right path, by 
benignantly extending to him abundant rays of divine 
light ; so that he may be said to have composed his works 
from the contemplation and intuition of divinity, But 
from a vigilant iiitemal and external contemplation, he is 
said by the oracle to have seen many beautiful spectacles, 
wdiich no other philosopher has easily beheld. For merely 
human contemplation may indeed have various degrees of 
excellence, but when compared with divine knowledge, 
though it may be elegant and pleasing, yet cannot fathom 
a depth, such as is penetrated by the Gods. Hitherto 
the oracle has shown what were the energies of Plotinus, 
and what he obtained, wdiile surrounded with body. But 
after his liberation from body, it declares that he arrived 
at the divine society, where friendship, pure desire, joy and 
love, suspended from deity, perpetually reign. Besides 
this, it also says that the sons of God, Minos, Ehadaman- 
thus, and iEacus, are the judges of souls ; and that Plo- 

^ Tov vov is omitted in the original; but both the sense and the 
version of Ficinus render the insertion of it necessary. 
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tiiius departed to these, not for the purpose of receiving 
their decisions of his conduct, but to enjoy their conversa- 
tion, with whom also other Gods of the most excellent 
kind associate. It further says that Plato and Pytha- 
goras likewise reside here, togetjier with such other souls 
as stably form the choir of immortal love ; and that the 
most blessed djemons have here fixed their abode. And iu 
the last place it adds, that the life of this divine society is 
ever flourishing, and full of joy, and perseveres in perptv 
tuity of bliss through the beiieticent communications of 
the Gods.’* 

And thus much for the life of Plotinus, who was a 
philosopher pre-eminently distinguished for the strength 
and profundity of his intellect, and tho purity and eleva- 
tion of his life. He was a being wise without the usual 
mixture of human darkness, and great without the general 
combination of human weakness and imperfection. Hq 
seems to have left the orb of light solely for the benelit of 
mankind; that he might teach them how to repair the 
ruin contracted by their exile from good, and how to re- 
turn to their true country, and legitimate kindred and 
allies. I do not mean tluit he descended into mortality, for 
the purpose of unfolding the sublimest truths to the vulgar 
part of mankind ; for this would have been a vain and 
ridiculous attempt ; ^ since the eyes of the multitude, as 

‘ In every class of being^s in the universe (as I have elsewhere 
observed) there is ca first, a iniddlc, and a last, in order that the 
])rogression of things may form one unbroken chain, originating 
from deity, and terminating in matter. In consequence of tliis 
connection, one part of the human species naturally coalesces, 
through transcendency, with beings of an order superior to man ; 
another part, through diminution, unites with the brutal species ; 
and a third part, which .subsists as the connecting medium between 
the other two, possesses those properties which characterize human 
nature in a manner not exceeding but exactly commensurate to tho 
condition of humanity. The first of these parts, from its surpa.ss 
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Plato justly observes, are not strong enough to look to 
truth. But he came as a guide to the few who are born 
with a divine destiny ; and are struggling to 

gain the lost region of light, but know not how to break 
the fetters by which the>\are detained: who are impatient 
to leave the obscure cavern of sense, whore all is delusion 
and shadow, and to ascend to the realms of intellect, where 
all is substance ami reality. 

This very extraordinary man also appears to have been 
the first of the Platonic philosophers, who clearly and dis- 
tincily asserted the subsistence of the throe hypostases 
that rank as principles (ajo^^tcai v7ro<yra<r£<e) viz. the good, 
intellect^ and soul, and who demonstrated that there can 
be neither more nor less than these. But these three 
are thus d(mominated, because they are not consub- 
sistent; and they are not consubsistent, because they 
are essentially different from each other. For according 

ing excellence, consists of a small number of mankind. That 
which subsists as the middle, is numerous. But that w’hich ranks 
as the last in gradation, is composed of a countless multitude, 

“ Thick as autumnal leaves that strow the brooks 

In Vallombrosa.” 

In consequence of this beautiful gradation, the most subordinate 
part of mankiml are only to be benefited by good rulers, laws, and 
customs, through which they become peaceable members of the 
communities in wliicli they live, and make a proficiency, as 
Maximus Tyriiis well obsserves, not by any accession of good, but 
by a diminution of evil. Hence the i>resent efforts to enlighten by 
education the lowest class of mankind is an attempt to break the 
golden chain of beings, to disorganise society, and to render the 
vulgar dissatisfied udth the servile situations in which God and 
nature intended them to he placed. In short, it is an attempt cal- 
culated to render life intolerable, and knowledge contemptible, 
to subvert all order, introduce anarchy, render superstition 
triumphant, and restore, in the language of Pope, the throne of 

— “ Night primfiBval and of Chaos old,” 
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to Plato the good is superessential ; intellect is an impartible, 
immoveable essence ; and soul is a self-motive essence, and 
subsists as a medium between intellect and the nature 
which is distributed about bodies.' By no means there- 
fore is the Platonic the same with the Christian trinity, as 
the advocates for the latter have ignorantly and idly sup- 
posed. For the good or the highest God according tc Plato 
being so perfectly exempt from all multitude, that he is 
even beyond essence, is not to bo connumerated with any 
thing, or to be co-arranged with the second and third 
principles in. the above-mentioned or any other triad. 
Indeed, according to the philosopliy of Plato, as I have 
elsewhere shown, in every order of things a triad is the 
immediate progeny of a monad. Hence the intelligible 
triad proceeds immediately from the ineffable principle of 
things. Phanes, or intelligible intellect, who is the last of 
the intelligible order, is the monad, leader, and producing 
cause of a triad, which is denominated rorfrog Kal roipog, 
i.e. intelligible and at the same time intellectual. In like 
manner the extremity of this order produces immediately 
from itself the intellectual triad, Saturn, Khea, and 
Jupiter. Again, Jupiter, who is also the demiurgus, is the 
monad of the supermundane triad. Apollo, who subsists 
at the extremity of the supermundane order, produces a 
triad of liberated Gods. {Owl dwoXvroi.) And the extremity 
of the liberated order becomes the monad of a triad of 
mundane Gods.^ This theory too, which is the progeny of 
the most consummate science, is in perfect conformity with 

^ See my translation of Proclus* “Elements of Theology,” where 
all this is shown by geometrical necessities to be true. See also the 
sixth book of the “Kepublic of Plato,” in which Socrates clearly 
asserts that fAe good is superessential ; and the “ Timseus,” in which 
the difference between intellect and soul is most clearly indicated. 
See likewise the notes on the third Epi.stle of Plato in vol. v. of my 
translation of his works. 

* See my translation of Proclus on the “ Theology of Plato.* 
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the theology of the Chaldseans. And hence it is said in one 
of their oracles, “ In every world a triad shines forth, of 
which a monad is the ruling principle.^' (Trcii rt yap kv Koaptp 
XapTrii rpinc* poviic 0 / 0 %** • 

This likewise appears to be the peculiarity of the philo- 
sophy of Plotinus, that it considered all the above- 
mentioned orders, all true beings that are superior to soul, 
and the multiform variety of ideas, or paradigms of things, 
as comprehended in one supreme int(‘llect, which it de- 
nominates the intelligible world, and as there subsisting in 
impartible union, without any specific distinction. Hence 
Plotinus was more anxiously employed in profoundly in- 
vestigating the nature of this divine world, than in scienti- 
fically unfolding the order of the beings it contains. In- 
deed, his genius on every subject seems to have been more 
adapted to an intimate perception of the occult essence of 
a thing, than to an explanation of its gradual evolution, 
and a description of the mode of its participations. How- 
ever, though he did not develoj)e the more particular pro- 
gressions of true beings, yet he inserted the principles of 
this sublime investigation in his writings ; and laid the 
foundation of that admirable and beautiful system, which 
was gradually revealed by succeeding Platonists, and at last 
received its perfection by the acute, accurate, and elegant 
genius of Produs.' 

* The following beautiful extract from the treatise of Plotinus, 
“On intelligible beauty,” is a specimen of his manner of surveying 
all things, as subsisting without specific distinction in one supreme 
intellect. The whole of the extract likew ise is the result of votpd 
ivtfioXn, or intuition through the projecting energies of intellect. 

“ All the Gods are venerable and beautiful, and their beauty is 
immense. What else however is it but intellect through which 
they are such ? and because intellect energizes in them in so gi'oat 
a degree as to render them visible [by its light] ? For it is not be- 
cause their bodies are beautiful. For those Gods that have bodies, 
do not through this derive their subsistence as Gods ; but these also 
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are Gods through intellect. For they are not at one time wise, and 
at another destitute of wisdom ; hut they are always wise, in an 
impassive, stable, and pure intellect. They likewise know all 
things, not human concerns [precedaneously] but their own, which 
are divine, and such os intellect sees. Of the Gods however, those 
that are in the sensible heaven, for they abound in leisure, always 
contemplate, as if remotely, what the intelligible heaven contains, 
and this with an elevated head. But those that dwell in the 
latter, occupy the whole of the heaven * which is there, and survey 
[its blessed] inhabitants. For all things there are heaven, and 
there the earth is heaven, as also are the sea, animals, plants, and 
men. And in short, every thing pertaining to that heaven is 
celestial. The Gods likewise that it contains do not think men 
undeserving of their regard*, nor any thing else that is there 
[because every thing there is divine t]. And they occupy and per- 
vade without ceasing the whole of that [blissful] region. For the 
life which is there is unattended with labour, and truth [as Plato 
says in the ‘Phaedrus*] is their generator, and nutriment, their 
essence and nurse. They likewise see all things, not those with 
which generation, but those with which essence is present. And 
they perceive themselves in others. For all things there are 
diaphanous ; and nothing is dark and resisting, but every thing is 
apparent to every one internally and throughout. For liglit every 
where meets with light ; since every thing contains all things in 
itself, and again sees all things in another. So that all things are 
every where, and all is all. Each thing likewise is every thing. 
And the splendour there is infinite. For every thing there is great, 
since even that which is small is great. The sun too which is 
there is all the stars ; and again each star is the sun and all the 
stars. In each, however, a different property predominates, but at 
the same time all things are visible in each. Motion likewise there 
is pure ; for the motion is not confounded by a mover different 
from it. Permanen(^ also suffers no change of its nature, because 


* The heaven wliich Plotinus here celebrates as the same with 
the intelligible world, and the supreme intellect, belongs, accurately 
speaking, to that divine order which is denominated by the Chal- 
dman theologists vonrhc leai votpbe, intelligible and at the eame time 
inUUeeiwdt and is beautifully unfolded by Proclus in his fourth 
book “On the Theology of Plato.*’ 
t From the version of Ficinus it appears that the words 5n n&t 
heii Btiov are omitted in the originaL 
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it is not mingled with the unstable. And the beautiful there ii 
beautiful, because it does not subsist in beauty [as in a subject]. 
Each thing too is there established, not as in a foreign land, but 
the seat of each thing is that which each thing is ; and concurs 
with it, while it proceeds as it were on high from whence it origi- 
nated. Nor is the thing itself different from the place in which it 
subsists. For the subject of it is intellect, and it is itself intellect. 
Just as if some one should conceive thcat stars germinate from the 
light of this visible heaven which is luminous. In this sensible 
region therefore, one part is not produced from another, but each part 
is alone a part. But there each part always proceeds from the whole, 
and is at the same time eacJi part and the whole. For it appears 
indeed as a part ; but by him whose sight is acute, it will be seen 
as a whole ; viz. by him whose sight resembles that which Lynceus 
is said to have possessed, and which penetrated the interior parts 
of the eartli ; the fable obscurely indicating the acuteness of the 
vision of supernal eyes. There is likewise no weariness of the 
vision w’hich is there, nor any plenitude of perception which can 
bring intuition to an end. For neither was there any vacuity, 
which when filled might cause the visive energy to cease ; nor is 
this one thing, but that another, so as to occasion a part of one 
thing not to be amicable with that of another. Whatever likewise 
is there, possesses an untamed and unwearied power. And that 
which is there insatiable is so, because its plenitude never causes it 
to despise that by which it is filled. For by seeing it more abun- 
dantly sees, and perceiving both itself and the objects of its percep- 
tion to be iiiliiiite, it follows its own nature [in unceasing contem- 
plation]. And life indeed is not wearisome to any one, when it is 
pure. Why, therefore, should that which leads the most excellent 
life be weary ? But the life there is wisdom ; a wisdom not 
obtained by a reasoning process, because the wdiole of it always 
was, and is not In any respect deficient, so as to be in want of in- 
vestigation. But it is the first wisdom, and is not derived from 
another.” 
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I. 

ON THE VIKTUES.* 

II. ii. 

I. Since evils are here, and revolve from necessity about 
this [terrestrial] place, but the soul wishes to lly from 
evils, it is requisite to fly from hence. What therefore is 
the flight? To become similar, says Plato, to God. Ihit 
this will be effected, if we become just and holy, in coji- 
juiiction with [intellectual] prudence, and in sliort if we are 
[truly] virtuous. If therefore we are assimilated througli 
virtue, is it to one who pos.sesses virtue ? But to w hom 
are we assimilated ? To divinity. Are we then assimilated 
to that nature which appears to possess the virtues in a 
more eminent degree, and also to the soul of thew'orld, and 
to the intellect which is the leader in it, in which there i.s 
an admirable wisdom? For it is reasonable to su])pose 
that while we are here, we are assimilated to this intellect. 
Or is it not in the first place dubious, whether all the 
virtues are present with this intellect, such as temperance 
and fortitude, since there is nothing which can be dreadful 
to it? For nothing externally happens to it, nor do(.*s any 

^ See the additional notes at the end of this Volume, for a 
copious account of the politicaly cathartic and theoretic virtues, the 
subject of the present treatise of Plotinus. 
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thing pleasing approach to it, which when not present it 
may become desirous of possessing, or apprehending. But 
if it also has an appetite directed to the intelligibles, after 
which our souls aspire, it is evident that ornament and the 
virtues are from thence derived to us. Has therefore this 
intellect these virtues? Or may we not say, it is not 
reasonable to suppose, that it possesses what are called the 
political virtues, viz. prudence indeed, about the part that 
deliberates and consults ; fortitude about the irascible part ; 
temperance, in the agreement and concord of the part that 
desin's, with the reasoning power ; and justice, in each of 
those jjarts performing its proper office, with respect to 
governing and being governed. Shall we say therefore, 
that we are not assimilated to divinity according to the 
political virtues, but according to greater virtues which 
employ the same appellation ? But if according to others, 
are we not at all assimilated according to the political 
virtues ? Or is it not absurd that we should not in any 
respect be assimilated according to these ? Tor rumour 
also says, that these are divine. We must say, therefore, 
that we are after a maimer assimilated by them ; but that 
the assimilation is according to the greater virtues. In 
either way, however, it happens that divinity has virtues, 
though not such as the political. 

If, therefore, some one should grant, that though it is 
not possible to be assimilated according to such virtues as 
these, since we subsist differently with reference to other 
virtues, yet nothing hinders but that we by our virtues 
may be assimilated to that which does not possess virtue. 
But after what manner ? Thus, if any thing is heated by 
the presence of heat, it is necessary that also should be hot 
from whence the heat is derived. And if any thing is hot 
by the presence of fire, it is necessary that fire itself also 
should be hot by the presence of heat.^ To the first of 
^ For Tcvpts Btpfiov here, 1 read Bspftirtiroc, 
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these assertions, however, it may bo said, tliat there is heat 
in fire, but a connascent heat, so that it will follow from 
analogy, that virtue is indeed adventitious to the soul, but 
connascent with that nature from whence it is dei’ived by 
imitation. And with respect to the argument from fire, it 
may be said that divinity possesses virtue, but that virtue 
in him is in reality greater than virtue [because it subsists 
causally]. But if that virtue indeed, of which the soul 
participates, was the same with that from which it is 
derived, it would be necessary to speak in this inanmu*. 
Now, however, the one is different from the other. For 
neither is the sensible the same with the intelligible house 
[or with that which is the object of intellectual conception] 
though it is similar to it. And the sensible house parti- 
cipates of order and ornament; though thei’e is neither 
order, nor ornament, nor symmetry, in the productive 
principle of it in the mind. Thus, therefore, we partici- 
pate from thence [i,e. from divinity] of ornainent, order 
and consent, and these things pertain to virtue, but there 
consent, ornament and order, are not wanted, and therefore 
divinity has no need of virtue. We arc, liowovor, never- 
theless assimilated to what he possesses, through the j>re- 
sence of virtue. And thus much for the purpose of show- 
ing, that it is not necessary virtue should be there, though 
we are assimilated to divinity by virtue. But it is also 
necessary to introduce persuasion to what has been said, 
and not to bC satisfied with compulsion alone. 

II. In the first place, therefore, the virtues must be 
assumed, according to which we say that we are assimilated 
[to divinity,] in order that we may discover the same 
thing. For that which is virtue with us, being an imita- 
tion, is there an archetype as it were, and not virtue. By 
which we signify that there is a twofold similitude, one of 
which requires a sameness in the things that are similar, 
these being such as are equally assimilated from the same 
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thing ; but the other being that in which one thing is 
as.siniilate<l to another, but the latter ranks as first, and is 
not conyerted to tlie other, nor is said to be similar to it. 
Here, therefore, the similitude must be assumed after 
another manner ; since we do not require the same, but 
rather another form, the assimilation being effected after 
different manner. What, therefore, is virtue, both that 
which is univer.sal, and that which is particular? The 
discussion, liowever, will be more manifest by directing 
our attention to each of the virtues ; for thus that which 
is common, according to whicli all of them are virtues, will 
be easily apparent. The political virtues, therefore, of 
wdiich we have spoken above, truly adorn and render ua 
b(‘tter, bounding and moderating the desires, and in short 
the passions, and taking away false opinions from a more 
excellent nature, by limiting and placing the soul beyond 
tlui immoderate and indefinite, and by themselves receiving 
measure and bound. Perhaps, too, these measures are in 
soul as in matter, art' assimilated to the measure which is 
ill divinity, and })ossess a vestige of the bed which is there. 
For that wdiioh is in every respect deprived of measure, 
being matter, is entirely dissimilar [to divinity]. But so 
far as it receive.s ft>rin, so far it is assimihited to him wlio 
is without form. But things wdiich are nearer to divinity, 
participate of him in a greater degree. Soul, however, is 
nearer to, and more allied to him than body, and therefore 
[>artici pates of him more abundantly, so that appearing as 
a God, it deceives us, and causes us to doubt whether the 
wdiolo of it is not divine. After this manner, therefore, 
these are assimilated. 

III. Since, however, Plato indicates that this similitude 
to God pertains to a greater virtue [than that which is 
political], let us .speak concerning it; in which discus- 
sion also, the essence of political virtue will become more 
manifest, and likewise the virtue which is essentially more 
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excellent, which will in short be found to be different from 
that which is political. Plato, therefore, when he says that 
a similitude to God is a flight from terrestrial concerns, 
and when besides this he does not admit that the virtues 
belonging to a polity are simply virtues, but adds to them 
the epithet political, and elsewhere calls all the virtues 
purifications, evidently admits that the virtues are twofold, 
and that a similitude to divinity is not effected according 
to political virtue. How, therefore, do we call these 
purifications ? And how being purified, are we especially 
assimilated to divinity ? Shall we say, that since the soul 
is in an evil condition wdien mingled with the body, be- 
coming similarly passive and concurring in opinion with it 
in all things, it will be good and possess virtue, if it 
neither consents with the body, but energizes alone, (and 
this is to perceive intellectually and to bo wise,) nor is 
similarly passive with it, (and this is to be temperate,) nor 
dreads a separation from the body, (and this is to possess 
fortitude,) but reason and intellect arc the leaders (and 
this will be justice). If any one, however, calls this disposi- 
tion of the soul, according to which it perceives intellec- 
tually, and is thus impassive, a resemblance of God, he 
will not err. For divinity is pure, and the energy is of 
such a kind, that the being which imitates it will possess 
wisdom. What then ? Is not divinity also disposed after 
this manner ? Or may we not say that he is not, but that 
the disposition pertains to the soul ; and that soul per 
ceives intellectually, in a way different from divinity ? It 
may also be said, that of the things which subsist with him, 
some subsist differently from what they do with us, and 
others are not at all with him. Again, therefore, is intel- 
lectual perception with him and us homonymous ? By no 
means ; but the one is primary, and that which is derived 
from him secondary. For as the discourse which is in 
voice is an imitation of that which is in the soul, so like- 
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wise, that which is in the soul, is an imitation of that 
which is in something else [i.e. in intellect]. As, there- 
fore, external discourse is divided and distributed, when 
compared to that which is in the soul, thus also that 
which is in the soul, and which is the interpreter of 
intellectual discourse, is divided when compared with it. 
Virtue, however, pertains to the soul j but not to intellect, 
nor to that which is beyond intellect. 

IV. It must, however, be enquired whether purification 
is the same with a virtue of this kind ? Or does purifica- 
tion indeed precede, but virtue follow ? And whether does 
virtue consist in purifying, or in the being perfectly purified? 
For virtue, while in the act of purifying, is more imperfect 
than tliat which consists in complete purification, which is 
now as it were the end. But to be perfectly purified, is an 
ablation of every thing foreign. Good, however, is some- 
thing else besides this. Or may we not say, that if the soul 
was good prior to lier impurity, purification is sufficient ? 
Purification, iiidoed, is sufficient; but that which remains 
will be good, and not purification. And what that is which 
remains, is to be investigated. For perhaps the nature 
which is left was not good ; since otherwise, it would not 
have been situated in evil. Shall we say, therefore, that it 
has the form of good ? Or that it is not sufficiently able to 
abide [perpetually] in good ? For it is naturally adapted 
to verge both to good and evil. Its good, therefore, con- 
sists in associating with its kindred nature ; but its evil in 
associating with the contraries to this. It is necessary, 
tiierefore, that it should associate with this nature, being 
purified. And this will take place, through being converted 
to it. Will it therefore be converted after purification ? 
Or may we not say, that after purification it is converted ? 
This, therefore, is the virtue of the soul, or rather that 
which happens to it from conversion. What then is this ? 
The vision and impression of that which is seen, inserted 
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and energizing in the soul, in the same manner as sight 
about a visible object. She did not, therefore, possess 
these, nor recollect them. Or perhaps she possessed them, 
yet not energizing, but deposited in an unilluminated state. 
In order, however, that they may be illuminated, and that 
the soul may kj)iow them to be inherent in herself, it is 
necessary that she should apply herself to that which 
illuminates. But she will not possess these, but the im- 
pressions of them. It is necessary, therefore, to adaj^t the 
impression to the true objects from which the impressions 
are derived. Perhaps, likewise, she may thus be said 
to possess them, because intellect is not foreign, and espe- 
cially is not so, when it looks to the illuminating cause. 
But if it does not, it is foreign even when this cause is pre- 
sent, For sciences also are foreign, if wo do not at all 
energize according to them. 

V. We must, however, show how far purification pro- 
ceeds. For thus it will be evident to whom the similitude 
is made, and with what God the soul becomes the same. 
But this is especially to enquire how far it is j'^ossible to be 
purified from anger and desire, and all the other j^erturba- 
tions, such as pain, and things of a kindre d nature, and to 
separate the soul from the body. And i>erhaps, indeed, to 
separate the soul from the body, is for the soul to collect 
itself as it were, from different places, so as to become en- 
tirely impassive, and to make the necessary sensations of 
pleasures to be only remedies and liberations from pain,' in 
order that the soul may not be disturbed [in its energies].^ 
It likewise consists in taking away pain, and if this is not 
possible, in bearing it mildly, and diminishing its power, in 
consequence of [the rational part] not being co-passive with 
it. And besides this also, in taking away anger to the 

^ Aristotle in his Nicomachean Ethics, says, that corporeal 
pleasures are remedies against pain, and satisfy the indigence of 
nature, but perfect no energy of the rational part of the soul. 
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utmost of our ability, and if possible, entirely ; but if not, 
the rational part must not at the same time be angry, but 
the anger must be the passion of another pari, and un- 
accompanied with deliberation. And this sudden impulse 
must be small and imbecile. Fear, however, must be 
entirely removed ; for the purified soul will fear nothing. 
Here, also, the energy must be unattended with delibera- 
tion, except it be requisite to admonish. With respect to 
desire, it is evident that there must not be a desire of any 
thing base. And as to the desire of moats and drinhs for 
the sake of a remission of pain, the soul herself will 
be without it. This likewise will bo the case with the 
venoroal appetite. But if the soul is desirous of connec- 
tion, it will bo I think in the natural way, and this not un- 
attended with delil)eration. If, however, it should be an 
unadvised impulse, it will only be so far as it is accom- 
})aiiiod with a precipitate' imagination. But, in short, the 
[rational] soul herself will be pin’ified from all these. She 
will also wish to render the irrational part pure, so that it 
may not be agitated. And if it is, that the agitation may 
not be vehement, but small, and immediately dissolved by 
proximity to the rational part. Just as if some one being 
near to a wise man, should partake of his wisdom by this 
[iroximity, or should become similar to him, or through 
reverence should not dare to do any thing which the good 
man is unwilling to do. Hence, there will be no contest. 
For reason being present will be sufficient, which the 
-^inferior part will reverence, so as even to be itself indignant, 
if it is at all moved, in consequence of not being quiet when 
its master is present ; and it will on this account blame its 
own imbecility. 

' In the original Trporvnovg ; but it should doubtless be as in 
the above translation, TrpoTrtrovg. For this is the W’ord used by 
Mai-inus, in his Life of Procliis, when speaking of the cathartic 
virtues of that philosopher, and alluding to this passage in Plotinus. 



ON THE VIRTUES. 


11 


VI. In conduct of this kind, therefore, there is no sin, 
but a correction of the man. Nevortheh'ss the endeavour 
is not to be without sin, but to be a God. Hence, if any 
thing among the above mentioned parti(*ulars should l)e 
done without deliberation, such a one will be both a God 
and a daemon, being a twofold charaeler ; or rather, having 
another with him, possessing another virtue. But if 
nothing is done unadvisedly, ho will be a God alone. He 
will however be a God in the number of those that follow 
the first ; for he it is who came from thence. And if lu^ 
becomes by himself such as he came, he is still there. But 
coming hither, he will associate with inti‘llect ; and will 
assimilate this to himself,' according to the power of it. 
Hence, if possible, he will not bo agitated, nor do any thing 
which may be displeasing to the master [intellect]. What, 
therefore, is each of the virtues to such a man as this ? 
Wisdom, indeed, will consist in the contemplation of what 
intellect contains. But he will j^ossoss intellect by contact. 
Each of the virtues, however, is twofold ; for each is both 
in intellect and in soul. And in intellect, indeed, each 
is not [properly] virtue, but virtue is in soul. What, tlicn, 
is it in intellect ? The energy of intellect, and that which 
is. But here that which is in another, is virtue derived 
from thence. For justice itself, and each of the virtues, 
are not in intellect such as they are here, but they are as it 
were paradigms. But that which proceeds from each of 
these into the soul, is virtue. For virtue pertains to a cer- 
tain thing. But each thing itself pertains to itself, and not 
to any thing else. With respect to justice, however, if it* 
is the performance of api>ropriate duty, does it always con- 
sist in a multitude of parts ? Or does not one kind consist 
in multitude, when there are many parts of it, but the other 
is entirely the performance of appropriate duty, though it 

' For ahro here, it is necessary to read aury, conformably to the 
version of Ficinus. 
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should be one thing. True justice itself, therefore, is the 
energy of one thing towards itself, in which there is not 
another and another. Hence justice in the soul is to ener- 
gi/.o in a greater degree intellectually. But temperance is 
an inward conversion to intellect. And fortitude is apathy, 
according to a similitude of that to which the soul looks, 
and which is naturally impassive. But soul is impassive 
from virtue, in order that she may not sympathize with her 
subordinate associate. 

VII. These virtues, therefore, follow each other in the 
soul, in the same manner as those paradigms in intellect 
wliich are prior to virtue. For there intelligence is wisdom 
and science ; a conversion to itself is temperance ; its proper 
work is the performance of its appropriate duty, and justice ; 
and that which is as it were fortitude is immateriality, and 
an abiding with purity in itself. In soul, therefore, percep- 
tion directed to intellect is wisdom and prudence, which are 
the virtues of the soul. For soul does not possess these in 
the same manner as intellect. Other things also follow 
after, similarly in soul. They are likewise consequent to 
purification, since all the virtues are purifications, and 
necessarily consist in the soul being purified ; for otherwise, 
no one of them would be i)erfcct. And he indeed, who 
possesses the greater virtues, Las necessarily the less in 
capacity ; but he who possesses the less, has not necessarily 
the greater. This, therefore, is the life which is the 
principal and leading aim of a worthy man. But whether 
he possesses in energy, or in some other way, the less or the 
greater virtues, must be considered by a survey of each of 
them; as for instance, of prudence. For if it uses the 
other virtues, how can it any longer remain what it is ? 
And if also it should not energize ? Likewise, it must be 
considered whether naturally the virtues proceed to a diffe- 
rent extent ; and this temperance measures, but that entirely 
takes away what is superfluous. And in a similar manner 
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in tlie other virtues, prudence being wholly excited. Or 
perhaps the worthy man will see to what extent they pro- 
ceed. And perhaps sometimes according to circum- 
stances he will energize according to some of them. 
But arriving at the greater virtues, he will perform other 
measures according to them. Thus, for instance, in the 
exercise of temperance, he will not measure it by political 
temperance, but in short he will separate himself as much 
as possible [from the body], and will live, not merely the 
life of a good man, which political virtue thinks fit to enjoin, 
but leaving this, he will choose another life, namely, that of 
the Gods. For the similitude is to these, and not to good 
men. The similitude, indeed, to good men, is an assimila- 
tion of one image to another, each being derived from the 
same thing ; but a similitude to God, is an assimilation as 
to a paradigm. 



II. 


ON DIALECTIC.* 

I. iii. 

I. Wir\T art, or method, or study, will load us to that end 
to which we ought to proceed ? That we ought, indeed, 
to arrive at the good itself, and the first principle of things, 
is granted, and is demonstrated through many arguments. 
The arguments also through which this is demonstrated, 
are a certain elevation to this end. But what kind of a 

^ Tlie dialectic of IMato, which is here discussed, is not the 
same with that dialectic which is the subject of opinion, and is 
accurately investigated in the Topics of Aristotle. For the former 
is iiToproliensihle and most expeditious ; since it is connate with 
things themselves, and employs a multitude of powers in order to 
the attainment of truth. It likewise imitates intellect, from 
which it receives its jirinciples, and ascends through w'ell-ordered 
gnulations to real being itself. It also terminates the wander- 
ing of the soul about sensibles ; and explores every thing by 
methods which cannot he confuted, till it arrives at the in- 
eflahle principle of things. The business, likewise, of this firat 
of Dciences, is to employ definitions, divisions, analyzations, and 
<lemonstrations, as primary sciences in the investigation of causes ; 
imitating the progression of beings from the first principle of 
tilings, and their continual conversion to it as the ultimate object 
of desire. 

“ But there are tliree energies,” (says Proclus in MS. Comment, 
in Parmenid.) “ of this most scientific method ; the first of which 
is adapted to youth, and is useful for the purpose of exciting their 
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person is it necessary the man should be who is elevated 
thither ? Is it not, as Plato says, one who has seen all, or 
most things? And who in his first generation has de- 
scended into the seed of a man who will be a philosopher, 
or a musician, or a lover ? The philosopher, therefore, the 
musician, and the lover, are naturally adapted to be ele- 
vated. What, therefore, is the mode ? Is there one and 

intellect, which is, as it were, in a dormant state. For it is a true 
exercise of the eye of the soul in the speculation of things, loailing 
forth throiigli opposite ])ositions, the essential impression of ideas 
whicli it contains, and considering not only the divine patli, as it 
were, which conducts to truth, but exj)loring wlicthcr the devia- 
tions from it contain any thing worthy of belief ; and lastly, stimu- 
li! ting the all-vjirioiis conceptions of the soul. lJut the second 
energy takes place when intellect rests from its former investiga- 
tions, as becoming most familiar 'with the speculations of beings, 
and beholds truth itself firmly established on a pure and holy 
foundation. This energy, according to Socrates, by a progression 
through ideas, evolves the whole of an intelligible nature, till it 
arrives at that which is first ; and this by analy;{ing, defining, 
demonstrating, and dividing, proceeding upwards and downwards, 
till having entirely investigated the nature of intcdligihles, it 
raises itself to a nature superior to beings. But the soul being 
perfectly established in this nature, as in her paternal port, no 
longer tends to a more excellent object of desire, as she has now 
arrived at the end of her search. And you m.'iy say that wliat is 
delivered in the Phacdrus and Sophista, is the employment of this 
energy, giving a twofol<l division to some, an<l a fourfold to other 
opeVations of the dialectic art. Hence it is assigned to such as 
philosophize purely, and no longer require preparatory cxcr(‘is(‘, 
but nourish the intellect of their soul in pure intellection. But 
the third energy, which is declarative according to truth, purifies 
from twofold ignorance,* when its rea.sons are employed upon men, 
full of opinion ; and this is spoken of in the Sophista.” 

See this subject more amply discussed in the additional notes at 
the end of this volume. 


* t.e. When a man is ignorant that he is ignorant; and this is 
the disease of the multitude. 
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the same mode for all these P Or is there a different mode 
for each ? There is, indeed, a twofold progression to all of 
them ; one to those who are ascending ; but the other to 
those who have arrived at the supernal realms. For the 
former proceeds from things beneath ; but the latter ranks 
among those who are now in the intelligible region, and 
who in that place have as it were fixed their footstep. 
There, also, it is necessary for them to proceed, till they 
have arrived at the extremity of the place. The end of 
the j>rogres8ion, liowever, is then obtained, when some one 
arrives at the summit of the intelligible world. But let 
this at ])resent remain [without any further discussion]. 
And lot us first endeavour to S 2 :)eak concerning this 
el(?vation. 

In the first place, therefore, let these men be distin- 
guished by us, and let us begin from the musician, and 
show who he naturally is. We must admit, then, that he 
is easily excited ‘ and astonished at the beautiful ; yet is 
not disposed to be moved from himself, but is prepared 
from casual occurrences as from certain types or impres- 
sions, to be excited by sounds, and to the beautiful in 
these, just as the timid are by noises. He likewise always 
flies from dissonance ; and pursues in songs and rythms, 
that which is one, congruous, and elegant. After these 
sensible sounds, rythms, and figures therefore, he is thus 
to be elevated, viz., by separating the matter, in which 
analogies and ratios are inherent, and contemplating the 
beauty which they contain. He must also be taught that 
the things about which he was astonished were, intelligible 
harmony, and the beauty which is in it, and in short, the 
beautiful itself, and not a certain beauty only. The 
reasonings, likewise, of philosophy must be inserted in 
him, through which he will be led to a belief of truths of 


^ For aici'vqrov here, it is necessary to read thKivfjrov, 
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which he is ignorant, though he [occultlj] possesses them. 
What these reasonings however, are, will be hereafter 
unfolded. 

II. But the lover, into which the musician may be 
changed, and being changed will either remain [in that 
character] or will pass beyond it, has in a certain respect a 
recollection of beauty. Being however separated from it, 
be is incapable of learning what it is. But as he is struck 
by the beautiful objects which present themselves to the 
sight, he is seized with astonishment about them. Ho 
therefore must be taught not to be abjectly astonished 
about one beautiful body, but he must be led by the exer- 
cise of the reasoning power to all beautiful bodies, and he 
who does this must exhibit to him that which is one and 
the same in all of them, and inform him that it is different 
from and is derived elsewhere, than from bodies, and is 
rather inherent in other things, such as beautiful pursuits, 
and beautiful laws. For the lover will now become accus- 
tomed to incorporeal natures. He likewise must be led to 
the beauty which is in the arts, in sciences, and the virtues, 
and afterwards to that which is one and the same in all 
these ; and he must be taught after what manner beauty 
is inherent in each of them. But after the virtues, he 
must now ascend to intellect, and being itself, and there 
commence the progression on high. 

III. The philosopher, however, is naturally prompt, and 
as it were, winged, and does not require a separation [from 
sensible objects] like the other characters j since he is ex- 
cited to the supernal region, but is dubious, and therefore 
is only in want of one that may point out the way. The 
path, therefore, must be shown to him, and he must be 
liberated, since he is naturally willing, and was formerly 
freed [from the fetters of a corporeal nature]. Hence, he 
must be instructed in the mathematical disciplines, in 
order that he may be accustomed to the perception of and 
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belief in an incorporeal essence. For he will easily admit its 
subsistence, as he is desirous of learning. As he is naturally, 
therefore, endued with virtue, he must be led to the per- 
fection of the virtues; and after the mathematics, he 
must be taught dialectic reasonings, and in short, must be 
rendered skiKul in dialectic. 

IV, What, then, is the dialectic which ought to be de- 
livered in addition to the former particulars ? It is, indeed, 
a habit enabling its possessor to reason about every thing, 
to know what each thing is, and in what it differs from 
other things, what the common something is which it 
I»articipates, where each of these subsists, if a thing is, 
what it is, what the number is of beings, and again of non- 
beings [which arc not nothing] but different from beings. 
This, also, discusses the good, and that which is not good ; 
such things as are under the good, and such as are undei 
the contrary to it ; and what that is which is eternal, and 
that which is not a thing of this kind. All these 
likewise it discusses scientifically, and not from opinion. 
Kosting, also, from the wandering about a sensible nature, 
it establishes itself in the intelligible world, and there has 
its employment, dismissing falsehood, and nourishing the 
soul in what is called the plain of truth, employing for 
this purpose the division of Plato, and also for the separa- 
tion of forms. It likewise employs this division for the 
purpose of defiuing wdiat a thing is, and in order to obtain 
a knowledge of the first genera of things, intellectually 
connecting that which results from these, till it has pro- 
ceeded through the w'holc of an intelligible nature; and 
again, by an analytic process it arrives at that to which 
it had proceeded from the first. Then, however, it be- 
comes quiescent, because so far as it arrives thither it 
is at rest, aud being no longer busily employed, but 
becoming one, it surveys what is called logic, which is 
occupied about propositions and syllogisms, — lust as if 
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giving to another art, the knowledge of writing ; some of 
which it considers as necessary, and prior to art. But it 
forms a judgment of these, as well as of other things, 
and thinks that some of them are useful, hut others super- 
fluous, and pertaining to the method by which these are 
discussed. 

V. Whence, however, does this scieiico derive its prin- 
ciples ? May we not say that intellect imj^arts clear prin- 
ciples to the soul that is able to receive them ? Afterwards, 
the soul compounds the things consequent to those prin- 
ciples, and connects and divides them, till it arrives at a 
perfect intellect. For, as Plato says, this science is the 
purest part of intellect and [inbdlectnal] ju-udence. It is 
necessary, therefore, since it is the most honourable habit 
of those things that are in us, that it should be con- 
versant with being, and the most honourable nature ; and 
that prudence, indeed, should be conversant with being, 
but intellect with that which is Ix^yond being. What, 
then, is philosophy? That which is most honourable. 
Is philosophy, therefore, the same as dialectic ? Or is not 
dialectic the most honourable part of pbilosophy ? For it 
must not be fancied that it is the instrument of the philo- 
sopher; since it does not consist of mere theorems and 
rules, but is conversant with things, and has beings as it 
were for its subject matter. Nevertheless, it proceeds in a 
path to beings, possessing things themselves together with 
theorems. It knows, however, that which is false and 
sophistical accidentally, something else being the cause of 
these; and it forms a judgment of them as of that which 
is foreign, knowing the false by the truths it contains in 
itself, when it is adduced by any one, because it is con- 
trary to the rule of truth. Propositions, therefore, are not 
the object of its knowledge ; for these are letters. But, 
knowing truth, it knows that which is called a pro- 
position. And universally, it knows the motions of the 
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soul, what the soul admits, and what it rejects, and 
whether it rejects that which it admits, or something else. 
Likewise, whether different or the same things are adduced; 
applying itself to them in a way resembling sense.' But 
it assigns to another power an accurate discussion of these 
particulars. 

VI. This, therefore, is an honourable part; since philo- 
sophy has also other parts. For it speculates about nature, 
receiving assistance from dialectic, in tlie same manner as 
the other arts use arithmetic. Philosophy, however, proxi- 
mately derives assistance from dialectic. And, in a similai 
manner, it speculab's about manners, surveying them 
through dialectic, but adding habits, and the exercises 
from which habits proceed. The rational virtues also have 
habits, and what are now as peculiarities, which they derive 
from thence. And the other virtues, indeed, have their 
reasonings in peculiar passions and actions ; but prudence 
is a certain ratiocination, and is conversant with that which 
is more universal. For it considers whether it is proper 
now to abstain or hereafter, or in short, whether another 
thing is better. Dialectic, however, and wisdom, introduce 
all things to the use of prudence, universally and im- 
materially. But whether is it possible to know * inferior 
concerns without dialectic and wisdom ? Or may they be 
known in a different and defective way ? It is possible, 
however, for a man to be thus wise and skilled in dialectic 
without a knowledge of these. Or this will not be the 
case, but they will coalesce, either previously, or together. 
And perhaps some one may have certain physical virtues, 
from which, when wisdom is possessed, the perfect virtues 
will be obtained. Wisdom, therefore, is posterior to the 

' ♦.«. By intuition, so as to come into immediate contact with 
the objects of its knowledf^. It does this, however, so far as its 
energy is purely intellectual. 

‘ For dvai here, it is necessary to lead tldivai. 
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physical virtues, but afterwards it perfects the manners ; 
or rather, the physical virtues existing, both are co-increased, 
and mutually perfected. Or, one of them being previously 
assumed, the one will perfect the other. For, in short, 
physical virtue has an imperfect eye, and imperfect 
manners; and the principles of both are, for the most 
part, derived from those things which we possess. 
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III. 

ON MATTER. 

II. iv. 

1. All those who have spoken concerning what is calhul 
matter, and who have arrived at a conception of its nature, 
unanimously assert, that it is a certain subject and rocop- 
ta<jle of forms. They dissent, however, from each other, in 
investigating what this subject nature is ; and after what 
manner, and of what things, it is a reci2)ient. And tliose, 
indeed, who alone admit bodies to be beings, and Avho con- 
tend that essence is in these, say, that there is one matter, 
which is si)rcad under the elements, and that it is essence ; 
but that all other things are, as it were, the passions of 
matter, and are matter subsisting in a certain way, and 
thus also are the elements. They, likewise, dare to extend 
matter as far as to the Gods. And, lastly, they make even 
the highest ^ God to be this matter, subsisting in a certain 
way. They, likewise, give a body to matter, calling it, 
hody void of quality ; and attribute to it magnitude. But 
others say, that matter is incorporeal ; and .some of these 
do not admit tliat there is only this one matter, but assert 
that this is the subject of bodies, and that there is another 

* From the vei*sion of Ficinus, it appeals, that instead of avrbv 
avribv rdv Seov, we should read, aKfjoraroy avrCitv rbv Bibi\ For his 
vemon is, “ summum ix>sorum deuiu ” 
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matter prior to this in intelligibles, whicH is spread under 
the forms that are there, and under incorporeal essences. 

II. Hence we must enquire concerning this intelligible 
matter, whether it is, what it is, and after what manner it 
subsists. If, therefore, it is necessary that matter should 
be something indefinite and formless, but in intelligibles 
as being the most excellent ' natures, there is nothing in- 
definite and without form, matter will not be there. If. 
also, every thing in the intelligible world is simple, it will 
not bo in want of matter, in order that from it and some- 
thing else, that which is a composite may be produced. 
To generated natures, indeed, and to such as make some 
things from others, matter is necessary, in which also the 
matter of scnsiblcs is conceived to subsist ; but it is not 
necessary to things which are not generated. Whence, 
also, does matter proceed, and how docs it subsist among 
intelligibles ? For if it was generated, it was generated by 
something ; but if it is eternal, there are many principles ; 
and first natures will have a casual subsistence. If, like- 
wise, form should accede, the composite will be a body, so 
that body will be there. 

III. In the first place, therefore, it must be said, that 
the indefinite is not every where to be despised, nor that 
which in the conception of it is formless, if it applies itself 
to things prior to itself, and to the most excellent natui’es 
For thus soul is naturally adapted to apply itself to intel- 
lect and reason, being formed by these, and brought to 
possess a more excellent nature. In intelligibles, however, 
that which is a composite subsists after a different manner, 
and not like bodies ; since reasons, also, [or productive 
principles] are composites, and produce a composite in 
energy, through nature which has an energy directed to 
form. But if energy is directed 1;o something different 


^ For aopiffroiQ here, it is necessary to read aplarott;. 
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from itself, it is derived from something else, and this in 
a greater degree. The matter, however, of generated 
natures, always possesses another and another form ; but 
the matter of eternal natures always possesses the same 
form. Perhaps, also, the matter which is in sensibles sub- 
sists in a way contrary to that which is in intelligibles. 
For the former is alternately all things, and is always 
some different thing. Hence, nothing in it ever remains, 
one thing continually expelling another; and on this 
account, nothing is ever the same. But in the latter, 
matter is all things at once, and hence there is not any 
thing into which it can be changed. Matter, therefore, in 
intelligibles, is never formless, since neither is the matter 
in sensibles ever without form ; but each of these subsists 
after a different manner. Whether matter, however, is eternal 
or generated, will be manifest when we have shown what it is. 

IV. At present, however, it is supposed by us that there 
are forms or ideas, for this we have demonstrated else- 
where ; and this being admitted we shall proceed in our 
discussion. If, therefore, there are many forms, it is neces- 
sary, indeed, that there should be something common in 
them j and also that there should be something peculiar 
by which one is distinguished from another. This some- 
thing peculiar, therefore, and separating difference, are the 
appropriate form. But if there is form, there is also that 
which is formed, about which difference subsists. Hence, 
there is matter [in intelligibles], which receives the form, 
and is always the subject of it. Farther still, if the intel- 
ligible world is there, but this our world is the imitation 
of that, and this is a composite, and consists of matter 
[and form], it is necessary that there also there should be 
matter. Or how can you denominate it a world [or that 
which is adorned], unless you look to form ? And how can 
you look to form, unless you assume that in which form 
subsists? For the intelligible world, indeed, is perfectly 
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every where impartible; but in a certain respect is also 
partible. And if the parts of it are divulsed from each 
other, the section and divulsion are the passions of matter ; 
for it is matter which is divided. But if tlio many which 
are there, are one ^ impartible being, the many subsisting 
in one, — if this be the case, they are in one matter, of 
which they are the forms. For this various one, is to be 
considered as having a multiform nature. It must, there- 
fore, be considered as formless prior to its variety. Hence, 
if by intellect you take away its variety, its forms, its pro- 
ductive principles, and intellections, that which is prior to 
these is formless and indefinite, and this is no one of the 
things which subsist together with and in it. 

V. If, however, it should be said, that because it always 
possesses these things, and both [the subject and the forms] 
are one, this subject is not matter, neither will the subject 
of bodies here bo matter. For the matter of seusiblcs is 
never without form, but there is always the whole body. 
At the same time, however, this is a composite ; and intel- 
lect discovers its twofold nature. For it divides till it arrives 
at that which is simple, and which is no longer capable of 
being analyzed. But so far as it is able, it proceeds into 
the profundity of body. The profundity, however, of each 
body is matter. Hence all matter is dark, because reason 
is light, and intellect is reason. Hence, too, intellect be- 
holding the nature of each [i.e. of intelligible and sensible 
matter], conceives that which is beneath, as under light, to 
be dark ; just as the eye which is luciform, extending itself 
to the light, and to colours which are illuminations, says, 
that what is under colours, is dark and material, and con- 
cealed by the colours. Nevertheless, that which is dark in 
intelligibles is different from that which is dark in sensibles; 
and the matter of the one differs as much from the matter 

^ Instead of li dk woWd dv, afupiurov lari, in this place, it is 
necessary to read, tC dk noXKd tv 6v dpipioTov lari. 
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of the other, as the supervening form of the one from that 
of the other. For divine matter receiving that which 
defines and bounds it, possesses a definite and intellectual 
life. But sen Slide matter becomes, indeed, a certain definite 
thing, yet neither vital nor intellectual, but an unadorned 
privation of life. The worjj/ie,’ also, is an image, so that 
the subject likewise is an image. In intelligibles, however, 
the mor^lic is truly form, so that the subject also is real. 
Hence, those who say that matter is essence, if they assert 
this of intelligible matter, speak rightly. For the subject 
there is essence, or rather, is the object of intellectual per- 
ception, together with that which it contains, and is wholly 
illuminated essence. To investigate, however, whether in- 
telligible matter is eternal, is similar to the inquiry whether 
ideas are eternal. For they are generated, indeed, so far 
as they have a principle of their subsistence ; but they are 
not generated [according to the usual acceptation of the 
term] because they have not a temporal beginning, but 
always proceed from something else, not like the natures 
which are always rising into existence, or becoming to be, 
as is the case with the world, but they always are, in the 
same manner as the world which is there [has an eternal 
subsistence]. For the difference which is there always 
produces matter ; since this which is the first motion is 
the principle of matter. Hence, it is called difference, 
))ecause motion and difference were unfolded into light 
together with it. But the motion and difference which 
proceed from the first cause of all, are indefinite, and are 
in want of this cause in order that they may become termi- 
nated. They are, however, terminated, when they are con- 
verted to it. But prior to this, matter and difference are 
indefinite, and are not yet good, but are without the light 
of the good. For if light is from the good, that which 

^ Morphe pertains to the colour, figure, and magnitude of super- 
ficies. 
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receives the light, prior to its reception of it, does not 
always possess it, but possesses it, being different from it, 
since the light is from something else. And thus much 
concerning intelligible matter, which we have discussed 
perhaps more than is fit. 

VI. Of the receptacle of bodies, however, we must speak 
as follows : That it is necessary then, there should be a 
certain subject to bodies, which is different from them, the 
mutation of the elements into each other manifests. For 
there is not a perfect corruption of that wliich is changc<l ; 
since if there was, there would bo a certain essence which 
would be dissolved into nonentity. Nor again, does that 
which is generated proceed into being from that wliich in 
every resj^ect is not; but there is a mutation from one 
form into another. That, however, remains, which receives 
the form of the thiug generated, and casts aside another 
form. This, therefore, in short, corruption manifests ; for 
corruption is of that which is a composite. But if this be 
the case, each sensible thing consists of matter and form. 
This, too, induction testifies, demonstrating that the thing 
which is corrupted is a composite. Analysis, likewise, 
evinces the same thing; as if, for instance, a pot should 
be resolved into gold;^ but gold into water; and the 
water being corrupted, will require an analogous process. 
It is necessary, also, that the elements should either be 
form, or the first matter, or that which consists of matter 
and form. But it is impossible, indeed, that they should 
be form. For how, without matter, could they have bulk 

^ What Plotinus here says of the analysis into gold, is i)erfcctly 
conformable to the assertion of Alhertus Magnus, as cited l>y 
Becher in lus Physica Subterrauea,” p. 319, 4to. For his words 
are, **Non dari reni elementatani, in cujtis ultima substantia- 
tione non reperiatur auruin.’* That all metals, likewise, may be 
analyzed into water, is the doctrine both of Plato and Aristotle. 
See my translation of the Tinidsus of the former, and Meteors of 
the latter. 
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and mai^itude ? Nor are they the first matter ; for they 
arc corrupted. Hence, they consist of matter and form. 
A.nd form, indeed, subsists according to quality and 
morphe; but matter according to the subject, which is 
indefinite, because it is not form. 

VII. Empedocles, however, who substitutes the elements 
for matter, has the corruption of them testifying against 
him. But Anaxagoras, who makes the mixture of things 
to be matter, and who says, that it has not an aptitude to 
[become] all things, but has all things in energy, subverts 
the intellect which he introduces ; not assigning to it the 
production of morphe and form, nor asserting that it is 
prior to matter, but that it subsists in conjunction with it. 
It is, however, impossible that intellect and matter should 
be consubsistent. For if the mixture participates of being, 
it follows that being is prior to it. But if being also is a 
mixture, a certain third thing is wanting to these. If, 
therefore, it is necessary that the demiurgus should have a 
prior subsistence, why is it necessary that forms should l>e 
in matter according to parvitude; and that afterwards 
intellect by a vainly laborious process should separate 
them from each other? For it is possible to impress 
quality in matter, since it is without quality, and to extend 
morphe through the whole of it. And, besides, is it not 
impossible that all things should be in every thing ? But 
he who asserts that the infinite is matter, should explain 
what this infinite is. And if it is infinite in such a way as 
that which cannot be passed over, it must be observed, 
that there is not any such things among beings, neither if 
it is the infinite itself, nor if it is inherent in another 
nature, as an accident to a certain body. It is not, indeed, 
the infinite itself, because the part of it is necessarily 
infinite. Nor is it the infinite as an accident, because that 
to which it is an accident would not be of itself infinite, 
nor simple, and therefore evidently would not be matter. 
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But neither have atoms the order of matter, which indeed 
have no subsistence whatever.^ For every body is entirely 
divisible. This opinion is also confuted from the con- 
tinuity and moisture of bodies ; and also from the impos- 
sibility of things subsisting without intellect and soul, 
which could not be formed from atoms. Again, it is not 
possible to fabricate any other nature, besides atoms from 
atoms ; since no artificer is able to produce any thing from 
matter which is not continuous. Ten thousand other 
objections might and have been urged against this hypo- 
thesis, and therefore it is superfluous to dwell longer on 
these particulars. 

VIII. What, then, is this nature, which is said to be 
one, continued, and void of quality ? And, indeed, that it 
is not a body if void of quality, is evident ; * for if it were, 

' i.e. As things perfectly indiviaihle. 

“ Though from the arguments adduced hero by Plotinus, it 
appears to be impossible that the first matter should be body void 
of quality, yet I think there will not be any absurdity in admitting 
with Simplicius, that body is twofold, one kind as subsisting 
according to form and productive power, and defined by certain 
intervals ; but another as characterized by intensions and remis- 
sions, and an indefiniteness of an incorporeal, imj>artible, and 
intelligible nature ; tliis not being formally defined by three 
intervals, but entirely remitted and dissipated, and on nil sides 
flowing from being into non-l)eing. “ Such an interval as this, we 
must perhaps,” (says Simplicius) ** admit matter to be, and not 
corporeal form, which now measures and bounds the infinite and 
indefinite nature of such an interval as this, and which stops it in 
its flight from being. Matter, however, is that by which material 
things difter from such as are immaterial. Hut they differ by 
bulk, interval, division, and things of this kind, and not by things 
which are defined according to measure, but by things void of 
measure and indefinite, and wdiich are capable of being bounded 
by formal measures. The Pythagoreans appear to have been the 
first of the Greeks that had this suspicion concerning matter but 
after them Plato, as Moderatus also informs us. For he, con- 
formably to the Pythagoreans, evinced that the first one is above 
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it would have quality. But we say that it is the matter 
of all sensibles, and that it is not the matter of some, but 
the form of others ; as clay is matter to the potter, but is 
not simply matter. We do not, therefore, speak of it in 
this way, but with reference to all things ; and this being 
the case, we must not attribute to the nature of it any 
thing which is perceived among sensiblcs. Hence, besides 
not granting to it other qualities, such as colour, heat and 
cold, we must ascribe to it neither levity or gravity, neither 
density or rarity, or figure; and therefore, neither must 
wo ascribe to it magnitude. For magnitude itself is one 
thing, and to bo groat another. And figure itself is one 

being, and all essence ; hut he says, that forms are the second one, 
which is true being and the intelligible; and that the third one, 
which is psj’cliical, or belonging to soul, participates of the omy 
aud of forms. He adds, that the last nature from this, and which 
is the nature of seiisihles, does not participate them, but is adorned 
according to a representation of thorn, matter which is in them 
being tlio sliadow of the non-being, which is primarily in quantity, 
or ratliei- depending on and proceeding from it. According to this 
reasoning, tlieref(»re, matter is nothing else than the mutation of 
sensibles, with respect to intelligibles, deviating from thence, and 
carried downwards to non-being. 

Those things, indeed, which are the properties of sensibles are 
irrational, corporeal, distributed into j>arts, and passing into hulk 
and divulsion, through an ultimate progression into generation, 
viz. into matter; for matter is always truly the last sedimentb 
J fence, also, the Egyptians call the dregs of the first life, which 
they symbolically denominate water, matter, being as it were a 
certain mire. And matter is, as it were, the receptacle of gene- 
rated and sensible natures, not subsisting as any definite form, but 
as the state (u- eoiulition of subsistence ; just as the impartible, 
the immaterial, true lacing, and things of this kind, are the con- 
stitution of an intelligible nature; all forms, indeed, subsisting 
both here and there, but here materially, and there immaterially ; 
viz. there im]>artibly and truly, but here partibly and shadowy. 
Hence, every form is here distributed according to material interval.” 
See more on thi.s subject in the notes to Book I. of my translation 
of Aristotle’s Physics. 
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tiling, and that which is figured another. It is necessary, 
however, that it should not he a composite, but simple, 
and one certain thing in its own nature. For thus it will 
be destitute of all things. And he who imparts morphe 
to it, will im])art morphe as something dilforeiit from 
matter. He will also prefer, as it were, magnitude and all 
things from the things whicli exist; for otherwise, he 
would be subservient to the magnitude of matter, and his 
production would not possess the quantity which lie wished 
it should, but that which matter is capable of receiving. 
To assert, however, that the will of the artificer concurs 
with the magnitude of matter, is fictitious. But if the 
maker is prior to matter, in this case matter will eiitir(‘ly 
be such as the maker wishes it to he, and will with facility 
be brought to all things, and therefore to magnitude. If, 
however, it has magnitude, it is also nec(?ssary that it 
should have figure, so that it will be still more difficult to 
be fashioned by the artificer. Form, tlierefore, enters 
matter, bringing all things with it. But every form })os- 
sesses magnitude, and the quantity which it contains is 
accompanied with reason \i.e. with a productive principle] 
and subsists under this. Hence, in every genus of things, 
quantity is defined together with form. For there is one 
magnitude of a man, and another of a bird. And it would 
be absurd to suppose, that the introduction of quantity to 
the matter of a certain bird, is any thing else than adding 
to it its proper quality. Nor must it be said that quality is 
a productive principle, but that quantity is not form, since 
it is both measure and number. 

IX. How then can any thing which ranks among beiDg.s 
be apprehended, which has no magnitude ? Perhaps every 
thing which is not the same with a certain quantity. For 
being and a certain quantity are not the same ; since there 
are many other things besides a definite quantity. And, 
in short, it must be admitted that every incorj>oreal nature 
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is without quantity. Matter, also, is incorporeal; since 
quantity itself is not a quantum [or a certain quantity], 
but that is a quantum which participates of quantity. 
Hence, from this it is evident, that quantity is form. As, 
therefore, a certain white thing is produced by the presence 
of whiteness ; but that which produces a white colour in 
an animal, and other various colours, is not a various 
colour, but a various productive principle ; thus also, that 
which produces a definite quantity, is not a definite quantity, 
but a quantum itself, or quantity itself, or a productive 
principle. Does quantity, therefore, acceding, evolve 
matter into magnitude ? By no means. For it was not 
contracted into a small s])ace; but it imparts magnitude 
which prior to this was not, in the same manner as it 
imparts quality which had not a prior existence. 

X. What, therefore, is that which is void of magnitude 
in matter ? What, also, do you conceive that to be which 
is in a certain way void of quality ? And what is the intel- 
lection and the perception of it by the reasoning power ? 
Shall we say it is indefiniteness ? For if the similar is 
perceived by the similar, the indefinite also will be appre- 
hended by the indefinite. Eeason, therefore, will become 
bounded about the indefinite ; but the intuition of it will 
be indefinite. If, however, every thing is known by reason 
and intelligence, but here, reason indeed says what it is 
requisite to say about it, and wishing to become intelli- 
gence, is not intelligence, but, as it were, a privation of 
intellect, — if this be the case, the phantasm of matter will 
rather be spurious, and not genuine, *being composed of 
an imagination which is not true, and another kind of 
reason. And perhaps, Plato, looking to this, says, [in the 
Timseus] that matter is apprehended by a spurious reason- 
ing. What, therefore, is the indefiniteness of the soul ? 
Is it an all-perfect ignorance, such as the absence [of 
knowledge] ? Or does the indefinite consist in a certain 
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negation' in conjunction with a certain affirmation; and 
is it like darkness to the eye, obscurity being the matter 
of every invisible colour ? Thus, therefore, the spul also, 
taking away whatever in sensibles resembles light, and not 
being able to bound what remains, is similar to the eye 
placed in darkness, and tlien becomes in a certain respect 
the same with that which, as it wei*e, it sees. Does it 
therefore see? Perhaps it sees matter as something 
deformed, and as void of colour, and void of light ; and 
besides this, as not having magnitude, since if it had, it 
would be invested with form. When, therefore, the soul 
understands nothing, is she not affected in the same 
manner as when she sees matter? By no means. For 
when she understands nothing, she says nothing, or rather, 
she suffers nothing. But when she beholds matter, she 
suffers such a passion as when she receives the resem- 
blance of that which is formless ; since also when she 
understands things that have figure and magnitude, she 
understands them as composites. For she understands 
them as things diversified, and in short as possessing 
qualities. Hence, she understands the whole, and at the 
same time both, and her intellection or sensation of the 
inherent properties is clear and manifest. But her per- 
ception of a formless subject is obscure ; for it is not 
form. When, therefore, in the whole and comj>osite, she 
receives the subject together with its inherent properties, 
and analyzes and separates them, then she understands 
obscurely that which reason leaves, darkly that which is 
dark, and sees intellectually, not understanding. And 
since matter itself does not remain formless, but in [sen- 
sible] things is invested with form, the soul also imme- 

' In the original ^ Iv Karapd^H nvi, but it appears from the 
version of Ficinus, that we should read, fj iv dirw^wrhi nvi 9vv 
cara^dect nvi. This emendation the sense also requires, and is 
adopted in the above translation. 
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diately impresses it with the form of thinj^s, being pained 
with the indefinite, as if afraid of being placed out of the 
order of beings, and not enduring to stop any longer at 
nonentity. 

XI. But why is it requisite tliere should be something 
else besides magnitude and all qualities, to the composi- 
tion of bodies? Or is it not necessary there should be 
that which is the recipient of all things ? It will not 
therefore be bulk. For if it were bulk, it would also bo 
magnitude. But if it is without magnitude, it will not 
have a place wliere it may receive [all other things]. For 
being void of magnitude, what advantage would it derive 
from placio, if it neither contributes to form and quality, 
nor to interval and magnitude ? the two latter of which 
appear to be derived to bodies from matter, wherever it 
may be. In short, as actions and productions, times and 
motions, though they have no substratum of matter in 
them, yet rank among beings; thus, also, neither is it 
necessary that the first bodies should have a matter [which 
is without magnitude], but that each of them should bo 
wholly that which it is, being more various by the mixture 
with things that have their composition from many forms. 
So that this matter which is without magnitude, is a vain 
name. In the first place, therefore, it is not necessary 
that whatever receives any thing should have bulk, if 
magnitude is not now present with it ; since soul, likewise, 
wliicli receives all things, has all things at once. But if it 
happened to have magnitude, it would possess every thing 
that it contains, in magnitude. Matter, however, on this 
account, receives the things which it receives, in interval, 
because it is the recipient of interval; just as animals 
and plants, while they are extended with magnitude, 
receive at the same time the production of quahty ; and 
quantity being contracted, quality also is contracted. If, 
however because a certain magnitude pre-exists in things 
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of this kind, as a subject to the formator, some one should 
also require this in matter, he will not conceive rightly. 
For in the formation of these, not matter simply con- 
sidered, is employed, but matter of a certain kind. But it 
is necessary that matter simply considered, should possess 
magnitude from soinethiDg else. Hence, it is not necessary 
that the recipient of form should be bulk, but Uiat at the 
same time it becomes bulk, it slioiild receive another 
quality ; and that it should have indeed the phantasm of 
bulk, because, as being the first matter, it is an aptitude to 
the reception of it. It is, however, a void bulk ; and hence 
some assert that matter and a vacuum are the same. For 
the soul having nothing which it can bound, when it asso- 
ciates with niiitter, diffuses itself into the indefinite, 
neither circumscribing it, nor being able to arrivt* at any 
fixed point [of survey ;] since othei*wise it would define it. 
Hence, neither is it to be separately called great, nor again 
small ; but it must be denominated both small and great. 
And thus it is bulk, and thus is without magnitude, 
because it is the matter of bulk. Being also contracted 
from the great to the small, and extended from the small 
to the great, it runs as it were through bulk. The iudefi- 
niteness of it, likewise, is a bulk of this kind, heing the 
receptacle of magnitude in itself; but in imagiuaticm in 
the way before explained. For with respect to such other 
things without magnitude as are forms, each of them is 
definite ; so that they bring with them no concejition 
whatever of bulk. But matter being indefinite, and never 
at rest ^ with itself, and being borne along to every form, 
in every direction, and easily led every where, becomes 
m\iltitudinous by its generation and transition to all 
things. And after this manner it possesses the nature of 
bulk. 

' Instead of fifi ma vaaa wap’ avrijct it is necessary to read 
iron icaiKjarra wap* awn/c# agreeably to the version of hicinu.s. 
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XII. Magnitude, therefore, contributes something to 
bodies ; for the forms of bodies, are in dimensions. These 
forms, however, are not generated about magnitude, but 
about that which is amplified. For if they were generated 
about magnitude, and not about matter, they would be 
similarly void of magnitude and without subsistence, or 
would be productive principles alone. But forms are con- 
versant with soul, and therefore are not bodies. Hence, it 
is necessary that here, many things should subsist about 
one thing ; but this is distended with magnitude. And 
this [which is thus amplified,] is different from magni- 
tude ; since now also such things as are mingled, in conse- 
quence of having matter, pass into a sameness of condition, 
and do not require any thing else about which they may 
subsist, because each of the things that are mingled brings 
with it its own matter. At the same time, however, a 
certain recipient is necessary, viz. either a vessel, or place. 
But place is posterior to matter, and to bodies ; so that 
bodies prior to this will be indigent of matter. Nor does 
it follow that because productive energies and actions are 
immaterial, on this account bodies also are without matter. 
For the latter are composites, but this is not the case with 
actions. Matter also imparts a subject to agents when 
they act, abiding in them, but not giving itself to act ; for 
thi« is not investigated by material agents. Nor is one 
action changed into another, in order that matter may be 
in them ; but the agent passes from one action to another, 
BO that he has the relation of matter to the actions them* 
selves. Matter, therefore, is necessary both to quality and 
magnitude, so that it is also necessary to bodies. Nor is 
it a vain name, but it is a certain subject, though it is 
invisible, and without magnitude. For if this is not 
granted, neither must we say that there are qualities ; and 
for the same reason we must deny the existence of magni- 
tude. For each of these, if assumed by itself alone, must 
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be said to be nothing. But if these have a subsistence, 
though each of them obscurely exists, much more will 
matter have an existence, though it does not clearly sub- 
sist, and is apprehended, though not by the senses. For 
it is not perceived by the eyes, since it is without colour. 
Nor by the hearing ; for it has no sound. Nor by the 
smell, or the taste; for it has neither moisture, nor 
vapour. Is it, therefore, perceived by the touch ? Or is 
not this impossible, because neither is it a body ? For the 
touch pertains to body, because it pertains either to the 
dense, or the rare, the soft, or the hard, the moist, or the 
dry. None of these, however, subsist about matter ; so 
that it is perceptible by reasoning, but not by sense ; and 
by a reasoning not derived from, but void of intellect, on 
which account, as we have before observed, this reasoning 
is spurious. But neither is corporeity about matter. For 
if corporeity is a productive principle, it is different from 
matter. But if it is a thing now made, and as it were 
.mingled, it will evidently be body, and not matter only. 

XIJI. If, however, the subject of things is a certain 
quality, being something common in each of the elements, 
in the first place indeed, it must be shown what it is. 
And, in the next place, how quality can be a subject must 
be explained. How, likewise, can a thing wliich has quality 
be surveyed in that which is without magnitude, and with- 
out matter? Likewise, if the quality is defined, how can 
it be matter ? But if it is something indefinite, it is not 
quality, but a subject, and matter which we are now in- 
vestigating. What hinders, therefore, but that it may 
indeed be void of quality in consequence of not in its own 
nature participating any one of other things, and yet 
through not participating of any thing, it may he endued 
with quality, entirely possessing a certain peculiarity, and 
differing from other things, being as it were a certain 
privation of them ? For he who suffers a privation of any 
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thing, as for instance, a blind man, is [it may be said] a 
partici2>ant of quality. If, therefore, there is a privation 
of these things about matter, how is it possible it should 
not be endued with quality? But if, in short, there is 
privation about it, it is in a still greater degree a partici- 
pant of quality, if privation is a certain something that 
has quality. He, however, who thus objects, what else 
does he do than make all things to be qualities, and the 
participants of quality? So that quantity, and also 
essence, will be quality. And if each of these is such 
like, quality will be i>resent with it. It is, however, 
ridiculous to make that which is different from the j>ar- 
ticipant of quality, and which’ is not such like, to be 
endued with quality. But if it should be said, this is 
because a thing that is different is a participant of quality, 
we reply, if indeed it is difference itself, it will not subsist 
as a thing that is such like, since neither is quality the 
participant of quality. If, however, it is different alone, 
it is not alone different through itself, but through differ- 
ence, and is the same through sameness. Neither, there- 
fore, is j^rivation quality, nor the participant of quality, 
but is destitute of quality, or of something else, just as 
silence is the absence of sound or of some other tiling. 
For privation is a negation. But a thing endued with 
quality consists in affirmation. The jieculiarity, likewise, 
of matter is not inorphe ; for not to 2>ossess quality is not 
to possess a certain form. It is absurd, therefore, to call 
that thing quality, which is not a 2>artici2)ant of quality, 
and is just as if it should be said that a thing without 
magnitude, in consequence of being without, possesses 
magnitude. The peculiarity, therefore, of matter, is not 
any thing else than that which matter is : nor is its pecu- 
liarity adjacent to it, but rather subsists in a habitude to 
other things, because matter is different from them. And 
other things, indeed, ai*e not only others, but each of them 
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is a certain thing as having form. Matter, however, may 
be aptly said to he alone that which is another. Perhaps, 
also, it may be appropriately denominated other things, 
lest by calling it in the singular number another, you 
should limit [its boundless nature ;] but by denominating 
it others, you will indicate the indefiniteness of its sub- 
sistence. 

XIV. That, however, is to bo investigated, whether 
matter is privation, or privation subsists about matter. 
He, therefore, who says that both are one in subject, but 
two in definition, ought in justice to teach us what defini- 
tion of each should be given. And to the definition of 
matter, indeed, he should adapt nothing of privation ; and 
to the definition of privation, nothing of matter. For 
either the one is not in the definition of the other, or each 
is in the definition of each, or one of them only is in the 
definition of tlie other, whichever it may be. If, there- 
fore, each is defined separately, and neither of them 
requires the other, both will be two things, and matter 
will be different from j)rivation, though 2>rivation may 
hajq^en to it. In the definition of the one, however, it is 
necessary that the other should not be seen, not even in 
cajjacity. But if they are as a flat nose, and fiatuess of 
the nose, thus also each of them is twofold and two. And 
if they are as fire and heat, heat being in fire, but fire not 
being assumed in heat, and matter is so privation as fire 
i.s hot, — in this case, privation will be, as it were, the form 
of matter, but the subject will be another thing, which it 
is necessary should be matter. Neither, likewise, in this 
way will they be one. Are they, therefore, thus one in 
subject, but two in definition, privation not signifying 
that a certain thing is present, but that it is not present, 
and privation being as it were a negation of beings, as if 
some one should say non-being? For negation does not 
add any thing, but says a thing is not, and thus privation 
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will be as non-being. If, therefore, it is non-being, be- 
cause it is not being but something else, will there be two 
definitions ; the one indeed regarding the subject, but the 
other privation, manifesting a habitude to other things ? 
Or shall we say, that the definition of matter respects 
other things, and that this is also the case with the defini- 
tion of a subject ; but that the definition of privation, if 
it manifests the indefiniteness of it, will perhaps touch 
upon its nature, excepting that each is one in the subject, 
but two in definition ? But if privation in consequence 
of being indefinite, infinite, and without quality, is the 
same with matter, how will there be any longer two 
definitions ? 

XV. Again, it must be investiga^od, whether if the 
infinite and indefinite are in another nature accidentally, 
how this is an accident, and whether privation happens to 
it. If, indeed, such things as numbers and reasons [or 
productive principles] are remote from infinity ; for they 
are boundaries and orders, and arrangement is derived to 
other things from these ; but these arrange not that which 
is arranged, nor the orders of things, that which arranges 
being different from that which is arranged; and end, 
bound, and reason, arrange; — if this be the case, it is 
necessary that what is arranged and bounded, should be 
infinite. Matter, however, is arranged, and also such 
things as are not matter, by participating or possessing 
the nature of matter. Hence it is necessary, that matter 
should be infinite, yet not infinite in such a way as if the 
infinite was accidental to matter. For in the first place, 
that which hapjjens to any thing ought to be formative ; 
but the infinite is not formative. In the next place, to 
what existing thing will the infinite be an accident ? Will 
it be to bound, and that which is bounded ? Matter, how- 
ever, is neither any thing bounded, nor bound. The 
infinite, also, acceding to that which is bounded, loses its 
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own nature. Hence, the infinite is not an accident to 
matter. Matter, therefore, is the infinite; since in Intel- 
ligihles also, matter is the infinite which is there} And 
there, indeed, it is generated from the infinity or power 
of the one, or from the ever, infinity not being in the on^ 
but proceeding from it. How, therefore, is the infinite 
there, and also here? Or is not the infinite twofold? 
And in what do they differ? They differ in the same 
manner as archetype and image. Is the latter, therefore, 
in a less degree infinite ? Perhaps it is more infinite. For 
so far. as the image flies from the reality of existence, so 
far it is in a greater degree infinite. For infinity is in a 
greater degree in that which is less bounded. For that 
which is less in good is more in evil. Hence the infinite 
which is in intelligibles, in consequence of having more of 
being, is but as an image [with respect to the inn!iity of 
matter]. But the infinite which is here, as having loss 
of being, so far as it flies from existence and truth, and 

* “ Power,” says Prochis, (in Theol. Plat. lib. iii. cap. 9.) “is 
every where the cause of prolific jwogressions, and of all multitude; 
occult power, indeed, being the cau'ic of occult multitude ; but the 
power which exists in energy, and which unfolds itself into light, 
being the cause of all-perfect multitude. Througii this cause, 
therefore, I think that every being, and every essence, has con- 
na.scent powers. For it participate.^ of infinity, and derives its 
hyparxis indeed from hound, hut its jiower from infinity. And 
being is nothing else than a monad of many powers, and a multi- 
plied hyparxis, and on this account being is one many. —It ai)pears 
to me also, that Plotinus and his followers, frequently indicating 
these thmg.s, produce being from form and intelligible matter, 
arranging form as analogous to the one, and to hyparxi.s, but 
power as analogous to matter. And if, indeed, they say this, they 
speak rightly. But if they ascribe a certain fonnles.s and indefinite 
nature to an intelligible essence, they appear to me to M'ander 
from the conceptions of Plato on this subject. For the infinite is 
not the matter of bound, but the power of it, nor is bound the 
form of the infinite, but the hyparxis of it.” See my translation 
of this work of Proclus, vol. i. p. 173. 
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is drawn down to the nature of an image, is a more true 
infinite. Is, therefore, the infinite tlie same thing as to 
be infinite? Perhaps where there are that which has a 
productive and forming power, and matter, each of these 
is different ; but where there is matter alone, they must 
either be said to be the same, or in short, and which also 
is better, to be infinite is not here. For it would be 
reason in order that it might be infinite [i.e. would have 
a productive and forming power,] which is not in the 
infinite. Hence matter must be said to be of itself infinite, 
through having an arrangement oj)posite to reason. For 
as reason not being any thing else is reason, thus also it 
must be said, that matter being opposed to reason accord- 
ing to infinity, is infinite in such a way as not to be any 
thing else. 

XVI. Is, therefore, matter the same with difference, or 
is it not the same ? Perhaps it is not the same with differ- 
ence simply considered,^ but with a part of difference 
which is opposed to beings properly so called, and which 
are productive principles. Hence, also, non-being is thus a 
certain being, and the same with privation, if privation is 
an opposition to the things which subsist in reason. Will, 
therefore, privation be corrupted by the accession of that 
of which it is the privation? By no means. For the 
receptacle of habit, is not habit, but privation. The re- 
ceptacle, likewise, of bound, is not that which is termi- 
nated, nor bound, but the infinite, and this so far as it 
is infinite. How is it possible, therefore, that bound 
approaching should not destroy the nature of the infinite, 
esj^ecially since this infinite has not an accidental sub- 
sistence ? Or may we not say that if this infinite was infinite 
in quantity, it would perish ? How, however, this is not the 
case, but on the contrary its being is preserved by bound. 

^ It appears from the version of Ficinus, that the words 1/ ov 
rairop Inoorfin dirXuiif are wanting in this place in the original. 
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For bound brings that -which the infinite is naturally 
adapted to be, into energy and perfection ; just as that 
which is not yet sown [is brought to perfection] when it is 
sown, and as the female [when impregnated] by the male. 
For then the female nature is not destroyed, but possess^ 
the female characteristi9 in a greater degree ; since tlien it 
becomes more eminently that which it is. Is, therefore, 
matter e-vil when it partakes of good ? Or shall we say it 
is e-vil on this account because it was in want of good ? 
For it did not possess it. For that which is in want of any * 
thing, and obtains what it wants, will perhaps become 
a medium between good and evil, if it is equally disposed 
towards both. But that which possesses nothing, as being 
in poverty, or rather being poverty itself, is necessarily evil. 
For this is not the want of wealth or of strength, but it is 
the want of wisdom, and the want of virtue, of beauty, 
strength, morphe, form, and quality. I low, therefore, is 
it possible it should not be deformed ? How is it possible 
it should not be perfectly base ? How is it possible it 
should not be perfectly evil ? The matter, lio-wever, which 
is in intolligibles is [real] being. For that which is prior to 
it is beyond being. But here [in the sensible region,] that 
which is prior to matter is being. Hence the matter which 
is here is not being, since it is different from it when com- 
pared with the beauty of being. 



AGAINST THE GNOSTICS.* 

II. ix. 

T. Since it has appeared to ns that the nature of the good 
is simple and the first ; for every thing which is not the 
first is not simple ; and since it has nothing in itself, but 
is one alone, and the nature of what is called the one, is the 
same with the good ; for it is not first something else, and 

' “At the time in which Plotinus lived,” (says Porphyry in his 
life of our philosopher,) “ there were many Christians and others, 
who departing from the ancient philosojdiy, became heretics [with 
respect to it] ; viz. the followers of Adelphiiis and Acylinus, who 
being in possession of many of the writings of Alexander, Philo* 
conuis, Deinostratus, and Lydus, and exhibiting the revelations of 
Zoroaster, Zostrianus, Nicotheiis, Allogeiies, Meses, and certain 
-others, deceived many, and were themselves deceived. For they 
asserted, that Plato had not penetrated the depth of an intelligible 
essence. Hence Plotinus in his conferences adduced many argu- 
ments against them, and also wrote a book which we have inscribed 
‘ Against the Gnostics,’ leaving the rest to our judgment.” 

After this testimony of Porphyry, it is singular, as Fabricius 
observes, that Plotinus should not even once use the word Gnostics, 
in any part of his treatise against them. But as he was a man 
sparing of words beyond all other writers, he was perhaps satis- 
fied with the inscription which he knew would be given to the 
book by Porphyry, and being wholly attentive to the conceptions 
of his own wonderful mind, did not busy himself with a repetition 
of names. Wherever this word, therefore, occurs in the following 
translation, it is inserted by me for the sake of perspicuity. 
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afterwards one, — nor is the good something else, and after- 
wards the good ; this being the case, when we say the one^ 
and when we say the good, it is necessary to think that we 
speak of one and the same nature ; not predicating any 
thing of it, but manifesting it to ourselves as much as 
possible. It is also called the firef, because it is most 
simple ; and sufficient to itself, because it does not consist 
of many things. For if it did, it would be suspended from 
the things of which it consists. It likewise is not in any 
thing else, because every thing which is in another, is also 
derived from another. If, therefore, it is neither from, nor 
in another, and has not any composition in its nature, it is 
necessary that there sliould not be any thing superior to it. 
Hence, it is not requisite to ])roceed to other principles, but 
having admitted this, and Jioxt to this intellect wliich is 
primarily intellect, we ought afterwards to place soul, as 
the next in rank. For this is the order according to nature, 
neither to admit more, nor fewer than these in the intelli- 
gible. For those who admit fewer than these, must either 
say that soul and intellect are the same, or that intellect 
and that which is first are the same. It has, however, been 
frequently demonstrated by us, that these are different from 
each other. 

It remains, therefore, that we should consider at present, 
if there are more thau these three, what the natures are 
which exist besides these. For since the priucijjle of all 
things subsists in the way we have shown, it is not possible 
for any one to find a more simple and elevated principle. 
For they [the Gnostics] will not say‘ that there is one 
principle in capacity, but another in energy; since it is 
ridiculous in things which are in energy, and immaterial, 
to make many natures by dividing into capacity and energy. 
But neither in the natures posterior to these, is it to be 


^ Instead of ov ydp dd here, it is necessary to read oh ydp St), 
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supposed that there is a certain intellect established in 
quiet, but that another is as it were moved. For what 
is the quiet of intellect, what the motion and language 
of it ? And what will be the leisure of one intellect, and 
the work of the other ? For intellect always possesses an 
invariable sameness of subsistence, being constituted in a 
stable energy. But motion directed to, and subsisting 
about it, is now the employment of soul. Kcason also pro- 
ceeding from intellect into soul, causes soul to be intellec- 
tual, and docs not produce a certain other nature between 
intellect and soul. Moreover, neither, is it necessary to 
make many intellects on this account, that one of them per- 
ceives intellect ually, but another sees that it sees intellec- 
tual ly. For if in these, to perceive intellectually is one 
thing, but another to perceive that it sees intellectually, yet 
there must he one intuitive perception in these which is not 
insensible of its own energies. For it would be ridiculous 
to form any other conception than this of true intellect. 
But tin* intellect will be entirely the same, which perceives 
intellectually, and which sees tliat it sees iiitelleetnally. 
For if this were not the case, the one would be alone 
intelligent but the other would perceive that it w^as intelli- 
gent, and the former would be different from the latter. 
If, however, they say that these two [only] differ from each 
other in conceptions, in the first place indeed, they will be 
deprived of many hypostases ; and in the next place it is 
necessary to consider, ^vhetbor any conception of ours can 
admit the subsistence of an intellect which is alone intelli- 
gent, and which does not perceive that it sees intellectually. 
For when a thing of this kind happens to us who are 
alw^ays attentive to impulses and cogitations, if we are 
moderately worthy, it becomes the cause to us of folly. 

When, therefore, that which is truly intellect intel- 
lectually perceives itself in its intellections, and the intelli- 
gible of it is not externally posited, but intellect itself 
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is also the intelligible, it necessarilj follows that in intel- 
lectual perception it possesses itself, and sees itself. But 
seeing itself, it perceives itself not to be void of intelli- 
gence, but intelligent. So tliat in primarilj energizing in- 
tellectually, it w'ill also have a perception that it sees intel- 
lectually, both being as one; nor can there be any 
conception of duplicity there. If, likewise, always perceiv- 
ing intellectually it is that which it is, what place can 
there be for tlie conception which separates intellectnal 
perception from the perceiving that it sei*s intellectually ? 
If, however, some one should introduce a third couceplion 
to the second, which asserts that it perceives that it S(^os 
intellectually, and should say that it understands (i.e., sees 
intellectually), tliat what understands nudorstauds. the 
absurdity is still more apparent. And why may not asser- 
tions of this kind be made to infinity ? The reason, lik(‘- 
wise, proceeding from intellect which maybe adduced, and 
from which aftf?rwards another reason is generated in the 
soul, so as to become a medium between iutollect and soul, 
deprives the soul of intellectual perception, if it does not 
derive this reason from intellect, but from some otlujr 
intermediate nature. Hehce it would possess an image 
of reason, but not rejison itself. And in short, it would 
not have a l^nowledge of intellect, nor would it lie 
intelligent. 

IL Hence it must not bo admitted that tiau-e arc more 
principles than these [in the intelligible world], nor must 
thes3 superfluous conceptions be adopted, whicli have no 
place there; but it must be said that there is one in- 
tellect always subsisting with invariable sameness, and in 
every respect without fluctuation, which imitates as much 
as possible its father ; and with respect to our soul, that 
one part of it always abides on high,' that another part of 

* This is one of the peculiar dogmas of Plotinus, wliich is how- 
ever opposed, and I think very justly by Proclus, in the last 
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it is conversant with sensibles, and that another has a snb- 
sistcnce in tlie middle of these. For as there is one nature 
in many powers, at one time the whole soul tends upward 
in conjunction with the most excellent part, of itself, and 
of the universe,’ but at another time, the worst part being 
drawn down, draws together with itself the middle part. 
For it is not lawful that the whole of it should be drawn 
downward. This passion also happens to the soul, because 
it did not abide in that which is most beautiful, where the 
soul whicfh does not rank as a part [continually] abiding, 
and of which w e are not a part, imparts to the whole body 
of the universe, as much as it is able to receive from it. At 
the same time also, this soul remains free from all solici- 
tude, not governing the world by the discursive energy of 
reason, nor correctiug any thing [in itself;] but by the 
vision of that which is prior to itself, adorning the uni- 
verse with an admirable power. For the more it looks to 
itself, the more beautiful and powerful it becomes, and 
possessing these excellencies from the intelligible world, it 
imparts them to that which is posterior to itself, and as it 
is alw’ays illuminated, it always illuminates. 

III. Being therefore ahvays illuminated, and continually 
possessing light, it imparts it to the natures that are in a 
consequent order. And these are always contained and 
irrigated by this light, and enjoy life through it, as far as 
they are able. J ust as if a fire being placed in a certain 

Proposition of his Elements of Theology. “For if,” (as he there 
says) “ something pertaining to the soul remains on high in the 
intelligible world, it will always perceive intcllectnally, without 
transition, or tiansitively. But if without transition, it wull be 
intellect, and not a part of the soul. And if with transition, then 
from that which ahvays, and from that which sometimes energizes 
intellectually, one essence >vill be formed. This, however, is 
impossible. 

' From the version of Ficimis, it appears that instead of roii 
bvroQ in this place, we should read row irovroc. 
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iLiddle, whatever is capable of receiving heat, should be 
heated bv it as much as possible ; though the fire is limited 
by measure. But when the powers not being measured, 
are never-failing, how is it possible that they should have 
an existence, and yet nothing should participate of them ? 
It is, however, necessary that every thing should impart 
itself to something else ; or the good will not be good, nor 
intellect be intellect, nor soul be soul ; unless after that 
which lives primarily, there is also that which has a 
secondary life, as long as that exists which is primarily 
vital. Hence it is necessary that all things should be per- 
petually consequent to each other, and should be generated 
by other things, because they depend on- others for their 
subsistence. Things therefore that are said to he gene- 
rated, were not generated at a certain time, but were and 
will be rising into existence ; nor will they be corrupted, 
those things excepted which they contain, into which they 
may be resolved. But that which has nothing into which 
it can be resolved, will not be corrupted. If, however, 
some one should say that things which are in generation 
may be resolved into matter, we reply, and why may not 
matter also be dissolved ? But if it is said that matter 
may be dissolved, we ask what necessity there was that it 
should be generated ? If they say it was necessary, and 
therefore it was generated, we reply, and it is also now neces- 
sary. But if it should be left alone, divine natures would not 
be every where, but would be circumscribed in a certain 
p&ce, as if surrounded with a wall. If, however, this is im- 
possible, matter is perpetually* illuminated [by divinity]. 

IV. But if they say that soul suffering as it were a de- 
fluxion of its wings, made the world, we reply, that this 
does not befall the soul of the universe. If also they say 
this soul is deceived and in error, they should assign the 


^ It appears that ail is wanting here in the originaL 
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cause of its deception and error. Whan likewise was it de- 
ceived ? For if from eternity, it will for the same ^ reason 
remain in error. But if it began at a certain time to be 
deceived, why was it not deceived prior ito that time ? We, 
however, do not say that the tendency of the soul down- 
ward produced the world, but rather the non-tendency of 
it. But if it tends downward, it is evident that this must 
arise from its forgetfulness of what the intelligible world 
contains. And if it is forgetful of these, how did it 
fabricate the world ? For whence can it make, except from 
the things which it saw there ? But if it fabricates recol- 
lecting the things that are there, it has not, in short, any 
tendency downward. For it does not possess nor see them 
obscurely, if it is without this tendency. And why, if it 
has any recollection of them, should it not wish to return 
thither ? For what can it suppose will happen to itself 
from fabricating the world ? For it is lidiculous to assert 
that it made the woidd, in order that it might be honoured, 
and is an opinion derived from the makers of statues. If, 
likewise, soul fabricated by a reasoning process, and did 
not naturally possess a producing power, how did it make 
this world ? When also will it destroy the world? For if 
it repented having made it, why does it defer its destruc- 
tion ? But if it does not yet repent, neither will it ever, as 
being now accustomed to it, and becoming through time 
more friendly towards it. If, also, it defers the destruc- 
tion of the world on account of partial souls, waiting for 
their union with it, these souls ought not to have descended 
again into generation, having experienced in a former de- 
scent, the evils which are here ; so that prior to the present 
time they would have ceased to descend. Nor must we 
grant them that this world w^as produced in an evil condi- 
tion, because there are many molestations in it. For this 
^ Instead of icard rbv avruv Xoyov, it is necessary to read Kara 
rbv aMv \6yov» 



AGAINST THE GNOSTICS. 


51 


arises from forming too exalted an opinion of this sensible 
world, and conceiving it to be the same with that which is 
intelligible, and not the image of it. For what more beau- 
tiful image of it could have been generated ? What other 
fire could be a better image of the fire which is there, than 
the fire which is here ? Or what other earth than this, of 
the earth which is there ? What sphere, also, could be 
more accurate and venerable, or more orderly in its motion 
[than that of this sensible universe], after the cojnprehcn- 
sion which is there of the inkdligible world in itself ? And 
what other suii after the intelligible sun, can be prior to 
this which is the object of sight ? 

V. It is however truly absurd, that they having a body 
like other men, together with desires, pains, and angt*r, 
should not des]>ise the power of these, but assert that ihey 
are able to come into contact with the intelligible, and yet 
that there is not in the sun a more impassive power, though 
it exists in a superior order, and has not as our bodies 
have, a predominant tendency to a change of quality, and 
that it has not likewise a wisdom more excellent tlnin wo 
have whose origin is recent, and' who are prevented by so 
many impediments from arriving at truth. Nor again, is 
it fit to assert that the soul of the vilest men is immortal and 
divine, hut that all heaven and the stars that are there, do not 
'participate of immortality, though they consist of things far 
more beautiful and pure [than any thing terre.strml], and 
though it is evident that whatever is there is orderly and 
elegant ; especially since they blame the disorder which is 
about the earth, as if an immortal soul would choose this 
inferior abode, and willingly though more excellent be 
subservient to a mortal soul. The introduction also of 
this other soul by them is absurd, which according to them 
derives its composition from the elements. For how can 
a composition from the elements possess any life? For 
the mixture of these produces either the hot or the cold, or 
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that which is mingled from both, or the dry, or the moist, 
or a compound from these. How, likewise, is soul the 
connecting bond of the four elements, since it consists 
from and is posterior to them ? But when they also add 
animadversion and will, and ten thousand other things 
to this soul, it may be asked why they ascribe these to it. 
Farther stilly they do not honour this sensible fabrication of 
things, nor this visible earth, hut they say that there is a new ^ 
earth ^produced for them, into which they are to ascend from 
hence ; and that this new earth is the productive principle 
of the world ; though why is it necessary that they should 
dwell in the paradigm of a world which they hate? 
Whence likewise does this paradigm subsist ? For this, 
according to them, derived its subsistence from the maker 
of the world, verging to terrestrial natures. If, therefore, 
by the maker of the universe great attention is paid to the 
production of another world, after the intelligible world 
which he possesses, why is this attention requisite ? And if 
he was thus attentive prior to the world, was it in order that 
souls might be saved ? How is it, therefore, that they are 
not saved ? So that the World was made in vain. But if he 
was thus attentive posterior to the world, receiving his 
knowledge by a spoliation of form from matter, in this 
case, the skill which souls derive from experience, is suffi- 
cient to their salvation. But if they think that the form 
of the world should be assumed in souls, from whence is 
this novel doctrine derived ? 

VI. And why is it requisite to speak of the other hypo- 
stases which they introduce, such as transmigrations, 
repercussions, and repentances?* For if they say that 

' It appears from the version of Flcinus, that for vuv here, we 
should read vUiv. 

* Forms or ideas, according to the ancient wisdom of the Greeks, 
leap into matter, which is adapted by the exemplar of the universe 
to receive the images of them, and like a miiTor gives back the 
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these are the passions of soul when it repents, and reper- 
cussions, when it contemplates as it were the images of 
beings* and not beings themselves, — these are vain asser- 
tions, adduced for the purpose of establishing a peculiar 
sect. For as they do not adhere to the ancient wisdom of 
the Greeks, they fabricate such fictions as these. For the 
Greeks knew and asserted without any arrogance and 
pride, that there are methods of ascent from the cavern 
[of sense] and gradual progressions to a more and more 
true survey [of an intelligible essence.] And, in short, 
some things are assumed by the Gnostics from Plato, but 
others are innovations of their own, in order that they 
may establish a peculiar philosophy, and are devkations 
from the truth. For the punishments and rivers in Hades, 
and transmigrations into other bodies, are derived from 
Plato. The admission, likewise, of multitude in intel- 
ligibles, viz. of being and intellect ; and another demiurgus, 
and soul, is assumed from what is said in the “ Tim®us.’* 
For Plato there says, “ Intellect, therefore, perceiving ideas 
in which is animal itself, understood by the discursive 
energy of reason, that the universe should contain as many 
as are there.*’ But they not understanding Plato, intro- 
duce an intellect at rest, containing all things in itself ; a 
second intellect besides this, contemplating what the first 
contains; and a third intellect energizing dianoetically. 
Frequently, likewise, the fabricating soul is assumed by 
them for the reasoning intellect And they fancy that 
this soul is the Demiurgus, according to Plato ; not know- 

influx of the ideas which it receives. Souls, therefore, falling 
from the intelligible world become deceived, by mistaking the 
resemblances of forms for forms themselves, till by repentance they 
return to their true country, from which they have been as it were 
banished, through their abode on the earth. The Gnostics per- 
verting this doctrine, gave the names of essences to such like 
passions of the soul. 
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iog who tlie Demiurgus is. And, in short, they falsely 
ascribe to Plato the mode of fabrication which the]^ intro- 
duce, and many otlier things, and pervert the opinions of 
the man ; as if they alone understood an intelligible nature, 
but he, and other blessed men were ignorant of it. Denomi- 
nating, likewise, the intelligible multitude, they fancy that 
tliey have accurately discovered its nature ; though at the 
same time, by the multitude w^hich they introduce, they 
draw down the intelligible nature into a similitude with 
that which is sensible and subordinate. For it is necessary 
to consider intelligible multitude as subsisting according 
to the least possible number, and ascribing all things to 
that which is posterior to the first, not to investigate any 
other intclligibles ; that being all things, and the first 
intellect and essence, and such other beautiful essences as 
exist after tlie first nature. But wc should admit that the 
form of soul ranks in the third place. 

Moreover, we should investigate the differences of souls, 
in passions, or in nature, so as not in any respect to repre- 
hend divine men, but should benevolently receive their 
assertions, as being sanctioned by antiquity, adopting what 
has been well said by them, respecting the immortality of 
the soul, the intelligible world, and the first God ; as also, 
that it is necessary the soul should fly from an association 
with the body, and that a separation from the body is a 
flight from generation to real essence. For if they were 
clearly to assert these things, which are admitted by Plato, 
they would do well. No one, however, will envy their wish- 
ing to dissent from these dogmas ; nor their endeavours to 
establish their own opinions among their auditors, by defaming 
and insolently attacking the doctrines of the Greeks. But 
they ought to demonstrate that their own peculiar opinions, 
which are different from those of the Greeks, are right; 
and should benevolently and philosophically adduce the 
opinions of the ancients. Justly, also, looking to truth 
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when they oppose the ancients, tlicy ought not to aim at 
renown by censuring those who from a remote period have 
been celebrated by no contemptible men, nor assert that 
they arc better than them. For what the ancients have 
said concerning intelligibles, is much bettor, and more 
replete with learning than w’hat they say ; ami is easily 
known to he so hy those who are not deceived hy the fraud 
which at present invades wankind. Indeed, the iKlditions 
which the Gnostics have made to what they received from 
the ancients, will be found to be by no means a2>}>ropriaie ; 
and hence in their oppositions to them, they introduce 
manifold generations and corruptions. They likewise find 
fault with this universe, reprobate tl)e et)mmunion of the 
soul with body, and blame the governor of the world. 
They also confound the demiurgus with soul, and ascribe 
the same passions to the soul of the world as to partial souls. 

That this world, therefore, never began, nor will ever 
cease to be, but will continue in existence, as long as intel- 
ligibles have a subsistence, has been elsewhere shown by 
us. And that the communion of our soul with th(‘ body, 
is not better for the soul, has been asserted prior to them. 
But that the soul of the universe should receive any thing 
from ours, is just as if some one adducing the tribe of 
potters or braziers, in a well-governed city, sliould blame 
the whole city [on their account]. It is necessary, however, 
to be persuaded that the soul of the universe governs in a 
way very different from ours ; and not^ bound to body as 
our souls are. For besides ten thousand other differences 
which we have elsewhere enumerated, this also ought to 
be considered, that we are bound by the body, the bond 
being now in reality produced. For the nature of body 
being bound in the whole soul, binds together with itself 
whatever it may comprehend; but the soul of the universe 
is not bound by the things which it binds. For it has 
dominion over them. Hence it is not passively affected by 
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them. We, however, are not the lords of these. Bnt so 
much of the soul of the world as is raised to the divine 
nature which is above it, so much of it remains entire and 
simple, and without impediment; and so much of it as 
imparts life to the body with which it is connected, receives 
nothing from it. For, in short, that which is in something 
different from itself, necessarily receives the passive pro- 
perties of that in which it is. But this no longer imparts 
any thing of itself to that which possesses its own proper 
life. Just as if one thing should be eentrically inserted in 
another, and which is co-passive with that in which it is 
inserted ; but the latter being decayed, should permit the 
former to have its own life ; since, neither when the fire 
which is in you is extinct, is the wholeness of fire extin- 
guished. Nor if the whole of fire should perish, this would 
not affect the soul of the universe, but the composition of 
the mundane body. And if in each of the remaining 
elements there should be a certain world, this would not 
affect the soul of the universe, since the composiiion of 
the world is different from that of each of the animals 
which it contains. For the soul of the world stands as it 
were over its body, and orders it to abide ; but here the 
elements secretly as it were withdrawing themselves, are 
bound in their proper order by a secondary bond. In the 
former case, however, they have no place into which they 
can fly. Hence, it is neither necessary to contain them 
internally, nor b^external compression to impel them 
inwardly; but each remains where nature from the first 
intended it should remain. And if any one of them is 
naturally moved, those things to which motion is not 
natural are affected by it. The bodies, however, which are 
naturally moved, are moved in a beautiful manner, as being 
parts of the whole ; but certain things are corrupted, in 
consequence of not being able to sustain the order of the 
whole. Just as if in a great dance, which is conducted in 
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a becoming manner, a tortoise being caught in the middle 
of the progression, should be trod upon, not being able to 
escape the order of the dance ; though if the tortoise had 
arranged itself with the dance, it would not have suffered 
from those that composed it. 

To inquire, however, why the world was made, is the 
same thing as to ask why soul is ; and why the demiurgus 
made it? For this indeed, in the first place, is the inquiry 
of those who suppose there is a beginning of perpetuity. 
In the next place, they fancy that the demiurgus became 
the cause of the fabrication of the world, through being 
changed from one thing to another. ITeilce, they are to 
be taught, if they are equitably disposed, what the nature 
of these things is, that they may cease to i*evilo what is 
honourable, which they will easily do, if they become pro- 
perly cautious respecting such like particulars. For no 
one can rightly blame the administration of tlie universe, 
since in the first place it demonstrates the magnitude of an 
intelligible nature. For if it proceeds into life in such a 
way, as not to have an indistinct and confused life, such as 
the smallest natures in it possess, which are perpetually 
generated night and day through the abundant life it con- 
tains ; but is continued, clear and abundant, and is every 
where a life exhibiting an inestimable wisdom, how is it 
possible not to assert that it is a perspicuous and beautiful 
statue of the intelligible Gods ? But if though it imitates 
the intelligible paradigm it is not tlie same with it, this is 
conformable to nature ; since if it were the same with, it 
would no longer imitate it. The assertion, however, is 
false, that it imitates this paradigm in a dissimilar manner. 
For nothing is omitted, which a beautiful and natural 
image can possibly possess; since it was indeed necessary 
that this imitation should exist, but yet that it should not 
be an imitation resulting from the discursive energy of 
reason, and an artificial care. For it was not possible that 
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the intelligible should be the last of things; since it was 
necessary that the energy of it should be twofold, one in- 
deed abiding in itself, but the other proceeding into some- 
thing else. Hence it was necessary that there should 
be something posterior to it. For that alone which is 
the most powerless of all things, has nothing of itself 
which proceeds downwards. But an admirable power 
flourishes in iutelligibles, so that this power perpetually ^ 
fabricates. 

If, however, there is another [sensible] world better 
than this, what is it? But if it is necessary that this 
world sJiould exist, and there is no other, it is this world 
which preserves the imitation of the intelligible universe. 
For the whole earth indeed, is full of various animals, 
and of immortal beings ; and all things are replete with 
these, as far as to the heavens. And with respect to the 
stars, both those which are in the inferior spheres, and those 
which are in the hig{iest orb, what reason can be assigned 
why they are not Gods, since they are moved in order, and 
revolve with such beautiful bodies ? Why should they not 
possess virtue, or what can hinder them from obtaining it ? 
For those things have no place there, which are the causes 
of evils here ; nor is that evil of body there, which here is 
disturbed and disturbs. What, likewise, prevents celestial 
natures from possessing intellectual energy, since they are 
always at leisure, and from receiving in their intellect 
divinity, and the other intelligible Gods. But to assert 
that our wisdom is more excellent than theirs, will be said 
by no one who is not insane ; since if souls have descended 
hither, through being compelled by the soul of the world, 
how since they suffer compulsion are they better than that 
soul? For in souls, that which has dominion is more 

^ It appears from the version of Ficinus, that dei is here wanting 
in the original. And indeed, the sense requires it should be 
inserted. 
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excellent. And if souls descended hither voluntarily, why 
do you blame this sensible region, into which you willingly 
came ? Especially since you may be liberated from it, if it 
is not agreeable to you to stay. If, however, this universe 
is a place of such a kind, that it is possible to obtain 
wisdom in it, an3 while dwelling here to live according to 
a similitude of intelligibles, does not this testify that 
sensible are suspended from intelligible forms ‘r 

IX. If, however, some one should blame wealth and 
poverty, and the inequality in tlui dispensation of every 
thing of this kind, in the first place, such a one is ignorant 
that the worthy man does not seek for equality in such 
like particulars ; nor is of opinion that those who possess 
many things, have more [of good ;] nor that rulers are 
better than private individuals, but suffers others to make 
such things as these the objects of their pursuit. He also 
knows that the present life is twofold, the one being that 
of worthy men, but the other that of the multitude. And 
that the life of worthy men tends to the summit, and that 
which is on high ; but that the life which is merely human 
is again twofold, the one kind being mindful of virtue, and 
participating of a certain good, but the other pertaining to 
the vile rabble and to artificers, who administer to tlie 
necessities of more worthy men. But if one man slays 
another, or is vanquished by pleasure, througli imbecility 
of mind, what is there wonderful in this, since the guilt is 
not in intellect, but in souls that are of a puerile nature ? 
And if this should happen to be an exercise of the victors 
and the vanquished, how is it possible that this also should 
not subsist rightly ? But if you should be injured, what 
dreadful thing is there in this to an immortal nature ? 
And if you kill another [instead of being killed yourself,] 
you have what you wish. If, however, you still blame 
the administration of things, there is no necessity for you 
to continue any longer in life. But it is acknowledged 
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that there are judicial decisions here, and punishments. 
How, therefore, is it right to blame a city for distributing 
to every one according to his desert, since virtue is 
honoured in it, and vice has its appropriate disgrace? 
There are, likewise, in the world, not only statues of the 
Gods, but the Gods themselves, beholding from on high, 
who easily, as it is said, escape the accusations of men, 
since they conduct all things in order from the beginning 
to the end, and distribute an appropriate allotment to 
every one, conformable to the mutations of lives, and to 
actions in a pre-existent state ; of which he who is igno- 
rant, is of all men the most rash and rustic in divine con- 
cerns. It is requisite, however, that you should endeavour 
to become a most excellent character, and not think that 
you alone are able to become so ; for thus you will not yet 
be most excellent. But you ought to be persuaded that 
there are other transcendently good men, and also good 
daemons ; and much more Gods, who dwell in this world, 
aud look to that which is intelligible ; and especially that 
there is that most blessed soul the leader and ruler of this 
universe. From hence also, it is •proper that you should cele- 
brate the intelligible Gods; and besides all these, the greai 
king which is there, and should demonstrate that the magni- 
Uide of his nature especially consists in the multitude >of 
Gods. For U is the province of those who know the power of 
God, not to contract this power into one, hut to show that the 
amplitude of divinity is as great as he himself has demon- 
strated it to he; since remaining that which he is, he has pro- 
duced many Gods, all of whom are suspended from, and 
subsist through and by him. This world, likewise, is through 
him, nnd wholly looks to his divinity, as does also each of the 
Gods, who prophetically announce to men what they there 
behold, cmd by oracles unfold their will. 

If, however, the Gods that proceed from, are not the 
same with the hrst God, this very thing also is according 
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to nature. But if you wish to despise superior brings, and 
arrogantly extol yourself as not inferior to them, in the 
first place [it should be remembered.] that by how much 
more excellent any one is, by so much the more is he bene- 
volently disposed towards all other beings, and towards 
mankind. x\.nd in the next place, it is proper to have a 
moderate conception of our own dignity, and unaccom- 
panied with any rusticity : exalting ourselves only so far 
as our nature is able to ascend*; conceiving that there is 
also a place with divinity for others, as well as for our- 
selves, and not, as if flying in a dream, arrange ourselves 
alone immediately after the highest God ; and thus deprive 
ourselves of that power by which it is possible for the soul 
of man to become a God. But this is possible so far as 
intellect is the leader of the soul. To attempt, however, 
to pass beyond intellect, is to fall from intellect. But 
stupid men are persuaded when they suddenly hear such 
sounds as these : “ You are better, not only than all other 
men, hut also than the Gods'^ For there is much arrogance 
among men [of the present time\ And he who prior to this 
was humble and modest, and a man of no consequence, 
becomes exalted beyond measure when he is told, ** You are 
the son of God, but other men whom you formerly admired, 
are not the sons of God ; as neither are those beings which 
men honour conformably to the rites of their ancestors. It 
may be shown, however, without any labour, that you are 
more excellent than the heavens themselves,^* ^ Others, also, 

^ Of this most stupid and arrogant opinion was the slashing 
Dr, Bentley, as Pope calls him, as is evident from the following 
extiaot : 

“Nor do we count it any absurdity, that such a vast and 
immense universe should be made for the sole use of such mean 
and unworthy creatures as the children of men. For if we con- 
sider the dignity of an intelligent being, and put that in the 
scales against brute inanimate matter, we may affirm, without 
over-valuing human nature, that the soul of one virtuous and reli- 
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vociferate the same things. ‘ Just as if some one in the 
company of many persons who knew not how to numerate, 
should hear it said that he was a thousand cubits in height. 
If, therefore, he should think himself so tall as this, but 
should hear that other men were five cubits in height, he 
would only have a confused imagination that a thousand 
was a great number. 

Farther still, they acknowledge that the providence of 
God is attentive to humail concerns. Why, therefore, does 
he neglect the whole world, of which we are a part ? If it 
is because he is not at leisure to look to it, neither there- 
fore is it lawful for him to survey that which is inferioi 
and us. Why also, while he surveys us, does he not 
behold that which is external ; and thus look to the world 
in which we are contained ? But if he does not look to 
that which is external, in order that he may not see the 
world, neither will he behold us. Divinity, however, 
knows the order of the world, and the manner in which 
men who are contained in it subsist. Those, also, who are 
dear to divinity, bear mildly whatever happens to them 
from the world, if any thing necessarily befalls them from 
the motion of all things. For it is not j>roper to look to 
what is pleasing to an individual, but we should direct our 
attention to the universe, and honour every one according 
to his desert ; hastening to that goal to which aU things 
that are able hasten, and by the attainment of which they 
become blessed ; some things as far as they have ability 
obtaining an allotment adapted to their nature. Nor 
should any man ascribe this ability to himself alone. For 
it does not follow that a man possesses what he pretends 
to possess ; since many assert they possess that of which 
they know they are destitute, and also fancy they have a 

gidus man, is of greater worth and excellency than the sun and 
his planets, and all the stars in the world.” See Bentley’s 8th 
Sermon at Boyle’s Lectures. 
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thing when they have it not, and that they alone are the 
possessors of that which they alone do not possess. 

X. He, therefore, who investigates many other par- 
ticulars, or rather every particular respecting tlieir opinions, 
will be able to show copiously what the nature of them is. 
We, indeed, are ashamed of certain of our friends,’ who 
before they w^ere intimate wdth us wore conversant with 
these opinions, and who still, I know not how, persevere 
in them, and endeavour to render them credible. We, 
how^ever, speak to those with whom we are acquainted, 
and not to the many who are auditors of these men. For 
we shall effect nothing by endeavouring to persuade tlunn 
not to be disturbed by the arguments of the Gnostics, 
which are not accompanied wdth demonstrations ; (for how 
is it possible they should ?) but are the assert ions of 
arrogant men. For there is anotlier mode of properly 
confuting those who dare to repreheiul the doctrines of 
ancient and divine men, and a mode which adheres to the 
truth. We shall, therefore, dismiss the enquiry how they 
are to be persuaded. For those who accurately under- 
stand wdiat has now been said, will know wdiat the nature 
is of every other particular. We shall dismiss, howewer, 
the consideration of that assertion which surpasses every 
thing in absurdity, if it is requisite to call it an absmaiJity, 
viz. tliat soul and a certain wisdom verged downward, 
whether soul ^vas the first that began to verge, or wisdom 
was the cause of this tendency to an inferior condition, or 
both had the same intention. They add, that other souls 
and the members of wisdom descended at the same time, 
and entered bodies, such for instance as those of men. 
They say, however, that the soul for the sake of which 
other souls descended, did not descend, as if it did not 
verge downward, but that it only illuminated the dark- 

* Plotinus, I suppose, alludes here to Origen the Christian father^ 
among others^ w^ho had formerly been one of his disciples. 
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ness ; and that afterwards an image was from thence pro- 
duced in matter. Again, also, after this fashioning an 
image of an image, thej assert that it jjervades through 
matter or materiality, or whatever else they may* please to 
call it ; for they call this by one name, and that by 
another, devising many appellations for the purpose of 
rendering what they say obscure. And thus they generate 
what is deuominated by them the demiurgus. Making 
the world, likewise, to revolt from the mother, they say 
that it proceeds from the demiurgus as far as to the last 
of images.* 

XI. In the first place, therefore, if this soul did not 
descend, but illuminated the darkness, how can it be 
rightly said to have verged downward ? For it is not 
proper to say that it now verged, because something flowed 
from it such as light ; unless one thing belonging to it 
was situated in the region beneath, but another proceeded 
locally to this region, and becoming near to it, illuminated 
it. But if this soul illuminated, abiding in itself, and not 
at all operating for this purpose, why did this soul alone 
illuminate, and not those natures also winch are more 
powerful than it in the order of beings? If, however, 
they say that this soul, in consequence of forming a 
i-atignal conception of the world, illuminated it from the 
discursive energy of reason, why did it not at one and the 
same time illuminate and make the world, but instead of 
this waited for the generation of images ? In the neit 
place, this rational conception of the world, which is called 
by them a foreign land, and which was produced as they 
say by greater causes, did not occasion ^he makers of it to 

^ After this in the original, the words iva Xoc^op^^qrai 6 
roiiro ypdif/as follow, “in order that he who writes this may be 
more vehemently reprehended.” But as 1 do not see what con- 
nection they have with the words immediately preceding them, 1 
have not inserted them in the translation. ^ 
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verge downward. Besides, how did it happen that matter 
being illuminated, made psychical images, but not^ the 
nature of bodies ? For the image of soul, would not be 
at all in want of darkness or matter ; but that wliich was 
generated would when generated follow its maker, and be 
suspended from him. Again, whether is this illumination 
from a reasoning process, essence, or as they say, a concop. 
tion ? For if it is essence, what is the difference between 
it, and that from which it proceeds ? But if it is another 
species of soul, and this rational, perhaps it is vegetable 
and generative. If, however, this be the case, how will it 
any longer be true that it made the world in order that it 
might be honoured for so doing ; and how did it make it 
through arrogance and audacity, and in short, through 
imagination ? And still more absurd is it, that it should 
have made the world through a reasoning process. Why, 
also, was it requisite, that the fabricator of the world 
should have made it from matter and an image ? But if 
this illumination is a conception, in the first place it must 
be shown whence the name derives its origin ; and in the 
next place how it produces, unless it imparts to the con- 
ception a fabricative power. But how can there be produc- 
tion with a fiction ? They will say, that this thing is first, 
and another is posterior to it. This, however, is asserted 
without any authority. Wliy, also, was fire the first thing 
produced [and afterwards other things] ? 

XII. After what manner, likewise, did this image when 
just produced attempt to fabricate ? Was it through a 
recollection of what it previously knew ? But in short it 
had not then an existence, neither itself, nor the mother 
which they assign to it, in order that it might know this. 
In the next place, is it not wonderful, since they came into 
this world, not as images of souls, but as true souls, that 
scarcely one or two of them being raised from the world, 
and recovetfSig their recollection, have been able to remem* ^ 

3 
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t)er spmething of what they formerly saw ; and yet this 
image, as sopn as it was generated, formed a conception* 
though as they say, obscurely, of supernal natures? Or 
that this should have been the case with the mother of it, 
who is a material image ; and that it should not only have 
formed a conception of these natures, and of both this and 
the intelligible world, but should also have learned what 
the things are from wdiicb the sensible universe was gene- 
rated? Whence did it conceive that fire should first be 
produced, and think that this was necessary? For why 
did it not conceive this of something else ? But if it was 
able to produce fire from the conee 2 >tion of it, why did it 
not i3roduce the world from a concej^tion of the world? 
For it is in a similar maiinor requisite, that the production 
of the w'orld should be simultaneous with the conception 
of it. For both fire and the world were comprehended in 
the conce 2 >tion of them; since this image fabricated 
entirely in a more jdiysical way, and not like the arts. 
For the arts are posterior both to nature and the world. 
And even now, in the individuals which are generated by 
natures, fire is not first produced, afterwards each pai> 
ticular, and in the next place the mixture of these, but the 
enclosure and circumscrij)tion of the whole animal, im- 
pressed in the menstrual effluxions. Why, therefore, might 
not matter be there circumscribed in the impression of the 
world, in which impression, earth and fire and the rest of 
things were comprehended? But perhaps they would 
thus have made the world, in consequence of employing a 
more true soul. The artificer of the world, however, knew 
not how to make it in this manner, though he foresaw the 
definite magnitude of the heavens, the obliquity of the 
?odiac, the motion of the bodies under it, and [the central 
position of] 4he earth ; and all this in such a way as to 
possess the causes through which they thus subsist; 
though such foreknowledge could not belong^ an image, 
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but entirely proceeded from a power derived from the best 
of things, and which they also though unwillingly acknow- 
ledge. For the illimnnatiou diffused through the dark- 
ness, compels them to assent to the true causes of the 
world. For why was it requisite to illuminate, if it was 
not entirely necessary? For this necessity was either 
according to nature, or preternatuml. And if, iudt‘ed, it was 
according to nature, this illumination always existed ; but 
if it was preternatural, then among supernal beings that 
which is iiTegular • had a subsistence, and evils existed 
prior to this world. Hence, this world is not the cause of 
evil, but supernal beings are the causes of evils to the 
w^^rld. And evil to the soul is not from the nnivorso, but 
the evils that are here are derived from soul. And thus 
by a reasoning process we are led to refer the world to the 
first of things. But if matter also is the cause of evil, 
whence does it appear that it is so ? For soul verging 
downward, saw, as they say, the darkness, and illuminated 
it. Whence, therefore, did the darkness originate ? For 
if they say tliat soul voi’ging downwaid produced it, tlien 
it will follow that the darkness did not exist prior to this 
downward tendency of the soul. Nor will the darkness 
itself be the cause of this tendency, but the nature of soul. 
This, however, is the same thing as to attribute the cause 
to precedaneous necessities. So that the cause is from the 
fii*8t of beings. 

XIII. He therefore who blames the nature of the world, 
does not know what he does, nor w^hither this audacity of 
his tends. This, however, arises from the Gnostics not 
knowing the successive order of things, viz. of first, second, 
and third natures, this order always extending itself as far 
as to the last of things, and from not considering that 
subordinate beings ought not to revile such as are firsts 
but should mildly yield to the nature of all things ; and 
that they should betake themselves to the first of beings, 
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abandoning the tragic fears, which they fancy are pro 
duced from the spheres of the world, all which are the 
causes of bland effects. For what do they contain of a 
terrible nature, with which those that are unskilled in 
arguments, and such as are strangers to erudite and 
elegant knowledge, are terrified ? For though the bodies 
of these spheres are of a fiery ^ characteristic, yet it is not 
proper to be afraid of them, since they subsist with com- 
raensuration both to the universe and to the earth. But 
they ought to look to * the souls of these spheres, by whom 
they imagine themselves to be considered as beings of a 
very honourable nature, though their bodies transcendently 
surpass ours both in magnitude and beauty, and contribute 
to and co-operate with natural effects. For otherwise sub- 
ordinate beings would not be generated, as long as the 
first of things subsist. These spheres also give completion 
to the universe, of which they are likewise mighty parts. 
If men, however, possess something honourable beyond 
other animals, much more do the starry spheres, which 
do not exist in the universe for tyrannical purposes, but 
impart to it ornament and order. But with respect to 
those things which are said to be effected by them, these 
are to be considered as signs of future events ; and that 
things which are generated are produced accompanied with 
different fortunes. For it is not possible that the same 
things should happen to each individual, since they ai’e 
much distant from each other, in the times of their genera- 
tion, the places in which they reside, and in the dispositions 
of the soul. Nor again, is it fit to require that all things 

' The fire of which the heavenly bodies consists is unburning and 
innoxious, perpetually shining, as Proclus says in the “Timaeus,’* 
with viviiic heat, illuminative power, purity, and transparent 
light. 

* For Cl rdf tf/vxdf here, it is necessary to read cif U ra^ 
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should be [perfectly] good, nor, because this is impossible, 
rashly to blame [the order of the uni verse]. ‘ Nor is it 
proper to think that these inferior differ in no rosi)ect from 
superior natures, or to conceive that to bo evil which is 
more defective with re8j)ect to the possession of wisdom, 
and is less good, and thus always considering a thing to 
be evil in proportion as it is more inconsiderable. Just as 
if some one should say that nature is evil, because it is 
not sense. And that which is sensitive is evil, because it 
is not reason. For those who thus think must be com* 
pelled to assert that evil also subsists in the intelligible 
world. For there, likewise, soul is inferior to iiitellect, 
and intellect to somethiug else [or the (jood]. 

XIV. After auolher uianner, also, they especially niakc 
supernal natures not to be incorrupt ible. For when they 
write incantations, and utter them as to the stars, not only 
to [the bodies “ and] souls of these, but also to things 
superior to soul, what do they effect? They answer, 
charms, allurements, and persuasions, so that the stars 
hear the words addressed to them, and are <lrawn down ; 
if any one of us knows how iu a more artificial manner to 
utter these incantations, sminds, aspirations of the voice, 
and hissings, and such other particulars as in their writings 
are said to possess a magical power. If, however, they are 
not willing to assert this, but that sounds possess certain 
incorporeal powers, it will follow that while they wish to 
render their assertions more ' venerable, they ignorantly 
subvert their renown. They likewise pretend that they 
can expel disease. And if, indeed, they say that they 

' The words niv rd^tv row itavroQ are omitted in the original ; 
but both the sense, and the version of Ficinus, require they should 
be inserted. 

^ Instead of ov ftovov r^v ^vxfjv in the original, from the 
version of Ficinus, it is necessary to read, ov phvov irpb^ ra (nbpara 
dXXd Ml rf)v ^'vxfjp. 
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effect this hy temperance and an orderly mode of life, they 
speak rightly, and conformably to philosophers. But now 
when they assert that diseases are daemons, and that they 
are able to expel those by words, and proclaim that thej 
possess this ability, they may appear to the multitude to 
be more venerable, who admire the ipowers of magicians ; 
but they will not persuade intelligent men that diseases 
have not their causes either from labours, or satiety, or 
indigence, or putrofaction, and in short from mutations 
which either have an exlomal or internal origin. This, 
however, is manifest from the cure of diseases. For 
disease is deduced downward, so as to pass away exter- 
nally, either througli a flux of the belly, or the operation 
of medicine. Diseases also, is cured hy letting of blood, 
and fasting. Perhaps, however, [they will say] that the 
daemon is then hungry, and the medicine causes him to 
waste away ; but ihat sometimes health is suddenly ob- 
tained, through the (Ispinon departing, or remaining within 
the body. But if this is effected while the daemon still 
remains within, why, while he is within, is the person no 
longer diseased ? And if he departs, what is the cause of 
his departure? ? For what did he suffer ? Is it because 
he was nourished by the disease ? The disease, therefore, 
was something different from the daemon. In the next 
place, if the da3mon enters without any cause, why is not 
the body always diseased? But if he enters when the 
cause of the disease is present, why is the daemon necessary 
in order to the body becoming diseased ? For the cause is 
sufficient to produce the fever. At the same time, how- 
ever, it is ridiculous, that as soon as the cause of the 
disease exists, the daemon should immediately be present, 
as if subsisting in conjunction with the cause. The 
manner, however, in which these things are asserted by 
the Gnostics, and on what account is evident ; since for 
ihe sake of this, no less than of other things, we have 
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mentioDed these daemons. . Other part icultirSi however, we 
shall leave to the consideration of the reader. And this 
ftivst every where he considered, that he who pursues our form 
of philosophy, will, besides all other yoods, genuinely epdiibit 
simple and venerable manners, in conjunction with the pos^ 
session of wisdom, and will not endeavour to become insolent 
and proud ; but will possess confidence accompanied with 
reason, much security and caution, and great circumspection,^ 

XV. What these assertions, however, effect in the souls 
of those that hear them, persuading them to despise the 
world, and the things that are in it, ought not by. any means 
to be concealed from us. For there are two sects of philo- 
sophers with respect to the attainment of the. end of life, 
one of which places the pleasure of the body as the end ; 
but the other chooses the beautiful and virtue, the desire 
of which is derived and suspended from God. The manner, 
however, in which this is accomplished, must he elsewhere 
discussed. And Epipurus, indeed, taking away providence, 
pxhorts us to pursue pleasure and delight, as tlie only 
things wdiich then remain. But the doctrirui of the 
Gnostics, as still more juvenile than tliis, blames the 
domination of providence, and i^rovidence itself, desj)i.scs 
p.11 human laws, and virtue wdiich has existed in every 
age, and considers temperance as ridiculous, in order that 
nothing beautiful and good may be seen to subsist among 
men. Together with temperance also it subverts justice 
which is connascent with it in manners, and which derives 
its perfection from reason and exercise ; and in short, it 
subverts every thing by which a man may become a worthy 
chameter. Hence, nothing else is left for them to pursue but 
pleasure, and their own concerns and utility, and not that 
which is common to other men ; unless some one among 

* There are four lines more in this section in the orip^nal ; but 
the meaning of them is so very obscure, tliat I have not attempted 
to translate them. 
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them happens to be superior to these assertions. For 
none of the above-mentioned particulars are considered as 
beautiful by them, but something else whatever it may be 
which they pursue * though they ought to endeavour to 
correct those with whom thej' are well acquainted, applying 
themselves from a divine nature to human eoncems. For 
it is the province of this nature which despises the pleasure 
of the body, to know what is beautiful and good. But 
those who are destitute of virtue, are not at all excited to 
supernal natures. This is t( stified by their never saying 
any thing about virtue, and by their entirely omitting the 
rliscussion of things pertaining to it. Nor do they say 
what virtue is, or how many virtues there are, or direct their 
attention to the numerous and beautiful assertions which may 
he surveyed in the writings of the ancients, or to the means 
of acquiring and possessing virtue, and of cultivating and 
purifying the soul. For it is to no qmrpose to say, look to 
God, unless you also teach how we are to look to him. For 
what hinders, some one may say, hut that a man may look to 
Qod who does not abstain from any one pleasure, and who 
suffers his anger to he without any restraint; such a one 
recollecting indeed the name of God, hut being held in 
bondage by all the passions, and not at all endeavouring to 
expel them f Virtue, therefore, indeed proceeding to the end 
[i.e. to its perfection^ and being ingenerated in the soul in 
conjunction with urisdom, will present God to the view. But 
to speak of God without tme virtue, is to utter nothing but a 
name. 

XVI. Again, to despise the world, and the Gods, and other 
beautiful natures that are contained in it, is not to become a 
good man. For, every bad man will in the first place despise 
the Gods ; and no one is completely bad till he does despise 
them. Hence, if he is not bad in every thing else, from this 
very thing he will become so. For the honour which the 
Gnostics say is paid by them to the intelligible Gods, is 
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utterly ineongruous. For he who loves any thing, is delighted 
with every thing which is allied to the object of his love. For 
you also love the children of the father whom you love. But 
every soul is the daughter of the father of the universe. And 
the souls in the mundane spheres, are intellectual, and good, 
and are united to intelligible essences much more than ours. 
For how could this world he separated from the intelligible 
world ; or the Gods in it, from the intelligible Gods ? But 
these things have been discussed by us before. Now, how- 
ever, we must say, that those who despise things allied to 
the intelligible Gods, have no knowledge of those Gods, 
except what is merely verbal. For how can it be pious to 
assert as they do, that j^rovidence does not extend to terrene 
affairs, and to every thing whatever it may be ? How also 
is this consonant to their own doctrine ? For they say that 
divinity providentially attends to them alone. Whether, 
therefore, did he pay attention to them while they were 
with supernal natures, or does he also attend to them 
during their existence here ? For if the former, how came 
they to descend r But if the latter, how is it that they are 
still upon the earth ? How, likewise, does it hapi)en lliat 
divinity is not j)resent in the earth ? For whence does he 
know that they are here, and that being here and revolting 
from him, they have become evil ? But if he has a know- 
ledge of souls that have not become evil, he will also know 
those that have, in order that he may be able to distinguish 
the former from the latter. He will, therefore, be present 
to all things, and will be in this world, whatever the mode 
may be of his subsistence in it. So that the world will 
participate of him. But if he is absent from the world, he 
will also be absent from you ; and you will not have any 
thing to say either about him, or the natures posterior to 
him. But whether a certain providence proceeds from 
divinity to you, or whatever you may think fit to assert 
respecting it, the world certainly derives its subsisteneo 
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from thence, and is not, nor ever will be, deserted by him/ 
For the providence of divinity is in a much greater degree 
extended to wholes than to parts ; and the former of these 
participate of him more abundantly than the latter. And 
much more does he providentially attend to the soul of the 
world. This is evident from the existence of the world, 
and from the wisdom of the mode in which it exists. For 
U'ho among those that are stupidly proud, is so orderly and 
wise as the viiwerse / Indeed, to compare the one with the 
other is ridiculous, and is attended with great absurdity. • 
Hence, wlien the comparison is made for any other purpose 
than that of argument, it is attended with impiety. Nor is 
it the province of a wise man to investigate things of this 
kind [as if he was dubious about •them], but of one who is 
mentally blind, tvho is eivtirely destitute both of sense and 
intellect, and who being very remote from a knowledge of the 
intelligible world does not look to the sensible universe. For 
what musician is there, who on perceiving the harmony 
in the intelligible world, is not moved when he hears the 
harmony arising from sensible sounds ? Or who that is 
skilled in geometry and numbers, when he beholds through 
his eyes that which is commensurate, analogous and orderly 
is not deliglited with the view ? For those who view through 
tlic eyes the productions of art, in pictures, do not behold 
them in the same way as they do the originals of which they 
are the resemblances. But the geometrician and arithme- 
tician, knowing iu the sensible object the imitation of that 
which subsists in intellection, they are as it were agitated, 
and brought to the recollection of reality. And from this 
passion also, love is excited. He however, who sees beauty 
resplendent in the face, tends thither. But his mind must 
be dull and sluggish in the extreme, and incapable of being 
incited to any thing else, who on seeing all the beautiful 
objects in the sensible world, all this symmetry and great 
armngeraent of things, and the form apparent in the stars 
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though so remote, is not from this view mentally agitated, 
and does not venerate them as admirable productions of 
still more admirable causes. For he who is not thus 
affected, will neither direct his attention to the one, nor 
have a knowledge of the other. 

XVII. If also, they are induced to hate the nature of 
body, because they have hoard that Plato greatly blames it 
as being an impediment to the soul, and says, that the 
whole of a corporeal nature is inferior to the soul, yet 
separating this by the discursive energy of reason, it 
is requisite to survey what remains, viz. ilie intelligible 
sphere, comprehending in itself the form of the world, 
souls in an orderly series without bodies, imparting magni- 
tude according to the intelligible, and producing it into 
interval ; so that the magnitude of that which is generated, 
may as much as possible be adequate to the im])artibility 
of the paradigm. For that which is there great in ];>ower, 
is here great in bulk. And whether they wish to under- 
stand this sphere as circularly moved l>y a divine powen*, 
which contiiins the beginning, middh', and end of the 
whole sphere, or whether they consider it as stable, and not 
yet governing any thing cdse, they will thus be led to form 
a proper conception of the soul which governs this universe. 
They ought likewise to connect body with this soul in such 
a manner that soul may not be at all passive, but may im- 
part something to the body, which it is able to receive, 
because it is not lawful there should be envy in the Gods. 
They should likewise ascribe such a power to the soul 
of the world, as is able to render the nature of body which 
is not of itself beautiful, a participant of beauty as far as 
it is capable of being adorned ; which beauty also excites 
divine souls. Unless, indeed, the Gnostics should say that 
their souls are not excited by beauty, and that they do not 
in a different manner survey deformed and beautiful 
bodies. If, however, this be the case, neither are they 
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differently affected by base and beautiful studies, nor 
by beautiful disciplines and the contraries to these. 
Hence neither do they perceive the transcendency of 
the contemplative energy, nor of Grod himself. For 
on account of first natures the above-mentioned parti- 
culars subsist. If, therefore, the latter are not beau- 
tiful, neither are the former. Hence, the latter are beau- 
tiful after the former. When, however, they say that 
they despise the beauty which is here, they would do well 
to despise the beauty in boys and women, so as not to be 
vanquished by lust. But it is requisite to know that they 
ought not to boast, if they despise what is base, but if they 
despise what they before had acknowledged to be beautiful, ' 
and by wliich they were in a certain respect affected. In 
the next place it must be observed, that there is not 
the same beauty in a part and the whole, in all individuals 
and the universe. And in the third place, that there is so 
groat a beauty even in sensibles, and partial natures such as 
doe in on s, as to cause us to admire the maker of these, and 
to believe that they are derivetl from him. Hence, when 
we are not detained by those lower beauties, but proceed 
from those without reviling them to supernal natures, 
we then proclaim that the beauty of tlie latter is immense. 
And if, indeed, we are inwardly as well as outwardly 
beautiful, wo must say that the one accords with the other. 
But if we are internally had, we ought then to acknowledge 
that we suffer a diminution in things of a more excellent 
nature. Nothing, however, that is truly beautiful exter- 
nally, is internally deformed. For every thing which is 
externally beautiful, is so in consequence of the domination 
of inward beauty. But those who are said to be beautiful, 
and are at the same time internally deformed, have a false 
external beauty. And if some one should say that he has 
seen those who are outwardly truly beautiful, but are 
inwardly base, 1 am of opinion that he has not seen such 
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persons, but has mistaken others for them ; or if he 
has seen them, their inward deformity has been adventi- 
tious to them, they being naturally beautiful. For there 
are many impediments hero which prevent our arriving 
at the end. But what is there to prevent the universe 
which is externally beautiful from being so internally? 
Moreover, those to whom nature has not given perfection 
from the beginning, are ])erhaps inctipable of arriving 
at the end ; so that it is possible for them to become 
depraved. The universe, however, was never once a child 
so as to be imperfect ; nor does it accpiiro any thing new ‘ 
by proceeding, and which is added to its body. For whence 
could it acquire this ? Since it already possessed all things. 
Nor can any addition to the soul of it be devised. But 
even if some one should grant the Gnostics that there can, 
yet nothing evil can be added to it. 

XVIII. Perhaps, however, they will say tliat they by 
their arguments cause those who believe in them, to hy 
far from, and hate the body, but that our doctrines detain 
the soul in body. But this is just as if two persons dwell- 
ing in the same house, one of them should blame the furni- 
ture and the builder of it, and yet nevertheless stay in it ; 
but the other should not blame either of tlies<i, but assert 
that the builder of it had constructed it in a most artificial 
manner, and should wait for the time as long as he dwells 
in it, in which he may be liberated, and may no longer be 
in want of a house. The former of these, however, is 
thought to be the wiser of the two, and more prepared to 
depart, because he knows that the house is composed of 
inanimate stones and wood, and is very far from being a 
true edifice, though he is ignorant of the great difference 
between bearing [properly], and not bearing things of a 
necessary nature ; since he would not be indignant if he 


* Ti viop is omitted in the original. 
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was moderately i)leased with the beauty of the stones. It 
is necessary, however, that those who have a body should 
remain in the habitations which are fabricated by a sister 
bcneticcnt soul, and who possesses an abundant power of 
fabricating without labour. Indeed the Gnostics think 
fit to call the vilest wen their hrethren, hut refuse thus to 
denominate the sun^ and the other stars ; and with an insane 
mouth separate the soul of the world from an alliance with 
ours. While, therefore, we are bad, it is not indeed lawful to 
conjoin us with supernal natures ; but then only this can 
take place, wlicn we become worthy, since we are not 
bodies, but souls resident in bodies, and capable of dwell- 
ing in them in such a manner, as to ap]>roxiinate very 
nearly to the mode in which the soul of the universe in- 
habits the whole body of the world. This however, con- 
sists ill being free from impulsion, in not yielding to ex- 
terually-accediiig ])lcasures, or visible objects, and in not 
being disturbed at any severe occurrence. The soul of the 
world, therefore, is not impelled ; for there is not any thing 
by which it can be. And we dwelling in this region of 
sense, may indeed by virtue repel the i>ercussions of ex- 
ternal objects, so as by magnitude and strength of decision, 
to diminish some of the percussions, and prevent others 
from taking place. But when we proximately accede to 
that which cannot be impelled, then we shall imitate the 
soul of the universe, and the soul of the stars, and becom- 
ing near through similitude, wo shall hasten to be one and 
the same with them. Then also those things which were 
the objects of their vision from the first, will be ours, in 
consequence of being well prepared for this [felicitous 


event] both by nature and study. The Gnostics, however, 
will not, by saying that they alone are able to survey 


[divine natures] behold more of th6m on this account; 
nor because they assert that when they|,che they shall 
entirely lay^t).i^d^^ the b<^y,A htfi igh this isj^d} permitted to 
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the souls that always adorn the heavens. For they say 
this through ignorance of the meaning of being out of the 
body, and of the manner in which the whole soul of the 
universe pays attention to that which is inanimate. It is 
possible therefore, not to be a lover of body, to become 
pure, to despise deatli, to have a knowledge of more excel- 
lent natures, and to make them the objects of pursuit ; ami 
also not to envy those who are able to pursue them, and 
always do so, as if they did not. Kor should we be affected 
in the same manner as those who fancy that the stars d(7 
not move, because sense announces to them that they 
stand still. For on this account also, the Gnostics fancy, 
that the nature of the stars does not survey the intclligibles 
that are as it were external to them, because they them- 
selves do not see the soul of them externally subsisting. 




V. 

ON THE IMPASSIVITY OF INCORPOREAL 
NATURES. 

III. vi. 

I. If we should say that the senses are not passions, but 
energies and judgments about the passions, the passions 
indeed subsisting about something else, as for instance 
about a body affected in a certain manner, but judgment 
about the soul ; judgment not being passion, for if it wore, 
another judgment would again be necessary, and thus we 
should 1)0 obliged to proceed in an inlinite ascent ; — if we 
should thus speak, it would neverlheless be here dubious, 
whether judgment itself has nothing in it of the subject ol 
its decision, or whether if it has an impression of it, it is 
ut>t passively affected. At the same time, however, let us 
speak about these impressions as they are called, and show 
that the mode of their subsistence is entirely different from 
what it is apprehended to be, and is such as that of intel- 
lections, which being energies are able to know without 
passivity. And in short, neither our reason, nor our will 
piermits us to subject the soul to such conversions and 
changes in quality, as are the calefactions and refrigera- 
tions of bodies. With respect to what is called the passive 
part of the soul also, it is requisite to see, and consider, 
whether wd^ust admit ^is^i^ewise to |e immutable, or 
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grwit that passivity belongs to this alone. This however, 
we shall discuss hereafter. But let us now direct our 
attention to the doubts pertaining to the former particulars. 
For it is dubious how that part of the soul, whatever it 
may be, is immutable, which is prior to the passive part, 
and to sense, since depravity is ingenerated in it, and false 
opinions and. ignorance ; and besides these, familiarity and 
alienation, when it is pleased and pained, is angry and 
envious, is emulous and desirous ; and in short, which is 
never quiescent, but is moved and changed by every inci- 
dental circumstance. If, indeed, the soul is body and has 
magnitude, it is not easy, or rather is wholly impossible to 
show that it is impassive and immutable in any one of the 
I>articulars, which are said to take ])]ace about it. But if 
it is an essence void of magnitude, and it is necessary that 
the incorru]>tible should be present with it, we should take 
care not to ascribe to it passions of this kind, lest we 
should also ignorantly grant that it is corruptible. 
Whether, likewise, the essence of it is number or reason, 
as we say it is, how can ])assion be ingonerated in number 
or reason ? But we ought rather to think that irrational 
reasons, and impassive passions are ]>roduced in it. And 
these being transferred to it from bodies, are each of tlieni 
to be oppositely assumed, and according to analogy, so that 
the soul [after a manner] posses.sing these, does not [really] 
possess them, and being passive to them docs not suffer. And 
it must be considered what the mode is of such like affections. 

II. In the first place however, it is requisite to speak of 
virtue and vice, and to show tvhat then takes place when vice 
is said to be present with the soul. For we say it is necessary 
to take away something, as if a certain evil was in the soul, 
and that virtue should be inserted in it, and it should be 
adorned and made beautiful, instead of being, as it was before, 
base and deformed. If therefore we should say that virtue is 
harmony, but vice dissonan'ce, shall we adduce an opinion 
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couformable to that of the ancients ? For this assertion 
will in no small degree promote the object of our investi- 
gation. For if, indeed, virtue consists in the parts of the 
soul being naturally concordant with each other, but vice, 
in their not being concordant, nothing adventitious or ex 
traneous will take place ; but each part will proceed such 
as it is, into an appropriate order, and being such will not 
enter into dissonance, like dancers who in dancing do not 
accord with each other ; either one of them singing, when 
the rest do not sing, or each singing by himself. For it is 
not only necessary that they should sing together, but that 
each should sing well with an appropriate music, as far as 
pertains to his own part of the performance ; so that then 
also in the soul there is harmony, when each part performs 
that which is adapte<l to it. It is requisite, however, prior 
to the harmony, that there should be another virtue of 
each of the parts, and another vice of each prior to their 
dissonance with respect to each other. What is it there- 
fore, from which being present, each part is evil ? Is it 
from vice being present? And again, is each part good 
through the presence of virtue? Perhaps, therefore, some 
one may say that ignorance in the reasoning power is the 
vice of it, this ignorance consisting in the negation of 
knowledge, and not in the presence of a certain thing. 
But when false opinions are inherent, which especially 
produce vice, how is it possible in this case that something 
should not be ingenerated, and that this part of the soul 
should not thus be changed iu quality ? Is not also the 
irascible part affected in one way when it is timid, and in 
another when it is brave ? And is not the epithymetic ' 
part likewise, affected differently when it is intemperate, 
and when it is temperate ? Or may we not say, that when 

' ».c. The part characteruied by desire; the whole soul receiving 
a triple division, into reason, anger,' and desire, which last is a 
tendency to the possession and enjoyment of external good. 
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eacb part possessing virtue, energizes according to the 
essence bj which it is characterized, we then say it is 
obedient to reason ? And the reasoning part, indeed, is 
obedient to intellect, but the other parts to reason. Or 
shall we say that to be obedient to reason is as it were to 
see, that which is obedient not being figured, but seeing, 
and being in energy when it sees ; just as sight both when 
it is in capacity, and when in energy, is the same in essence ; 
but energy is not a change in quality, but at once applies 
itself to that to which it is essentially adajded, and }>or- 
ceives and knows without passivity. The reasoning power 
also thus subsists with reference to intellect, and thus sees. 
And the power of intellection is this, not becoming inter- 
nally, the impressions as it were of a seal, Init it possesses, 
and again does not possess that wliicli it secs. Jt possesses 
the spectacle indeed, ill consequence of knowing it; but 
docs not possess it, because nothing is im])rossed in it from 
the object of vision, like the figure in the wax. It is, how- 
ever, necessary to recollect, that memory is not a certain 
repository of irnpressionsf but a power of the soul exciting 
itself in such a way as to possess that which it had not* 

. What then, was it not one thing before it thus recollected, 
and another afterwards w'hen it now recollects ? [It was] if 
you are willing to call it another, and not to say that it is 
changed in quality ; unless some one should assert that a 
progression from power to energy is a mutation in quality. 
Nothing however is here added, but that is otTected wdiich 
there was a natural aptitude to effect. For in short, the 
energies of immaterial natures are not themselves in ener- 
gizing changed in quality, or they would perish, but they 
much rather energize by remaining permanent. But to 
energize with passivity is the province of things which are 
connected in their energies with matter. If however that 
which is immaterial is passively affected, it will not be 
able any where to abide, as in the sight, vision energizing. 
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it is the eye which suffers [and not the energy of seeing]. 
And opinions are as it were visions. But how is the 
irascible part timid ? And how also does it possess forti- 
tude ? Shall we say it is timid indeed, either because it 
does not look to reason, or Wcausc it looks to depraved 
reason ; or that it is so through a defect of instruments, 
such as the want or the weakness of corporeal arms, in 
consequence of which it is either prevented from energizing, 
or is not moved so as to be as it were incited ? But it pos- 
sesses fortitude, if the contrary takes place ; in neither of 
which cases, there is not any change of quality, or passion. 
Again, that part of the soul wliich desires, when it ener- 
gizes alone, produces what is called intemperance. For 
[sometimes] it performs all things alone, other things not 
being present, whose province it is in their turn to have 
dominion, and to i)oint out to this part [what it ought to 
doj. In the mean time the power wdiose province it is to 
see, performs something else, and not all things ; but is 
elsewhere at leisure, in consequence of seeing as much as 
possible other things. Perhaps, too, what is called the vice 
of this part, consists very miurh in a bad habit of the 
body ; but the virtue of it is a contrary habit ; so that no 
addition is in either case made to the soul. 

III. But how is it that familiarities and alienations, 
pains, anger, and pleasures, desires and fears, are not 
mutations and passions inherent and exciting ? It is neces- 
sary, therefore, thus to distinguish concerning these. For 
not to acknowledge that changes in quality are ingenerated 
in us, and also vehement sensations of these, is the province 
of one who denies things that are evident. It is requisite, 
therefore, admitting the subsistence of these, that we 
should investigate what that is wdiich is changed. For by 
asserting that these things take place about the soul, we 
are in danger of falling into the same absurdity as if we 
i^ould admit that the soul is rod, or becomes pale, not 



ON THE IMPASSIVITY OF INCORPOREAL NATURES. 85 

considering that these passions are produced indeed on 
account of the soul, but subsist about another composition 
[than that of the soul]. And shame, indeed, in the soub 
arises from an opinion of baseness ; the body (that we may 
not err in our conceptions) being as it were contained in 
the soul, and not being the same with that which is inani- 
mate. The animated body, therefore, when it is movc^d with 
facility, undergoes a change in the blood, from the shame 
which subsists in the soul. And with respect to what is 
called fear, the principle of it, indeed, is in the soul ; but 
the paleness produced by it, arises from tlie blood retreating 
inwardly. In pleasure, also, the sensible diffusion of it 
subsists about the body ; but that which tabes place about 
the soul is no longer passion. The like also must be 
asserted with respect to pain. For the principle of desire 
latently subsisting in the soul, that which proceeds from 
thence is recognized by sense. For wlien wo say that the 
soul is moved in desires, in reasonings, and in opinions, we 
do not say that it produces these in consequence of being 
agitated, but that motions are generated from it; since 
also, when we assert tliat life is motion, we do not conceive 
that it is a change of quality. But the natural energy of 
each part of the soul, is life not departing from itself. In 
short, it will be sufficient if we do not admit that energies,, 
lives, and appetites, are mutations in quality ; that recol- 
lections are not types impressed in the soul; and that 
imaginations are not configurations described as it were in 
wax. For every where, in all passions and motions, tlio 
soul must be acknowledged to subsist with invariable 
sameness in its subject and essence ; and that virtue and 
vice are not produced in it after the same manner as black 
and white, or heat and cold about the body. But it must 
be admitted that the soul subsists with reference to both 
these, and in short, about all contraries, according to the 
above mentioned mode. 
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IV. Let US, however, direct our attention to what is called 
the passive part of the soul ; though we have already after a 
manner spoken concerning this, when we discussed all the 
passions which are produced about the irascible and epithy- 
inetic part, and showed how each of them subsists. Never- 
theless, it is requisite to discuss it more amply ; in the first 
place assuming what that which is passive in the soul is 
said to be. It is said, therefore, to be that about which 
the passions appear to subsist. But these are things to 
which pleasure and pain are consequent. Of the passions, 
however, some originate from opinions, as when some one 
being of opinion that he shall die, is terrified, or fancying 
that he shall obtain some good is delighted ; the opinion 
indeed, being in one thing, but the exciting passion in 
another. But other passions are such as, existing involun- 
tarily, produce opinion in that which is naturally adapted 
to opine. And wo have already observed that oj^inion 
permits the nature which opines to remain immovable. 
Unexpecled fear, however, when it accedes, will be found 
to originate from opinion, affording as it were a certain 
perception to the part of the soul which is said to be afraid. 
For Avhat does this being afraid effect ? Perturbation it is 
said, and astonishment from the expectation of evil. It is 
evident, however, that the phantasy is in the soul, both 
the first * which we call oi^iuion, and the second which is 
derived from the first, and is no longer opinion [truly so 
called,] hut is conversant with that which is beneath, being 
as it were obscure opinion, and an unadvised and rash 

‘ The phantasy or inuigiiiatiou is the highest of the gnostic * 
irrational powers of the soul. But this in its suniniit is united to 
opinion^ or that gnostic rational power wliich knows Vtat a thing 
is, but does not know U’hy it is ; and in its other extremity it is 
conjoined with sense. So far, therefore, as it is united to opinion, 
it may he said to he the same with it. See my Introduction to, 
and translation of, Aristotle’s treatise “On the Soul.” 



ON THE IJtfPASSIVITY OF INCORPOREAL NATURES. B7 

imagination, such as the energy which is said to be inherent 
in nature, according to which it produces every thing 
without phantasy. But a sensible perturbation from these 
is produced about the body ; viz. a trembling and concus- 
sion, paleness, and an inability of speaking. For those 
effects are not in the psychical part ; since if they were, we 
should not say that they are corporeal. For if they per- 
tained to the soul, that power of it whose province it is to 
transmit these, would no longer perform its oflSce, in con- 
sequence of being detained by passions, and departing 
from itself. This passive part, therefore, of the soul, is 
not indeed body, but a certain form. Nevertheless, it is 
in matter, as are also the epithymetic, the nutritive, aug- 
mentative, and generative powers, the three latter of which 
are the root and principle of the epithymetic and passive 
form. It is requisite, however, that no perturbation, or in 
short passion should be present with any form ; but it is 
necessary that form should remain permanent, and that 
the matter of it should be conversant with passion, when 
passion is produced through the presence of the exciting 
power of form. For the vegetable power docs not itself 
vegetate when it causes other things to vegetate ; nor is 
increased when it increases other things ; nor in short 
when it moves, is moved according to the motion with 
which it moves, but is either not moved at all, or has 
another mode of motion or energy. Hence it is necessary 
that the nature itself of form should be energy ; and 
should produce by being present, just as if harmony 
should of itself move the chords [of a musical instrument]. 
The passive part of the soul, therefore, will be indeed the 
cause of passion, whether the motion is produced by it 
from the sensitive phantasy, or also without the phantasy. 
This, likewise, must be considered, whether opinion origi- 
nating supeimally, that which is passive in the soul subsists 
alone in the form of the harmony ; but the motive causes 
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are analogous to the musician ; and the things which are 
struck through passion have the relation of chords. For 
in a musical instrument also, harmony does not suffer, hut 
the chord. And the chord is not moved, though the 
musician wishes that it should be, unless harmony com- 
mands it to be moved. 

V. Why, then, is it requisite to endeavour to render the 
soul impassive by means of philosophy, if from the first it 
is without passivity ? Shall we say, it is because a phan- 
tasm as it were proceeding into it from what is called the 
passive part, the consequent passion produces a perturba- 
tion [in this part] and the image of expected evil is con- 
joined with tlie perturbation? Keason, therefore, thinks 
it fit that a passion of this kind should be extirpated, and 
that it should not be suffered to be ingenerated, because 
where it is, the soul is not yet in a good condition. But 
whore it is not ingenerated, there the soul is impassive, the 
vision which is the cause of the passion about the soul, 
having no longer an inherent subsistence. Just as if some 
one wishing to expel the visions of sleep, should recal the 
dreaming soul to wakefulness ; or as if he should say that 
external spectacles produce the imssions, and should assert 
that these passions belong to the soul. But what will the 
purification of the soul be, if it is in no respect defiled ? 
Or in what will the sepamtion of it from the body consist ? 
May we not say tliat the purification of it will be, to leave 
it by itself alone, and not suffer it to associate with other 
things [that are hostile to its nature], nor permit it to look 
to any thing external ; nor again, to have foreign opinions, 
whatever the mode is, as we have said, of oj)inions or 
passions ; nor to behold images, nor fabricate 2)assions 
from them? If, however, it is converted to supernal 
from inferior objects, is not this a purification and seimra- 
tion of the soul, which in this case is no longer in body, so 
as to be something belonging to it, but resembles a light 
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not merged in turbid mire, though at the same time that 
which is merged in it is impassive ? But the purification, 
indeed, of the passive part of the soul, is an excitation 
from the vision of absurd images. And the separation of 
it will consist in not verging downward, and in the imagi- 
nation not being conversant with inferior natures. It will 
also consist in taking away those things by the ablation of 
which this part likewise will be separated, when it is not 
permitted to lie in a spirit turbid from gluttony, lest it 
should be suffocated in flesh, but wlien that in which it 
dwells is attenuated, so that it may be quietly carried 
in it. 

VI. That the intelligible essence, indeed, the whole of 
which is aranged according to form, is necesarily impassive, 
has been already shown. Since, however, matter also is 
something incorporeal, though after another manner [than 
the intelligible,] concerning this likewise it must be con- 
sidered after what manner it subsists ; whether it is pas- 
sive, as it is said to be, and in all things mutable, or 
whether it is necessary to opine that this also is impassive, 
and if it is so, the mode of its impassivity must be un- 
folded. In the first place, therefore, this must be assumed 
by those who speak concerning the nature of it, and who 
endeavour to show what it is, that the nature, essence, and 
existence of being, is not such as the multitude conceive it 
to be. For being which may be so denominated in reality, 
is truly being ; but this is that which is entirely being ; 
and this again is that which in no respect is deficient in 
existence. But since it is perfectly being, it is not in want 
of any thing in order that it may be preserved and be, but 
to other things which appear to be, it is the cause of their 
apparent existence. If, therefore, these things are rightly* 
asserted, it is necessary that it should subsist in life, and 
ill a perfect life ; for if it were deficient in this, it would 
Hot be essence iu a more eminent degree. This, however^ 
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is intellect and perfect wisdom. Hence it is bounded and, 
definite, and nothing is there in capacity which does not 
also possess a mighty power ; since otherwise dt would be 
deficient. Hence, too, it is eternal, invariably the same, 
and unreceptive of any thing. For if it should receive any 
thing, it would receive something besides itself ; and this 
would be non-being. It is necessary, however, that it 
should be perfectly being. Hence it is requisite it should 
accede to existence, possessing all things in itself, and 
being at once all things, and one all, if by these peculiari- 
ties we define being. But it is necessary that we should 
thus define it, or intellect and life would not j^roceed from 
being, but these would be adventitious to it, though they 
will not emanate from non-being, and being will be de- 
prived of life and intellect. That which is truly non- 
being, therefore, will have these in such a way as it is 
requisite for them to subsist in less excellent natures, and 
in things posterior to being. For that which is prior to 
being, imparts those indeed to it, but is not itself indigent 
of these. Hcneo, if being is a thing of this kind, it is 
necessary that it should neither be a certain body, nor that 
which is the subject of bodies, but that oxistenee to these 
ijhould consist in non-being. 

It may, however, be said, how is it possible the nature 
of bodies and inatler should not have a [real] being, in 
which these inoim tains and rocks exist, the whole solid 
oarth, and all resisting substances? Indeed, things which 
.are struck, confess that their essence subsists by compul- 
sion. If, therefore, some one should say, how is it possible 
that things wliich neither press, nor are impelled, nor 
resist, and which in short are not visible, viz. soul and in- 
tellect should be beings, and truly beings, — we reply, that 
among bodies, earth is most stable, but that which is more 
movable,, is also less ponderous, and of this that which is 
.on high is most movable. And hence, fire flies [as it 
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w6re] from the nature of body. I am of opinion, ho\vevoi% 
that things which are more sufficient to themselves, dis- 
turb others in a less degree, and occasion them less pain. 
But things which are more ponderous and terrene, be- 
cause they are in a defective and falJen condition, and are 
unable to elevate themselves, strike against others, falling 
on them through imbecility, and oj^pn^ssing them bv their 
descending and sluggish weight. For dead bodies cause 
greater molestation ^ when they fall, and strike and injure 
more vehemently. But animated bodies, as they i>artici- 
pate of [real] being, arc the more innoxious the more they 
participate of it. Hence motion, whioh is a certain life as 
it were in bodies, and an imitalion of life, is in a greater 
degree present with those things that have less of body, as 
if a defect of being rendered that with whicli it is 
present, more corporeal. From what arc called passions, 
likewise, it may be seen, that what is in a greater body is 
more passive, earth than other things, and other things 
according to tho same ratio. Foi other things when 
divided, return again into one, when nothing prevents 
them. But when a terrene body is divided, tho parts 
always continue sej)arate from each other, as being natu- 
rally averse to reunion, and by a small impulse are dis- 
posed to remain as they are impelled, and be corrupted. 
Hence, that which becomes body in a most eminent degree, 
as having especially arrived at nonentity, is incapable of 
recalling itself into one. Ponderous, therefore, and vehe- 
ment concussions, by which some things act upon others, 
are attended with ruin. But one debile thing falling on 
another, possesses with respect to it the same efficacy and 
power, as ® nonentity falling on nonentity. And this we 
think a sufficient refutation of their opinion who place 
beings among bodies, and who are induced to do so by the 

* For aeiSicrripa it is necessary to read ariSt<rr(pa» 

* is omitted in the original. 
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testimony of impulsions and concussions; and from tlie 
phantasms produced through sense derive their belief of 
the truth. Such as these are affected in a manner similar 
to those who are dreaming, and who imagine that what 
they perceive is true, though it is nothing more than a 
dream. For sense is alone the employment of the dor- 
mant soul ; since as much of the soul as is merged in body, 
so much of it sleeps. But true vigilance is a true eleva- 
tion from, and not in conjunction with body. For indeed 
a resurrection with body, is a transmigration from sleep to 
sleep, [and from dream to dream] like a man passing [in 
the dark] from bed to bed. But that elevation is entirely 
true, which wholly rises [from the shadowy essence] of 
bodies. For these possessing a nature contrary to soul, 
have also that which is contrary to essence. And this also 
is testified by their generation, their flowing and cor- 
ruption ; all which arc foreign to the nature of real 
being. 

VII. Let us, however, again return in the first place, to 
the subject matter, and afterwards to the things which 
arc said to be in matter, from which it will be known 
that matter itself has no [real] existence, and that it is im- 
passive. It is therefore incorporeal, since body is })osterior 
to it, and is a composite, and matter in con junction with 
another thing [i,e, with form,] produces body. For thus 
it is allotted the same appellation according to the incorpo- 
real, because both being and matter are different from 
bodies. Since, however, matter is neither soul nor intellect, 
nor life, nor form, nor reason, nor bound; for it is in- 
finite ; nor power ; for what can it effect ; but falls off from 
all these, neither can it rightly receive the appellation of 
being. But it may deservedly be called non-being. Yet 
it is not non-being in the same manner as motion is, or 
permanency ; but it is truly non-being, the image and 
phantasm of bulk, and the desire of subsistence. And it 
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stauditf, indeed, but not in that which is permanent, is of 
itself invisible, and Hies from him who wishes to behold it. 
When, likewise, some one does not see it, then it is pre- 
sent ; but is not perceived by liim who strives intently to 
behold it. Add too, jthat contraries are always apparent 
in it ; the small and the great, the less and the more, the 
deficient and the exceeding, being an image neither able to 
remain, nor yet to fly away. For it has not even ptnver to 
effect this, as receiving no strength from intellect, but sub- 
sisting in the defect of all being. Hence it deceives us in 
whatever it announces of itself ; so that if it should a}>pcar 
to be great, it is small ; if more, it is less ; and the being 
which we meet wdth in the imagination of it, is non-being, 
and as it were a Hying mockery. Hence, also, the things 
which appear to be ingenerated in it, are mockeries, and 
images in an image, just as in a mirror, where a thing 
which is situated in one place appears to be in another. It 
likewise seems to be full and to be all things, and yet has 
nothing. But the things which enter into and depart from 
matter, are imitations and images of [real] beings, Howing 
about a formless resemblance ; and on account of its form- 
less nature are seen within it. They also appear, indited, 
to effect something in it, but effect nothing ; for they are 
vain and debile, and have no resisting power. And since 
matter, likewise, is void of resistance, they pervade without 
dividing it, like images in water, or as if some one should 
send as it were forms into what is called a vacuum. For 
again, if the things which are beheld in matter were such 
as those from which they proceeded into it, perhaps a 
certain power of these might be ascribed to material forms, 
and matter might be supposed to suffer by them. But 
now, since the things which are represented are of one 
kind, and those that are beheld in matter of another, from 
these also we may learn that the passion of matter is 
false; that which is seen in it being false, and in no 
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resj)oct possessing any similitude to its maker. Hence, 
being imbecile and false, and falling into a false receptacle, 
as in a dream, or in water, or a mirror, it necessarily per- 
mits matter to be impassive, though in the things which 
have been jtist mentioned,' there is* a similitude between 
the representations in them, and the originals of which 
they are the rcseniMaiices. 

VIII. In short, that which suffers ought to be a thing 
of this kind, so tliat it may be as it wore in the contrary 
powers and qualities of the tilings which accede and pro- 
duce passion. For to the inherent heat the change in 
quality is from that which refrigerates ; and to the in- 
herent humidity the change is from that which causes 
dryness. And wc say that the subject is changed in 
quality, when from being cold it becomes hot, or moist 
from being dry. But what is called the corruption of fire, 
testifies the truth of this, the mutation being made into 
another elenn'iit, For we say that the fire and not the 
matter is corrupted ; so that passions are about that, 
about which corruption also subsists. For the reception 
of passion is the path to corruption; and to be cor- 
rupted xi'ertains to that to which likewise it belongs to 
suffer. It is not however possible, that matter should 
be corrupted. For into what, and how can it be cor- 
rupted ? But is not matter [it may be said] co-passive, 
since qualities in their mixture with each other suffer, 
and matter receives in itself myriads of heats and colds, 
and in short infinite qualities, and is distinguished by 
these, and has them as it were connascent and mingled 
with each other ? For each of these is not separate from 
the rest, and matter is left in the middle of them. Unless 
perhaps some one should place it external to them. But 
everything which islu a subject, is in such a manner 


^ vix. In water, a mirror, and a dream. 
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prepent with the subject, as to impart something to it from 
itself. 

IX. It must therefore be assumed, that one thing is 
present with another, and that one thing is in another, not 
according to one mode only. But sometimes together with 
being present, it causes that with which it is present to be 
better or worse, accompanied with permutation ; as is seen 
to be the case in the bodies of animals ; and at another 
time, it makes it to be as it were better or worse, without 
that being passive with which it is present, as is said to be 
the case in the soul. Sometimes, also, this takes place in 
such a way as wdien a figure is imprinted in wax, where 
there is neither any passion, so as to cause the wax to bo 
something else when the figure is present with it, nor any 
defect in the wax, when the figure is destroyed. Light, 
also, does not produce a change in quality of the figure 
about that which is illuminated. Nor does a stone, when 
it becomes cold, possess any thing besides frigidity, from 
that through which it is cold, while it remains a stone. 
And what does a line [viz. the extension of length] suffer 
from colour ? Nor, in my opinion, does a superficies suffer 
any thing from it, but perhaps the subject body. Though 
what can this suffer from colour ? For it is not proper to 
say that a thing suffers when something is [merely] present 
with it ; nor when it is invested with form. If, however, 
some one should say that mirrors, and in short diaphanous 
substances, suffer nothing from the images that are seen 
within them, he will not adduce an unappropriate para- 
digm. For the fonns which are in matter are images, 
and matter is still more impassive than mirrors. Hence 
heat and cold are ingenerated in it, but do not heat 
[or refrigerate] it. For to be heated and refrigerated, 
pertains to quality leading the subject from one quality to 
another. 

It is requisite, however, to consider, whether frigidity is 
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not the absence and privation [of heat] ; but qualities 
entering together into matter, many of them act on each 
other, or rather are contrarily affected. For what can 
fragrance effect in sweetness ; or colour in figure ? Or 
what can that which belongs to one genus effect in another ? 
Whence especially credibility may be obtained, that a thing 
may be in that which is different from it, without injuring 
by its presence that with which it is present. As, there* 
fore, that which is injured is not injured by any thing of a 
casual nature, so neither does that which is changed and 
which suffers, suffer by any thing indiscriminately. But 
contraries only suffer from contraries, other things being 
unchanged by others ; so that those things in which there 
is no contrariety, do not suffer by any thing of a contrary 
nature. Hence, it is necessary if any thing suffers, that it 
should not be matter, but something which is a composite 
of matter and form, or in short, that it should be at one 
and the same time many things. But that which is alone, 
and separate from other things, and which is entirely 
simple, will be impassive to all things, and will be inclosed 
in the middle of all things, acting on each other; just as 
when in the same house certain persons strike each other, 
neither does the house suffer any thing from the blows, 
nor the air which is in it. But the forms which are in 
matter, perform such things as they ar6 naturally adapted 
to perform. Matter itself, however, is much more im- 
passive than such qualities in it, which by not being con- 
traries are impassive with reference to each other. 

X. In the next place, if matter suffers, it is necessary 
that it should possess something from the passion, and 
that this should either be the passion itself, or that it 
should be disposed differently from what it was before the 
passion was produced in it. Hence, another quality 
acceding after the fonner, the recipient will no longer be 
matter, but matter with a certain quality. If, however. 
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quality ^ itself should fail, leaving something of itself of an 
effective nature, the subject will in a still greater degree 
become something else ; and proceeding after this manner, 
the subject will be something besides [mere] matter, and 
will be manifold and multiform. Hence, it will no longer 
be the universal recipient, since it will be an impediment 
to the multitude of things which accede to it, and matter 
will no longer remain, and therefore will not be incor- 
ruptible. So that if it is necessary that matter should Ixi 
as it was from the first, it ought thus to be always the 
same, since to assert that it has been changed is not to 
preserve it the same. Farther still, if in short every thing 
which is changed in quality ought, remaining in the same 
form, to be changed according to accidents, and not essen- 
tially ; — if, therefore, it is requisite that what is changed 
in quality should remain, and that part of it which suffers 
is not that which remains, one of two things is necessary, 
either that matter when changed in quality should depaiii 
from itself, or that not departing from itself it should not 
be changed in quality. If, however, some one should say, 
that it is changed in quality, yet not so far as it is 
matter ; in the first place, indeed, he cannot assign what 
that is according to which it is so changed; and in the 
next place, he must confess that thus also matter itself is 
not changed in quality. For as in other things which are 
forms, it is not possible that they can be essentially 
changed in quality, since their essence consists in this [i.e. 
in being forms], thus also, since the being of matter is to 
exist as matter, it cannot be changed in quality so far as it 
is matter, but it must necessarily remain what it is. And 
as there form itself is unchanged in quality, so likewise 
here it is necessary that matter itself should be 
immutable* 

^ Quality is that which imparts what is apparent in matter, and 
which is the object of sense. 


4 
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XI. Whence, also, I think that the divine Plato [in 
the Timseus], having formed the same conception rightly 
says, that the things which enter into and depart from 
matter, are imitations of beings ; the words entering into 
and departing, not being used by him in vain. For he 
wished to direct our attention to the mode in which 
matter participates of forms. It also appears that the 
doubt how this participation is effected, is not what many 
prior to us conceived it to be, viz. how forms proceed into 
matter, but rather how they subsist in it. For it seems 
to be truly wonderful, how these forms being present with 
matter, it nevertheless remains impassive ; especially since 
the forms which enter it suffer from each other. Accord- 
ing to Plato, however, the entering forms expel those 
which entered prior to them, and passion is in the com- 
posite from matter and form ; yet not in every composite, 
but in that which is in want of the acceding or departing 
form ; and which indeed in its composition is defective by 
the absence of a certain form, but is perfect by the pre- 
sence of it. But matter does not possess any thing more 
whatever as an accession to its composition, by the 
entrance of any thing into it. For it does not then become 
that which it is through the form that enters, nor is it less 
by the departure of this form. For it remains that which 
it was at first. To the natures, indeed, which require 
ornament and order, it is useful to be adorned ; and to 
these ornament may accede without transmutation, as is 
the case with things which we surround with decoration. 
If, however, any thing is so adorned as to have the orna- 
ment connascent, it will be requisite that what was before 
void of beauty, should be changed in quality, become dif- 
ferent from what it was, and from being deformed be 
beautiful. If, therefore, matter being deformed is ren- 
dered beautiful, it is no longer that base thing which it 
was before ; so that in being thus adorned, it loses its 
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subsistence as matter, and esi^ecially if its deformity is not 
accidental. But if it is so deformed as to be deformity 
itself, it will not participate of ornament. And if it is so 
evil, as to be evil itself, it will not participate of good. 
Hence it does not particij>ate in such a Avay as some fancy 
it does, viz. by being passive, but after another manner, 
which is that of appearing to participate. Pi*rhaps, too, 
according to this mode the doubt may be sieved, how, 
since matter is evil, it can aspire after good, because it 
does not through the participation cease to be wliat it was. 
For if what is called the participation of matter subsists 
after this manner so that it remains as we say the same, 
unchanged in quality, and is always tJiat which it is, it will 
no longer be wonderful, how being evil it }»articipatos of 
good. For it does not depart from itself. But because it 
is indeed necessary it should participate, it participants 
after a certain manner as long as it exists. In conse- 
quence, however, of remaining that which it is, and the 
mode of participation ])reserviug it [in its own proper 
nature] it is not injured in its essence by that which thus 
imparts sornetliiug to it. And it appears not to be loss 
evil on this account, viz. becuuse it always remains that 
which it is. For if it truly participated of, and was truly 
changed in quality by the (jood, it would not be naturally 
evil. So that if some one should say that matter is evil, 
he will assert what is true, if he says it is impassive to the 
good, which is the same thing as to say, that it is entirely 
impassive. 

XII. But Plato having formed this conception of matter, 
and not admitting that 2>articipation in it, is as if form 
was genei-ated in a subject, and imparted to it morphe, so 
as to become one composite, the things which it partici- 
pates being co-transmuted, and as it were co-niiiigled, and 
co-passive, — ^Plato, therefore, not being willing to adopt 
such a mode of participation as this, but desiring to show 
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how matter remaining impassive possesses forms, investi- 
gated a paradigm of impassive participation, without which 
it is not easy to show what those things especially are, 
which when present preserve the subject one and the 
same. He likewise excites many doubts, while hastening 
to obtain the object of his enquiry, and besides this, 
wishing to represent to us the vacuity of subsistence in 
sensibles, and that the region of the resemblance of reality 
is very ample. Supposing, therefore, that matter by 
figures produces passions in animated bodies, while at the 
same timt‘ it has itself none of these passions, he indicates 
by this the stabiliiy of matter; enabling us to collect by a 
syllogistic process that matter neither suffers, nor is 
changed in quality by those figures. For in these bodies 
indeed [which are the objects of sense], and which receive 
one figure after another, perhaps some one may say a 
change in quality is effected, asserting that the mutation 
of figure is an homonymous alliation.* Since matter, 
however, has neither any figure, nor any magnitude, how 
can it be said that the presence of figure, in whatever way 
tliis may take place, is alliation, though it should homo- 
nymously be said to be so? If, therefore, some one 
adopting this couceptiou of Plato as legitimate, should 
assert that the subject nature [i.e, matter] does not possess 
any thing in such a way as it is thought to possess it, he 
will not speak absurdly. In what maimer, however, does 
matter possess forms, if you are not willing to admit that 
it possesses them as figures ? But the hypothesis of Plato 
indicates as much as possible the impassivity of matter, 
and the aj^parent presence of images in ft, which are not 
[in reality] present. 

Perhaps, however, we ought first to speak further about 
the impassivity of matter. Plato, therefore, teaches us 
that we ought to be led by usual appellations to the con- 
' tie. A change in quality. 
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sideration of its passivity, as when he says it becomes dry, 
or ignited, or moist, <fec. and receives the forms of air and 
water. For the assertion that it receives these forms, 
mitigates the force of the other assertion, that matter is 
ignited and becomes moist. He likewise manifests when 
he says that matter receives forms, that it is not itself 
invested with morphe, but that the morphae are in the 
same state as when they entered into matter ; and that 
the term ignited is not properly applied to matter, but 
rather fire in generation, or becoming to be. For it is not 
the same thing for fire to bo in generation, and for a thing 
to be ignited. For to be igniled is indeed effected in 
another thing, in which there is also passivity. But how 
can that which is a part of fire, be itself ignited? For 
this would be just the same as if some one should say, 
that the statue proceeded through the brass, or fire 
through matter, and besides this ignited it. Farther still, 
if that which accedes is reason or a productive principle, 
how will it ignite ? Shall we say on account of figure ? 
But that which ignited already consists both of matter 
and figure. How, therefore, can it consist of both, unless 
it becomes one from both ? Or shall wo say that though 
it becomes one, yet not from two things having passions 
in each other, hut acting upon other things ? Does this, 
therefore, arise from the agency of both, or from one of 
them causing the other not to fly away ? When, however, 
a certain body is divided, how is it possible that matter 
also should not be divided ? And matter when it is 
divided being pajjsive, how is it possible it should not 
suffer by this very passion ? Or what hinders us from 
asserting for the same reason that matter is corrupted ? 
Since when body is corrupted, it must be shown why 
matter likewise is not corrupted. In answer to this, how- 
ever, it may be said, that what suffers and is divided is a 
magnitude of a definite quantitv, but in that which is not 
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magnitude, the passions of magnitude are not ingenerated. 
And, in short, the passions of body are not inherent in 
that which is not body ; so that those who make matter to 
be passive, must also admit it to be bod}". 

XIII. It is likewise requisite that they should attend 
to the manner in which they say matter flies from form. 
For how can it fly from stones and rocks by which it is 
comj)reliended ? For they will not say that it sometimes 
flies from form, and sometimes does not. For if it flies 
by its own will, why does it not always fly from it? But 
if it abides from necessity, there is not any time in which 
it is not invested with a certain form. The cause, how- 
ever, must be investigated w"hy each matter has not always 
the same form, and this must be in a still greater degree 
investigated in the forms which enter into matter. How, 
therefore, is matter said to fly from form ? Is it by its 
own nature, and always ? But what else will this be, than 
that never departing from itself, it so possesses form as if 
it never possessed it, or if this is not admitted, they will 
not be able to assign any i^robable reason in defence of 
what they assert. Plato also calls matter the receptacle 
and nurse of all generation. And the receptacle and nurse 
indeed, are different from generation ; but that which is 
changed in quality is in generation. Since, likewise, the 
receptacle and nurse are prior to generation, they will also 
be prior to alliation. Add too, that they will preserve 
matter in an impassive state; as also will the assertion 
that each thing has an apparent subsistence in that in 
which it is ingenerated, and that it departs from thence 
as from a receptacle and seat. The impassivity of matter, 
likewise, is preserved by the assertion that it is the place 
of forms ; for this does not ascribe any passion to it, but 
investigates another mode of subsistence. What, there- 
fore, is this mode? Since, indeed, a nature of this kind 
ought not to be any one of, but to fly from every essence 
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of beings, and to be entirely different from them ; for they 
are reasons or productive principles, and have a real 
existence ; — this being the case, it is necessary that matter 
in consequence of this difference should preserve the safety 
which it is allotted, and should not only be unreceptive of 
beings, but also if there is a certain imitation of them, 
that it should even be destitute of familiarity with this 
resemblance. For thus it will be entirely different from 
beings, since otherwise, being conversant with a certain 
form, and becoming something else in conjunction with 
it, it would cease to be different from beings, and to bo 
the receptacle of all things; for it would not be the 
recipient of any thing. It is necessary, however, that 
matter should remain the same, while forms enter into 
it, and that it should be impassive during their egress 
from it, in order that they may always enter into and 
depart from it. But that which enters, enters as an 
image, and not being itself real, enters into that which 
is void of truth and reality. Does it, therefore, truly 
enter ? But how is it possible it should be truly received 
by that to w'hich it is not in any respect lawful to par- 
ticipate of truth, in consequence of its being false ? Hence, 
it falsely proceeds into that which is false, and becomes 
similar to an object in a mirror, as long as the object is 
beheld within it. For with respect to matter, if you take 
away [real] beings, none of those things which are now 
seen in the sensible region, would for the smallest space 
of time bo apparent. The mirror, therefore, of which we 
have just spoken, is perceived by us ; for it is itself a 
certain form. Matter, how^ever, not being itself any form,, 
is not itself seen ; for otherwise, it would be requisite that 
it should be seeu by itself prior to the forms that it appa- 
rently contains. But it suffers something of the same 
kind as the air when illuminated, which is then also in- 
visible, because it could not be seen without being illumU 
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natcd. Hence the objects which are seen in mirrors, are 
believed not to have an existence, or to have it in a less 
degree, because that which contains them is visible, and 
itself remains while the objects depart. But matter is not 
itself perceived, neither when it has, nor when it is without 
forms. If, however, it was possible for the objects from 
which mirrors are filled to remain without being seen, yet 
no one would doubt the reality of the objects which are 
seen in them. Hence, if there is something in mirrors, 
sensibles also will be in matter. But if there is nothing 
[in reality] in mirrors, but objects have only an apparent 
subsistence in them, in matter also it must be said, forms 
have a resemblance of subsistence. The cause of this 
appearance, likewise, must be ascribed to the hypostasis 
of beings, of which beings themselves always truly par- 
ticipate, but non-beings not truly ; since it is not proper 
that they should subsist in such a manner as they would, 
if they had an existence, and being had not. 

XIY. What then, matter not existing, would nothing 
have a subsistence? Nothing except beings;^ just as 
neither would an image have any existence, unless there 
was a mirror, or something of this kind. For that which 
is naturally adapted to subsist in another thing, cannot 
exist when that thing is not. For this is the nature of an 
image to be in something different from itself. For if any 
thing departs from the producing causes of its existence, it 
may indeed subsist without being in another thing. But 
since [true] beings remain, if there is a representation 
of them in something else, it is necessary there shoidd be 
another thing imparting a seat to that which does not 
truly accede.* And this by its presence and audacity, and 

* The words oifSkv frapH rd hvra are omitted in the original ; but 
from the version of Ficinus evidently ought to he inserted. 

^ Instead of irapixci ovk \X96vti in this place, it is necessary 
to read rtf o>tu;c o^ic 
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as it may be said, mendicity and poverty, is as it were 
compelled to receive. It is however deceived, by not re- 
ceiving [truly], in order that its poverty may also remain* 
and that it may always be a mendicant. For according to 
the fable, after it once had a subsistence, it began to beg ; 
the fable indicating by this the nature of it, which consists 
in being destitute of good. It does not, however, beg to 
receive those things which the giver has to bestow, but is 
satisfied with whatever it may receive ; so that this also 
indicates that what is apparent in it is different [from 
reality]. Its name, likewise, [which is Penia or Poverty] 
signifies that it is not filled. And the assertion that it 
was connected with Plenty,' does not signify that this 
connection was with [real] being, nor with satiety, but 
with a certain artificial thing, i.e. with the wisdom of a 
phantasm. For since it was not possible for that to be 
entirely witliout the participation of being, which is in 
any respect external to it; for it is the nature of being 
to produce beings ; but that which is entirely non-being 
is unmingled with being; — this being the case, an ad- 
mirable thing is effected, which participates, and yet in a 
certain respect does not participate of being, and which 
also in a certain respect possesses something from i>roximity 
to being ; though by its own nature it is incapable of being 
as it were conglutinated with it. Hence it becomes 
defiuous, as gliding away from a foreign nature which it 
has received, like echo from smooth and equable places, 
because it does not abide there, though it appears to be 
there, and to proceed from thence. If, however, matter 
so participated and received, as some one may think it 
does* that which proceeds into would be absorbed by it. 
But now it appears, that it is not absorbed, since matter 

’ For here, it is necessary to read iropy. See the speech 

of Diotima in the ** Banquet of Plato.” 
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remains the same, having received nothing, but impeding 
progression like some repcrcussive seat. It is also the 
receptacle of forms acceding to, and mingled in it; just 
as those who are desirous of enkindling a light from the 
sun, i)lace some smooth substance opposite to it, which 
they also fill with water, in order that the flame being 
im])edcd by that which is inward, and of a contrary 
nature, may not pass through, but may stop externally. 
Matter, therefore, thus becomes the cause of generation, 
and the forms which consist in it, are constituted after 
this manner. 

XV. In things, therefore, which collect fire from the 
sun iibout themselves, as they receive flame from a sensible 
fire, they become themselves objects of sense. Hence also 
they are apparent, because the objects are external, suc- 
cessive and proximate, touch each other, and have two 
extremilios. Hut the productive principle in matter, has 
tlic external after a different manner. For dilference of 
nature is suflicicut, not being indigent of a twofold boun- 
* dary ; but being much more alienated than every boundary 
by a diversity ‘ of essence which is destitute of all alliance, 
it possesses a power repugnant to mixture. And this is 
the cause of its remaining in itself, because neither that 
which enters into it enjoys it, nor docs it enjoy that which 
enters ; just as opinions and imaginations in the soul are 
not mingled with each other, but each again departs, as 
being alone that which it is, neither attracting, nor leaving 
any thing, because it was not mingled, and having the 
external, not because it is suj^erjacent, and is visibly 
different from that in which it is, but because reason 
distinguishes the one from the other. Here, therefore, 
imagination is as it were an image, (the soul not being 
an image natumlly,) though it appears to be the leader 


* For ipiitTtjTi here, it is necessary to read iriportiru 
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of many things, and to lead them where it pleases. The 
soul, nevertheless, uses the imagination as matter, or as 
that which is analogous to matter. The imagination, how- 
ever, does not conceal the soul, since the soul by its 
energies frequently expels the phantasy; nor would it 
ever be able to conceal it, though it should be wholly 
difEused through it, though this by the imagination appears 
to be sometimes effected. For the soul contains in herself 
energies and reasons co.ntrary to those of the phantasy by 
which the acceding [phantasms] are repelled. Matter, 
however, is much nibre imbecile than the soul, and con- 
tains nothing of beings whether true or false, which is 
properly its own. Neither has it any thing through which 
it may become apparent, being a solitude of all tilings. It 
is, however, the cause to other things of their apparent 
subsistence ; but is not able to say even this of itself, I 
am here [though I am by no means visible]. And if at 
any time a certain profound reason discovers where it is 
concealed among beings, it exclaims that it is something 
deserted by all beings, and by things which appear to be 
posterior to beings, that it is likewise attracted to all 
things, and as it seems follows, and again does not follow 
them. 

XVI. Moreover, a certain reason acceding and extending 
matter as far as it proceeds into it, causes it to be great, 
investing it from itself with greatness, wliich is not in 
matter. But matter does not through this become quan- 
tity ; for if it did, that wliich is great in it would be magni- 
tude. If, therefore, some one takes away this form, the 
subject no longer is, nor will appear to be great. But if 
that which is generated was great, man and horse, and 
together with horse the magnitude of horse which accedes, 
would depart on the departure of horse. If, however, 
it should be said, that horse is generated in a certain great 
bulk and of a certain extent, and that the magnitude 
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remains, we reply that it is not the magnitude of the 
horse, but the magnitude of the bulk which there remains. 
Nevertheless, if this bulk is fire or earth, on the departure 
of fire or earth, the magnitude of fire or of earth will also 
depart. Matter, therefore, will neither enjoy figure, nor 
magnitude ; for otherwise it would not be something else 
from fire, but remaining fire, it would not become fire. 
Hence, matter having now become as we see, as great in 
extent as the univ^Tse, if the heavens should cease to exist 
and all tlujy contain, together with these, all magnitude 
would likewise depart from matter, and at the same time 
all other qualities, and matter would be left that which it 
was b()fore, preserving no one of the things which had 
a prior subsistence about it. In the natures, however, 
which suffer by the presence of certain things, something is 
still left in the recipients, when those things depart; but 
this is no longer the case with natures that do not 
suffer. Thus the air which is surrounded with light, 
retains nothing of the light when it departs. But if some 
one should won(h‘r how it is possible, that a thing should 
become great which does not possess magnitude ; it may 
also be doubted how that can become hot which has not 
heat. For it is not the same thing in matter, to be matter 
and to be magnitude ; since magnitude is immaterial, in 
the same manner as figure is immaterial. And if we pre- 
serve matter, we must assert that it is all things by parti- 
cipation. But magnitude is one of all things. In bodies, 
therefore, which are composites, there is magnitude to- 
gether with other things, yet it is not indefinite ; since in 
the definition of body magnitude also is included. But in 
matter, even indefinite magnitude is not included ; for it is 
not body. 

XVII. Neither, again, will matter be magnitude itself. 
For magnitude is form, but not the recipient of form ; and 
magnitude subsists by itself. If matter, likewise, cannot 
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adapt to itself the imitiitioiis of beings/ on this account 
also it is not magnitude. Since, however, that which is 
placed in intellect or in soul, wishes to be great, it imparts 
to those things which by proceeding as it were, endeavour 
to imitate it, by the desire of, or motion towards it, the 
ability of impressing the same passion in another thing. 
That which is great, therefore, running in the progression 
of the phantasy so as to cause the smallness of matter 
to run in conjunction witli it, occasions matter also to 
appear great, though it is not filled by the co-oxteiisioa 
For this greatness of matter is falsely great, since by not 
having the power to be great, and being extended towards 
magnitude, it becomes amplified by the extension. For 
since all beings produce in other things, or in another 
thing the representation of themselves as in mirrors, each 
of the agents is in a similar manner “ great,; and the 
universe also is great in this way. The magnitude, there- 
fore, of each productive principle, as of that of a horse or 
any thing else concurs with the particular thing to which 
the productive principle }>ei’tains. And every ax>pearance, 
indeed, of things as in a mirror is great in consequence of 
being illuminated by greatness itself. Each portion of 
them, likewise, becomes something great, and all things at 
once present themselves to the vieW from every form of 
which magnitude is one. From each form, also, th<n*e is, 
as it were, an extension to every thing and to all things, 
and this is to be compelled in form. Power, too, produces 
as much in bulk as bulk is capable of receiving ; so that 
what is [in reality] nothing, appears to be all things. 
Hence colour which proceeds from what is not colour, and 
the quality in sensibles which is derived from what is not 
quality, have an equivocal appellation from their producing 

' For aitrCiv here, it is necessary to read ovrwv. 

* Instead of iic abrh here, it is necessary to read uKravrmQ, 
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causes. Magnitude, also, proceeds from that which is 
not magnitude, or from that which is homonymously 
magnitude ; these ^ being surveyed as having a subsistence 
between matter itself, and form itself. And they become 
apparent, indeed, because they are derived from form 
themselves. They have, however, a false subsistence, be- 
cause that, in which they are apparent is not [truly]. But 
each of them becomes extended into magnitude, being 
attracted by the power of the things which are seen in 
matter, and which make for themselves a place. There is, 
however, an attraction to all things, yet not by violence, 
because the universe is matter. But each thing attracts 
according to the power which it possesses; and derives 
from the representation of magnitude itself, the ability of 
making matter so great as it appears to be. Hence the 
magnitude which is here is tlie phantasm of it which 
is apparent. Matter, however, being compelled to concur 
with this attraction, at once imparts itself wholly and 
every where ; for it is the matter of the universe, and not 
some particular matter. But tliat wdiich is not of itself 
some particular thing, may on account of something else 
become contrary to what it was, and having become con- 
trary, no longer is [what is was] ; since if it were, it would 
cease to bo changed. * 

XVIII. If some one, therefore, possessing an intellectual 
conception of magnitude, should have this conception 
attended with a power not only of subsisting in itself, but 
also of proceeding as it wore externally, and the power 
should receive a nature not existing in the intellectual per- 
ceiver, nor having a certain form, nor a certain vestige of 
magnitude or of any other form, what would he produce 
through this power ? Not a horse, or an ox. For other 
powers would produce these. Or shall we say, that since 


' viz. Colour, quality, and magnitude. 
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this power proceeds from a great father, nothing else [be- 
sides matter] is able to receive this magnitude, and that its 
possession of it will only be imaginary, and not real. 
Hence, to that which does not so obtain magnitude, as to 
be in its own nature the great itself, it remains for it to be 
apparently only as much as possible gi*eat. But this is not 
to be deficient, and not to proceed to many things in many 
places ; but to possess in itself kindred parts, and not to 
leave any thing destitute of itself. For it is not possible 
that in a small bulk, there should still be an equal image 
of magnitude, since it is an image of greatness ; but so far 
as it aspires through its hope, it accedes as far as it is pos- 
sible for it to accede, and running in conjunction with that 
which is not able to leave it, it ca,uses tliat to be great 
which is not great, yet not so as to ai)pear to be the 
magnitude which is seen in bulk. At the same time, 
however, matter preserves its own nature, using this 
magnitude as a vestment, through which it ran together 
with it, when magnitude running became its loader. But 
if at any time it should divest itself of magnitude, it 
would again remain the same as it was before iu itself ; 
or would be as great as fonn when present caused it 
to be. And soul, indeed, possessing the forms of beings, 
since she is also herself a form, contains all things at 
once. Since, likewise, each form is at once wholly con- 
tained in her, hence perceiving the forms of seusibles as 
it were converted and acceding to her, she caiuiot endure 
to receive them with multitude, but sees them divested 
of bulk. For she cannot become any thing cdse than what 
she is. 

Matter, however, having nothing repercussive ; for it 
has no energy ; but being a shadow, stays to suffer what- 
ever the producing cause may effect in it. That also 
which proceeds from the reason that is in soul, has now a 
vestige of the thing which is about to be effected ; just as 
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in the iconic nature of the phantasy, reason which is 
moved, or the motion from reason, is a division into parts , 
since if it was one and the same, it would not be moved, 
but be permanent. Matter, however, is not able to intro- 
duce at once all things into itself, for if it were able, it 
would be some one of all things. But since it is necessary 
that it should receive all things, yet not impartibly, it is 
requisite that existing as the place of all things, it should 
proceed to all things, meet with them, and be sufficient for 
every interval, because it is not itself comprehended by 
interval, but is exposed to the reception of it. How does 
it happen, therefore, that one thing entering into matter, 
does not impede other things ? It is because all things 
cannot enter together at the same time ; for if they could, 
there would not be anything which is first. But if there 
is, it is the form of the universe ; so that all things are 
indeed simultaneous, but each has a partial existence. For 
the matter of the animal nature is distributed in conjunc- 
tion with the division of the animal into parts. For if this 
were not the case, nothing would have been produced 
besides reason. 

XIX. The things, therefore, which enter into matter as 
a mother, neither injure it, nor benefit it. For the im- 
pulses of these do not pertain to matter, but to each other, 
because the powers of these also pertain to contraries, but 
not to subjects, unless the subjects are considered in con- 
juni’tion with the impulses. For heat destroys cold, and 
the black the white; or if they are mingled together, 
another quality is produced from the mixture. Hence, 
things which are mingled suffer ; but with them, to suffer, 
is not to be that which they were before. In animated 
natui'cs, also, the passions indeed, are about the bodies, the 
change in quality taking place according to the inherent 
qualities and powers. But when their state of existence is 
dissolved, or congregated, or transposed pretematurally. 
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then, the passions indeed are in the bodies, but knowledge 
is in the souls that perceive the more vehement passions. 
If, however, they do not perceive them, they have no 
knowledge of them, but matter still remains. For matter 
suffers nothing, when cold departs, and heat accedes ; 
since neither of these is either friendly or foreign to it. 
Hence, the appellations of a receptacle and nurse arc more 
appropriate to it [than any other names]. But why is it 
called a mother ? For it does not generate. Those, how- 
ever, appear to have denominated it a mother, who think 
that a mother has the relation of matter towards her off- 
spring, as alone receiving, but imparting nothing to the 
things begotten ; since whatever of body there is in the 
offspring, is derived from the nutriment. But if the 
mother imparts any thing to her progeny, it is not so far 
as she has the relation of matter, but because she is also 
form. For form alone is prolific, but the other nature 
is barren. Whence^ also, I think the ancient wise men 
obscurely signifying this in their mysteries, represent the 
ancient Hermes always possessing the organ of genera^ 
tion erect, thus manifesting that it is intelligible reason 
which generates in the sensible universe. But they indu 
caied the unprolific nature of matter ivhich always remains 
the same, by the barren substances ivhich were placed about 
it. For they introduce the mother of all things, which 
they thus proclaim, receiving the principle according to 
the subject, and they give her this appellation in order 
to render their meaning manifest, wishing to indicate to 
those who are desirous of more accurately comprehend- 
ing the nature of matter, and who do nob investigate 
it superficially, that it is not entirely similar to a mother. 
By this, indeed, they demonstrate remotely, but at the 
same time as much as they are able, that matter is un- 
prolific, and not perfectly feminine ; but that it is of a 
female nature so far as it receives, but not so far as pertains 
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to a generative power. For that which has proceeded 
into matter, is neither feminine, nor able to generate, 
but is separated from all generative power, which is alone 
iiiherejit in that which continues to be of a masculine 
nature. 



VI. 


ON ETERNITY AND TIME. 

III. vii. 

1. With respect to eternity and time, wo say that each of 
these is different from the other, and that one of them 
indeed is conversant with a perpetual nature, but the other 
about that which is generated. We also think that we 
have a certain clear perception of these in our souls spon- 
taneously, and, as it were, from the more collected pro- 
jections of intellectual conception ; always and every where 
calling these by the same appellations. When, however, 
we endeavour to accede to the inspection of these, and to 
approach as it were nearer to them, again we are involved in 
doubt, admitting some of the decisions of the ancients 
about these, and rejecting others, and perhaps receiving 
differently the same decisions. Resting also in th(?se, and 
thinking it sufficient if when interrogated we are able to 
relate the opinion of the ancients concerning time and 
eternity, we are liberated from any farther investigation 
about them. It is necessary, therefore, to think that some 
of the ancient and blessed philosophers have discovered 
the truth ; but it is fit to consider who those are that have 
obtained it, and after what manner we also may acquire 
the same knowledge on these subjects. In the first place, 
however, it is requisite to investigate what those conceive 
eternitv to be, who admit that it is different from time. 
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For that which is established as the panidigiu being known, 
that also which is the image of it, and which they say is 
time, will perhaps become manifest. But if some one, 
prior to the survey of eternit}^ should imagine what time 
is, it will happen to him, proceeding from hence thither by 
reminiscence, that he will behold the nature to which 
time is assimilated, if the latter has a similitude to the 
former. 

What, therefore, is it requisite we should assert eternity 
to be ? Shall we say it is the intelligible essence itself 
just as if some one should say. that time is the whole 
heaven and the world ? For some are said to have had this 
opinion concerning time. For since we imagine and con- 
ceive eternity to be something more venerable, and an 
intelligible nature is also most venerable, we are unable to 
say wdiicli is the most venerable of the two; and since 
also, that wliich is beyond these is not to bo predicated in 
the same way, some one may be induced to consider 
eternity and an intelligible essence as tlie same. For 
again, both tlie intelligible wmrld and eternity com2)rehend 
in themselves the same things. When, however, we say 
that the one is in the other, we place intelligibles in 
eternity ; and when we predicate the eternal of intelligibles^ 
as when Plato in the Timmus ” says. “ if the nature of the 
paradigm is eternal,*’ we then assert that the eternal is 
different from the intelligible. Nevertheless, we say that 
it either exists about, or in, or is present with an iiitel- 
ligible essence. That each of them, however, is venerable, 
does not manifest a sameness of nature ; for perhaj)s the 
renerableuess of the one is derived from the other. With 
respect to comprehension also, that of the intelligible is as 
of parts, but eternity comi)rchends the whole at once not 
as a part, but because all such things as are eternal subsist 
according to it. Shall we, therefore, say that eternity 
exists according to the permanency which is in intelligibles ; 
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just as here, time is said to exist according to motion ? It 
may, however, be very properly investigated, whether 
eternity is the same with permanency, or whether it is not 
simply the same, but is the same with the permanency 
which is about essence. For if it is the same with per- 
manency [simply considered] in the first place, we cannot 
say that permanency is eternal, as neither do we say tliat 
eternity is eternal. For the eternal is that which partici- 
pates of eternity. And in the next place, how is motion 
eternal? For thus it will be stable. Farther still, how 
does the conception of permanency contain in itself ihe 
ever ? I do not mean the ever which is in time, but such 
as we intellectually perceive when we speak of the eternal 
But if it contains the ever in the stability of essence, again, 
we shall separate the other genera of being from eternity. 
Besides, it is not only necessary to conceive eternity as 
subsisting in permanency, but also as subsisting in one. 
And in the next place, we must admit that eternity is 
without interval, in order that it may not be the same with 
time. Permanency, however, so far as it is ])(‘rmanency, 
neither contains in itself the conce})tion of unity, nor of 
that which is without interval. But we j^rodicate of 
eternity that it abides in one. Hence, it will juirticipato of 
permanency, but will not be permanency itself. 

11. What, therefore, will that be according to which we 
say, the whole world which is there is eternal and perpetual? 
And what is perpetuity ? Whether it is the srime with 
eternity, or eternity subsists according to perpetuity. 
Shall we say, therefore, that it is necessary to conceive of 
eternity as one certain thing, but a certain intelligence or 
nature collected together from many things, whether it be 
something consequent to the natures in the intelligible 
world, or existing together with, or perceived in them, but 
which is able to effect and is many things. Indeed, he 
who surveys an abundant power collected into one, accord* 
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ing to this particular thing which is as it were a subject, 
he denominates it essence ; afterwards, so far he beholds 
life in it, he denominates it motion ; and in the next place, 
he calls it permanency, so far as it entirely possesses an in- 
variable sameness of subsistence. And he denominates it 
dilForont and the same, so far as all these are at once one. 
Thus, therefore, composing these, so as to be at once one 
life alone, contracting in them difference, and beholding an 
unceasing sameness of energy, and which never passes from 
one intelligence or life to another, but always possesses the 
invariable, and is without interval ; — beholding all these, 
he will behold eternity. For he will perceive life abiding 
in sameness, and always possessing everything present, and 
not at one time this, and afterwards another thing, but 
containing all things at once, and not now some things, 
and again others. For it is an impartible end ; just as in a 
point where all things subsist at once, and have not yet 
proceeded into a [ linear] flux. It likewise abides in the 
same, i.e. in itself, and does not suffer any change. But 
it is always in the present, because nothing of it is past, 
nor again will be in future, but this very thing which it is, 
it always is. Hence, eternity is not a subject, but that 
which as it were shines forth from a subject, according to 
sameness itself, which it announces not concerning the 
future, but that which is now present, indicating that it 
subsists in this manner, and in no other. For what can 
afterwards happen to this, which it now is not? Nor 
again, will it be in futurity what it is not at present. For 
there is not any thing from which it can arrive at the pre- 
sent time. For it is not another thing, but this. Nor will 
it be this in future, which it does not now possess from 
necessity ; nor does it possess about itself that which was. 
For what is there which was present with it and is past P 
Nor does that which will be, belong to it. For what is 
there which will happen to it P It remains, therefore, that 
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in to he, it is that which it is. Hence, that which neither 
was, nor will be, but alone is, stablj possessing its being, 
in consequence of not changing into will be, nor having 
been changed from the past, is eternity. The life, there- 
fore, which is about being, and which in existence or to he, 
is at once total and full, and every where without iuterval, 
is the eternity which we investigate. 

III. Nor must we think that this [eternity] happens 
externally to that nature [viz. to being itself], but that it 
is in it, and from it, and subsists together witJi it. For it 
is seen to be profoundly inherent in it. For perceiving all 
such other things as we say are there, to be inherent, we 
assert that all of them are from, and subsist together with 
essence. For it is necessary that things w^hich have a 
primary subsistence, should exist together with first 
essences, and should be contained in them ; sinoc the 
beautiful also is in and from them, and truth also is inhe- 
rent in them. And in a certain degree, indeed, the whole 
itself is as it were in a part, and the things which are tlicre 
are as parts in a whole, as if in reality this we)*e an all not 
collected from parts, but itself generating ]>arts, in ordtu* 
that through this it may be truly all. The truth also 
which is there, is not a concord with something else that is 
intelligible, but of each thing itself of which it is the truth. 
It is necessary, therefore, that the whole of this which is 
true, if it is truly all, should not only be every thing so far 
as it is all things, but likewise that the all should subsist 
in such a way, as not to be in any thing deficient. But if 
this be the case, nothing will accede to it. For if some- 
thing will he added to it, it was prior to the accession of 
this deficient. Hence, prior to this it was not every thing. 
But what can happen to it preternaturally ? For it suffers 
nothing. If, therefore, nothing can accede to it, it neither 
is about to be, nor will be, nor was. If, indeed, you take 
away from generated natures, the it will he, since they sub- 
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sist in perpetual acquisition, non-existence is imihediatelj 
present with them. But to things which are not such as 
these, if you add the it will fee, a departure from the seat of 
existence is the consequence of such an addition. For it is 
evident that existence is not connascent with them, if they 
are in any respect indebted to futurity for their subsis- 
tence. For in generated natures, indeed, essence is seen 
to be an extension from the beginning of generation, to the 
extremity of the time in which they no longer exist. This 
it is, therefore, for them to be ; and if any one should de- 
prive them of this extension of being, their life would be 
diminished. So that it is necessary that the existence of 
the universe also, should be an extension of this kind. 
Hence, it hastens to be in futurity, and is not willing 
to stop, since it attracts existence to itself, in peHorming 
another and another thing, and is moved in a circle through 
a certain desire of essence. So that we have found what 
existence is in such natures as these, and also what the 
cause is of a motion which thus hastens to be perpetually 
in the future periods of time. In first and blessed natures, 
however, there is not any desire of the future ; for they 
are now the whole, and whatever of life they ought to 
possess, they wholly possess, so that they do not seek after 
any thing, because there is not any thing which can be 
added to them in futurity. Hence, neither does that happen 
to them in which there is the future. The all-perfect and 
total essence therefore of being, is not only total in its parts, 
but is not in any thing deficient, and is that to which 
nothing pertaining to non-being can happen ; for it is not 
only necessary that all beings should be present with the 
all, and the whole, but likewise that nothing should be 
added to it of that which sometimes is not. Hence this 
disposition and nature of the all-perfect essence of being, 
will be eternity. For eternity is denominated from that 
which always ia 
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IV. He, however, will know that eternity* thus subsists, 
who by the projecting* energies of intellect is able to speak 
concerning it : or rather, he who sees it to be a thing of such 
a kind, that nothing in short has ever been generated about 
it; for otherwise it would not be perpetual being, or would 
not always be a certain total being. Is it therefore now 
perpetual P It is not, unless a nature of such a kind is in- 
herent in it, as to procure credibility concerning it, that it 
thus subsists, and no longer in any other way. So tliat 
if again you suiwey it by the projecting energies of 
intellect, you will find that it is such a thing as this. 
What then, if some one should never depart from the con- 
templation of it, but should incessantly persevere in ad. 
miring its nature, and should be able to do this through 
the possession of an unwearied nature, such a one |>erhaps 
running to eternity, would there stop, and never decline 
from it, in order that he might become similar to it, and 
eternal, surveying eternity and the eternal by that which 
is eternal in himself. If, therefore, that which thus sub- 
sists is eternal, and always being, which does not decline 
in any respect to another nature, but the life which it 
possesses is now all, neither having received, nor receiving, 
nor being about to receive any thing in future; — that 
which thus subsists, will indeed be perpetual. And per- 
petuity is such a collocation as this of a subject, subsisting 
from it, and being inherent in it. But eternity is the sub- 
ject in conjunction with a collocation of this kind present- 
ing itself to the view. Hence eternity is venerable, and as 
our intellectual conception of it says, is the same with deity. 
But it says that it is the same with that God [whom we 

^ Instead of nvi here, it appears to me to be necessary to read 
rit> aiStvu 

* The visive energies of intellect are thus denominated, because 
such an energy is an immediate darting forth as it were to the 
object of its intuition. 
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call by the appellation of being and life.] And eternity 
may be properly denominated a God unfolding himself 
into light, and shining forth, such as he essentially is, viz. 
as immutable and the same, and thus firmly established 
in life. It ought not, however, to be considered as 
wonderful, if we say that it consists of many things. For 
every thing in the intelligible world is many, on account of 
the infinite power which it possesses; since the infinite re- 
ceives its appellation from a never-failing essence. And 
this properly, because nothing j^ertaining to it is consumed. 
Hence, if some one should thus denominate eternity, call- 
ing it life which is now infinite, because it is all, and 
nothing of which is consumed, because nothing pertaining 
to it is either past or future, since otherwise it would not 
be all things at once ; — if some one should thus denominate 
it, he will be near to the true definition * of it. For what 
is afterwards added, viz. that it is all things at once, and 
that nothing of it is consumed, will be an exposition of the 
assertion, that it is now infinite life. 

V. Because, however, such a nature as this, thus all- 
beautiful and perpetual, subsists about the one, proceeding 
from and with it, and in no respect departing from it, but 
always abides about and in the one, and lives according to 
it, hence I think it is beautifully and with a profundity of 
decision, said by Plato, that “ eternity abides in one,” ^ 
that he might not only lead it to the one which is in itself, 
but that he might also in a similar manner lead the life of 
being about the one. This, therefore, is that which we in- 

^ This definition of eternity is justly admired by Proclus in his 
3rd book “On the Theology of Plato,” of which see my translation. 
Boetius, likewise, as 1 have elsewhere observed, has adopted this 
definition in lib. 6, “ De Consol. Pliilosopb.” 

Plato, however, does not by the one in this place, mean the 
ineffable principle of things, but the one of being, or the summit 
of the intelligible order, as is shown by Proclus in the above men- 
tioned work. 
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vestigate, and that which thus abides is eternity. For 
this very thing, and which thus abides, which is the energy 
of a life abiding from itself, subsisting with and in the one^ 
and which neither in existing nor living is false and 
fictitious, will certainly be eternity. For to be truly, is 
never not to be, nor to be otherwise. But the former of 
these is to be invariably the same ; and the latter is to be 
without diversity. Hence it has not in any respect, another 
and another. You must not, therefore, conceive it to have 
interval, nor evolve, nor extend it. Neither, therefore, 
must you admit that there is any thing of prior and 
posterior in it. Hence, if there is neither prior nor 
posterior about it, but the is, is the truest of all the things 
about it, and is itself, and this in such a way as to be 
essence and life; — if this be the ease, again that which wo 
call eternity will present itself to our view. But when we 
say that it is always, and that it is not at one time being, 
and at another time non-being, it is requisite to think that 
we thus speak for the sake of perspicuity ; since the term 
always, is perhaps not properly employed, but is assumed 
for the purpose of manifesting its incorruptible ‘ nature. 
And farther still, it signifies that it never fails. Perhaps, 
however, it would be better to call it only being. But 
though being is a name sufficient to essence, yet since 
some are of opinion that generation also is essence, it is 
requisite for the sake of discipline to add the term always. 
For one thing is not being, but another perpetual being ; 
as neither is a philosopher one thing, but a true philosopher 
another. Because, however, some persons are only philo* 

' After row a^Qafyrov in the Greek, the words irXavy av ti)p ^vxWt 
ci£ lie/Sacrtv rov irXiiovos follow, which are to me unintelligible. Some- 
tiling, I conceive, is omitted ; but I am not able to conjecture what 
the omission is. The version of these words by Ficinus is certainly 
nonsense; for it is, “aniinum potest reddere vagabundum per 
onendam in plura exitum ct proventum.*' 
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gophers in appearance, the addition of a true philosopher 
became necessary. Thus, likewise, the always was added to 
being, and being to the always. So that it was called aion; 
on which account the always was assumed, in order that 
the conjunction of being with the always, might indicate 
that which is truly being. The always, likewise, must be 
contracted into a power devoid of interval, and which be- 
sides what it now possesses, is not in want of any thing. 
But it possesses every thing. Hence it is every thing and 
being, and is not indigent of any thing. Nor is a nature 
of this kind, full indeed in one respect, but deficient in 
another. For that which exists in time, though it may 
seem to be as perfect as is sufficient to body, yet it is 
perfect through soul, and is in want of something future, 
because it is deficient in time of which it is indigent ; so 
that it exists together with time, if it is present with it, 
and being imperfect, runs in conjunction with it. On this 
account, therefore, it is equivocally said to be a perfect 
being. That, however, which is a thing of such a kind, as 
neither to be in want of futurity, nor to be measured "by 
some other time, nor to be in futurity infinite, and this in- 
finitely, but now possesvses that which it ought to be ; — this 
is that after which our intellectual conception aspires ; the 
being of which is not derived from a certain quantity of 
extension, but is prior to all quantity. For it is fit, since 
it is not of a definite quantity, that it should not at aJl 
come into contact with quantity, lest the life of it being 
divided, should lose its pure impartibility ; but that it 
should be both in life and essence impartible. When, how- 
ever, it is said in the “ Timseus ” that the demiurgus was 
good, this must be referred to the conception of the 
universe, signifying that what is beyond the universe, does 
not originate from a certain time ; so that neither is the 
world allotted a certain temporal beginning, sifice the cause 
of its existence is the source of priority. At the same 
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time, however, Plato thus speaking for the sake of 
perspicuity, blame’s afterwards this expression ims good, as 
not altogether rightly employed in things whicli are allotted 
what is called and is intellectually couceivt'd to be, an 
eternal subsistence. 

VI. Do we, therefore, bear witness to the things of 
which we now speak, as to things foreign from our nature ? 
But how is this possible ? For how can intellectual per- 
ception ’be effected, except by contact? And how can we 
come into contact with things that are foreign to us ? It 
is necessary, therefore, that we also should participate of 
eternity. Since, however, we exist in time, how is this 
possible? But we shall know what it is to bo in time, and 
what it is to be in eternity, when w’^e have discovered what 
time is. We must, therefore, descend from eternity to 
time, and the investigation of time. For there, indeed, the 
progression was to that which is above, but wo must now 
speak descending, yet not profoundly, but our descent 
must be such as that of time. If, indeed, nothing had 
been said concerning time by ancient and blessed men, it 
would be necessary that connecting from the beginning 
what follows with eternity, we should endeavour to speak 
what appears to us to be the truth on this subject, and to 
adapt our opinion to the conception of it whicli we possess. 
Now, however, it is necessary first to assume those asser- 
tions which especially deserve attention, and to consider if 
what we say is concordant with some one of them. But 
perhaps the assertions concerning time, ought in the first 
place to receive a threefold division. For time may be 
said to be either motion, or that which is moved, or some- 
thing pertaining to motion. For to say that it is either 
permanency, or that which is stable, or something pertain- 
ing to permanency, will be perfectly remote from the con- 
ception of time, since it is in no respect the same [and 
therefore, can never accord with that which is stable]. Of 
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those, however, who say that time is motion, some indeed 
assert that it is every motion ; but others, that it is the 
motion of the universe. But those who say it is that 
which is moved, assert it to be the sphere of the universe. 
And of those who say it is something pertaining to motion, 
or the interval of motion; some assert that it is the 
measure of motion, but others that it is an attendant on 
it, and either on every motion, or on that which is 
arranged.' 

VII. It is not, indeed, possible, that time should be 
motion, neither if all motions are assumed, and one as 
it were is produced from all of them, nor if that motion is 
assumed which is orderly. For ea(;h of these motions is in 
time. If, however, some one should say that motion is not 
in time, much less will motion be time ; since that in which 
motion is, is one thing, and motion itself another * thing. 
Since, however, there are beside these other assertions, it 
may be sufficient to observe, that motion may indeed cease 
and be interrupted, but time cannot But if some one 
should say that the motion of the universe is not inter- 
rupted, yet this motion, if it is admitted that the circula- 
tion [of the world] is in a certain time, will itself be carried 
round to the same point from whence it began ; and not to 

' Archytas the Pythagorean defined time to lx* the universal 
interval of the nature of the universe, in conse«|uenee of surveying 
the continuity in the productive principles of that nature, and 
their departure into divison. Others still more ancient defined 
time to be, as the name manifests, a certain danez of intellect ; but 
others defined it to he the periods of soul; others, the natural 
receptacle of these periods ; and others, orderly circulations ; all 
which (says lambliehus, from whom this information is derived) 
the Py thagoric sect comprehends. Both Archytas also and Aristotle 
appear to have admitted time to >>e a continued and indivisible 
Aux of nows. See a treasure of the conceptions of the ancients on 
this subject, in the Additional Notes to my translation of Aristotle’s 
•• Physics.” 

^ For dXX* oh here, it is necessary to read dXXotr. 
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that point in which the half of it only is accomplished. 
And this motion, indeed, will be the half, but the other will 
be double, each being the motion of the universe, both that 
which proceeds from the same to the same, and that which 
aiTives only at the half. The assertion, also, that the 
motion of the outermost sphere is most veh^sjnent and 
rapid, bears witness to what we say ; so that the motion of 
it is one thing, and time another. For that motion is the 
most -rapid of all, which in the least time passes through 
the greatest interval. But other motions are slower, whicli 
are performed in a longer time, and pass through a part 
only of the same space. If, therefore, time is not the 
motion of the outermost sphere, much less will it be that 
sphere itself, which in consequence of being moved is con- 
ceived to be time. Is, therefore, time something belonging 
to motion? If indeed it is interval, in the first place, 
there is not the same interval of every motion, nor of 
uniform motion. For the motion which is in place is 
swifter and slower, and both the intervals may be measured 
by another third interval, which may with greater rectitude 
be dominated time. But of which of these motions will 
time be the interval ? Or rather, will it be the interval of 
any one of them, since they are infinite? And if time 
is the interval of orderly motion, it is not the interval of 
every motion, nor of every motion of this kind. For these 
are many. So that there will also be at once many times. 
But if time is the interval of the universe, if indeed it is the 
interval in motion itself, what else will it be than motion, 
viz. so much ; and this quantity of motion will either 
be measured by place, because the place which it passea 
through is so much in quantity, and the interval will be 
this. This, however, is not time, but place. Or motion by 
its continuity, and from not immediately ceasing, but 
being always assumed, possesses interval. But this will be 
the multitude of motion. And if some one looking t<^ 



1128 sEi^Ecrr works of PLOxiNtrs. 

motion should assert that it is much, just as if it should be 
said that heat is much, neither will time here also present 
itself to our view, nor become obvious ; but motion again 
and again will occur, like water repeatedly flowing, and 
also the interval which is beheld in it. The again and 
again also will be number, as the duad or the triad ; but 
the interval . will belong to bulk. Thus, therefore,, the 
multitude of motion will be as the decad, or as the interval 
which is beheld as it were in the bulk of motion, which is 
hot attended with a conception of time. But this quantity 
of motion will be generated in time ; for otherwise, time 
will not be every where, but will be in motion as in a sub- 
ject. It will, likewise, again happen that time will be 
said, to be motion. For the interval is not external to 
motion, but is motion not at once collected together. But 
if it is not at once collected, if an at-once-collected sub- 
sistence is in time, in what respect does that which is not 
at-once-collected differ from that which is ? Shall we say 
that they differ in time ; so that the separating motion, 
and the interval of it, are not time itself, but subsist 
in time ? If, however, some one should -say, that the 
interval of motion is time, by the interval not meaning the 
peculiarity of motion, but that with which motion has an 
extension, as if riiiining together with it, yet what this is, is 
not unfolded. For it is evident that time is that in which 
the motion was generated. Tliis, therefore, is that which 
was investigated from the first, viz. what that existing 
thing is which is time ; since this is just as if some one 
being asked what time is, should say that the interval 
of motion is in time. What, therefore, is this interval, 
which he calls time, who supposes it to be external to the 
proper interval of motion ? For again, he who places tem- 
poral interval in motion itself, will be dubious where he 
should place the interval of rest. For as much as a certain 
thing is moved, so much also will something else have been 
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quiescent. And you may say that the time of each is the 
same, though its relation to the one, is different from 
its relation to the other. What therefore is this interval, 
and what nature does it possess ? For it is not possible 
that it should be local since this has an external sub- 
sistence. 

VIII. In the next place, it must be considered how time 
is the number or measure of motion ; for it is better to 
assert this of it, on account of its continuity. In the first 
place, therefore, here also it may bo doubted, whether it is 
similarly the number or measure of every motion, in the 
same manner as it was dubious respecting the interval of 
motion. For how can any one numerate inordinate and 
anomalous motion, or what number or measure will there 
be of it, or according to what will the measure subsist ? 
But if he numerates and measures with the same thing, 
both irregular and regular motion, whether swift or slow, 
the number and the measure will be a thing of such a kind, 
as if it were the decad, measuring both horses and oxen, or 
as if the same thing were the measure both of moist and 
dry substances. If, therefore, time is a measure of this 
kind, it has indeed been shown what the things are of which 
time is the measure, viz. that it is the measure of motions, 
but it has not yet been shown what time is. If, however^ 
in the same manner as the decad when assumed without 
horses, may be understood as number, aud a measure is a 
measure possessing a certain proper nature, though it 
should not yet measure any thing, thus also it is necessary 
time should subsist, being a measure; — if therefore time is 
such a thing in itself as number, in what will it differ from 
this number which subsists according to the decad, or from 
any other monadic number.^ But if it is a continued 
measure, being a certain quantity, it will be such a measure 
^ a certain cubital magnitude. It will, therefore, be 
magnitude, such as a line accompanied with motion. But 

5 
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how, since it also runs, can it measure that with which 
it runs in conjunction? For why should one measure 
rallKT tljan the other ? And it is better and more probable 
to admit this not in every motion, but in that with which it 
concurs. This, however, ought to be continuous, so far as 
Ihc concurrent motion is succt‘ssive. But lhat which 
measures ought not to be considered as subsisting exter- 
nally, nor as Ke[)aratc, but as at once measured motion. 
And wliat will that be which measures ? Will the motion 
indeed be measured, but the magnitude be that which 
ineasur(‘s ? And which of tliese will time be ? Will it be 
tlie measured motion, or the magnitude which measures ? 
For time will either be the motion which is measured 
by magnitude, or magnitude which measures, or that which 
uses magnitude, as a cubit for the pur])ose of measuring 
the fpiantity of the motion. In all these, however, it 
is more ])robab]e as \ve have said to suppose that the 
motion is e(j liable. For without equability, and besides 
this, without one motion of the universe, the doubt will bo 
greater than that which results from admitting that time 
is in some way or other the measure of motion. But 
if time is measured motion, and is measured by quantity, 
then just as if it were necessary that motion should 
be measured, it would not bo requisite that it should 
be measured by itself, but by something else, thus also it 
is necessary, if motion has another measure besides itself, 
and on this account wc are in want of a continuous 
measure, for the purpose of measuring it, that magnitude 
itself should have a measure, in order that the motion may 
be as much in quantity as its measure. And thus time 
will be the number of the magnitude attending the motion, 
and not the magnitude which runs in conjunction with the 
motion. 

It is necessary, however, to doubt what this number is, 
whether it is monadic, and how it measures? For though 
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some one should discover how it measures, yet he would 
not find time measuring, but a certain quantity of time. 
This, however, is not the same with time [simply considered]. 
For it is one thing to speak of time, and another, of so 
much time. For prior to the’ so iniicli, it is necessary to 
say what that is which is so much. Is time, therefore, the 
number which measures motion externally ? Such as the 
decad in horses, and not that which is assumed together 
with horses. What this number, therefore, is, has not 
been shown, which prior to measuring, is what it is, in the 
same manner as the decad. Sliall we say it is that iiumbta* 
which measures by running according to the prior and 
posterior of motion ? ^ But it is not yet manifest what this 
number is which measures according to prior and posterior. 
That, however, which measures according to prior and 
posterior, whether l)y a point, or by any thing else, entindy 
measures according to time. This nunil)or,“ therefore, 
which measures motion by prior and postcu-ior, will he suc- 
cessive to, and in contact with time, in order that it may 
measure it. For prior and posterior, must cil her be assumed 
locally, as the begiiiriiiig [and end] of a stadium, or tempo- 
rally. For in short, with respect to prior and posterior^ 
the former indeed is time ending in f/ie now ,* hut 1 ho latter 
is time beginning from the now. Time, therefore, is dilTeront 
from the number wdiich measures motion according to prior 
and posterior, not only motion of any kind, but also that 

^ Ti/ne is delinecl by Aristotle, to bo the ntinibcr of mo(iu)t. 
according to prior and posteriory which accords with Plato’s dolijii- 
tion of it in the “ Timccus,” viz. that it is an eternal image flowing 
according to number. For this shows that time .subsists according 
to number which has the relation of an image, and exists accord- 
ing to the order of motion, i.e, according to prior and posterior. 
In short, time is properly the measure of motion according to the 
flux of being, which is the peculiarity of gcncrntioHy or becoming 
to he, 

* For xpovoc here, it is necessary to read apiOfioQ, 
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which is orderly. la the next place, why when number is 
adjoined, whether according to the measured, or the 
measuring, (for the same number may be both that which 
measures, and is measured) — why therefore when number 
is added, will there be time; but motion existing, and 
prior and posterior entirely subsisting about it, there will 
not be time ? Just as if some one should say that magni- 
tude is not as great as it is, unless some one apprehends 
what the quantity of it is. Since time, however, is, and is 
said to be infinite, how will there be number about it, 
unless a part of it being selected is measured, in which 
case it will happen that it exists prior to its being measured. 
But wliy will not time be prior to the existence of soul 
that measures it ? Unless it should be said that the genera- 
tion of it is effected by soul ; since it is by no means neces- 
sary that time should exist because it is measured by soul. 
For it would exist as much as it is in quantity, though no 
one should measure it. And if some one should say that it 
is soul which uses magnitude for the purpose of measuring 
time, what will this have to do with the conception of time ? 

TX. But to say that time is an appendix of motion, is 
not to teach what time is, nor ought this to be said before 
it is shown what the appendix is. For perhaps it may be 
time. With respect to this appendix, however, it must be 
considered, whether it has a posterior, or simultaneous, or 
prior subsistence ; if there is an appendix of this kind. 
For in whatever manner it may be spoken of, it is spoken 
of in time. Hence, if this is time, it will follow that time 
is the appendix of motion in time. Since, however, we do 
not investigate what time is not, but what it is, and much 
has been said on this subject by many prior to us, according 
to each position, he who discusses these would rather com- 
pose a history [than discover the nature of time]. To 
which may be added, that we have occasionally said some- 
thing concerning these different positions. Some things 
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also may be opposed from what has been already said, to 
him who asserts that time is the measure of the imiverso, 
and likewise such other things as have just now been 
asserted respecting the measure of motion. For separate 
from inequality, all the other particulars may l)e adduced, 
which are adapted to their positions. It follows, therefore, 
that we should now show what it is necessary to think time is. 

X. Again, therefore, it is requisite that we should betake 
ourselves to that condition of being which we have said is 
in eternity ; a condition which is immutable, and at once 
total, a life now infinite and perfectly inflexible, and 
abiding in one, and directed to the one. But time was not 
yet, or at least was not in those natures ; but was about to 
be generated ^ by the reason and nature of that which is 
posterior. Intelligibles, therefore, quietly energizing in 
themselves, he who desires to know how time first fell, 
will not perhaps call upon the Muses who did not then 
exist, to toll him. Perhaps, however, he will, since the 
Muses also then had a being.® Perhaps, too, he will find 
time itself generated, so far as it is generated and unfolded 
into light. Bnt he will speak about it as follows : 

Before this priority originated, and was indigent of the 
posterior, the former was quiescent together with the latter 
in being, time not yet existing ; but its(‘lf also quietly 
abiding [i.e. subsisting casually] in real being. A certain 

' Time, as well as the world, is said to liave been generated, not 
because it once was not, for it always existed, but because it 
depends for its subsistence on causes naturally prior to itself. 

* The Muses, con.sidered according to their subsistence in Apollo, 
belong to the intellectual order, and are therefore superior to time. 
But if time is supposed to have had a beginning, then the Muses, 
according to their mundane subsistence, had no existence prior to 
the generation of time. To say, therefore, that the Muses did not 
once exist, is equivalent to the assertion that the intellectual is 
prior to the mundane order of them, according to nature, order, 
dignity, and cau.sa]ity. 
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nature, however, much conversant with action, wishing to 
govern, and possess authority from itself, and chusing to 
exjdore more of the present, was itself indeed moved, and 
together with it likewise time, always tending to hereafter 
and the posterior, and not to the same, but to another, and 
again another existence. But we from this motion pro- 
ducing a certain length of progression, conceive time to be 
the image of eternity. For since there was a certain unquiet 
power of the soul, wishing always to transfer what it there 
saw to something el.'O, it was not willing that an at-oiice- 
collected all sliould be present with it. But as reason [t.c. 
a productive principle] evolving itself from a quiet seed, 
produces as it faucies an abundant progression, abolishing 
the abundant by division, and instead of the one subsisting 
in itself, consuming the one which is not in itself, and thus 
proceeds into a more imbecile length ; in a similar manner, 
this nature of soul, producing the sensible through the 
imitation of th(< intelligible woidd, and being moved not 
with the motion -which is there, but with a motion resem- 
bling it, and wishing to be its image, in tlie first place 
indeed, renders itself temporal, producing this instead of 
eternity. In the next place, it causes that which is gene- 
rated to be subservient to time, making the wdiole of it to 
be in time, and comprehending all the progressions of it 
in time. For tJie world is moved in the nature of soul ; 
since there is not any other place of this universe than soul, 
and in the time of soul it is moved. For soul exhibiting its 
energy successively, generates together with its energy that 
which is successive, and proceeds in conjunction with 
another reasoning process after that energy, which was not 
before ; since, neither was the discursive energy of reason 
effective, nor the present life of soul similar to that which 
preceded it. Hence, at the same time, there is another life, 
and this other life will have another time. Distance of life, 
therefore [or the interval between one life and another]. 
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will be attended with time. The perpetual extension of 
life also to the anterior part, will have perpetual time : 
and the past life will ho accompanied with past time. If, 
therefore, some one should say that time is the energy ^ of 
soul, proceeding in a transitive motion from one life to 
another, will he not appear to say something to t he pur- 
pose? For if eternity is life consisting in [)ermauency, 
and in an invariable sameness of siibsisteiKJo, and which is 
now infinite, but it is necessary that time should be the 
image of eternity, just as this universe is the image of the 
iutelligible world ; — if this be the case, instead of the life 
which is there, it is necessary there sliould be another life 
of the discursive power of the mum lane soul, homonymous 
as it were to the life of eternity ; and instead of intellectual 
motion, that there should be the motion of a certain part of 
the soul. It is also necessaiy, that instead of an invariable 
sameness and permanency of subsistence, th(>rc should bo 
that which does not abide in the same, but always has 
another and another energy. Lilccwdse, that instead of an 
essence which is without interval and one, there should bo 
au image of the oney and which possesses unity in continuity 
of succession. That instead of that which is now infinite, 
and a whole, there should be that which proceeds ad 

' The word Ivkpyeia is omitted in the original. 

“ Time, however, according to Proclus, Is a medium hctweeii 
that which is alone the cause of motion, as soul, atid that which is 
alone immoveable, as intellect. Hence time is truly, so far as it is 
considered in itself, immoveable, but so far as it is in its partici- 
pants, it is moveable, and subsists together with them, unfolding 
itself into them. He add.s, hence it is a certain jiroceeding inteh 
lecty established indeed in eternity, but proceeding and abundantly 
flowing into the things wdiich are guarded by it. This definition 
of time by Proclus, appears to me to be uncommonly beautiful 
and accurate. See the whole of the passage from which it is 
taken, in the Additional Notes to my translation of the “ Timteus” 
of Plato. 
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infinitum, according to what is perpetually successive. 
And that instead of an at-once-collected whole, there should 
be that which is a whole according to parts, and is always 
about to be a whole. For thus it will imitate that which 
is now wholly what it is, and which is at-once-collected, 
and infinite, if it wishes its being to consist in perpetual 
acquisition ; since it will thus also imitate the being of 
eternity. It is necessary, however, not to assume time 
externally to soul, as neither is eternity in the intelligible 
world external to being. Nor again, must it be considered 
as any thing consecutive, or posterior to soul, as neither is 
eternity to being. But it must be beheld within, and sub- 
sisting together with soul, in the same manner as eternity 
with being. 

XI. Here, however, it is necessary to understand, that 
this is the nature of time, viz. that it is the length of such 
a life as we have before mentioned, proceeding in equable 
and similar mutations, which themselves proceed in a 
silent course ; this length also possessing a continuity of 
energy. If, therefore, we again in words make this power 
to revert, and the life of it to cease which it now possesses, 
and which is unceasing, and will never end, because it is 
the energy of a certain ever-existing soul, not directed to 
itself, nor in itself, but employed in producing and gene- 
rating; — if, therefore, we suppose this power no longer 
energizing, but ceasing from this energy, and also this 
part of the soul converted to real being and eternity, and 
abiding in quiet, what will there any further be besides 
3ternity ? What will any longer be another and another, 
where all things abide in one ? And what will be prior 
or posterior, or more extended ? Where, likewise, will the 
soul any further betake itself to any other thing than that 
in which it is ? Or rather, neither will it betake itself to 
this. For in this case, it must have first departed from 
it, in order that it may accede to it ; since neither is it the* 
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sphere itself [of the universe] which had not an existence 
prior to time. For this sphere exists, and is moved in 
time. And though time should stop, this sphere still con- 
tinuing to energize, we should nevertheless measure the 
duration of its permanency, as long as the permanency 
of eternity is external to it. If, therefore, this sphere 
becoming quiescent and united, time is taken avay, it is 
evident that the commencement of its motion, round the 
earth, and this its life, generate time. Hence, also, it is 
said [in the “ Timaeus ** of Plato], that time was generated 
together with the universe, because soul produced it in 
conjunction with the universe. For in an energy of this 
kind, this world was generated. And this energy indeed 
is time, but the universe is in time. If, however, some 
one should say, that the circulations of the stars are also 
denominated by Plato times, he should recollect that he 
says these were generated for the purpose of rendering 
time manifest and distinct, and that the measure of it 
might be conspicuous to us. For since it was not possible 
for time itself to be bounded by soul, nor for each part of 
it to be measured by us, since it is invisible and incom- 
prehensible, and especially since this is impossible to those 
who do not know how to numerate, — hence the Demiurgus 
made day and night, through which mankind were enabled 
to apprehend two things by their difference ; from which, 
as Plato says, they arrived at the conception of number. 
Afterwards receiving the interval produced by the motion 
of the sun from the east to the east again, they apprehended 
what was the quantity of time, the form of the motion 
being equable; adhering to which, we use a thing of this 
kind as a measure of time. For time itself is not a 
measure. For how could it measure ; and what would it 
say if it measured? Will it say this thing is as much in 
quantity as I am ? Who therefore is it that says I ? Is 
it that according to which the measure subsists? Has it 
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not therefore an existence in order that it may measure, 
hut is not a measure ? Hence the measured motion of the 
universe will be according to time. And time will not be 
the measure of motion, according to that which it is, but 
according to accident, so that being something else prior 
to this, it rcnd<‘rs the quantity of the motion manifest. 
One motion also being assumed in so much time, and 
being frequently enumerated, leads to a conception of the 
quantity of time that is past. So that if some one should 
say that motion and circulation, after a certain mannei% 
measure time as much as possible, as manifesting in their 
quantity the quantity of time, which cannot in any other 
way be assumed or understood, he indeed will not adduce 
an absurd manifestation of time. HencCy that which is 
measured hy circnlatio7i, viz. which is manifestedy and not 
generated hy ity will he time. And thus the measure of 
motion is that which is measured by a definite motion, and 
is measured by it, as being different from it. For if that 
which measures was one thing, and that which is measured 
another, but is me asured accidentally ; in this case, it would 
be just as if some one should say that what is measured 
by a cubit is magnitude, but should not say what that is 
which defines the magnitudo. It wnuld also be just as if 
some one not being able to render motion itself manifest 
on account of its indefinite nature, should say that motion 
is that which is measured by place. For assuming the 
place which motion passes through, he will say that the 
quantity of the motion is equal to the quantity of the 
place. 

XII, Circulation, therefore, renders time in which it is 
performed manifest. It is necessary, however, that time 
should no longer alone be that in which something is per- 
formed, but that prior to this it should be what it is, 
namely, that in which other things are moved and at rest, 
in an equable and orderly manner ; and that from a certain 
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thing of an orderly nature, it sliould becomo apparent, and 
shine forth to our conceptions, yet not be generated by this 
thing, whether it is at rest, or in motion. It becomes, how- 
ever, more apparent when this thing is in motion. For 
motion contributes more to the knowledge, and transition 
to the nature of time than rest. And the quantity of the 
motion of a thing is more known than the quantity of its 
rest. Hence [some philosophers] have been induced to 
say that time is the measure of motion, instead of saying 
that it is measured by motion. In the next place, it is 
requisite to add what that is which is measured by motion, 
and not to adduce that which accidentally takes place about 
it, and this alternately. Perhaps, however, they do not 
intend to say that this takes place alternately, and we do 
not understand their meaning ; but they clearly asserting 
that time is a measure according to that which is measured, 
we do not apprehend their conceptions on this subject. The 
cause, however, why we do not, is because they have not 
clearly shown in their writings what time is, whether it is 
a measure, or that which is measured, as if they were 
writing to those who were acquainted with their opinions, 
and to their auditors. Plato, indeed, does not say that 
the essence of time is either a measure, or that which is 
measured by something, but asserts in order to render it 
manifest, that the circulation [of the universe] is allotted 
something which is the smallest {i,c. the centre,] for the 
purpose of unfolding the smallest part of time; so that 
from hence both the quality and quantity of time may be 
known. Wishing, however, to manifest the essence of 
time, he says that it was generated together with the 
universe, and that it is a moveable image of its paradigm 
eternity; because neither does time remain, life not re- 
maining, in conjunction with which it runs and is con- 
volved. But he says, it was generated together with the 
universe, because such a life as this produced the universe, 
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and one life fabricated both the world and time. If, there- 
fore, this life could be converted into one, time which exists 
in this life would immediately cease, and also the universe, 
in consequence of no longer possessing this life. 

If, however, some one assuming the prior and posterior 
of the life which is here, should assert this to be time, 
because this is something, but that the more true motion 
which has prior and posterior is not any thing, his assertion 
would be most absurd. For he would ascribe to inanimate 
motion the prior and posterior, and also time together with 
it, but he would not grant this to the motion through the 
imitation of which the inferior motion exists ; though from 
this superior motion prior and posterior primarily subsist, 
since it is a self-operative motion. As, likewise, it generates 
its several energies, thus too it produces that which is suc- 
cessive, and together with the generation a transition of 
energies. Why, therefore, do we refer this motion of the 
universe to the comprehension of the more true motion, 
and assert that it is in time, but do not refer to this the 
motion of soul which subsists in itself, and proceeds in a 
perpetual course ? Shall we say it is because that which 
is prior to it is eternity, which neither runs in conjimction, 
nor is co-extended with this motion ? This first motion, 
therefore, is referred to time which also it generates, and 
which together with its own energy it possesses. How, 
therefore, is time every where ? Because this life and 
motion are not absent from any part of the world, as 
neither does the life which is in us desert any part of us 
If, however, some one should say that time consists in a 
non-hypostasis, or non-hyparxis, for we are deceived about 
its essence, in the same manner as when we say of God 
that he was or will he ; for thus he will be and was in the 
same maimer as that in which it is said he tuill he [ie. in 
the same manner as time] ; to assertions of this kind there 
belongs another mode of discussion. With respect to all 
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that has been said, however, it is necessary to observe, that 
when any one assumes the quantity of space passed over 
by a man that is moved, he also assumes the quantity of 
the motion, and when he assumes the quantity of the 
motion, such for instance as is produced in walking, he 
directs his attention to the boundary ^ of motion existing 
in the man prior to this motion, in order that ho may 
judge whether he has walked to the full extent of this 
boundary. And* the body, indeed, which has been moved 
in so much time, he refers to so much motion ; for this is 
the cause of its being moved ; and to the time of this 
motion. But he refers this motion of the body to the 
motion of the soul which produced an equality of interval. 
To what, therefore, will ho refer the motion of the soul ? 
For that whatever it may be to which he may wish to 
refer it, will bo now without interval. Hence, this subsists 
primarily, and is that in which the rest are contained ; but 
it is itself no longer contained in any thing else. For there 
is not any thing by which it can be contained. This, there- 
fore, is primarily ; and the like takes place in the soul of 
the universe. Is then time in us also ? May wo not say 
that it is in every such soul, that it subsists uniformly in 
every similar soul, and that all of them are [in a certain 
respect] one? Hence, time will not be divulsed, since 
neither is eternity, which according to another charac- 
teristic is in all uniform natures. 

^ The word used by Plotinus here is iciVi/fuz, which signifies in 
the Physics of Aristotle, f/tc boundary of motion 
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IV. viu 

I. Whether eacli [part] of us is immortal, or tlie whole 
perishes, or one part of us is dissipated and corruj^ted, hut 
another part perpetually remains, which part is the man 
himself, may ho learnt hy considering conformably to 
nature as follows : Man, indeed, is not something simple, 
hut there is in him a soul, and he has also a hody, whether 
it is annexed to us as an instrument, or after some other 
manner. However this may be, it must he admitted, that 
the nature and essence of each of those must be thus 
divided. Since the hody, therefore, is itself a composite, 
reason shows that it cannot remain [perpetually the same] ; 
and sense likewise sees that it is dissolved and wastes 
away, and receives all- various destructions ; since each of 
the things inherent in it tends to its own [i.e, to the whole 
fonn from which it was derived], and one thing belonging 
to it corrupts another, and changes and perishes into 
something else. This, too, is especially the case when the 
soul, which causes the parts to be in friendly union with 
each other, is not present with the corporeal masses. If 
each hody, likewise, is left by itself, it will not be one, 
since it is capable of being dissolved into form and matter, 
from which it is also necessary that simple bodies should 
have their composition. Moreover, as being bodies they 



143 


ON THE IMMORTALITY OP THE SOUL. 

have magnitude, and consequently may be cut and brolcen 
into the smallest parts, and through this are the recipients 
of corruption. Hence, if body is a part of us, we are not 
wholly immortal. But if it is an instrument [of ilie soul] 
it is necessary that being given for a certain time, it should 
be naturally a thing of this kind. That, however, which 
is the most principal thing, and the man hiinsi'lf, will be 
that with reference to the body which form is with refcvt'iKio 
to matter, since tliis according to form is as body to mM,tt«‘r ; 
or according to that which uses, the body has the r(dati»^>ii 
to it of an instrument. But in each way soul is the man 
himself. 

II. What, therefore, is the nature of this thing [soul] ? 
If indeed it is a body, it is in every respect capal)le of being 
analyzed. For every body is a composite. But if it is 
not a body, but of another nature, that also must bo con- 
sidered either after the same, or after another manner. 
In the first place, however, it must be considered into 
what body this body which they call soul ought to b(‘ 
analyzed. For since life is necessarily present with soul, 
it is also necessary that this body which is supposed to be 
soul, if it consists of two or more bodies, should have a 
connascent life in both, or in each of them ; or that one of 
these should have life, but the other not, or tliat neither 
should be vital. If, therefore, life is present with one of 
them only, this very thing will he soul. Ilenco, what body 
will this be which has life from itself ? For fire, air, water 
and earth, are of themselves inanimate ; and with which- 
ever of these soul is present, the life which it uses is adven- 
titious. There are not, however, any other bodies bcsid(‘s 
these. And those to whom it appears that there are other 
bodies tbe elements of these, do not assert that they are 
souls, or that they have life. But if it should be said, that 
though no one of these bodies possesses life, yet the con- 
gress of them produces life, he who says this would speak 
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absurdly. And if each of them has life, one will be suffi- 
cient. Or rather, it is impossible that a coacervation of 
bodies should produce life, and things void of intellect 
generate intellect. Moreover, neither will these, in what- 
ever manner they may say they are mixed, generate either 
intellect or soul.^ Hence, it is necessary there should be 
that which arranges, and which is the cause of the mixture ; 
so that this will have the order of soul. For that which is 
compounded will not be that which arranges and produces 
the mixture. But neither will there be a simple body in 
the series of things, without the existence of soul in the 
universe ; if reason [or a productive principle] acceding to 
matter, produces body. For reason cannot proceed from 
any thing else than from soul. 

III. If some one, however, should say that an assemblage 
of atoms or impartiblcs produce soul by their union, such 
a one will be confuted by similitude of passion, and by 
apposition; since one thing will not thus be generated 
through the whole, nor will that which is co-passive be 
produced from bodies which arc without passion and in- 
capable of being united. But soul is co-passive with itself. 
And of iinpartibles neither body nor magnitude can consist. 
Moreover, with respect to a simple body, they will not say 
that it has life from itself so far as it is material. Foi 
matter is void of quality. But they will rather say that 
what is arranged in body according to form possesses life. 
Hence, if they say that this form is essence, soul will not 
be both, but one of these ; and this will no longer be body. 
For this will not also consist of matter ; since if it did, we 
must again analyze it after the same manner. But if they 
assert that this form is a passion of matter and not essence, 
they must inform us what that is from which this passion 

^ The words ij vovv, y omitted in the original ; but 

from the version of Fiemus it appears that they ought to be 
inserted. 
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and life are derived into matter. For matter will not give 
form to itself, nor insert soul in itself. Hence, it is neces- 
sary that there should be something which is the supplier 
of life, whether the supply is to matter, or to a certain 
body, this supplier being external to, and beyond every 
corporeal nature. Indeed, neither will there be any body, 
if there is no psychical power. For body [peri>etiially] 
flows, and its nature is in [continual] motion. The universe ’ 
also would rapidly perish if all things were bodies ; though 
some one of them should bo denominated soul. For it 
would suffer the same things as other bodies, since there 
would be one matter in all of them. Or rather, nothing 
would be generated, but all things would stop in matter, 
as there would not be any thing to invest it with form. 
Perhaps, too, neither would matter have any subsistence 
whatever. This universe also will be dissolved, if it is 
committed to the connexion of body, and the order of so\il 
is given to body, as far as to names, viz. to air and a dis- 
sipable spirit, and which has not from itself any oneness. 
For how is it possible, since all bodies are divisible, that 
this universe if it is committed to any one of them, should 
not be borne along in a foolish and casual manner ? For 
what order is there, or reason or intellect, in a pneumatic 
substance, which is in want of order from soul? But if 
soul, indeed, has a subsistence, all these will be subservient 
to it in order to the composition of tlie world, and the 
existence of every animal, a different power contributing 
from a different thing to [the perfection of] the w^hole. If 
soul, however, is not present to the whole of things, these 
will neither have a subsistence, nor any arrangement. 

IV. Compelled by truth, the authors of the above men- 
tioned hypothesis also testify, that it is necessary there 
should be a certain form of soul prior to and more excellent 
than bodies. For they introduce a spirit endued with 
> rd iravia omitted in the original. 
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intellect, and an intellectual fire, as if it was not possible 
there could be a better condition among beings without 
fire and spirit, and without a place in which it might bo 
established, though they ought to have investigated where 
bodies are to be placed ; for it is necessary that these 
should be established in the powers of soul. But if they 
assert that life and soul are nothing else than a spirit or 
wind, we must enquire what this celebrated spirit intro- 
duced by them is, and how it subsists. For they are com- 
pelled to fly to this when they admit that there is another 
efficacious nature besides bodies. If therefore not every 
spirit is soul, because there are myriads of inanimate 
spirits; but a spirit subsisting after a certain manner is 
according to them soul, we ask them whether they say that 
such a spirit and this habitude is something belonging to 
beings, or nothing. But if indeed it is nothing, it will be 
a name alone. And its subsistence after a certain manner 
will be also merely a name, and thus it will be an accident 
to beings. Hence, according to them nothing but matter 
will have an existence, and soul, deity, and every thing 
[except! matter] will be merely names. If, however, habi- 
tude is something pertaining to beings, and different from 
a subject and from matter, and subsists indeed in matter, 
but is itself immaterial, because it is not again composed 
from matter; — if this be the case, it will be a certain 
reason [or productive principle] and will not be body, but 
of another nature. Farther still, from the following con- 
siderations it will be no less manifest that it is impossible 
for soul to be any body whatever. For it would either be 
hot or cold, or hard, or soft, or moist, or firm, or black, or 
white, and all such different qualities as are in different 
bodies. And if indeed it is hot alone, it will alone heat ; 
if cold alone, it will alone refrigerate. If also it is alone 
light, it will by its presence cause things to be light ; if 
heavy, it will alone render them heavy ; if black, it will 
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blacken ; and if white, will cause them to be white. For 
it is not the province of fire to refrigerate, nor of cold to 
produce heat. But soul produces different effects in 
different animals, and contrary effects in the same animal ; 
fixing some things, but diffusing others. And some things 
indeed it causes to be dense, but others rare, black, white, 
light and heavy ; though from the nature of one body it 
ought to produce one quality only, and not different 
qualities. But now it produces many qualities. 

V. With respect to motions also, why are different 
motions produced by the soul, and not one only, then^ 
being but one [natural] motion of every body ? But if 
they assign deliberate choice as the cause of some motions, 
and reasons [or productive princiidos] as the causes of 
others, these indeed are rightly assigned. Deliberate 
choice, however, does not pertain to body, nor reasons, 
since they are different, but an elementary body is one and 
simple. Nor can such a body be full of j^roductive power, 
except so far as this is imparted to it by that which makes 
it to be hot or cold. But how can it belong to body to 
increase at certain times, and to a certain extent, since it 
is naturally adapted to be increased, cxcei)t so far as the 
power of augmenting is assumed in the bulk of matter, 
and is subservient to that which through it produces the 
increase ? For if soul being body increases, it is necessary 
that it should also be increased, viz. by the addition of a 
similar body, in order that it may be of an equal bulk with 
that which is increased by it. And that which is added 
will either be soul, or an inanimate body. And if indeed 
it is soul, whence and how is it introduced, and how is it 
added ? But if that which is added is inanimate, how is 
this animated, how does it accord with the preceding soul, 
and become one with it, and how does it entertain the 
same opinions with the former soul ? Will not this added 
soul, as being foreign, be ignorant of what the other 
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knows ? And in the same manner as with another mass 
belonging to our frame, there will be an efflux from, and 
an influx into it, and nothing will continue the same. 
How, therefore, shall we remember ? And how shall we 
recognize such things as are appropriate to us, since we 
shall never employ the same soul? Moreover, if soul is 
body, since the nature of body is divided into many parts, 
each of the parts will not be the same with the whole. 
If, therefore, soul was a magnitude of a certain quantity, 
if this quantity should become less, it would no longer be 
soul ; just as the being of every quantity is changed by 
ablation, from what it was before. But if some one of 
those things which have magnitude, being diminished in 
bulk, should remain the same in quality, so far indeed as 
it is body, and so far as it is quantity, it is different from 
what it was ; but through quality which is different from 
quantity it is able to preserve itself the same. "What, 
therefore, will those say who contend that the soul is 
body? In the first place, indeed, with respect to each 
part of the soul which is in the same body, is each part 
soul in the same manner as the whole soul ? And again, 
is this the case with the part of a part ? For if this is 
admitted, magnitude will contribute nothing to the essence 
of the soul ; though it is necessary that it should if soul is 
a certain quantity. The whole soul, likewise, is every 
where present with the body ; but it is impossible for the 
same corporeal whole to be in many things at the same 
time, or for a part of it to be the same as the whole. And 
if they say that each of the parts is not soul, then accord- 
ing to them, soul will consist of things inanimate. 
Besides, if the magnitude of each soul is definite, it will 
no longer be soul, if it is either extended or diminished. 
When, therefore, from one copulation and one seed, twins 
are begotten, or as in other animals many offspring are 
produced, most of the seed being distributed into many 
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placoSf wliere also eacli part of the seed is a whole, how is 
it possible this should not teach those who are willing to 
learn, that where the part is the same with the whole, this 
in the very essence of itself transcends the nature of quan- 
tity; and ought from necessity to be without quantity. 
For thus alone it can remain the same, quantity being 
withdrawn, since it has no need of either quantity or bulk, 
its essence being something different from either. Hence soul 
and reasons [or productive principles] are void of quantity. 

VI. But that if soul is body, it will not be possible to 
perceive either sensibly or intellectually, or to know 
scientifically, and that there will neither be virtue, nor any 
thing beautiful [in human conduct,] will be manifest from 
the following considerations. Wliatcver is able to have a 
sensible perception of any thing, ought' itself to be oue, 
and to apprehend every thing by one and the same power. 
This will also be the case, if many things enter through 
many organs of sense, or there are many qualities about 
one thing, and likewise when there is a variegated appear- 
ance such as that of the face, through one thing. For one 
thing does not perceive the nose, and another the eyes, but 
the same thing perceives at once all the parts of the face. 
And though one thing proceeds through the eyes, but 
another through the ears, yet it is necessary there should 
be one thing at which both these arrive. Or how could 
the soul say that these are different, unless the percep- 
tions of sense at once terminated in the same thing ? It is 
necessary, therefore, that this should be as it were a 
centre, that the senses should on all sides be extended to 
this, like lines from the circumference of a circle, and that 
a thing of this kind which apprehends the perceptions of 
sense should be truly one. For if it were any thing 
divisible, and the informations of the senses arrived at 
this as at the two extremities of a line, they must either 
again concur in one and the same thing as a middle, or 
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there would be another thing there and another, and each 
would have a sensible perception of each; just as if I 
should perceive one thing, but you another, even though 
the object of sense should be one thing, such as the face ; 
or they must be collected into one. And this indeed 
appears to be the case. For visible forms are collected in 
the pupils of the eyes ; or how through these could the 
greatest things be seen ? Hence, in a still greater degree 
the forms which arrive at the ruling part of the soul, 
become as it were conceptions ; and therefore this part also 
must be impartible. For if it had magnitude, it would be 
co-divided with the object of sensible perception. Hence, 
one part of it would perceive a part of the sensible object, 
and nothing in us would have the apprehension of the 
wliole of a sensible thing. But the whole is one thing. 
For how can it be divided? For in the division, equal 
cannot be adapted to equal, because the ruling part is not 
equal to every sensible thing. Into how many parts, 
therefore, must the division of it be made ? Must it be 
divided into as many parts, as the sensible perception 
which is introduced to it, is divided into ? And will each 
of the parts of the soul, therefore, perceive the parts of 
the sensible object ? Or shall we say that the parts of the 
soul will not have a sensation of the parts of the thing 
perceived ? This however is impossible. But if any part 
whatever perceives the whole of the sensible object, since 
magnitude is adapted to be divided infinitely, it will 
happen that infinite sensible perceptions will be produced 
about each part ; so that, for instance, there will be infinite 
images of the same thing in our ruling part. Moreover, 
if that which perceives is body, it will not be able to per- 
ceive in any other way, than as if certain images were 
impressed from wax in a seal ; whether the sensible forms 
are impressed in blood, or in air. And if, indeed, they are 
impressed as in moist bodies, which it is reasonable to 
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suppose they will be, if as in water, they will be con- 
founded, and there will be no memory. But if the impres- 
sions remain, either it will not be possible for others to be 
impressed while they remain, so that there will bo no other 
sensible perceptions, or if others are produced, the former 
will be destroyed, so that there will not be a remeiubrance of 
any thing. But if it is possible to remember, and to have a s<‘n* 
sible perception of other things after others, the former not 
impeding the latter, it is impossible for the so\il to be l)o<ly. 

VII. The same tiling also may be scon from pain and 
the sensation of pain ; when a man is said to have a pain 
ill his finger or about his finger. For then it is manifest 
that the sensation of iiain is pi'oduced about the primupal 
or ruling part ; a portion of the spirit being pained, but 
the ruling part having a perc<?ptioii of the pain, and the 
whole soul in consequence of this sulTeriiig the same thing. 
How, therefore, does this happen ? They will say by suc- 
cession, the psychical spirit about the finger suifering in 
the first place, but imparting the passion to that which is 
next to it, and afterwards to something else, until the [las- 
sion arrives at the ruling part. Hence, it is necessary if 
that which is primarily pained perceives, that there should 
be another sensation of that which is second, if sensation is 
produced according to succession. And likewise, that there 
should be another sensation of that which is the third in 
order; that there should bo mauyand infinite sensible per- 
ceptions of one and the same pain ; and that afterwards all 
these should bo perceived by the ruling part, and besides 
these, that it should have a perception of its own passion. Tu 
reality, however, each of these does not perceive the pain 
that is in the finger; but one sensation perceives that the 
part of the palm of the hand which is next to the finger is 
pained, and another more remote sensation perceives the pain 
which is in a more remote part. There will also be many 
pains, the ruling part not perceiving the passion which is 
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in the finger, but that which is present with itself. And 
this it will alone know, but will bid farewell to the others, 
not perceiving that the finger is pained.. If, therefore, it is 
not possible that sensible perception of a thing of this 
kind should subsist according to succession, and it does 
not belong to body, since it is a bulk, that one part of it 
sufPering, another part should recognize the suffering ; for 
in every magnitude this is one thing, and that another ; — 
if this be the case, it is necessary that the power which 
perceives should be a thing of such a kind, as to be every 
where itself the same with itself. But this pertains to any 
thing else rather than to body, 

VIII. Moreover, that neither will it be possible to per- 
ceive intellectually if the soul is body, may be demonstrated 
as follows. For if to perceive sensibly is, for the soul 
using the body to apprehend sensibles, intellectual percep- 
tion will not be an appi'ehension of the objects of suck, 
perception, through body. For unless this is admitted, 
intellectual will be the sanne with sensible perception. 
Hence, if to perceive intellechially is to apprehend without 
body, by a much greater priority it is necessary that the 
nature which thus perceives should not be body. Farther 
still, if sense indeed is the perception of sensibles, intellec- 
tion is the perception of intelligibles. If, however, they 
are not willing to admit this, yet there will be in us intel- 
lections of certain intelligibles, and apprehensions of things 
without magnitude. How, therefore, will intellect if it is 
magnitude, understand that which is not magnitude, and 
by that which is partible that which is impartible ? Shall 
we say it will understand it by a certain impartible part 
of itself ? But if this be the case, that which understands 
will not be body. For there is no need of the whole in 
order to come into contact with the object of its intellec- 
tion ; since contact according to one certain thing is suffi- 
cient. If, therefore, they admit that the first intellections. 
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which is true, are entirely liberated from body, it is neces- 
sary that the nature which intellectually perceives the form 
separate from body of each thing, should know either real 
being, or that which is becoming to be. But if they say that 
intellections are of forms inherent in matter, yet they are 
then only apprehended when by intellect they are separated 
from body. For the separation [i.e. abstraction] of a 
circle and triangle, of a line and a point, is not eftectcjd in 
conjunction with flesh, or in short, with matter. Hence it 
is necessary that the soul also, in a separation of this kind, 
should sepai^te itself from the body. And therefore it is 
necessary that it should not be itself body. I think, like- 
wise, that the beautiful and the just are without magnitude, 
and consequently the intellection of these is unattended 
with magnitude. Hence, these approaching to us are 
apprehended by that which is impartible in the soul, and 
in the soul they reside in the impartible. How also, if the 
soul is body, can temperance and justice be the virtues of 
it, which are its saviours, so far as they are received 
by it? 

IX. There must, therefore, be another nature which 
possesses existence from itself, and such is every thing 
which is truly being, and which is neither generated, nor 
destroyed. For without the subsistence of this, all things 
would vanish into non-entity, and this perishing, would 
not afterwards be generated ; since this imparts safety to 
all other things, and also to the universe which through 
soul is preserved and adorned. For soul is the principle 
of motion, with which it supplies other things, itself 
moving itself, and imparting life to the animated body. 
But it possesses life from itself, which it will never lose, 
because it is derived from itself. For all things do not use 
an adventitious life, or there would be a progression of life 
to infinity. Bnt it is necessary there should be a certain 
nature priinarily vital, which is also necessarily indestruc* 
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tiblo and immortal, as being tlie principle of life to other 
things. Here, likewise, it is requisite that every thing 
divine and blessed should be established, living from itself, 
and existing i)rimarily being, and primarily vital, void of 
essential mutation, and being neither generated nor de- 
stroyed. For whence could it be generated, or into wliat 
could it perish r If, likewise, it is necessary that theapj)el- 
latiou of being should truly belong to this nature, it is 
requisite that it should not at one time exist, and at 
another not; just as a colour which is of itself white, is 
not at one time white, and at another not white. If, how- 
ever, whitent‘ss was [real] being, together with being 
wliite, it would likewise always be. But now it possesses 
wJiiteness alone. Tliat, how'ever, to which being is present 
which is from itself, and is primarily being, will always 
Lave a sub.sistence. Hence, this which is primarily and 
l)erpetually being, ought not to be destitute of life, like a 
stouo, or a piece of wood, but to bo vital, and enjoy a j^ure 
life, in that j)art of itself which is alone permanent. But 
that part of it which is mingled w'iih a subordinate nature 
is ail iinpediuieut to its possession of the best of things, vet 
it does not through this lose its nature, but resumes its 
ancient condition, when it recurs to things which are 
[truly] its own. 

X. That soul, however, is allied to a more divine and 
eternal nature, is evident from its not being body as we 
have demonstrated, and also because it has neither figure 
nor colour. Moreover, this Ukewdse may be shoAvii from 
the following considemtions. It is acknowledged by all of 
us, that every divine nature, and which is trulv being, 
enjoys an excellent and wise life. This, therefore, beiiTg 
admitted, it is necessary to consider in the next place, what 
tlie nature is of our soul. We must assume the soul, how- 
ever, not receiving in the body irrational desires and 
angers, and other passions, but as abolishing all these, and 
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as much as possible having no communication with the 
body. For such a soul as this will perspicuously show 
that evils are an addition to the soul, and are externally 
derived ; and that the most exc^lent things are inherent 
in it when it is jpiirified, viz. wisdom and every other 
virtue, which are its proper possessions. If, therefore, the 
soul is such wlieii it returns to itself, how is it possible it 
should not belong to that nature which wo say is possessed 
by every thing eternal and divine ? For wisdom and true 
virtue being divine, cannot bo inherent in any vile and 
mortal thing ; but that which is of this kind is necessarily 
divine, as being full of divine goods, through an alliance 
and similitude of essence to a divine nature. Ilence, who- 
ever of ns resembles a soul of this description, Avill in soul 
itself differ but little from superior beings; in this alone 
being inferior to them, that he is in body. On which 
account, also, if every man was such, or if the mullitude 
employed souls of this kind, no one would be so incredulous 
as not to believe that our soul is entirely immortal. Now, 
however, men perceiving that the soul of the greater part 
of the human race is defiled with vice, they do not reason 
about it, either as a divine or an immortal thing. But it 
is necessary f in considering the nature of every thing, to direct 
our attention to the imrity of it ; since whatever is added, is 
always an impediment to the knowledge of that to which 
it is added. Consider the soul, therefore, by taking away 
[that which is extraneous] ; or rather, lot him who takes 
this away survey himself, and lie will believe himself to be 
immortal, when he beholds himself in the intelligible 
world, and situated in a pure abode. For he will perceive 
intellect seeing not any thing sensible, nor any of these 
mortal objects, but by an eternal power contemplating that 
which is eternal ; every thing in the intelligible world, and 
itself also being then luminous, in consequence of being 
enlightened by the truth proceeding from the good, which 
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illuminates all intelligibles with reality. By such a soul 
as this, therefore, it may be properly said, ' 

Farewell, a God immortal now am I,^ 

having ascended to divinity, and earnestly striving to be- 
come similar to him. If, however, purification causes the 
soul to have a knowledge of the most excellent things, the 
5ciences also which are inwardly latent will then shine 
forth, and which are triily sciences. For the soul does not 
by running to externals behold temperance and justice, but 
perceives them herself by herself, in the intellection of her- 
self, and of that which she formerly was, and views them 
like statues established in herself, which through time have 
become covered with rust. These she then purifies, just as 
if gold wore animated, and in consequence of being in- 
crusted with eax'th, and not perceiving itself to be gold, 
should be ignorant of itself ; but afterwards shaking off 
the earth which adheres to it, should be filled with admira- 
tion on beholding itself pure and alone. Then, also, it 
would perceive that it has no need of adventitious beauty, 
and would consider with itself that it is then in the best 
condition when it is j)erniitted to be wholly by itself. 

XI. Who, therefore, endued with intellect will doubt 
that a thing of this kind is not immortal, to which in- 
destructible life is present from itself? For how is it 
possible it should perish, since it is not adventitious, and 
is not possessed in the same way as heat is present with 
fire ? I do not mean by this, that heat is adventitious to 
fire, but that it is so to the subject matter of fire, though it 
is not to fire itself. For through this fire is dissolved. 
Soul, however, does not possess life in such a way, as that 
matter is the subject of it, but life acceding, demonstrates 
the presence of soul. For either life is essence, and is an 
essence of such a kind as to live from itself, which is soul, 


^ A celebrated line of Empedocles. 



ON THE IMMORTALITY OF THE SOUL. 


157 


tlie object of our investigation, and this they acknowledge 
to be immortal ; or they must analyze it as a composite. 
This, also, they must analyze, till they arrive at that which 
is immortal, and moved from itself, and to which it is not 
lawful to receive the destiny of death. Or if they say that 
life is a passion adventitious to matter, they are compelled 
to acknowledge that nature to be immortal from which 
this passion was imparted to matter, and which is incapable 
of receiving the contrary to that which it im 2 >arts. For it 
is one nature living in energy. 

XII. Farther still, if they say that every soul is corruj)- 
tible, it would be requisite that all things should have long 
since j)erished. But if they assert that one soul is corru]3. 
tible, and another not, as for instance, that the soul of the 
universe is immortal, but ours not, it is necessary that they 
should assign the cause of this difference. For each is the 
cause of motion, and each lives from itself. Fjaeh, like- 
wise, comes into contact with the same things by the same 
power, intellectually perceiving the natures in the heavens, 
and also those that are beyond the heavens, investigating 
everything which has an essential subsistence, and ascend- 
ing as far as to the first principle of things. To which may 
be added, that it is evident the soul gave being to itself 
prior to the body, from its ability of apprehending what 
each thing is, by itself, from its own inherent spectacles, 
and from reminiscence. And from its employing eternal 
sciences, it is manifest that it is itself perpetual. Besides, 
since everything which can be dissolved receives composi- 
tion, hence, so far as a thing is a composite, it is naturally 
adapted to be dissolved. But soul being one simple energy, 
and a nature characterized by life, cannot be corrupted as 
a composite. Will it, therefore, through being divided 
and distributed into minute parts, perish ? Soul, however, 
is not, as we have demonstrated, a certain bulk or quantity. 
May it not, therefore, through being changed in quality. 
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be corrupted ? Change in quality however which corrupts 
takes away form, but leaves the subject matter. But this 
is the passion of a composite. Hence, if it is not possible 
for the soul to be corrupted according to any of these 
iiKxh's, it is necessarily incorruptible. 

XIII. How, therefore, since the intelligible is separate, 
does the soul descend into body ? ^ Because so far as in- 

’ Souls fall into boilies, (says Proclus in Tiiu. p. 343.) because 
they wish to imitate the providential energies of the Gods, and 
on this account })rocced into generation, and leave the coiitem- 
])hiti<)n of true being. For as divine perfection is twofold, one 
ki»id being intellectual and the other providential, and one kind 
consisting in an abiding energy, but the other in motion, hence 
souls imitate the prolitic, intellectual, and immutable energy of 
the Gods by contemplation, but their providential and motive 
characteristic, through a life conversant with generation. As the 
intelligence too, of the human soul is partial, so likewise is her 
in’ovidenco ; hut being partial it associates with a x^artial body. 
Jhit still further, the descent of the soul contributes to the per- 
fection of tlio universe. For it is necessary that there should not 
only be immortal ami intellectual animals, such as are the per- 
petual attendants of the Gods, nor yet mortal and irrational 
animals only, such as are the last i)rogeT)y of the ])emiurgns of 
the universe, but likewise such as subsist between these, and 
Avhich are by no means [wliolly] immortal, hut are Ctapahle of par- 
ticipating reason and intellect. And in many x>arts of the universe, 
there are many animals of this kind. For man is not the only 
rational and mortal animal, but there are other such-like species, 
some of which are more dannoniacal, and others approximate 
nearer to our essence. But the descents of a partial soul con- 
tribute to the perfect composition of all animals, which are at the 
same time mortal ami rational. 

Should it be again asked. Why, therefore, are partial souls 
descending into g<nicratiun tilled with such material perturbation, 
and such numerous evils ? Wo reply, that this takes place through 
the inclination ai i.sing from their free will ; through their vehe- 
ment familiarity with body; through their sympathy with the 
image of soul, or that divisible life wliich is distributed about the 
body ; through their abundant mutation from an intelligible to a 
scn.sible nature, and from a quiet energy to one entirely couver- 
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tellect alone is impassive in intelligibles, having an intellec- 
tual life alone, it abides there eternally. For it has not 
any impulse, or appetite. But that which receives appetite, 
and is next in order to that intellect, by the addition of appe- 
tite proceeds as it were to a greater extt‘iil, and being de- 
sirous to adorn, in imitation of the forms which it sees in 
intellect, it becomes as it were pregnant from them. 
Hence, b)ec(nning ]>arturieiit, it hastens to make and fabri- 
cate, and through this fe.stination becoming extended about 
a sensible nature, when it subsists in conjunction with the 
soul of the universe, it transcends the subject of its govern- 
inent, by l)eing external to it, and thus together with the 
mundane soul presides over the universe with a providen- 
tial care. But when it wishes to govern a ])art of the 
world, it then governs alone, and becomes [merged] in that 
in which it is ; yet not so as to be wholly absorbed by 
body, but even then it possesses sometliing external to 
body. Hence, neither is the intellect of this soul jxissivo. 
But this soul is at one time in body, and at another ex- 

sant with motion ; and through a disordered condition of being, 
naturally arising from the composition t)f dissimilar natures, viz. 
of the immortal and mortal, of the intellectual and that whi(‘h is 
deprived of intellect, of the indivisible and that which is endured 
with interval. For all these become the cause to the soul of this 
mighty tumult and labour in the realms of generation ; since we 
Xnirsue a flying mockery which is ever in motion. And the soul, 
indeed, by verging to a material life, kindles a light in her dark 
tenement the body, but she herself Ixjcomcs situated in ob.scurity ; 
and by giving life to the body, slie destroys herself and her own 
intellect, in as great a degree as these are capable of receiving 
destruction. For thus the mortal nature participates of intel- 
lect, but the intellectual part of death, and the whole become.s a 
prodigy, as Plato beautifully observes in his Laws, composed of 
the mortal and immortal, of the intellectual and that w'hich is 
deprived of intellect. For this physical law, which binds the 
Boul to the body, is the death of the immortal life, but is the cause 
of vivification to the mortal body ** 
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ternal to it. And being impelled, indeed, to descend from 
first natures, it proceeds as far as to such as rank in the 
third degree, and to those with which we are conversant, 
by a certain energy of intellect ; intellect at the same time 
abiding in itself, and through soul filling every thing with 
all that is beautiful, being an immortal adorner through an 
immortal soul. For intellect itself also exists eternally, 
through unceasing energy. 

XIV. With respect to the souls of other animals, such 
among these as liave fallen from a better condition, and 
have proceeded as far as to brutal bodies, these likewise 
arc necessarily immortal. But if there is another sj^ecies 
of soul, it is necessary that this also should not be derived 
from any other source than a vital nature, since this like- 
wise is the cause of life to animals, and besides this, of the 
life which is in plants. For all these proceeding from the 
same principle, have an appropriate life of their own. And 
these souls also are incorporeal, impartible, and essences. 
If, however, it is requisite that the soul of man being tri- 
partite should be dissolved with the composite, we must 
say that pure souls which are liberated from the body, dis- 
miss that which adhered to them in generation ; but that 
this is accomplished by others in long periods of time. 
That also which is dismissed, is the worst part, nor will 
this be destroyed, as long as that subsists from whence it 
originates. For nothing which is comprehended in being 
perishes. 

XV. And thus much has been said by us to those who 
require demonstration on this subject. But such things 
as should be adduced to those who stand in need of the 
evidence arising from faith mingled with sensible informa- 
tion, may be selected from history, which abounds with in- 
stances in confirmation of the immortality of the soul. It 
may also be obtained from what the Gods have delivered 
in Oracles, when they order' the anger of souls that hav^ 
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been injured, to be appeased ; and likewise honours to be 
paid to the dead, as being still sentient, which honours all 
men pay to departed souls. Many souls also wlio once 
ranked among men, do not cease when liberated from 
bodies to benefit mankind. And these by employing 
divination benefit us in other respects, and demon- 
strate through themselves, that other souls also do not 
perish. 


6 



VIII. 


ON THE THREE HYPOSTASES, THAT 
RANK AS THE PRINCIPLES 
OF THINGS. 

V. L 

I. What is the reason that souls become oblivious of 
divinity, being ignorant both of themselves and him, 
though their allotment is from thence, and they in short 
partake of God ? The principle therefore of evil to them 
is audacity, generation, the first difference,' and the wish 
to exorcise an unrestrained freedom of the will. When, 
therefore, they began to be delighted with this unbounded 
liberty, abundantly employing the power of being moved 
from themselves, they ran in a direction contrary [to their 
first course], and thus becoming most distant from their 
source, they were at length ignorant that they were thence 
deiived. Just as children who are immediately tom from 
their parents, and have for a long time been nurtured at a 
great distance from them, become ignorant both of them- 
selves and their parents. Hence, souls neither seeing their 
father, nor tliemselves, despise themselves through ignor- 
ance of their race, but honour other things, and admiring 

^ The five genera of being are, essence, sameness, difference^ 
motion and permanency. This difference^ therefore, which ranks 
as the first, and which is the source of all diversity, causes souls 
by predominating in them to be forgetful of deity, and themselves. 
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every thing rather than themselves, being vehemently 
astonished about, and adhering to sensible natures, they 
as much as possible hurl themselves [from their true 
parents], and thus despise the beings from which they 
have become elongated. Hence, the honour which they 
pay to sensible objects, and the contempt of themselves, 
happen to be the causes of their all-perfect ignorance. For 
at the same time they pursue and admire sometliiug else, 
and acknowledge themselves to be inferior to that which 
they admire and pursue. But the soul admitting that it 
is something subordinate to things which are generated 
and corrupted, and apprehending that it is the most 
ignoble and mortal of every thing which it honours, 
neither believes in the nature nor power of God. Hence, 
it is necessary that there should be a twofold discourse to 
those who are thus affected, in order to convert llami to the 
contraries [to the things they admire], and to first natures, 
and to elevate them as far as to that which is highest, and 
one, and the first. What, therefore, is each of these dis- 
courses ? One of them, indeed, is that which shows the 
cause why the soul honours these sensible objects, which 
we have elsewhere largely discussed ; but the other teaches 
and reminds the soul of the greatness of its origin, and its 
true dignity ; which discussion is prior to the former, and 
when manifested will render that manifest. Of this, there- 
fore, we must now speak. For this is proximate and con- 
ducive to the object of enquiry. For that which is investi- 
gated is soul ; and what it investigates should bo known by 
it, in order that it may in the first place learn whether it 
has the power of investigating things of this kind ; and 
also whether it has such an eye as is able to see them, and 
whether they are properly objects of its enquiry. For if 
they are foreign to its nature, why should it investigate 
them ? But if they are allied to it, it is expedient and 
possible to discover them. 
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II. Every soul, therefore, ought to consider in the first 
place, that soul produced all animals, and inspired them 
with life; viz. those animals which the earth and sea 
nourish, those which live in the air, and the divine stars 
contained in the heavens. Soul also made the sun ; soul 
made and adorned this mighty heaven. Soul, too, circum- 
volves it in an orderly course, being of a nature different 
from the things which it adorns, which it moves, and 
causes to live, and is necessarily more honourable than 
these. For these are corrupted when soul deserts them, 
and generated when it supplies them with life. Bijit soul 
always exists, because it never deserts itself. What the 
mode is, however, by which life is supplied to the universe, 
and to each of its parts, may be considered to be as follows ; 
Let a certain other soul whose dignity in contemplating is 
not small, being liberated from deception, and the allure- 
ments which fascinate other souls, be established in a 
quiet condition and survey a mighty soul. And let not 
only the surrounding body and the storms of body be at 
rest with respect to it, but the whole of that by which it is 
surrounded. Let the earth, therefore, be still; let the 
sea be still, the air, and the heavens themselves which are 
more excellent than the elements.^ Afterwards, let this 

’ Proolus had evidently this beautiful passage in view, when, in 
his second book “ On the Theology of Plato,” he celebrates the 
ineffable principles of things, with tlie following matchless magni- 
iicence of diction. 

“ Let us now, if ever, remove from ourselves multiform know- 
ledge, exterminate all the variety of life, and in perfect quiet 
approach near to the cause of all things. For this purpose, let not 
only opinion and phantasy be at rest, nor the passions alone which 
impede our anagogic impulse to the first be at peace ; but let the 
air be still, and the universe itself be still. And let all things 
extend us with a tranquil power to communion with tl^e ineffable. 
Let us also, standing there, having transcended the intelligible (if 
we contain any thing of this kind), and ^Wth nearly closed eyes 
adoring as it were the rising sun since it is not lawful for any 
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quiet soul behold that other mighty soul, externally as it 
were, on all sides flowing and infused into, penetrating and 
illuminating the quiescent mass. For just as the rays of 
the sun darting on a dark cloud cause it to become 
splendid, and golden to the view, thus also, soul entering 
into the body of heaven gave it life, gave it immortality, 
and excited it from its torpid state. But heaven being 
moved with a perpetual motion, through the guidance of 
a wise soul, became a blessed animal. It also acquired 
dignity through soul becoming its inhabitant, since, prior 
to soul, it was a dead body, viz. earth and water, or rather 
the darkness of matter and non-entity ; and, as some one 
says, that which the Gods abhor. The power, liowever, 
and nature of soul will become still more apparent and 
manifest, if any one directs his attention to the manner in 
which it comprehends and leads heaven by its will. For it 
gives itself to the whole of this vast magnitude ; and 
every interval, both great and small, is animated by it; 
one body indeed, being situated differently from another, 
and some bodies being opposite, but others being sus- 
pended from each other. This, how'ever, is not the ease 

being whatever intently to behold him — let us survey the sun 
whence the light of the intelligible gods i)roceeds, emerging, as 
the poets say, from the bosom of the ocean ; and again, from this 
divine tranquillity descending into intellect, and from intellect, 
employing the reasonings of tho soul, let us relate to ourselves 
what the natures are, from which, in this progression, we shall 
consider the first god as exempt. And let us as it were celebrate 
him, not as establishing the earth and the heavens, nor as giving 
subsistence to souls, and the genew.tlons of all animals; for he 
produced these indeed, but among the last of things. But, prior 
to these, let us celebrate him, as unfolding into light the whole 
intelligible and intellectual genus of gods, together with all the 
supermundane and mundane divinities — as the god of all gods^ the 
unity of all unities, and beyond the first adyta, — as more ineffable 
than all silence, and more unknown than all essence, — as holy 
among the holies, and concealed in the intelligible gods.” 
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with soul. For it does not give life to individuals, through 
a division of itself into minute parts, but it vivifies all 
things with the whole of itself; and the whole of it is 
present every where, in a manner similar to its generator, 
both according to oneness and ubiquity. Heaven, also, 
tliough it is ample, and different parts of it have a dif- 
ferent situation, yet is one through the power of soul. And 
through this the sensible world is a God. The sun, like- 
wise, is a God, Ix'cause it is animated. And this is also 
the case with the other stars. Whatever we too possess, 
wo ])Ossess on account of this. For dead bodies are more 
worthless than dunghills. It is necessary, however, that 
soul, which is the cause to Gods [be. to the mundane 
Gods] of their being Gods, should be itself a more ancient 
God. Similar to this likewise is our soul. And when it 
is surveyed in a pure condition, without any thing ex- 
traneous adhering to it, this same thing which is soul will 
be found to be a venerable thing, and more honourable 
than every corporeal nature. For [perhaps without soul 
all things would be earth. And though fire should then 
exist, what would there be [venerable] in its burning 
power, or in the composites frojn fire and earth, even 
though you should add to these, water and air ? But if 
body is an object of pursuit because it is animated, why 
does any one, neglecting himself, pursue another thing? 
Since, therefore, you admire soul in another thing, admire 
yourself. 

III. Honc‘e, as the soul is so honourable and divine a 
thing, now confiding in a cause of this kind, ascend with it 
to divinity. For you will not be very distant from him ; 
nor are the intermediate natures many. In this, therefore, 
which is divine, receive that part which is more divine, viz. 
the vicinity of the soul to that which is sui^ernal, to which 

^ It appears from the version of Ficinus, that the words iinas dvtv 
ought to be supplied in this place. 
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the soul is posterior, and from which it proceeds. For 
though it is so great a thing as we have demonstrated it 
to be, yet it is a certain image of intellect. And, just as 
external discourse is an image of the discursive energy 
within the soul, after the same maimer, soul, and the 
whole of its energy, are the discourse of intellect, and a life 
which it emits in order to the hypostasis of another thing ; 
just as in fire, the inherent heat of it is one thing, and the 
heat Which it imparts another. It is necessary, however, 
to assume there, not a life flowing forth, but pai*tly abiding 
in intellect, and partly giving subsistence to another life. 
Hence, since soul is derived from intellect, it is intellectual, 
and the intellect ' of soul is conversant with discursive 
energies. And again, the perfection of soul is from in- 
tellect, as from a father that nourishes it, who generated 
soul, as with reference to himself, not perfect. This 
hypostasis, therefore, is from intellect, and is also reason 
in energy when it perceives intellect. For when it looks to 
intellect, it possesses internally, and appropriately, the 
things which it understands, and the energies which it 
performs. And it is necessary to call those energies alone 
the energies of the soul, which are intellectual and dwell 
with it. But its subordinate energies have an external 
source, and are the passions of a soul of this kind. 
Intellect, therefore, causes the soul to be more divine, both 
because it is the father of it, and because it is j^resent with 
it. For there is nothing between them, excei)t the differ- 
ence of one with reference to the other, soul being suc- 
cessive to, and the recipient of intellect; but intellect 
subsisting as form. The matter also of intellect is beauti- 
ful, since it has the form of intellect, and is simple. The 
great excellence, however, of intellect, is manifest from 
this, that though soul is such as we have described it to 
be, yet it is surpassed by intellect. 

IV. This also will be evident to him who admires this 
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sensible world ; who surveys its magnitude and beauty, 
and the order of its jjerpetual motion ; the Gods it con- 
tains, some of whom are visible, and others invisible ; and 
the daemons, animals and jdauts, with which it is replete ; 
and who ascends from these to its archetype, and the more 
true world [of which this is the image] . For there he will 
behold all intelligibles, which together with the intelligible 
world are eternal, and subsist in an appropriate intelli- 
gence and life. An undecaying intellect, likewise, and 
immense wisdom preside over this intelligible world; 
and a life which is in reality under Saturn, flourishes 
there ; Saturn being a God, and a pure intellect. For he 
comprehends in himself all immortal natures, every intel- 
lect, every God, and every soul, all which subsist in him 
with invariable stability. For why should ho seek after 
change, since he possesses an excellent condition of being ? 
Or whither should he transfer himself, since he possesses 
all things with himself V But neither, being most perfect, 
will he seek to be increased. Hence, all things that are 
with him are perfect, in order that he may be entirely 
perfect, having nothing which does not partake of perfec- 
tion ; and possessing nothing in himself which he does not 
intellectually perceive. But he intellectually perceives, 
not investigating, but possessing.' Its blessedness, also, is 
not adventitious to it, but it possesses all things in eternity. 
And it is itself truly eternity, which time running round 
soul imitates, omitting some things, but applying itself to 
others. For other and again other things are about soul ; 
since at one time the form of Socrates, and at another the 
form of horse present themselves to its view ; and always 
one certain thing among the number of beings. But 
intellect has all things. Hence, it possesses in the same 
all things established in the same. It likewise alone is, 

^ Conformably to this, Aristotle also, in his Metaphysics, says 
of intellect, ** that it energizes possessing,” hipyu dk 
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and is always, but is never future; for when the future 
aiTives, it then also is ; nor is it the past. For nothing 
there has passed away, but all things abide in the present 
710W ; since they are things of such a kind, as to be satis- 
fied with themselves thus subsisting. But each of them is 
intellect and being. And the whole is every intellect, and 
every being. Intellect, therefore, derives its subsistence 
as intellect, from the intellection of being.' But being 
subsists as being, through becoming the object of in- 
tellectual perception to intellect, and through imparting 
to it, intellection and existence. There is, however, 
another cause of intellection, which is also the cause of 
existence to being. Of both therefore at once, there is 
another cause. For both these are con-subsistent, and 
never desert each other. But being two, this one thing 
[resulting from both] is at once intellect ; and is being, 
intellective, and intelligible. It is intellect, indeed, so far 
as it is intellective ; but being, so far as it is intelligible 
[or the object of perception to intellect]. For intellectual 
perception could not subsist, difference and sameness not 
existing. Intellect, therefore, being, difference and same- 
ness, are the first of things. But it is likewise necessary to 
assume together with these, motion and permanency. And 
motion, indeed, is necessary if being intellectually per- 
ceives ; but permanency in order that it may remain the 
same ; and difference, in order that it may bo intellective 
and intelligible. For if you take away difference from it, 
then becoming one it will be perfectly silent. It is neces- 
sary, however, that intellective natures should be different 
from each other ; and that they should also be the same 
with each other, since they subsist in the same thing, and 
there is something common in all of them. Diversity, 

^ Instead of 6 fikv odv vovc, kutA rb votlv v^kttAq, rb it is 
necessary to read as in the above tran.s]ation, b iiiv ovv vovc, xard 
rb votiv v^uttAc rb bv4 
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likewise, is otherness. But these becomin^f many produce 
number and quantity. And the peculiarity of each of 
these produces quality, from all which, as principles, other 
things proceed. 

V. This exuberant God, therefore, exists in the soul 
which is here, being conjoined to him by things of this 
kind, unless it wishes to depart from him. Approaching 
therefore to, and as it were becoming one with him, it en- 
quires as follows Who is ho that, being simple and prior 
to a multitude of this kind, generated this God ? Who is 
the cause of his existence, and of his being exuberant, and 
by whom number was produced ? For number is not the 
tirst of things ; since the one is prior to the duad. But the 
duad is the second thing, and being generated by the 07 ie, is 
defined by it. The duad, however, is of itself indefinite. 
But when it is defined, it is now' number. And it is 
number as essence. Soul also is number. For neither 
corjjoreal masses nor magnitudes are the first of things. 
For those gross substance which sense fanc-ies to be beings, 
are things of a posterior nature Nor is the moisture 
which is in seeds honourable, but that contained in them, 
which is not visible. But tliis is number and reason [or a 
productive principle]. What are said therefore to be 
number and the duad in the intelligible world, are reasons 
and intellect. But the duad indeed is indefinite, when it 
is assumed as analogous to a subject. Number, however, 
which proceeds from it and the one, is each form of things ; 
intellect being as it were formed by the si)ecies of things 
which are generated it it. But it is formed in one mannei 
from the one, and in another from itself, in the same 
manner as sight which is in energy. For intelligence is 
sight perceiving, both being one. 

VI. How, therefore, does intelligence see; what does it see; 
and, in short, how does it subsist ; and how is it generated from 
the one, so that it may see ? JFor now indeed the soul perceives 
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tbe necessity of the existence of these thinji^s. It desires, how- 
ever, to understand this which is so much spoken of by the 
wise men of antiquity, viz. how from the one being sucli as 
we have said it is, each thing has its subsistence, whether 
it be multitude, or the duad, or number ; and why the one 
did not abide in itself, but so great a multitude flowed from 
it, as is seen to have an existence, and which we think 
should be referred to the one. We must say, tlierefore, as 
follows, ini^ohing God himself, not with external S2wech, hut 
with the sonl itself extending ourselves in pra xjer to him, since 
we shall then he able to pray to him }xroperly, when we 
approach hy ourselves alone to the alone. It is necessary, 
therefore, that f be beholder of him, being in himself as if 
in the interior part of a temple, and quietly abiding in an 
eminence beyond all things, should survey the statues as 
it were which arc established outwardly, or rather that 
statue which first shines forth to the view, and after 
the following manner behold that which is naturally 
adapted to be beheld. With respect to every tiling that is 
moved,' it i.s necessary there should be something to which 
it is moved. For if there is nothing of this kind, we 
should not admit that it is moved. But if any thing 
is generated posterior to that to which the moveable nature 
tends, it is necessary that it should always be generated in 
consequence of that jirior cause being converted to itself. 
Let, however, the generation which is in time be now 
removed from us who are discoursing about eternal beings. 
And if in the course of the discussion we attribute genera- 
tion to things which exist eternally, let it be considered as 
indicative of cause and order. Hence, that which is from 
thence generated, must be said to be generated, the cause 
not being moved. For if something was generated in con- 
sequence of that cause being moved, the thing generated 

^ Instead of 'nitvra rtp Kipovfiivtfi in this place, it is necessary to 
read iiri ‘Tcavr'i rt^ Kivovfitvfft, 
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after the motion would be the third, and not the secon i from 
the cause. It is necessary, therefore, the cause being 
immoveable, that if any thing secondary subsists after 
it, this second nature should be produced, without the 
cause cither verging to it, or consulting,' or in short being 
moved. How, therefore, and what is it necessary to con- 
ceive about that abiding cause ? We must conceive a sur- 
rounding splendour, proceeding indeed from this cause, 
but from it in a permanent state, like a light from the sun 
shining, and as it were running round it, and being gene- 
rated from it, the cause itself always abiding in the same 
immoveable condition. All beings, likewise, as long as 
they remain, necessarily produce from their own essence, 
about themselves, and externally from the power which is 
present with them, a nature whose hypostasis is suspended 
from them, and which is as it were an image of the arche- 
type from which it proceeded. Thus fire emits from itself 
indeed heat, and snow not only retains cold within itself 
[but imparts it to other things]. This, however, such 
things as are fragrant especially testify. For as long 
as they exist, something proceeds from them, of which 
whatever is near them partakes. All such things, like- 
wise, as are now perfect generate ; but that which is always 
perfect, always generates, and that which it produces is per- 
petual. It also generates something less than itself. What, 
therefore, is it requisite to say of that which is most per- 
fect? Shall we say that nothing proceeds from it; or 
rather that the greatest things posterior to it are its pro- 
geny? But the greatest thing posterior to it, and the 
second, is intellect. For intellect sees it, and is in want of 
it alone. But this most perfect nature is not in want of 
intellect. It is also necessary that the thing generated 
from that which is better than intellect, should be intellect. 


^ For ^ovXfiOivroQ here^ it J|^ requisite to read /3ovXtv9h^C. 
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And intellect is superior to all things after the first, because 
other things are posterior to it. Thus, for instance, soul is 
the reason of intellect, and a certain energy of it, just as 
intellect of that first God [who is beyond intellect]. But 
the reason of soul is indeed obscure. For as it is the image 
of intellect, on this account it is necessary tliat it should 
look to intellect. After the same manner also, it is neces- 
sary that intellect should look to the highest God, in order 
that it may be intellect. It sees him, however, not 
separated from him, but because it is after him, and there 
is nothing between ; as neither is there any thing between 
soul and intellect. But every thing desires its generator. 
This also it loves, and especially when that which is gene- 
rated and the generator are alone. When, however, that 
which generates is the most excellent of things, the thing 
begotten is necessarily present with it in such a manner, as 
to be separated by otherness ^ alone. 

VII. But we say that intellect is the image of this most 
excellent nature. For it is necessary to speak more clearly. 
In the first place, indeed, it is necessary that intellect 
should in a certain respect be generated, and preserve [in 
itself] much of its generator ; and also that it should have 
such a similitude to it, as light has to the sun. Its gene- 
rator, however, is not intellect. How therefore did he 
generate intellect [so far as it is intellect] ? May we not 
say, because intellect, by conversion, looks to him ? But 
the vision itself is intellect. For that which apprehends 
another thing, is either sense or intellect. And sense 
indeed may be compared to a line, but the other gnostic 

* In the original irtp6nfin, which is derived from erepog another. 
And this word Ss properly used when we speak of two things only. 
Hence, ircpdnjc must not be considered in this place as merely 
signifying difference; for universally one thing is separated from 
another by difference, but as denoting the greatest proximity and 
alliance. 
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powers of the soul to a circle. A circle, however, of this 
kind is as it were j)artible. But this is not the case with 
intellect. Or may we not say that this also is one? But 
the one liere is the power of all things. Hence intelligence 
surveys those things of which it is the power, divided as it 
were from the power ; for otherwise it would not be intel- 
lect. For intellect now possesses from itself a co- sensation 
as it were of the great extent of its power ; in which power, 
its essence, consists. Intellect, therefore, through itself 
defines its own being, by a power derived from him [i.e. 
from the first God.] and perceives that essence is as it were 
one of the ]>arts of and from him, and that it is corrobo- 
rated by him, and perfected by and from him into essence. 
It sees, however, itself derived from thence, as something 
which is as it were partible from that which is impartible ; 
and not only it self, but life, and intellection, and all things, 
because the first God is nothing of all things. For on this 
account all things are from him, because ho is not detained 
by a certain form. For he is one alone. And intellect, in- 
deed, in the order of beings is all tilings. But he on this 
account is none of the things Avhich are in intellect ; and all 
things which have a subsistence among beings are derived 
from him. Hence also these are esseni'es. For they are 
now definite, and each possesses as it were a form. Being, 
however, ought not to be surveyed in that which is as 
it were indefinite, but as fixed by bound and permanency. 
But permanency in intelligibles is circumscription and 
form, in which also they receive their hypostasis. This 
intellect, therefore, which deserves the appellation of the 
most pure intellect, and which is of the genus of intelli- 
gibles, originates from no other source than the first prin- 
ciple. And being now generated, it generates together 
with itself beings, all the beauty of ideas, and all the intel- 
ligible Gods. Being, likewise, full of the things which it 
generates, and as it were absorbing its progeny, it again con- 
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tains them in itself, and does not suffer them to fall into 
matter, nor to he nourished by Ehea, as the mysteries and 
the fables about the Gods obscurely indicate. For they say 
that Saturn the most wise God was born prior to Jupiter, 
and that he again contains the things which he generates, 
in himseK, so far as he is full, and an intellect charac- 
terized by purity. But after this they say that he gene- 
rated Jupiter, who was now a boy [t.e., pure and full]. 
For intellect, being a perfect intellect, generates soul. For 
being perfect it is requisite that it should generate, 
and since it is so great a power that it should not be uii- 
prolific. Neither here, however, is it possible that the 
thing generated should be more excellent thjiu the gene- 
rator ; but being inferior, it is necessary that it should be 
an image of it. In a similar manner it is requisite that it 
should be indefinite, but bounded, and as it were invested 
with form by its generator. But the progeny of intellect 
is a certain reason, and an hypostasis which energizes 
dianoetically. This, however, is that which is moved about 
intellect, is the light of intellect,’ and a vestigie suspended 
from it. Hence, according to one part of itself it is con- 
joined with it, and on this account it is replete with 
and enjoys it, participates of, and intellectually perceives 
it ; but according to another part, it comes into contact 
with things posterior to itself, or rather, generates them, 
and which are necessarily inferior to soul. About these, 
however, we shall speak hereafter. And as far as to these 
is the progression of divine natures. 

VIII. On this account all things are distributed by 
Plato in a triple order about the king of all. For he says, 
“that all things are about the king of all;”^ second 

^ t,e. Is a light emanating from intellect. 

* There is evidently a defect here in the original ; for there ia 
nothing more than (pijcri yap irpu/ra. But the word.s of Plato in his 
second Epistle are vipi rbv rravr^v ^actikka redvr' iari, xal Utivov 
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things about that which is second^ and such as are third 
about that which ranks as the third.** He also says that 
this king is the father' of cause, denominating intellect 
cause. For with Plato, intellect is the demiurgus. But 
he says that this cause produced soul in that Crater [men- 
tioned by him in the Timaeus]. The cause, however, being 
intellect, he says that the father^ is the goody and that 
which is beyond intellect, and beyond essence. In many 
places, also, he calls being and intellect idea ; so that from 
Plato we may know that intellect and idea are from the 
goody but soul from intellect. These assertions, however, 
are not new, nor of the present time, but were delivered 
by the ancients, though not explicitly, and what has now 
been said by us is an interpretation of them. That these 
opinions also are ancient, is testified and confirmed by the 
writings of Plato. Parmenides, therefore, prior to Plato, 
adopted this opinion, so far as he collects into one and 
the same thing being and intellect. Being, likewise, he 
does not place among sensibles. For he says, that to 
•perceive intellectually y and to hsy are the same thing. He 
also says, that this is immoveabley though he adds, that it 
perceives intellectually y removing from it all corporeal 
motion in order that it may abide invariably the same. 
And he assimilates it to the bulk of a sphere, because 
it contains all things involved in itself, and because its 
intellootion is not external to but in its own essence. 
When, likewise, in his writings he calls it one, he alludes 
to the cause of it, as if this one [of intellect] was found to 
be many. The Parmenides, however, in Plato, speaking 
more accurately, divides from each other this and the first 
one, which is more principally one. He also calls the 

tvtm ffni'ra, koI ^ictivo ainov aTravruv rwv icaXa>v, dtmpop Si irepi rd 
Stvnpay Kai rpirov rrspi rd rpira, 

^ Trapd here is erroneously printed for irar^pa. 

• There is the same error in the original here as above. 
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second one many, and the third, one and many. And after 
this manner, he likewise accords with the doctrine of the 
three [above mentioned] natures. 

IX. But Anaxagoras, when he says that there is a pui*e 
and unmingled intellect, admits also that the first [principle 
of things] is simple, and that the one is separate. On account 
of antiquity, however, he omits the accurate discussion of 
these things. Heraclitus, also, knew an eternal and intelli- 
gible one. For he says, that bodies are always rising into 
existence, or becoming to he, and flowing. With Empedocles, 
strife ' in Jieed divides, but friendship is the one ; and this 
according to him is incorporeal. But the elements are 
arranged by him analogous to matter. Aristotle, however, 
afterwards asserts that the first principle is separate and 
intelligible. But when he says that it intellectually per- 
ceives itself, again he makes it not to be the first.** When 
also he introduces many other intelligibles, and as many 
as there are spheres in the heavens, in order that each of 
these may move each of the spheres, he speaks of intelli- 
gibles in a way different from Plato, and not being aide 
to assign probable reasons, adduces necessity. It may also 
be opportunely observed, that it is more reasonable to refer 
all the spheres to one co-ordination, and to assort that tlicy 
look to one thing, and the first cause of all. Moreover, it 
may likewise be asked, whether according to him the many 
intelligibles are from one first cause, or whether there are 
many principles in intelligibles ? And if indeed they are 
from one first, they will be analogously arranged, like 


' In the original, d-Kog instead of vtiKog, 

^ Aristotle in his writings ascended no higher than the intel- 
ligible, and this with him is the first principle. And perhaps this 
was because he knew that the nature which is beyond the intel- 
ligible is perfectly ineffable and unknown, and therefore accurately 
speaking, is even beyond principle. See my translation of his 
Metaphysics. 
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the spheres in the sensible nniverse, one comprehending 
anotlier, but one external to them ruling over all of them. 
So that the first will there comprehend , the rest, and there 
will 1)0 an intelligible world. As here, likewise, the spheres 
are not empty, but the first is full of stars, and all the 
rest have stars ; so there also the moving causes will 
(jontaiii many things in themselves, and what is there con- 
tained will have a more true subsistence. But if each is a 
principle, the principles will subsist fortuitously. And it 
may bo asked, why they subsist and accord in accomplish- 
ing one work, viz. the concord of all heaven. How, like- 
wise, are the sensible natures in the heavens equal to the 
intelligible and motive causes. And how are they thus 
many being incorporeal, since matter does not separate 
them from each other. Hence, those ancients who especially 
enibraced the doctrines of Pythagoras and his followers, 
and of Pherecydes, were investigators of this intelligible 
essence. Some of them, however, committed discussions 
of tliese things to writing, but others delivered them not 
ill writing, but unfolded them in unwritten discourses, or 
wholly dismissed the consideration of them. 

X. It has been shown, however, as far as it is j)ossible 
to demonstmte about things of this kind, that it is requisite 
to think that beyond being there is the one^ such as reason 
wishes to unfold ; that next to this, being and intellect 
subsist ; and that, in the third place, follows the nature of 
soul. But, as in the nature of things there are these three 
hypostases, so likewise it is proper to think, that the above 
mentioned three subsist with us. I do not moan to assert 
that they are to be found in sensibles ; for they have a sepa- 
rate subsistence ; but that they are external to sensibles, and 
external after the same manner in man also, as the three 
which we have been considering are external to all heaven. 
This, however, is such a man as Plato calls the inward 
man. Our soul, therefore, is likewise something divine, 



ON THE THREE HYPOSTASES. 


179 


and of a nature different from sensibles, such as is the 
whole nature of soul. But the soul is perfect which pos- 
sesses intellect. With respect to iiitellecit, however, one 
kind is a reasoning intellect, but another iinj)arts the 
power of reasoning. He, therefore, will not err who places 
in the intelligible order of things this reasoning intellect 
of the soul, which is not in want of any corporeal organ 
to the subsistence of its discursive energy, but which pos- 
sesses the energy of itself in purity, in order that it may 
ri‘ason purely, in as great perfection as possible. For we 
must not inquire after a place where we may establish it, 
but it must be arranged external to all place. For thus 
that which is from itself, the external, and the immaterial 
subsist, when they are atone, and have nothing from a 
corporeal nature. On this account, also, Plato in the 
Tiniaeus says, ** that the Demiurgus surroundc^d tlie body 
of the universe with soul,*^ indicating that part of the 
mundane soul which abides in the intelligible. Concerning 
our soul, likewise, concealing his meaning, ho says, in the 
Pheedrus, that it sometimes hides its head in the heavens, 
and sometimes elevates it beyond them.^ The exhortation, 
too, in the Phmdo, to separate the soul from the body, does 
not relate to a local separation, which is effected by nature, 
but insinuates that the soul should not verge to imagina- 
tions, and to an alienation from itself, by a tendency to 
body. He also indicates that we should elevate tlie remain- 
ing [i.e. the irrational] form of the soul, and lead it on 
high together with the superior part of it ; and that the 
part which is established in the sensilde region, and is 
alone the fabricator and plastic maker of body, should like- 
wise be engaged in an employment of this kind. 

XI. Since, therefore, the soul reasons about things just 

' I have followed the version of Ficinua in this place, as the 
original is ohvionsly defective: for there is nothing more than, 
iiri Sk in icpuTrrwi/, lir* wepa ftpifcc ry KttftaXy, 
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and beautiful, and inquires bj a reasoning process whether 
this thing is just, and that is beautiful, it is necessary there 
should be something stably just, from which the reasoning 
of the soul originates ; or how could it reason ? And if 
the soul at one time reasons about these things, but at 
another time not, it is necessary there should be an intel- 
lect in us, which does not reason about, but always pos- 
sesses the just. It is likewise necessary that we should 
contain the principle and cause of intellect, and God ; the 
latter of these not being divisible, but abiding, yet not in 
place, [but in himself,] and again being surveyed in each 
of the multitude of things that are able to receive him. 
They receive him, however, as something different from 
themselves ; just as the centre of a circle is in itself, but 
each of the lines in the circle has its summit terminating 
in the centre, and the several lines tend with their pecu- 
liarity to this. For by a thing of this kind which is in 
us,^ we also touch, associate with, and ai*e suspended from 
deity. But we are established in it more or less according 
as we converge to it in a greater or less degree. 

XII. How, therefore, does it hapj)en, since we possess 
things of such great dignity, that we do not apprehend 
them, but for the most part are sluggish with respect to 
such like energies? And there are some who do not 
energize about them at all. Intellect, indeed, and that 
which, prior to intellect, is always in itself, are always 
employed in their own energies. Soul, likewise, is thus 
that which is always moved. For not every thing which 
is in the soul is now sensible ; but it arrives to us when it 
proceeds as far as to sense. When, however, each thing in 
us energizing, does not impart itself to the sensitive power, 
it does not yet proceed through the whole soul. Hence we 
have not yet any knowledge of the energy, because we 

^ This is called by Proclus, tAe one, flower, and sammit of the 
soul, and is that in which our truest being consists. 
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exist in conjunction with the sensitive power, and are not 
a part of the soul, but the whole soul. And farther still, 
each of the psychical animals in us, always energizes 
essentially according to its peculiarity ; but we then only 
recognize the energy, when there is a participation and 
apprehension of it. It is necessary, therefore, in order that 
there may be an apprehension of things which are thus 
present, that the animadversive power should be converted 
to the interior of the soul, and there fix its attention. Just 
as if some one waiting to hear a voice which is pleasing to 
him, should separate himself from other voices, and excite 
his hearing to the pereception of the more excellent sound, 
when it approaches. Thus, also, here it is necessary to 
dismiss sensible auditions, except so far as is necessary, 
and to preserve the animadversive power of the soul pure, 
and prepared to hear supernal sounds. 



IX. 

ON INTELLECT, IDEAS,^ AND [REAL] 
BEING. 

V. xi. 

I. Since all men from their birth employ sense prior to 
intellect, and are necessarily first conversant with sensibles, 
some proceeding no farther pass through life, considering 
these as the first and last of things, and apprehending 
that whatever is painful among these is evil, and whatever 
is pleasant is good ; thus thinking it sufficient to pursue 
the one and avoid the other. Those too among them, who 
pretend to a greater share of reason than others, esteem 
this to be wisdom, being affected in a manner similar to 
more heavy birds, who collecting many things from the 
earth, and being oppressed with the weight, are unable to 
fly on high, though they have received wings for this pur- 
pose from nature. But others are in a small degree elevated 
from things subordinate, the more excellent part of the 
soul recalling them from pleasure to a more worthy pursuit. 
As they are, however, unable to look on high, and as not 
possessing any thing else w’hich can afford them rest, they 
betake themselves together with the name of virtue to 

' For a more ample discussion of Ideas than is contained in this 
treatise of Plotinus, see the Introduction and Notes to my trans- 
lation of the “ Parmenides of Plato,” and the notes to my transla- 
tion of Aristotle’s “ Metaphysics,” in which the reader will find 
treasures of antiquity on this subject unfolded. 
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actions and the election of things inferior, from which they 
at first endeavoured to raise themselves, though in vain. In 
the third class is the race of divine men, wlio through a 
more excellent power, and with piercing eyes, acutely per- 
ceive supernal light, to the vision of which they raise them- 
selves above the clouds and darkness as it were of this 
lower world, and there abiding despise every thing in 
these regions of sense ; being no otherwise delighted with 
the place which is truly and properly tlieir own, than lie 
who after many wanderings is at length resiored to his 
lawful country. 

II. What then is this place ? And how may some one 
arrive at it? He, indeed, will arrive thitlnu*, who is by 
nature amatory, and who is truly a jihilosopher in dis- 
position from the beginning. For as being amatory, he 
will be parturient about the beautiful, yet will not be 
satisfied with the beauty which is in body, but will tly from 
thence to the beauty of soul, to virtues and scienc(?s, studies 
and laws, and will again from these ascend to the cause of 
the beauty contained in soul. If, also, there is a beauty 
prior to this, he wull ascend tn it, till he at length arrives 
at that which is first, and which is beautiful from itself. 
Having likewise arrived hither, he will be liberated from 
his parturiency, but not before. But how will be ascend, 
whence does he derive the power of ascending, and what 
is the reasoning which will conduct this love [to the 
desired end ?] Is it the following ? This beauty which is 
in bodies, is adventitious to bodies. For the morphcc, or 
forms themselves of bodies, are in them as in matter. The 
subject, therefore, is changed, and from being beautiful 
becomes deformed. Hence reason says that body is beautiful 
by participation. What is it then which causes body to 
be beautiful ? This, indeed, is effected in one way by the 
presence of beauty, but in another by soul, which fashions 
body, and inserts in it a morphe, or form of such a kind. 
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What then ? Is soul of itself beautiful or not ? Certainly 
not; since if it were, one soul would not be wise and 
beautiful, but another unwise and base. Hence, the beauty 
which is in soul is derived from wisdom. Who is it, there- 
fore, that imparts wisdom to the soul ? Is it not neces- 
sarily intellect ? But it is an intellect, which is not at one 
time intellect, and at another deprived of it ; for it is true 
intellect, and which is therefore beautiful from itself. Is 
it then necessary to stop here as at that which is first, 
or is it requisite to pass beyond intellect? Intellect, 
indeed, as with reference to us precedes the first principle 
of things, announcing as it were in the vestibules of the 
good, that all things subsist in itself ; as being a multi- 
tudinous impression of the good which entirely abides in 
unity. 

III. This nature, however, of intellect must be con- 
sidered, which reason announces to be truly being, and 
true essence, previously confirming, by proceeding in 
another way, [what we have before asserted] that it is 
necessary there should be a certain nature of this kind. 
Perhaps, therefore, it is ridiculous to investigate whether 
intellect ranks in the order of beings; though perhaps 
some persons may be dubious concerning this. And they 
may be in a still greater degree dubious whether there is 
such an intellect as we have maintained there is, and 
which is separate * [from soul]. Likewise, whether this 
intellect is [real] beings, and whether it contains the nature 
of forms, about which we now propose to speak. We see, 
therefore, that all the things which are said to exist are 
composites, and that no one of them is simple, whether 
they are fashioned by art, or constituted by nature. For 
artificial substances consist of brass, or wood, or stone, and 
do not yet obtain perfection from these, till they are 


For ax^Pioro^ here, it is necessary to read 
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elaborated by the seiseial arts, one of which produces 
a statue, another a bed, and another a house, and each 
effects this by the insertion of the form which it contains. 
Moreover, with respect to the things which are constituted 
by nature, such of them as are composed of many pai-ti- 
culars, and which are said to be co-niingled, may be 
analyzed into the form which is inherent in all substances 
that are mingled together. Thus man may be analyzed 
into soul and body; and body into the four elements. 
But finding that each of these is a composite, consisting of 
matter and that which gives it form (for the matter of the 
elements is of itself formless) you will again also investi- 
gate respecting the soul, whether it now ranks among 
simple natures, or whether one thing in it lias the relation 
of matter, but another, viz. the intellect which it contains, 
the relation of form ; one indeed being analogous to the 
morphe in brass, but the other to the artist who produces 
that tnorphe. He, likewise, who transfers these very same 
things to the universe, will also here ascend to intellect, 
and will admit that it is truly the maker and demiurgus 
[of all things]. He will, likewise, say that the subject 
matter receiving forms, becomes either fire or water, or 
air, or earth ; but that these forms proceed from another 
cause, and that this is soul. Again, also, he will assert, 
that soul imparts morphe to the four elements of the 
world; but that intellect becomes the sui>i)lier of pro- 
ductive principles to soul; just as productive principles 
being inserted from the arts in the souls of artists enable 
them to energize [according to art]. With respect to 
intellect, also, one which is as the form of the soul is 
analogous to morphe, but another which imparts this form, 
is analogous to the maker of the statue, in whom all things 
are inherent which he imparts. The things, however, 
which body receives, are now nothing more than images 
and imitations. 
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IV. Why, therefore, is it necessary to ascend to soul, and 
yet not admit that it is the first of things ? Is it not be- 
cause in the first place, indeed, intellect is different from, 
and more excellent than soul? But that which is more 
excellent is prior by nature. For soul when perfect, does 
not, as some fancy it docs, generate intellect. For whence 
will that wliich is in capacity become in energy, unless 
there is a cause which leads into energy? Since if it 
becomes in energy casually, it is possible that it may 
not proceed ir)to energy. Hence, it is necessary that first 
natures should bo established in energy, and that they 
should be uniudigent and perfect. But imperfect natures 
are posterior to them. The progeny also of imperfect, are 
perfected by first natures, who after the manner of fathers 
give perfection to what posterior natures generated imper- 
fect from the beginning. That, likewise, which is gene- 
rated, has at first the relation of matter to the maker of it, 
but is afterwards rendered perfect by the participation of 
form. But if it is necessary that soul should be connected 
with passion, and if it is likewise necessary that there 
should be something impassive, or all things would perish 
in time ; it is noc('ssary that there should be something 
prior to soul. And, if soul is in the world, but it is neces- 
sary there should be something beyond the world, on this 
acccount also it is necessary that there should be some- 
thing prior to soul. For if that which is in the world, is in 
body and matter, nothing would remain the same [if that 
which is mundane only existed]. So that man, and all 
l^roductive principles, would not be perpetual, nor always 
the same. Hence, that it is necessary intellect should be 
prior to soul, may be surveyed from these and many other 
arguments. 

V. It is necessary, however, to consider intellect truly so 
called neither as intellect in capacity, nor as proceeding 
from the privation to the possession of intellect For if 
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we do not, we must again investigate another intellect 
prior to this. But we must assume intellect in energy, and 
and which is always intellect. If such an intellect, how- 
ever, has not an adventitious intellection, whatever it intel- 
lectually perceives, it, perceives from itself. And whatever 
it possesses, it possesses from itself. But if it perceives 
intellectually by and from itself, it is itself that which it 
perceives. For if the essence of it was one thing, but the 
objects of its perception different from it, its very essence 
would be destitute of intellection; and again, it would be 
intellect in capacity, but not in energy. Neither of these, 
therefore, must be separated from the other. With us, 
however, it is usual, from the things with which we are 
conversant, to separate in our conceptions intellect, and tlie 
objects of its perception. What therefore is its energy, 
and what does it intellectually perceive, in order that we 
may admit it to be those things which it perceives ? Is it 
not evident, that being intellect, it intellectually perceives 
in reality, and gives subsistence to beings? Hence it is 
itself beings. For it either intellectually 2)erccives them 
existing elsewhere, or it perceives them in itself as being it- 
self. It is impossible, therefore, that it can j)orceive them 
existing elsewhere. For in what other place can they 
exist ? Hence it intellectually sees itself, and perceives 
them in itself. For it does not perceive these, as some 
fancy, in sensibles. For each of the things which have a 
primary subsistence, is not a sensible object. For the 
form which is in sensibles is in matter, and is truly an 
image. Every form, also, which is in another thing, is 
derived from another thing, proceeds to it, and is the 
image of it. If, likewise, it is necessary that intellect 
should be the maker of this universe, it will not intellec- 
tually perceive things in that which does not yet exist, 
in order that it may produce it. Hence, it is necessary 
that these things should be prior to the world, not as im- 
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pressions from other things, but as archetypes, and primary 
natures, and the essence of intellect. If, however, some 
should say that [seminal] productive principles are suffi- 
cient, it is evident that these must he perpetual. But 
if they are perpetual and impassive, it is necessary that 
they should subsist in intellect, and in such an intellect as 
is prior to habit, and nature and soul. For these are 
in capacity. Intellect, therefore, is truly beings, not intel- 
lectually perceiving such things as are situated out of itself. 
For the objects of its perception are not external to itself. 
But it is as it were the first legislator, or rather the law 
itself of existence. Hence it is rightly said, that it is the 
same thing to perceive intellectually and to be, and that 
the science of things without matter, is the same with the 
things themselves. I have also investigated myself as one 
among the number of beings. And the same thing is 
testified by reminiscence. For no one of [real] beings sub- 
sists out of intellect, nor is in place ; but they always abide 
in themselves, neither receiving mutation nor corruption. 
Hence, also, they are truly beings ; since if they were gene- 
rated and corrupted, they w^ould have an adventitious 
existence ; and they would no longer be [real] beings, but 
that which is adventitious to them would be being. 
Sensibles, therefore, are indeed by participation that which 
they are said to be, the subject nature [i.e. matter] receiv- 
ing form externally derived ; as for instance, brass receiv- 
ing form from the art of the statuary, and wood from the 
tectonic art ; in consequence of art proceeding into these 
materials through an image. Art itself, however, abides 
in sameness, external to matter, and possesses in itself the 
true statue, and the true bed. Thus also in bodies, this 
universe which participates of images, evinces that real 
beings are different from bodies; since the former are 
immutable, but the latter mutable. The former, like- 
wise, are established in themselves, and are not in 
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want of place. For they are not magnitudes, but have 
an hypostasis intellectual, and sufficient to themselves. 
For the nature of bodies is indebted to something else 
for its preservation. But intellect, since it sustains through 
an admirable nature thmgs which are of themselves in a 
perishable condition, does not seek where it may be itself 
established. 

VI. Let, therefore, intellect be [real] beings, and possess 
all things in itself, not as in place but as itself, and as 
being one with them. But all things there subsist collec- 
tively at once, and yet nevertheless they are separated 
from each other; since the soul also which has many 
sciences in itself simultaneous, possesses them without any 
confusion. Each also, when it is requisite, performs what 
pertains to it, without the co-operation of the rest. And 
each conception energizes with a purity uuuiingled with 
the other inward conceptions. Thus, therefore, and in 
a still greater degree, intellect is at once all things ; and 
again, not at once, because each is a peculiar power. 
Every intellect however, comprehends all things,^ in the 
same manner as genus comprehends species, and as whole 
comprehends parts. The powers of seeds, likewise, bring 
with them an image of what we have said. For in the 
whole seed, all things are without separation, and the 
reasons [or productive principles] are as it were in one 
centre. That there is one productive principle likewise of 
the eye, and another of the hand, is known from what 
is sensibly generated from them. With respect, therefore* 
to the powers in seeds, each of them is one whole produc- 
tive principle, together with the parts comprehended in it. 
And that which is corporeal indeed in the seeds, possesses 
a certain quantity of matter which is as it were moist ; but 
the productive principle itself is according to the whole of 


^ ndvra is omitted in the original 
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its form, and the same thing is also reason, generating 
a certain thing by the form of a soul, and which is the 
image of another more excellent soul. Some, however, 
denominate this principle which is inserted in the seeds, 
nature ; which being thence excited from things prior 
to itself, in the same manner as light from fire, changes 
and gives form to matter ; effecting this, not by impulsion, 
nor by employing levers [or any other mechanical power], 
but by imparting seminal productive principles. 

VII. The sciences, however, of sensibles, which are in 
the rational soul, if it is proper to say that there , are 
sciences of these, since the appellation adapted to them is 
that of opinion, in consequence of being posterior to 
sensible things, are the images of them. But the sciences 
of intelligibles, which are truly sciences, and which descend 
from intellect into the rational soul, understand indeed 
nothing sensible ; but so far as they are sciences, are each 
of the things which are the objects of their perception ; and 
possess internally the intelligible and intelligence. This, 
however, is because intellect is inward, which is primary 
natures themselves, is eternally present wdth itself, and 
exists in energy. It likewise does not extend itself to tlie 
objects of its perception as if it did not possess them, or as 
if it acquired them externally, or obtained them by a dis- 
cursive process, as if they were not already present with it 
(for these are the passions of soul) ; but it stands firmly in 
itself, being at once all things, and does not energize intel- 
lectually in oi’der that it may give subsistence to every 
thing. For it does not, when it intellectually perceives 
God, become God, nor when it understands motion does it 
become motion. Hence, if the assertion that forms are 
intellections signifies, that when intellect understands this 
particular form it then becomes that form, it is not true. 
For it is necessary that the object of intellection should be 
prior to this intellectual perception. Or how would intelli- 
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gence arrive at the perception of it? For it cannot he 
fortuitously, nor does intelligence extend itself towards the 
intelligible in vain. 

VIIL If, therefore, intelligence is truly one, that form 
which is the object of its perception and idea itself are 
one. What therefore is this ? Intellect and an intellectual 
essence, each idea not being different from intellect, but 
each is intellect. And, in short, intellect is all forms ; but 
each form is each intellect ; just as the science which 
ranks as a whole is all the theorems [of the several sciences]. 
Each theorem, however, is a part of whole science, not as 
separated by place ; but each possesses power in the whole. 
This intellect, therefore, is in itself, and possesses itself in 
quiet, being always exiiberantly full. Hence, if intellect 
were conceived to subsist prior to being, it would be 
requisite to say that intellect, by energizing and intellec- 
tually perceiving, generated and perfected beings. But 
since it is necessary to conceive being to be prior to intel- 
lect, it is requisite to admit that beings are established in 
that which is intellective, but that energy and intelligence 
are posterior to beings; just as the energy of fire is 
posterior to fire. Hence, since beings are established in 
intellect, they possess in themselves their own energy. 
Being, likewise, is energy; or rather, both are one. 
Hence, too, both being and intellect are one nature ; and 
on this account also, beings, the energy of being, and an 
intellect of this kind, are one. Such intellections, also, are 
form, and the morphe and energy of being. In conse- 
quence, however, of these being divided by us, we conceive 
some of them to be prior to others. For the intellect 
which makes this division, is different from them. But 
impartible intellect and which does not divide, is being and 
all things. 

IX. What then are the things in this one intellect, which 
we divide in our conceptions of it ? For it is necessary to 
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exhibit them quiescent, and to survey them proceeding 
from thence, as if from science subsisting in unity. This 
world, therefore, being an animal comprehending in itself 
all animals, and possessing its existence, and the quality of 
its existence from something different from itself, that also 
from which it is derived being referred to intellect — this 
being the case, it is necessary that the archetypal universe 
should be in intellect ; and that this intellect should be the 
intelligible world, which Plato [in the Timaeiis] says exists 
in that which is animal itself. Por as where there is reason 
[or a productive principle] which is a certain animal, and 
whore also there is at the same time matter which receives 
tlie spermatic reason, it is necessary that an animal should 
be generated; after the same manner, an intellectual 
nature being present, which is all-powerful, and has no- 
thing to impede its energy, (nothing existing between 
this, and that which is able to receive it) it is necessary 
that the recipient should be adorned, and that intellect 
sliould adorn. And that, indeed, which is adorned, 
possesses distributed forms, here man, and there the sun* 
But in the adorning cause all things are in one. 

X. Such things, therefore, as are forms in the sensible 
world, are derived from the intelligible world ; but such 
things as are not forms do not originate from thence. 
Hence, nothing preternatural is there ; as neither is there 
in the arts any thing which is a deviation from art, or 
lameness in the seeds of animals. For lameness of tho: 
feet which takes place in the generation of an anirnah 
arises from the productive seminal principle not vanquish- ^ 
ing [the seminal matter]. But the injury which the foriij| 
sustains is a casual circumstance. According qualitiei^ 
tlierefore, and quantities, numbers and magnitudes, habi<* 
tudes, actions and passions, which are according to nature, 
and motions and permanencies both universal and par- 
ticular, are among the number of things which are in the 
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iutelligible world. Instead of time, however, eternity is 
there. But place is there intellectually, being the [im- 
partible] subsistence of one thing in another. Hence, 
since all things there exist simultaneously, whichever of 
them you assume is essence, is intellectual, and participates 
of life. Sameness, also, and difference, motion and per- 
manency, that which is moved, and that which is stable, 
essence and quality, are there, and all things there are 
essence. For each thing is being in energy, and not in 
capacity ; so that quality is not separated from each 
essence. Are, therefoi-e, those things alone these which 
the sensible world contains, or are there likewise many 
other things? Prior to the discussion of this, however, 
the things pertaining to art must be considered. For there 
is no paradigm of evil there. For evil here happens from 
indigence, privation, and defect. And evil is the passion 
of matter frustrated of form, and of that which is assimi- 
lated to matter. 

XI. With respect, therefore, to things pertaining to the 
arts, and the arts themselves, the arts that are imitative, 
such as painting, statuary, dancing and pantomime, since 
they derive their subsistence from sensibles, and employ 
and imitate a sensible paradigm, and also transfer [to their 
originals] the forms, motions and symmetries which they 
perceive, cannot properly be referred to intelligibles, except 
so far as the forms in the human soul may be called in- 
telligible. If any one, however, considers the habit in all 
animals arising from the symmetry of their formation, this 
will be a part of the power which in the intelligible worM 
surveys and contemplates the symmetry of all things that 
there. Moreover, with respect to all music which is 
conversant with harmony and rhythm, so far as its concep- 
tions are employed about rhythm and harmony, it will sub- 
sist after the same manner as the music which is conver- 
sant with intelligible rhy tbm. With respect to such arts as 

7 
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are productive of sensible things conformably to art, as the 
builder’s and the carpenter’s art, — ^these, so far as they 
employ symmetry, will derive their principles from intelli- 
gibles, and from the wisdom which is there. But as they 
mingle these with a sensible nature, the whole of them will 
not be in intelligibles, except so far as they subsist in man 
[i.e. in the human soul]. Neither will the agriculture be 
there which is conversant with a sensible plant ; nor the 
medicine which surveys the health of the body, or which 
contributes to strength and a good corporeal habit. For 
there is another power, and another health there, through 
which all animals are sufficiently corroborated. With 
respect to rhetoric also, and the military art, economics, 
and the art pertaining to regal government, if some of 
these partake in actions of the beautiful, and make it the 
object of their contemplation, — in this case, they have 
a scientific allotment from the science which is there. But 
geometry, which is conversant with intelligibles, must be 
arranged in the intelligible world; as likewise must the 
highest wisdom which is conversant with real being. And 
thus much concerning the arts, and things pertaining to 
the arts. 

XIL If, however, the idea of man is there, the ideas of 
the rational and the artificial are also there, and likewise 
the arts which are the progeny of intellect. It is also 
requisite to assert, that the forms of universals are there, 
t.e. not of Socrates, but of man ; though it must be con- 
sidered writh respect to man, whether the form of a parti- 
cular man is there, not because he is the same writh another 
man, but because one man has a fiat, and another an 
aquiline nose. These nasal differences, however, must be 
placed in the form of man [as certain differences of forms], 
just as there are differences of animals. But that one man 
has an aquiline nose of this, and another of that kind, 
originates from matter. With respect to the differences of 
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colours, also, some of them exist in their productive prin- 
ciples, but others are produced by matter and difference of 
place. 

XIII. It remains to consider whether what the sensible 
world alone contains is in the intelligible world, or whether 
as man himself is different from the sensible man, so with 
respect to soul, soul itself is different from the soul which 
is here, and intellect itself from the human intellect. In 
the first place, therefore, it must be said, that it is not 
proper to think that all things which are hero, are images 
of archetypes; or that the human soul is the image of 
soul itself, but that here also one soul differs from another 
in dignity. Perhaps, however, soul, so far as it is here, is 
not soul itself. But since each [rational] soul has a real 
subsistence, as likewise have justice and temperance, there 
is also in our souls true science and not images only, nor 
merely Ihe similitudes of intelligibles, as in the sensible 
region. For true science, justice, and temperance them- 
selves exist here, though after another manner than in the 
intelligible world. For they are defined in a certain place. 
So that where the soul emerges from the body, there also 
these subsist. For the sensible world, indeed, is in one 
place only; but the intelligible world is every where. 
Such things, therefore, as a soul of this kind possesses 
here, these things also are there. So that if the things 
which are in the sensible world, are assumed to be those 
which are in the number of visible objects, not only tht* 
natures which are in the regions of sense are there, but 
also more than these. But if among the natures whi(;}i 
are said to be in the world, soul, and what soul corilains 
are comprehended, then all such things are here as subsist 
there. 

XIV. Is this nature, therefore, which comprehends all 
things in the intelligible, to be considered as the first prin- 
ciple of things ? But how is this possible, since that which 
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is truly the principle is one, and entirely simple, but multi- 
tude subsists in beings ? After what manner, however, this 
all-comprehending nature subsists besides the one, how 
multitude exists, and how all these subsist, and why and 
whence intellect is all these, must be shown by beginning 
the discussion from another principle. With respect, hoAv- 
ever, to things generated from putrefaction, and to things 
artificial,^ whether there are forms of these, and also of 
mud and clay in the intelligible world, it must be said, 
that such things as intellect derives from the first prin- 
cifde, are all of them most excellent. But the above- 
mentioned particulars are not among the number of these, 
nor docs intellect consist of the forms of such particulars. 
Soul, however, which is derived from intellect, receives 
from matter other things [besides what she receives from 
intellect], and such particulars as the aboA^e are in the 
numl>er of these. The discussion of these, however, will 
be rendered clearer by reciuTing to the doubt, how multi- 
tude proceeds from the one. In the mean time it is evident 
that such composite natures as are casual are not derived 
from intellect, but from a concurrence of sensibles in them- 
selves, and do not subsist in forms. Those things, also, 
Avhich are produced from putrefaction, are the progeny of 
a soul which is perhaps incapable of effecting any thing 
else ; for if this Avore not the case, it would produce some- 
thing conformable to nature. It produces, therefore, where 
it is able. But with respect to the arts, such of them as 
are referred to things natural to man, are comprehended in 
[the soul of] man. The art also, Avhich is universal, is 

' Instead of here, it is. evidently necessary from what 

aftevAvards follows to read or Ficinus, from not 

seeing the necessity of this emendation, has made nonsense of the 
passage. For he translates ntpi ck rStv U ica\ rwr 

Ubi vero quwritur nunquid ibi sit species eoruni etiam quae ex 
pntrefactione fiunt, dijficiiittmgue, et mfmodvm vwlestoi'Ufn.** 
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priol' to other arts, and soul itself is prior to iiiii versa! art, 
or rather this must he asserted of the life which is iu 
intellect, before it became soul, and which is necessary to 
the generation of soul. And this life it is requisite to 
denominate soul itself. 



X. 

ON THE ESSENCE OF SOUL. 

IV. ii. 

I. In investigating the essence of soul, if we show that it 
is neither body, nor the harmony in incorporeal natures ; 
and likewise if we omit what is said of its being the 
entelecheia,^ or perfection of the body, as not true, as the 
words [taken literally] imply, and as not manifesting what 
the soul is ; and if also we should say that it is of an 
intelligible nature, and a divine allotment, perhaps we shall 
assert something perspicuous concerning its essence. At 
the same time, however, it will be better to proceed still 
further than this. For this purpose, therefore, we shall 
make a division into a sensible and intelligible nature, and 
place soul in the intelligible. Hence, let it be at present 
admitted that it ranks among intelligibles : and let us in 
another way investigate that which is proximate to, or the 
peculiarity of, its nature. We say, therefore, that some 
things are primarily partible, and in their own nature 
dissipable ; but these are such as have no part the same, 
either as another part, or as the whole ; and in which it is 

^ The cause, according to Aristotle, by which the animal is 
vitally moved, is the rational soul, but the cause by which the 
animal thus moved is defined or bounded, is mteleeheia, or form, 
which imparts to it perfection. See my Introduction to, and 
translation of, Aristotle's treatise On the SouL" 
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necessary that the part should be less than all and the 
whple. These, however, are sensible magnitudes and 
masses, each of which has an appropriate place, nor is it 
possible among these, that the same thing should be in 
many places at once. But there is another essence opjK>sed 
to this, which in no respect admits of a separation into 
parts, since it is without parts, and therefore impartible. 
It likewise admits of no interval, not even in conception, 
nor is indigent of place, nor is generated in a certain 
being, either according to parts, or according to wholes, 
because it is as it were at one and the same time carried in 
all beings as in a vehicle ; not in order that it may be 
established in them, but because other things are neither 
able nor willing to exist without it. It likewise possesses 
an essence which subsists according to sameness, and is 
the foundation ' of all following natures, being as it were 
a centre in a circle, the lines drawn from which and termi- 
nating in the circumference, nevertheless permit it to abide 
in itself. For they possess from the centre their genera- 
tion and being, participate of the point, and have for their 
principle that which is impartible. They also proceed, 
suspending themselves from the centre. This, therefore, 
[of which the centre in a circle is an imago] being primarily 
impartible in intelligibles, and the leader among beings, 
and again that which is in sensibles being in every respect 
partible, — this being the case, prior to that which is 
sensible, but which nevertheless is something near to and 
in it, there is another certain nature, which is partible in- 
deed, yet not primarily so like bodies, but becomes partible 
in bodies. Hence, when bodies ax’e divided, the form 
which is in them is also divided, though it still remains a 
whole in each of the divided parts ; the same thing in this 
case becoming many, each of which is perfectly distant 

^ It appears from the version of Ficinns, that the word ariipiyfia 
is wanting in tins place in the ori^nal. 
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from the other, in consequence of the form becoming 
entirely partible. Of this kind are colours, and all qualities, 
and each morphe, which is capable of being wholly at one 
and the same time in many things, that are separated from 
each other, and wliich has no part suffering the same 
thing with another part. Hence this must be admitted to 
be in every respect ])ar tilde. 

Again, besides the nature which is perfectly indivisible, 
there is another essence proximately suspended from it, 
and which has indeed from it the impartible, but by a 
progression from thence, hastening to another nature, is 
established in the middle of both ; viz. in the middle of 
iliat which is impartible and primary, ar.d that which is 
divisible about bodies, and is inherent in bodies. This 
nature does not subsist after the same manner as colour 
and every quality, which are indeed every where the same 
in many masses of bodies, yet the quality which is in one 
mass, is entirely separate from the quality in another, so 
far as one mass is also separate from another. And though 
the magnitude should be oiiei yet that which is the same 
in each part, has no communion whatever so as to produce 
co-passivity, because this sameness is at the same time 
attended with [a predominant] difference. For the same- 
ness is passion, and is not itself also essence. That, how- 
ever, in this middle nature which accedes to an impartible 
essence, is itself essence, and is ingenerated in bodies, 
about which also it happens to be divided ; yet it does not 
suffer this, till it gives itself to bodies. When, therefore, 
it is inherent in bodies, though it should be inherent in 
the greatest body, and which is every where most extended, 
yet though it gives itself to the whole, it does not dej:>art 
from the unity of its nature. Yet it is not one in the 
same manner as body. For body is one by continuity, but 
one part of it is different from another, and is situated in 
a different place. Nor again is it one, in the same manner 
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as one quality. The nature, however, which is at once 
partible and impartible, and which we say is soul, is not 
one like that which is cimtinued, having another and 
another part j but it is partible indeed, because it is in all 
the parts of that in which it subsists ; and impartible, be- 
cause the whole of it is ill all the parts, and likewise in each 
of the parts. He, therefore, who perceiv(‘.s this, and be- 
holds the power of it, will know what a divine and 
admirable thing soul is, and that it })ossesses a super- 
natural essence ; not indeed having magnitude, but being 
jiresent with all niagiiitude, and existing in this place, and 
again not existing in it, and this not by a diiTerent, but the 
same nature. So that it is divided into )>arts, and again 
not divided; or rather, it is neither divided, nor generated 
divisible. For it ivnnaiiis with itself a whole. But it is 
divided about bodies, because bodies in consequence of 
their proper partibility, are notable to r<.‘ceive it ini parti bly. 
So that the distribution into parts, is the passion of bodies, 
and not of soul. 

II. That it is necessary, however, that tlie nature of soul 
should be a thing of this kind, and that it is not possible 
for soul to be any thing besides this, being neither alone 
impartible, nor alone jiartible, but that it is necessarily 
after this manner both these, is manib*st from the follow 
ing considerations. For if it was like bodies having 
another and another part, when one ]»art suftVu'ed, another 
part would not be sensible of the sufi’ering, but that soul 
for instance, which is in the finger, would have a sensation 
of the i>assion, as being different, and subsisting in itself. 
And, in short, there would be many souls, governing each 
of us. One soul, likewise, would not govern this universe, 
but an infinite number of souls separate from each other. 
For with respect to what is said about continuity, unless it 
contributes to unity, it is introduced in vain. For that 
which is asserted bv some who deceive themselves, is not to 
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be admitted, viz. that the senses gradually arrive at the 
ruling part, by a continued succession.' In the first place, 
therefore, to say that the senses arrive at the ruling part 
of the soul, is said without examination. For how do they 
divide, and assert this to be one thing, but that another, and 
the ruling part something else ? By how much quantity, 
also, do they divide each of these ; or by what difference, 
the quality being one, and the bulk continued ? Whether, 
likewise, is the ruling part alone sentient, or have the other 
parts also a sensible perception ? And il this is the case 
with the ruling part alone, it will then perceive, when the 
sensible passion falls on this part established in a certain 
place ; but if it falls on another part of the soul, which is 
not naturally adapted to be sentient, this part w’ill not 
deliver the same passion to the ruling part, nor, in short, 
will there be sensation, If, also, the sensible passion falls 
on the ruling part, it will either fall on a part of it, and 
this being sentient, the remaining parts will no longer be 
sensitive ; for it would be in vaiu ; or there will be many 
and infinite sensible perceptions, and all of them will 
be dissimilar. Hence, one sensible perception will say, 
I primarily suffer, but another will say, I perceive the 
passion of another sense. Each sensation, likewise, except 
the first, will bo ignorant where the passion was generated. 
Or each part of the soul will be deceived, fancying that the 
passion was there generated, where it is. If, however, not 
only the ruling part, but any other part has a sensible per- 
ception, why will this part be the leader, but another part 
not ? Or why is it necessary that sensation should arrive 
at the ruling part ? How, likewise, will the sensations 
arising from many senses, such as the ears and eyes, know 
one particular thing? But again, if the soul is entirely 
one, so as to be perfectly impartible, and one in itself ; and 

' For here, it is necessary to read, conformably to tlie 

version of Ficinns, iutBoxy* 
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if it entirely flies from the nat ire of multitude and parti- 
bility, no body which may participate of the soul, will be 
wholly animated ; but the soul establishing itself as it were 
about the centre of each, will leave all the bulk of the animal 
without animation. Hence it is necessary that soul should be 
thus one and many, partible and at the same time impartible : 
and we ought not to disbelieve that it is impossible for one 
and the same thing to be in many places at once. For if 
we do not admit this, there will not be a nature which con- 
nects and governs all things ; and which at once compre- 
hends all things, and conducts them by wisdom. And 
this nature is indeed multitude, because beings are many ; 
but it is also one, in order that the natiire which compre- 
hends may be one. By its multitudinous one, therefore, it 
supplies all the parts of body with life ; but by its im- 
partible one it conducts all things wisely. In those things, 
however, which are deprived of wisdom, that which is the 
leading one imitates this one of the soul. Hence, this 
is the meaning of what is divinely though obscurely 
asserted by Plato, viz. that from an essence impartible and 
always subsisting according to sameness, and from an 
essence divisible about bodies, the Demiurgus mingled 
a third species of essence from both.^ Soul, therefore, 
is after this manner one and many ; but the forms in 
bodies are many and one ; bodies are many only ; and that 
which is supreme is one alone. 

' See my Introduction to, and translation of, the “Tirnajus” of 
Plato 



XI. 

A DISCUSSION OF DOUBTS RELATIVE 
TO THE SOUL. 

IV. iii. 

I. Is it necessary to consider such doubts as pertain to the 
soul as sufHciently solved ; or shall we say that the doubts 
themselves anj aeoompani<Ml with this gain, that to know 
the difficulty with which they are attended, will be a right 
discussion of the affair? For what can any one reasonably 
more abundantly consider and discuss than this ; both on 
many other accounts, and also because it contributes to the 
knowledge of those things of which it is the principle, and 
of those from which it is derived ? By so doing, likewise, 
w'e shall comply with the mandate of the God who calls 
upon us to know ourselves. And since we wish to investi- 
gate and discover otlier things, it is but just to enquire 
what this is which investigates, especially since we desire 
to apprehend that which is lovely in the objects of contem- 
plation. For in every intellect there is tliat which is two- 
fold ; ^ so that in partial intellects it is reasonable to admit 
that one has [the intelligible] in a greater, but another in 
a less degree. It is likewise requisite to consider, how 
souls become the receptacles of the Gods ; but this, indeed, 
we shall discuss when wo investigate how soul subsists in 


* viz. Tlie intelligible and the intellectual. 
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body. Now, therefore, again, let us return to those who 
assert that our souls also are derived from the soul of the 
universe. For perhaps they will say it is not sufficient [in 
order to establish this hypothesis,] that our souls extend 
as far as the soul of the universe, nor that they are 
similarly intellectual with it; sinco parts are of a similar 
species with their wholes. They will, likewise, adduce 
Plato * as the patron of this opinion, when ]>roving that the 
universe is animated, he says : ** As our body is a part of 
the body of the universe, thus also our soul is a part of the 
soul of the universe.** This, too, is eonfirmed by the asser- 
tion, that we follow the circulation of the universe. And 
it is clearly assented and demonstrated that our manners 
and fortunes are thence derived ; and that as we are gene- 
rated within the world, we receive our soul from the 
universe in which we are compreheiide*!. Farther still, as 
each part of us partakes of our soul, so likewise wo for the 
same reason, since we have the relation of parts to tb«3 
whole, participate as parts of the soul of the universe 
The assertion [of Plato likewise, that every soul j>ays 
a guardian attention to every thing inauinuite, has the 
same sigiiitication, and does not leave any thing else 
externally of soul, after the soul of the uni verses For 
it is this soul which pays attention to every thing 
inanimate. 

II. In answer to these things, therefore, in the first 
place it must be said, that those who admit souls to be of 
a similar s])ecies, because it is granted that they come into 
contact with the same things, and ascribe to them a c(>inmoii 
genus, exclude them from ranking as parts of one soul, and 
will rather make one and the same soul, and each to 
be every soul. But making one soul, they will also sus- 
pend it from something else, which no longer being some- 

* See his ** Pliilebiis ** and “ Tinucus.’* 

* In the “ Phirdnis.** 
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thing pertaining to this thing or that, but neither belong, 
ing to the world, or to any other thing, will effect the very 
same thing, as is effected by [the life] of the world, and of 
any animated being whatever. For it rightly happens that 
not every soul is something belonging to another thing, 
since soul is an essence ; but that there should be a certain 
soul which is wholly exempt from a subordinate nature ; 
and that such souls as belong to something else, are from 
accident at certain times connected with that which is 
inferior to themselves. Perhaps, however, it is necessary 
to show more clearly how a part in such souls is to be con- 
siderod. Part, therefore, belonging to bodies, whether the 
body is of the same or of a different species, must be dis- 
missed ; observing thus much alone, that when part is 
asserted of bodies consisting of similar parts, the part 
is according to bulk, and not according to form ; such for 
instance as whiteness. For the whiteness which is in a 
part of milk, is not a part of the whiteness of all the milk ; 
but it is the whiteness indeed of a part, and not a x>art of 
the whiteness. For whiteness is entirely without magni- 
tude, and is void of quantity. This, therefore, thus sub- 
sists. When, however, in things which are not bodies we 
speak of a part, we either assume it in such a way as 
in numbers, as when we say that two is a part of ten ; (but 
let this be considered as asserted in mere numbers alone) 
or as when we speak of the part of a circle and a line ; or 
as a theorem is a part of science. In monads and figures, 
indeed, it is necessary in the same manner as in bodies, that 
the whole should be diminished, by a division into parts, 
and that the several parts shpuld be less than the wholes 
[of which they are the parts]. For being quantities, and 
having their existence in quantity, and also not being the 
same quantity, they uecessahly become greater and less. A 
part, therefore, cannot after this manner be asserted of 
soul. For it is not quantity in such a way as the decad is 



DISCUSSION OF DOUBTS RELATIVE TO THE SOUL. 207 


the whole, but the mouad a part of the deoad. Many other 
absurdities also will happen [from admitting that the soul 
is quantity] ; nor are ten things one certain thing. Either, 
likewise, each of the monads will be soul, or soul will con- 
sist of all inanimate things. Besides, the part of the whole 
soul is admitted to be of the same kind with the whole ; 
but it is not necessary in continued quantity, that the part 
should be such as the whole. Thus, for instance, the parts 
of a circle are not of the same species with the circle, nor 
the parts of a triangle with the triangle ; at least, all the 
parts in these, in which a part may be assumed, are not 
similar [to the whole]. For all the parts of a triangle are 
not triangles ; [and so in other fig\iros] but there will be a 
difference between the form of some of the parts and that 
of the whole. Soul, however, is acknowledged to be of a 
similar form. In a line, likewise, a part of it is still a lino, 
but here also there is a difference in magnitude. But in 
soul, if the difference between that soul which is partiiil, 
and that which ranks as a whole, should be considered as a 
difference in magnitude, soul would be a certain quantity 
and a body ; since in this case, it would receive the 
difference so far aa it is soul, from quantity. All souls, 
however, are admitted to be similar and wholes. It 
appears, likewise, that neither is soul divided after the 
same manner as magnitudes ; nor do even our opponents 
admit that the whole of the soul can be divided into parts -, 
since if this were the case, the whole would be destroyed. 
And unless the first soul was every soul, it would be a 
name alone ; just as if it should be said, when wine is dis- 
tributed into many amphojse, that the portion of it in 
each amphora, is a part of the whole wine. Shall we say, 
therefore, that part is to be assumed in the soul, in the 
same manner as a theorem is a part of science ? the whole 
science, indeed, nevertheless remaining ; but the separation 
into parts, being as it were the utterance and energy of 
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eacli. In a thing of this kind, however, each possesses tl^e 
whole science in capacity, but the whole nevertheless con- 
tinues to be the whole. If, therefore, a part in the whole 
soul and other souls is to be thus assumed, the whole soul, 
of which things of this kind are parts, will not be the soul 
of a certain thing, but will itself subsist from itself. Neither, 
therefore, will it be the soul of the world, but will be a 
certain soul, and will rank among those that are of a partial 
nature : hence all the parts being* of a similar species, are 
the parts of one soul. But how is one the soul of the 
world, and aiiotlier the soul of a part of the world ? 

III. Are parts, therefore, so to be assumed, as if some 
one should say, that the soul which is in the finger of a 
certain animal, is a part of the whole soul which is in the 
whole animal? This assertion, however, either leaves no 
soul independent of body, or admits every soul not to be 
in body, and contends that what is called the soul of the 
universe is external to the body of the world. But this 
must bo considered ; and now must be investigated by an 
image. For if the soul of the universe iinj>arts itself to all 
j)artial animals, and thus each soul is a ]>art [of the whole 
soul] ; for if this soul were divided, it would not impart 
itself to each ; in this case, in consequence of imparting 
itself wholly, it will be every where the same, being one 
and the same at once in many animals. After this maimer, 
however, one soul will no longer rank as a whole, and 
another as a part, find especially in those things in which 
the same power is present. For where the employment of 
one thing is different from the employment of another, as 
in the eyes and ears, there it must not be said that one 
part of the soul is present to the sight, and another to the 
ears (for such a division as this belongs to other things), 
but the same jiart, though a different power energizes in 
each. For all the powers of the soul are in both the parts ; 
but the apprehensions are different in consequence of tho 
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organs being difEerent. Nevertheless, all the powers rank 
among forms, and are reduced to a form wliidi is capable 
of being fashioned according to all things. This is evident 
from the necessity that all things should arrive at one 
thing [and concur in it] ; but the nature of the instru- 
iiients through which the concurrence is effected, is not 
able to receive all things, and the passions Ix'coine different 
in the different instruments of sensation. The judgment-, 
liowever, is from the same thing, as from a judge directing 
his attention to what is said and doiie. lint it has Ikhui 
shown, that it is every where one thing wliich energizes 
in different actions. And if llio a]j])reli<*iisions arc as 
sensations, it is not j)ossihle for oa(*h of the senses to under- 
stand, but the whole soul. But if inttBigimce is a[)pro- 
}»riate, each intellectual perec]>tion snbsist.s through itself. 
And when the soul is rational, and is rational in siufh a 
way as to be denominated wholly so, tlien that whieli is 
called a part is the same with the whole, and is not a part 
of it. 

IV. What, therefore, shall we say, if it is thus one. 
when anyone inquires, in the first place doubting, wlj«*tla'r 
soul can after this manner bo at once one in all things ? 
And in the next ])lace, when one soul is in l)ody, but 
another not, [how this takes jdace r] For ]>er]iaps it follows 
that every soul is always in body, and espe(tially the soul 
of the universe. For this soul does not, as oiirs is said to 
do, leave the body ; though some say that even this soul 
abandons its body, and yet is not entirely out of the body. 
But if the soul of the universe is entirely out of the body, 
how is it that one soul leaves the body, but another does 
not, though both are [essentially] the same ? In intellect, 
therefore, which is separated from itself by difference, 
according to parts especially distinguished from each other> 
but which always subsist together at once, the essence of 
intellect being impartible, no such doubt can arise. But 
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in the soul which is said to be divisible about bodies, how 
this which is one certain thing can be all souls, is attended 
with many doubts ; unless that which is one is established 
in itself, without falling into body, and afterwards all souls 
proceed from it, both the soul of the universe, and others 
to a certain extent ; existing as it were together with it, and 
being one in consequence of not belonging to any thing 
else [i.e, of not being consubsistent with something of a 
nature subordinate to themselves]. Tliey must, likewise, 
be suspended from their boundaries, and conspire with 
each other in their tendencies to supernal natures, by the 
projecting energies of intellect ; like a light which is now 
on the earth, and is distributed in different habitations, 
yet is not divided into parts separated from the whole, but 
is nevertheless one. Hence, the soul of the universe is 
always transcendent, because it does not belong to it to 
descend, and be converted to these inferior realms. But 
our souls are subordinate, because a certain part of their 
esst'iico is liniited to this terrene abode, and to a conversion 
to body which re<][uires solicitude and care. The soul of 
the world, therefore, in its most inferior part, resembles a 
great vegetable soul, which without labour and silently 
governs the plant of which it is the soul [i.e. in the same 
manner as worms are generated in wounds]. But the 
government of the inferior part of our soul, resembles the 
worms that are generated in the putrified part of a plant. 
For thus the animated body of the universe subsists. 
Another soul, however, which is similar in species to the 
superior part of the soul of the world, resembles in its 
government the husbandman whose attention is directed 
to the worms that are generated from putrefaction in a 
plant, and who is solicitously employed in the cultivation 
of the plant. Or as if some one should say that a man 
who is well, and is with other men that are in health, is 
with tliose persons with whom he co-operates either in 
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acting or contemplating; but that a diseased man, and 
who is employed in procuring remedies for the body, is 
with the body, and becomes corporeal through his attention 
to it. 

V. How, therefore, any longer will this be your soul, 
that the soul of some other person, and that again of 
another? Shall we say that it is the soul of this person 
according to its inferior part, but not of this according to 
its supreme part, but of some other person ? Thus, however, 
Socrates will indeed exist, when the soul of Socrates is in 
body ; but he will perish when he is especially in the most ex- 
cellent condition [i.e. when he is in the intelligible world]. 
But no being perishes, since the intellects which arc in the 
intelligible do not iK‘ri8h, because they are not corporeally 
distributed into one thing, but each remains possessing in 
difference a sameness of subsistence, in which its very 
being consists. After this manner, therefore, souls also 
being successively suspended according to each intellect, 
being likewise reasons of intellects, though more evolved 
than an intellectual essence, and becoming as it were 
from that which is /eu% and being in contact with it, they 
are now willing to be divided by each of those more im- 
partible essences, yet are not able to proci^ed to the very 
extremity of division. For they preserve their sameness 
and difference, and each remains one, and at the same time 
all are one. We have, however, summarily shown, that all 
souls are from one soul, and that all of them are divisible 
and at the same time indivisible. The soul, also, which 
abides [on high], is the one reason of intellect, and from 
this soul partial and immaterial reasons are derived, in 
the same manner as there [ie. in the same manner as 
partial intellects are derived from one intellect which ranks 
as a whole]. 

VL Why, however, did the soul of the world being of a 
uniform nature make the world, but not the soul of each 
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individual, though it likewise coutaius all things in itself ? 
For we have before shown that productive power may exist 
at one and the same time in many tilings. Now, however, 
the reason of this must ho assigned. For perhaps the 
manner may ho known hy us in which the same thing 
in different subjec ts either docs or suffers a certain thing, 
or is with respect to it both an agent and a patient. Or 
rather let us (Mnisi(h*r how and why the soul of the universe 
made the world, but other s<mls govern a certain part of 
the world. Perhaps, hovv<*ver, it is not at all wonderful, 
that of those who possess the same science, some should 
rule over many, Imt others over few. But why, it may be 
sai<l, is tliis the ease ? To this it may be answcTod, that the 
difference of souls is greater, so far as one of them docs not 
depart from the soul of the universe, but abiding there has 
a body surrounding it; but other souls, body now existing, 
and their sister sold having dominion, are alloted an appro- 
jiriati* destiny, this soul preparing for them proper habita- 
tions. It may also be said, that the soul of the universe 
beholds that intellect which ranks as a whole, but that 
other soids rather 1 ehold their own intellects whicli are of 
a partial nature. Perhaps, however, tliese souls also are 
able to make the universe ; but the s»ml of the 'world 
having made it, this is no longer possible to other souls, 
productive energy liaving commenced from the first soul. 
But the same di’mbt will arise if any other soul first began 
t-o fabricate. It is better, however, to say that the soul of 
the world rather than other souls fabricated the universe, 
because it in a greater degree adheres to intelligibles. For 
the power of those souls is greater that more vigorously 
tend to the intelligible world. For, preserving themselves 
in that secure region, they fabricate with facility; since it 
is the proix>rty of a greater ix'wer, not to suffer in the 
things which it produces. But power remains suspended 
from the supernal region. Abiding, therefore, in itself, it 
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produces [other things] acceding. But other souls which 
proceed from the one soul, depart from it into the pro- 
fundity [of a material nature]. Perhaps, also, that which 
is most abundant in them, being drawn downward, draws 
them likewise into an inferior condition, their own decisions 
conspiring with the downward impulse. What, however,, 
is said in the “ Timaeus of mixture in a second and third 
degree, must be considered as signifying that some souls 
are nearer to, but otliers more remote from the soul of thf» 
world ; just as in our souls, all of them are not similarly 
disposed with reference to supernal uatur(?s, hut some are 
united to them, others through [ardent] desire acc(*de ntjar,. 
and others accom])lish this in a less degrets bt*canse they do 
not energize with the same powers. Por some, indeed, 
energize with a first, others with a second, and others 
with a third power, all souls nevertheless possessing all 
powers. 

VII. And thus much concerning these particulars. What 
is said in the Philebus,” however, may lead us to sus])ect 
that other souls are j)arts of the soul of the univc.Tse. But 
the meaning of what is there asserted, is not w hat some one 
may fancy, but was useful to Plato in demonstrating that 
the world is animated. This, therefore, ho renders credible 
by saying that it is absurd to assert that the universe is- 
inanimate, and that we who have a part of the body of the 
universe, have a soul. For how can a part have a soul, if 
the universe is inanimate ? The opinion of Plato, however, is 
especially manifest in the ‘‘Timseus ; ** where the Demiurgus^ 
having generated the soul of the universe, afterwards pro- 
duces other souls, mingling them in the same crater in 
which he had mingled the soul of the world, and making 
them to be of a similar species with it, but assigning them 
a difference in a second and third degree. Nor is what ho 
asserts in the Phgedrus ” wonderful, that every soul pay» 
a guardian attention to that which is inanimate. For 
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wliat is it except soul which governs, fashions, arranges, 
and produces the nature of body ? Nor must it be said, 
that, one soul is naturally adapted to do this, but another 
not. The perfect soul, therefore, says he, revolves on high, 
not verging downward, but fabricates, riding in the world 
as it W('re as in a vehicle. Every other perfect soul, also 
giivcnis the universe in a similar manner. But when he 
speaks of the soul whose wings suffer a defluxion, he 
evidently makes a difference between such a soul as this, 
and that of the universe. And when he adds, that souls 
follow the circulation of the universe, derive their manners 
from theiieo, and suffer from it, this does not at all indicate 
i hat our souls are parts of the soul of the world. For soul 
is sufficiently able to represent many things in itself, from 
the nature of j)laces, and water, and air. And to this 
ability, the habitations of different cities, and the tempera- 
ture of bodies, also contribute. And if we should grant 
that since we are in the universe we have something fi*om 
the soul of the world, and that we suffer from the celestial 
circulation, yet we shall oppose to these things another 
soul [f.o., the rational soul], and which by its resistance 
especially demonstrates itself to be a different soul. To the 
assertion, also, that we are generated within the world, we 
reply that the foetus in the womb of the mother has a soul 
different from that of the mother, and which accedes to it 
externally.’ 

VIII. Such, therefore, is the solution of these particulars ; 
the sympathy of souls being no impediment to our argu- 
ments. For since all of them originate from the same 

* t.f. It has a rational soul different from that of the mother, 
ft is better, however, to say with Proclus, that as nature does 
nothing in vain, the presence of the rational soul to the foetus in 
the womb vrould be useless, as it could not then energize ; but 
that it becomes united to the irrational soul iu the very moment 
in whicli the infant leaves the w'omb. 
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source as the soul of the universe, they are co-passive. 
For it has been already asserted by us that there is one 
[first] soul, and many souls. And we have likewise shown 
what the difference is between part and whole ; and have 
in short spoken concerning the difference of souls. Now, 
also, we shall summarily observe, that besides bodies soula 
differ, especially in their manners, in the operations of the 
reasoning power, and from a pre-existent life. For in the 
“Eepublic” of Plato it is said, that the choice of souls is made 
conformably to their antecedent lives. But if any ono 
in short assumes the nature of soul, he will assert that 
there are differences in the souls in which it is admitted 
there are second and third degrees. It has, likewise, been 
said by us, that all souls are all things ; and that ea(*h 
is characterized by that which energizes in each. This, 
however, is the same thing as to assert., that ono soul indeed 
is united in energy, another in knowledge, and another in 
appetite. Different souls also behold different objects, and 
are and become the very objects which they behold. 
Plenitude, likewise, and perfection pertain to souls, yet all 
of them have not the same of either of these ; but the whole 
co-ordination of them is various. For every reason [or 
productive principle] is one, abundant, and various, in the 
same manner as a psychical animal, which has many forms. 
But if this be the case, there is co-ordiuation, and beings 
are not, in short, divulsed from each other. Nor is there 
any where that which is casual in beings ; not even among 
bodies. Hence it follows, that the number of things 
is definite. For again, it is necessary that beings should 
stop [in their progression], that intelligibles should con- 
tinue the same, and that each thing should be one in 
number ; for thus it will be this particular thing. For 
every body being naturally in a continual flux, in conse- 
quence of having an adventitious form, the perpetual 
existence of bodies according to form takes place through 



216 


SELECT WORKS OF PLOTINUS. 


an imitation of [real] beings. The essence of the latter, 
however, as not subsisting from composition, consists 
in that which is one in number, which exists from the 
b(?gi lining, and neither becomes that which it was not, nor 
will be that which it is not; since if there were any thing 
in some future time wdiich could produce them, it would 
not produce them from matter. But if this be the case, it 
is necessary to add something wdu(;h is of itself essential ; 
so that there will be a mutation about this very thing, if it 
now produe<.‘s more or less. Why, likewise, should it pro- 
<lucM‘ now, and not always after the same manner? That, 
likewise, which is gtmerated will not be ])erpetual, if it 
admits of tlie more «and the less. But soul is supposed to 
b(‘ a thing of Ibis kind. How, therefore, is it infinite if it 
is sto]>pod [in its progression] ? May w’e not say, that it is 
inlinitt? in power, because powder is infinite, since God him- 
Sidf is not bounded. With respect to souls, therefore, each 
is not that which it is, as if it were so much in cpiantity, 
througli a foreign boundary ; but it is as great as it wishes 
to be. Nor will it even* proceed out of itself, but will jx'r- 
vadt‘ every wliei’e, to bodies and through bodies, as it 
is naturally adapted to do; yet it is not divulsed from 
itself, wluui it is in a finger and a foot. Thus also in tlio 
universe, soul remains entire, into whatever it may proceed, 
and in another and another pai*t of a plant. Hence, when 
any part of a }>lant is cut off, it is both in the plant as it 
was at first, and in the part which is separated from 
it. For soul is every where in the body of the universe, as 
in the one of it, this body being one. But when au animal 
becomes putrid, if many animals are generated from it, 
soul is then no longer the soul of the wdiole animal in the 
body ; for it has not then a projx?r receptacle of itself ; nor 
yet does it perish. But the putrified matter l>eiug adapted 
to the generation of animals, has partly the soul of these, 
and partly the soul of those animals, soul never being 
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absent from any thing, tliongh one thing is adapted to re- 
ceive it, and another is not. The parts of matter, however, 
which thus become animated, are not the cause of there 
being many souls. For these [spontaneously generated} 
animals are suspended from one soul, so far as it remains 
one ; in the same manner as iu us, when certain parts of 
tlie body are amputated, and others grow instead of them, 
the soul indeed is absent from [i.e. is not participated by] 
the former, but is present with the latter, so long as 
it remains one. In tlie universe, however, it always 
remains one. But of the natures within tlie universe, some 
indeed have soul, but others not, the same psychical 
[powers] still remaining. 

IX. The manner, however, in which ihe soul is ingene- 
rated in the body, must be considered. For this is no less 
admirable, and no loss deserves to be investigated. The 
mode, therefore, in which the soul enters into ihe body is 
twofold. For one of these modes takes place, when the 
soul being in one body changes it for another, and from an 
aerial [or fiery], becomes situated in a terrestrial body; 
which some do not call a transmigration, because that from 
which the insertion originates is immaiiifest. But the 
other mode is a transition from an incorporeal essence to 
any body whatever ; which also wdll he the first communion 
of the soul with the body. It will be riglit, therefore, to 
consider respecting this communion, what the passion 
arising from this conjunction then is, when the soul being 
entirely pure from body, becomes surrounded with tlie 
nature of body. Let us, however, first consider how this 
is efEected in the soul of the universe ; for perhaps it is 
proper, or rather is necessary, to begin from lienee. For 
it is requisite that we should explain its ingress into and 
animation of the body, for the sake of doctrine and per- 
spicuity. Though there never was a time, therefore, in 
which this universe was not animated, and it is not 



218 


SELECT WORKS OF PLOTINUS. 


possible for body to subsist if soul is absent, nor was 
matter ever unadorned, yet it is possible in conception and 
in words to separate these from each other. For by these 
we may analyze every composition. The truth then is as 
follows : If body had no existence, there would be no pro- 
gressions of soul ; since there is not any other place, where 
it is naturally adapted to be. If, however, soul intends to 
proceed, it will generate for itself a place, so that it will 
generate body. The stability of soul, however, being as it 
were corroborated in permanency itself, and soul also re- 
sembling the effulgence of a great light, a darkness was in 
the mean time generated in the very extremity of the light, 
which soul perceiving, gave form to it, since it was likewise 
the cause of its subsistence. For it was not lawful for any 
thing proximate to soul, to be destitute of form. Hence, 
by this obscure nature which Avas generated by soul, that 
which is calh^d obscure was received. [The universe] there- 
fore, being generated like a certain beautiful and various 
edifice, is not separated from its maker [soul], nor yet is 
mingled with it ; but the whole of it is every where con- 
sidered by its artificer as deserving a proAudential attention. 
It is advantageous, therefore, both to its existence and its 
beauty, to participate as much as possible of its maker ; 
and to the latter this participation is not injurious. For 
it governs, abiding on liigb. And the world is animated 
after such a manner, that it cannot Avith so much propriety 
be said to liave a soul of its own, as to have a soul presid- 
ing over it; being subdued by, and not subduing it, and 
being possessed, and not possessing. For it lies ^ in soul 

' Similar to this, one of the Chalthean Oracles, speaking of 
hunuin souls, says, 

‘El’ Si KHvraif 7rvf>ooi>c (Xxovaai uKpiaiovCt 

'E« yrarpoQiv icartuvraj;, d^’ Kariuvriitp 

*Efi7rvpiutv Spifrerat xapTrutv \j/vxorpo^op avQoc. 

*.e. “ But they lie iu Ootl, drawing vigorous torches [i.e. unities, 
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which sustaias it, and no part of it is destitute of soul ; 
being moistened with life, like a net in water. It is not, 
however, able to become that in which it lies ; but the sea 
[of soul] being now extended, the net is also co-extended 
with it, as far as it is able. For each of the parts is in- 
capable of existing in any other situation than where each 
is placed. But soul is naturally so great, because it is 
without quantity. Hence every body is comprehended by 
one and the same thing. And wherever body is extended, 
there also soul is. Unless, however, body existed, the 
attention of soul would not be at all directed to magnitude. 
For it is of itself that which it is. For the world is so 
greatly extended, through soul being present with the 
whole of it. And the extension of the world is bounded, 
so far as in its progression it has soul for its saviour. The 
magnitude of the shadow, likewise, is as great as the 
reason [or productive principle] which is suspended from 
soul. But the reason was of such a kind as to be able to 
produce as great a magnitude as the form of it wished 
might be produced. 

X. Thus conceiving, therefore, it is requisite that again 
betaking ourselves to that which always subsists invariably 
the same, we should assume all things existing at once, 
such as the air, light, the sun, and the moon. And, like- 
wise, that we should again consider light and the sun as 
at once all things, but having the order of things first, 
second, and third. Here, also, we must consider soul as 
being always established ; and in the next place, we must 
assume the natures which are first, and those that are in a 
consequent order, as the extremity of fire in that which is 
posterior ; from the shadow of that fire which subsists at 

images of fAe one], descending from the father ; and from these 
descending, the soul plucks of empyrean fniits, the soul-nourisliing 
fiewer.” See my Collection of these Oracles, in the ** Old Monthly 
Magazine.” 
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the extremity of things, forming a conception of the fire 
which ranks as the first. In the next place, we must con- 
ceive this ultimate fire to l>e at the same time illuminated, 
so as to resernhle form running into that nature which is 
hurled towards it, which was first generated, and is entirely 
obscure. It is, Ijowever, adorned according to reason by 
the power of soul, whicli possesses in itself wholly a power 
of adorning by reasons [or productive principles] ; just as 
the reasons in seeds fashion and give form to animals, as if 
th<*v were (certain little worlds. For wdiatever comes into 
contact with soul, is made to be such as the essence of soul 
is naturally adaj)t.ed to make it. Soul, however, makes, 
not by an adventitious decision, nor by waiting for counsel 
and consideration ; ft)r thus it would make not according 
to nature, but according to adscititious art. For art is 
posterior to, and imitates soul ; producing obscure and im- 
iK'cile imitations, which are things of a ludicrous nature, 
and not of much worth, and emploving many machines in 
i\u\ formation of images. But soul by the power of essence 
has dominion over bodies in siieh a ww, that they arc 
generated and subsist, just as she leads them, since they 
are unable from tlie first to oppose her wull. For in things 
of a posterior nature whicli impede each other, matter^ is 
fre(|uently deprived of the attainment of the appropriate 
form which the productive principle [latent] in the seed 
wished it to have. There, ho^vever [i.e., in the universe], 
ihe wliole form l)eing generated by soul, and the generated 
natures having at the same time an arrangement, thal 
w'hich is produced becomes beautiful wdthout labour, and 
without impediment. But in the universe are fabricated: 
some things indeed which are statues of the Gods, others 
which are the habitations of men, and others which arc 
adapted to other things. For wliat else ought to be gene- 

' From the version of Ficinus, it is necessary here to supply th< 
\vi)rd 1/ 1‘Xif 
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rated about soul, except those things which it possesses the 
power of producing ? For the property of tire is to pi*o- 
diice heat, and of another thing [cold] to refrigerate. But 
the peculiarity of soul is, j>artly to produce something from 
itself into another thing, and partly to ])roduce something 
in itself. For in inanimate natures, indeed, that which is 
from themselves, lies in them as it were in a dormant state; 
but that which tends to another thing, endeavours to assi- 
milate to itself that wlii(!h is able to be j>as8ive to it. And 
this is common to each of them, to load other tilings to a 
similitude to itself. That which energizes, however, in 
soul is something of a vigilant nature, and this is also the 
case with that which tends from it to another thing. 
Hence, it causes other things to live wliich do not live 
from themselves, and confers on them such a life as it lives 
itself. The life of soul, therefore, being cssentialized in 
reason, imparts reason to body, as an image of that which 
it possesses itself. For that which it imiiarts to body is an 
image of life. Body, also, receives from soul corporeal 
morphce, of which soul contains the productive princijiles. 
Soul, likewise, comprehend.s in itself the ])roductive prin- 
ciples of Gods,* and of all things. Hence, the world also 
contains all things in itself. 

XI. Those ancient w ise men, likewise, who wishing that 
the Gods should be present with them, fabricated tem}>l(‘8 
and statues, appear to mo to have directed their attention 
to the nature of the universe, and to have intelJectuaJly 
perceived, that the nature of soul is every w here tractable ; 
and that it may be received the most easily of all things, 
if any thing is fashioned so as to be passive to it, and is 
able to receive a certain portion of it. But every thing is 
disposed to be passive which is in any way imitative, so as 

^ t.e. Of divine souls, each of w’hich is a God according to partici- 
pation. See the first book of iny translation of Prod us On the 
Theology of Plato.” 
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to be able like a mirror to seize a certain form. For the 
nature of the universe has fashioned all things most arti- 
ficially in imitation of those forms the participations of 
which it contains in itself. And since every thing is thus 
generated, the reason [or productive principle] in matter, 
which was fashioned according to a reason prior to matter, 
is conjoined to that God, conformably to whom it was 
generated, and which the soul looks to, and possesses while 
it fabricates. Hence it was not possible for any thing to be 
generated destitute of this God ; nor again, is it possible for 
him to descend hither ; since this God is intellect, the sun 
of the intollectual world. Let this, therefore, be assumed 
by us as tlic paradigm of reason. But next to this soul 
follows, suspended from permanently abiding intellect, and 
being also itself permanent. Soul, therefore, imparts the 
terminations of itself which are prior to this visible sun, to 
this sun ; and causes it through itself as a medium to bo 
conjoined to intellect, becoming as it were an interpreter of 
the things dt;rived from intellect to the sun, and also of 
those which revert from the sun to intellect, so far as the 
former recurs through soul to the latter. For no one thing 
is very remote from another ; and yet again, it is remote 
through difference and mi.\ture. But every thing [in the 
intellectual region] is in itself, not locally, and each is 
united to each, and is at the same time separate from 
etioh. These, however, [i,c. the mundane spheres] are 
Gods, because they are never deserted by intellect and 
soul ; and are suspended from the primordial soul, which 
is as it were departing [from mundane natures]. These, 
therefore, so far as they are what they are, and so far 
as they are said to look to intellect [are divine]; the 
vision of soul itself being directed no where else than to 
intellect.^ 

^ The latter part of this sentence in the original is as follows ; 
oiSa^ov ^lfvxiie avrii^ i) ouftarog tKii /)Xc?rov<rqc i but both the sense 
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Xn. The souls of men, however, beholding the images 
of themselves, like that of Bacchus in a mirror,^ were from 
thence impelled to descend ; jet were not cut olf from their 
principle and from intellect. For they did not descend in 
conjunction with intellect, but proceeded as far as to the 
earth, their heads being at the same time established above 
the heavens. It happened, however, that their descent 
was m^ore extended, because that which subsists in them 
as a medium, is compelled to exercise a guardian care, in 
consequence of the nature into which it arrives requir- 
ing solicitous attention. But the father Jupiter, com- 
miserating laborious souls, made the bonds about which 

and the version of Ficinus require tliat the word aw^warof should be 
expunged. 

^ The meaning of what is here said by Plotinus, will bo illus- 
trated by the following remarkable passage from the MS. Com- 
mentary of Olympiodorus “On the Phiedo.” “In order,” (says 
he) “to the soul’s descent, it is necessary that she should first 
establish an image of herself in the body; and in the second place, 
that she should sympathize with the image according to a simili- 
tude of form. For every form hastens into a sameness with itself, 
through an innate convergency to itself. In the third place, 
becoming situated in a divisible nature, it is necessary that she 
should be laceiated and scattered togetber with Mich a nature, and 
that she should fall into an ultimate distribution, till through a 
cathartic life, she raises herself from the extreme disj>ersion, 
loosens the bond of sympathy through which she is united to the 
body, and energizing witliout the image, becomes established 
according to her primary life. And we may behold a resemblance 
of all this, in the fable respecting Bacchus the paradigm of our 
intellect. For it is said that Dionysius, establishing his image 
in a mirror, pursued it, and thus become distributed into the 
universe. But A]K)11o excited and elevated Bacchus, this Ood 
being a cathartic deity, and the true saviour of Dionysius. And 
on this account he is celebrated as Dionysoter. {Siopvtriorijp, for so 
it is requisite to reatl, and not diovvcorii^,)” See more on this 
subject in the second edition of my treatise, “ On the Eleusinian 
and Bacchic Mysteries,” in Number 16 of the “Pamphleteer,” for 
November, 1816, 
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they labour mortal, causing them to have periodical cessa- 
tions of their toil, and a liberation from body, that they also 
may become situated there where the soul of the universe 
always resides, without any conversion to these inferior 
realms. For what the world now possesses is sufficient to 
it, and will be perpetually through all the following revo- 
lutions and periodic restitutions of time, and this estab- 
lished in measures of definite lives, in which these are led 
to an harmonious agreement with those. At the same 
time, likewise, all things are arranged by one reason, with 
reference to the ascent and descent of souls, and every 
other particular. The symiyhony, however, of souls with the 
order of the universe, which nevertheless are not suspended 
from the universe, hid co-adapt themselves in their descent, 
and make one concord with the mundane circulation, is tes* 
tlfied by this, that their fortunes, lives, and deliberate elections, 
are signified by the figures of the stars. That the universe, 
likewise, utters as it were one voice harmonically and 
aptly, is assorted by the ancients more than any thing else, 
though obscurely. But this would not be the case, unless 
the universe was both active and passive through its par- 
ticipation of intellectual forms, in the measures of its 
periods, orders, and lives; souls evolving themselves ac- 
cording to the genera of discursive progressions, at one 
time in the intelligible world, at another in the heavens, 
and at another being converted to these inferior realms. 
Every intellect, however, is always in the intelligible 
world, and never departing from its own proper habita- 
tion, but established on high, sends through soul these 
objects of sensible inspection. But soul from its proximity 
to intellect, is in a greater degree disposed according to 
the fonn which flourishes there, and to some of the natures 
posterior to itself imparts a sameness of subsistence, but 
to others a subsistence which is different at different times, 
and a wandering which proceeds in an orderly course. 
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Souls, however, do not always equally descend, but some- 
times more, and at other times less, though they may 
belong to the same genus. But each soul descends to 
that which is prepared for its reception, according to 
similitude of disposition. For it tends to that to which 
it has become similar ; one soul indeed to man, but 
another to some other animal. 

Xin. For justice, which is said to be inevitable, subsists 
in such a manner in a ruling nature, that every thing pro- 
ceeds in that order with reference to which it was generated 
an image of archetypal pre-election and disposition. And 
that whole form of the soul, is similar to that to which it 
has in itself a disposition, and which then sends and intro- 
duces it where it is proper for it to be situated ; not that 
it may then descend into body, or into this particular 
body ; but that when the prescribed period arrives, souls 
may as it were spontaneously descend, and enter into that 
receptacle in which it is necessary for them to reside. A 
different soul, also, has a different time of descent ; which 
when it arrives, souls descend, as if called by a cryer, enter 
into an appropriate body, and are similarly affected with 
those who are moved and bonie along by the powers and 
strong attractions of magicians. They, likewise, resemble 
the administration which takes place in one animal, which 
moves each in a certain time, and generates hair, the 
beard, and the nature of horns, and now impels them to, 
and causes them to be efflorescent in things of this kind, 
which they did not possess before. They are also similar 
to the administration in the growth of trees which vegetate 
in orderly pre-established periods of time. Souls, however, 
proceed neither voluntarily, nor from cofiipulsion. For that 
which is voluntary in them [when they descend] is not 
as if it were deliberate choice, but resembles a physical 
leaping, or the natural tendencies to wedlock, or the im- 
pulses to certain beautiful actions, to which we are not 

8 
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excited by a reasoning process. A certain particular thing, 
however, is always accompanied with a certain destiny. 
And to this thing the present time, but to another the 
future pertains [as to the accomplishment of the decrees 
of fate]. The destiny, indeed, of the intellect which is 
prior to the world, is to remain in the intelligible region, 
iMid from thence to impart something [to the sensible 
Tuiiverse]. And particulars, falling under the universal 
law, are from thence sent hither. For in each, that which 
is universal is inherent. This law, also, does not receive 
its perfective power externally, but is imparted so as to be 
in the natui*cs that use it, and to be carried about with 
them. When the time, likewise, arrives [which the law 
decreed], then that is effected which it wished to be 
effected, by those who possess this law. Hence, they 
themselves accomplish the law which surrounds them, 
and becomes strong through being established in them ; 
o[)pressing them as it were with its weight, and producing 
in them a promptitude and vehement desire of arriving at 
that place, to which the law within them announces they 
sliouid come. 

XIV. These things, therefore, thus subsisting, this world 
having many lights, and being illustrated by souls, is 
adorned by other prior worlds, deriving a different gift 
from a different world ; both from those Q-ods themselves, 
and from other intellects, through whom souls are imparted 
to the universe. And it is probable, that this is obscurely 
indicated by the fable, in which it is said that Prometheus 
having fashioned a woman, the other Gods also contributed 
to her embellishment. It is likewise said, that he mingled 
earth with water, and inserted the human voice ; that he 
gave her a form resembling that of the Goddesses ; that 
Venus and the Gntces imparted something to her; and 
that a different divinity bestowed on her a different gift. 
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And lastly, that from the gift, and all the givers, she was 
called Pandora^ For all the Gods gave something to this 
figment, which was produced by a certain providence? But 
what else is signified by Prometheus warning his brotlier 

^ The recondite meaning of this fable, is thus beautifully un- 
folded by Olympiodonis in his MS. Scholia, “On the (Jorgiasof 
Plato : ” Prometheus is the inspective guardian of the descent of 
rational souls : for to exert a providential energy is the employ- 
ment of the rational soul, and prior to any thing else to know 
itself. Irrational natures, indeed, i)erceive through percuHsion, 
and prior to inii)ulsion know nothing ; but the rational nature is 
able, prior to information from another, to know what is useful. 
Hence, Epimetheus is the inspeotive giiardian of the irrational 
soul, because it knows through percussion, and not prior to it. 
Prometheus, therefore, is that power wliich presides over the 
descent of rational souls. But the^re which he stole from heaven, 
signifies the rational soul itself ; because as fire tends upward, so 
the rational soul pursues things on high. But you will say, why 
is this fire said to have been stolen ? I answer, that which is 
stolen is transferred from its proper place to one that is foreign. 
Since, therefore, the rational soul is sent from its proper place of 
abode on high, to earth as to a foreign region, on this account the 
fire is said to be stolen. But why was it concealed in a reetl? 
Because a reed is cavernous, and therefore signifies the fluid body 
in which the soul is carried. Wliy, however, was the fire stolen, 
contrary to the will of Jupiter? Again, the fable speaks as a 
fable. For both Prometheus and Jupiter are willing that flie 
soul should abide on high ; but as it is requisite that she should 
descend, the fable fabricates particulars accommodated to the 
persons. And it represents, indeed, the superior character, which 
is Jupiter, as unwilling ; for he wishes the soul always to abide 
on high : but the inferior character, Prometheus, obliges her to 
descend. Jupiter, therefore, ordered Pandora to be made. And 
what else is this than the irrational soulf which is of a feminine 
characteristic? For as it was necessary that the soul should 
descend to these lower regions, but being incorporeal and divine, 
it was impossible for her to be conjoined with body without a 
medium ; hence she becomes united with it through the irrational 
soul But this irrational soul was called Pandora, because each of 
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Epimetheus, not to accept the gift' [Pandora], than that 
the choice of that which is in the intciligible, is more 
excellent [than of that which is in the sensible world] ? 
The maker, however, Prometheus, was afterwards bound, 
because in a certain respect he comes into contact with the 
thing generated by him. A bond, also, of this kind is 
external, and the solution of it is by Hercules ; because he 
possesses a liberating power. Of these things, however, 
any one may form whatever opinion he pleases. But it 
is evident that the gifts imparted to the world are indicated 
by this fable, and that it accords with what has been before 
said. 

XV. Souls, therefore, fall from the intelligible world, in 
the first place indeed, into the heavens, and there receiving 
a body, they now proceed through it into more terrene 
bodies, so far as their progressions are more extended in 
length. And some of them indeed, proceed from the 
heavens into inferior bodies, but others pass from certain 
bodies into others ; these being such as have not a powder 
sufficient to raise themselves from hence, on account of the 
gn,*at weight and oblivion which they have attracted, and 
which draw them downward by their opjpressive influence. 


the Gods liestowed on it some particular gift. And this signifies 
that the illuminations which terrestrial natures receive, take place 
through the celestial bodies.” * 

‘ Ficinus, in what is here said of Prometheus, appears to have 
entirely mistaken the meaning of Plotinus, and also not to have 
attended to what is asserted in the fable itself. For the transla- 
tion of Ficinus is : ** Quod autem Epimetheus ei donum dederit 
nullum.” But the Greek is : o irpofindtvQ avoiroioifui^oc Tb bCipov 
avrov. See the Works and Days of Hesiod. 


* For the irrational soul is an immaterial hody^ or in other 

w*ords, vitalized extension, such as the mathematical bodies which 
we frame in the phantasy or imagination ; and the celestial bodies 
are of this kind. 
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But souls become different from each other, either through 
the diversity into which they are introduced, or through 
the difference of their fortunes and educations; or again, 
they have a difference from themselves; or they differ in 
all these respects, or in some of them. And some of them, 
indeed, entirely fall under the dominion of the fate which 
is here ; but others, at one time are subject to fate, and at 
another are dependent only on themselves. Others again 
grant that such things as are necessary must indeed be 
endured, but that such things as are their own works 
belong to themselves, and that living according to another 
legislation which comprehends in itself all beings, they 
give themselves to another more sacred law. This legisla- 
tion, however, is a contexture consisting of all the reasons 
and causes that are here, of psychical motions and the 
laws derived from thence. It also accords with these, 
thence receives its principles, and weaves together with 
them whatever is of a consequent nature. And such 
things indeed, as are able to save themselves according to 
their proper habit, it preserves unshaken ; but it conducts 
other things to that condition of being to which they are 
naturally adapted, so as to be the cause *in their descent of 
the different situations of different things. 

XVI, The punishments, therefore, which are inflicted 
with justice on the wicked, it is proper to refer to the 
order which leads every thing in a becoming manner. 
Such things, however, as happen to the good without 
justice, as punishments, or poverty, or disease, may be said 
to take place through offences committed in a former life. 
For these things are woven together, and are pre-signified, 
80 that they are also produced according to reason. Or 
shall we say that these are not effected according to 
physical reasons, nor to be ranked among things which 
have a preeedaneous subsistence, but among such as are 
consequent to them ? As if some edifice should fall, the 
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animal upon which it falls would be killed, whatever it 
might be. Or as if two certain things moving with an 
orderly motion, or even one thing thus moving, that which 
happens to fall at the time, should be broken or trampled 
on. Or it may be said, that this unjust circumstance is 
not an evil to him who suffers it, and is useful to the con- 
nexion of the whole of things. Or that neither is it 
unjust, things having a just retribution from antecedent 
transactions. For it is not proper to think that some 
things are co-ordinated, but that others are to be referred 
to the impulse of arbitrary will. For if it is necessary 
that things should be generated according to causes and 
physical consequences, and according to one reason and 
one order, it is also necessary to think that the smallest 
things are co-ordinated, and woven together. Hence the 
unjust conduct of one man towards another, is indeed 
unjust to the doer, and the agent is not without blame, yet 
being co-ordinated in the universe, it is not unjust with 
reference to it, nor to him who suffers the injury, but it 
was thus fit that it should take place. But if he who is 
injured is a worthy man, the end of these things is good 
to him.^ For it ts necessai'y to think, that this co-ordi- 
nation of things is not without divinity, and is not 
tin just, but is accurate in the retribution of that which 
is appropriate; but that it has immanifest causes, and 
on this account is the occasion of blame to the 
ignorant. 

‘ Conformably to this, it is divinely said by Plato in the 
Republic : “ Whatever comes from the Gotla to the man who is 
beloved by the Gods, will all be the best possible, unless he has 
some necessary ill from former miscarriage. Hence, if the just 
man happens to be in poverty, or disease, or in any other of those 
seeming evils, these things issue to him in something good either 
whilst alive or dead. For never at any time is he neglected by 
the Gods, who inclines earnestly to endeavour to become just, and 
practises virtue, as far as it is possible for man to resemble God.** 
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XVII. That souls, however, first descend from the in- 
telligible into the heavens, may be rationally inferred from 
the following considerations. If the heaven is in the 
sensible place that which is most excellent, it will be proxi- 
mate to the extremities of intelligibles. Hence, the celestial 
bodies are first animated frohi thence, and participate of 
them, as being more adapted to participation. But a ter- 
restrial body is the last of bodies, is naturally adapted to 
participate of soul in a less degree, and is more remote 
from an incorporeal nature. All the celestial souls indeed 
illuminate heaven, and impart as it were much of them- 
selves, and the first procession from themselves to it, but 
other things become fulgid through posterior natures. The 
souls, however, which descend below the heavens, illumi- 
nate another inferior nature, but their condition is not 
ameliorated by proceeding to a greater extent. For there 
is something which is as it were a centre ; but after this is 
a circle shining from the centre ; and after this, another 
circle, which is a light emanating from a light. External 
to these, however, there is no longer another circle of light, 
but that which is posterior to them is indigent of its proper 
light, through the want of a foreign splendour. But let 
this be a rhombus, or rather a sphere, of such a kind as to 
participate of the second of these circles, to which it is the 
next in order, and through proximity to which it becomes 
resplendent. The great light, therefore, [i.e. inhdlectj 
illuminates abiding, and the light which emanates from it 
proceeds according to [or is characterized by] reason. But 
the other things co-illuminate, some indeed abiding, but 
others Jbeing abundantly attracted by the splendour of that 
which is illuminated. In the next place, since the illumi- 
nated natures require much guardian attention, like ships 
in a storm at sea, the pilots of which incessantly watch 
over them, and neglecting their own concerns, forget that 
they are frequently in danger of perishing together with 
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the ships; thus also these souls are abundantly hurried 
away from their own concerns, and afterwards are detained 
in the bonds of enchantment, being held in durance 
through their attention to nature. But if each animal was 
such as the universe, having a body sufficient and peifect, 
and free from the danger of passivity, in this case, the 
soul which is said to be present with body, would not be 
present with it, but entirely abiding on high would impart 
life to the body [which is suspended from it]. 

XVIII. Again, shall we say that the soul employed the 
discursive energy of reason, before she came into body, 
and will also after her departure from it ? Or shall we 
say that a reasoning process is employed by her here, in 
consequence of her being involved in doubt and filled with 
care, through which she becomes debilitated in a greater 
degree? For through a diminution of intellect, she 
requires the discursive energy of reason in order to be 
sufficient to herself ; just as reasoning is requisite in the 
arts, through the artists being involved in doubts. But 
when there is no difficulty, then art subdues [its subject 
matter] and operates. If, however, souls live in the intel- 
ligible world without reasoning, how can they be any 
longer rational ? In answer to this, it may be said, that 
they are still rational, because they are able to employ a 
reasoning process whenever circumstances render it neces- 
sary. It is necessary, however, to assume a ratiocination 
of this kind ; since if some one should consider the dis- 
cursive energy of reason as a disposition always subsisting 
from intellect in souls, and a stable energy which is as it 
were au evolution of intellectual light, and if in the intelli- 
gible souls also use the reasoning power, yet as it Appears 
to me, we must not think that voice is employed by them 
there, so long as they entirely subsist in the intelligible 
world. But when they have bodies in the heavens, they 
do not use the dialect which they employ here through in- 
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digenoe or ambiguity ; but performing every thing in an 
orderly manner, and according to nature, they neither 
command any thing to be done, nor consult about it. 
They also mutually know the objects of their knowledge 
through a consciousness of perception ; since even here 
likewise we know many things through the eyes, pertaining 
to those that are silent. There, however, every body is pure, 
and each inhabitant as it were an eye. Nothing likewise is 
there concealed, or fictitious, but before one can speak to 
another, the latter knows what the former intended to say. 
But there is no absurdity in admitting that doemons and 
souls that dwell in the air use voice ; for such as these are 
animals. 

XIX. Shall we however say that the impartible and par- 
tible, are to be considered according to the same thing [in 
the soul], as if they were mingled together ; or that the 
impartible is to be assumed according to one thing, but the 
partible as something successive, and another part of the 
soul ? J ust as we say the rational part is one thing, but 
the irrational another. This, however, will be known, when 
we have explained what we say each of these is. The im- 
partible, therefore, is simply assumed by Plato, but the 
partible not simply ; [for he says that the soul is a 
medium between an essence impartible] and an essence 
which is divisible about bodies, and that the soul is not on 
this account generated. It is requisite, therefore, to con- 
sider after what manner the nature of body is indigent of 
soul for the purposes of living ; and to see that it is neces- 
sary the soul should every where be present with the body,, 
and also with the whole of it. Every sensitive power 
indeed, if it perceives through the whole body, arrives at 
the whole, by being divided. For being every where in the 
body, it may be said to be divided ; but appearing every 
where a whole, 'ti may be said that it is not entirely distri- 
buted into parts ; but that it becomes partible about bodies. 
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If, however, some one should say that the soul is not 
divided in the other senses, but in the touch alone, to this 
we reply, that the soul is also divided in the other senses, 
since it is the body which receives it, but that it is less 
divided than in the touch. T^he physical and augmenta- 
tive powders also of tlie soul, ‘are divided in a similar 
manner. And if desire dwells about the liver, but anger 
about the heart, the same thing must also be asserted of 
these. Perha]^s how^ever, these w^ere not assumed in that 
mixlnro ; or }»erhaps they were assumed, but after another 
manner, and these w'ere produced from some one of the 
assumed particulars. But the reasoning power and in- 
tellect, do not give themselves to body ; for their w^ork is 
not effected through corporeal instruments ; since these 
are an impedinumt when they are employed in contemjJa- 
tious. Hence the impartible is different from the partible, 
and t hey arc* not mingled as one thing, but as a whole con- 
sisting of parts, each of which is pure, and separate in 
j»owor. If, how'ever, that which becomes ])artible about 
bodies, has the impartible from a more sublime power, this 
very same thing may be both impartible and partible, as 
being mingled from tlie partible, and the power which 
proceeds into it from on high. 

XX. It is requisite, however, to consider whether these, 
iind w hat an? called the other parts of the soul are in place, 
or those in sliort arc not, but the other parts are, and if 
they are w hore they are, or wdiether none of them is in 
place. For if we do not assign a certain place to the 
several parts of the soul, but admit that each of them is 
no w'here, and thus make them to be no more within, tliau 
without the body, we shall render the body inanimate, and 
shall not be able to show how those w^orks are effected 
which are performed through the corporeal organs. Or if 
we admit that some of the parts of the soul are in place, 
but others not, we shall not appear to grant those parts to 
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be in us which we exclude from place, so that neither shall 
we admit that the whole of our soul is in us. In short, 
therefore, we must neither assert that any one of the parts 
of the soul, nor that the whole of it is in body. For place 
is that which comprehends, and is comprehensive of body ; 
and where each thing is that is divided, there it is situated 
in such a way that the whole is not in any thing indis- 
criminately. Soul, however, is not body, and is not rather 
that which is comprehended than that which comprehends. 
Nor yet is it in body as in a vessel ; for if it were, the body 
would become inanimate, whether it comprehended the soul 
as a vessel, or as place ; unless it should be said that the 
soul is collected in itself, and by a certain distribution 
transmits something of itself into its vessel the body, and 
thus as much as the vessel participates, so much will be 
taken away from the soul. Place, however, properly so 
called, is incorporeal, and not body. So that in what will 
it be indigent of soul ? Body also, not by itself, but by 
the boundary of itself, will approximate to soul. Many 
other objections, likewise, may be urged against him who 
asserts that soul is in place. For i)lace will always be co- 
introduced with soul ; and [it may still be ask(‘d ] what will 
that be which introduces together with itself place? If 
place also is interval, much less will soul be in the body as 
in place. For it is necessary, that interval should be a 
vacuum. Body, however, is not a vacuum, but perhaps 
that will be a vacuum in which body is ; so that body will 
be in a vacuum. Moreover, neither wdll soul be in the 
body as in a subject. For that which is in a subject, is a 
passion of that in which it is, as colour and figure. But 
soul is separable from the body. Nor yet, is soul in the 
body, as a part in the wdiole : for soul is not a part of the 
body. But if some one should say that soul is a part as in 
the whole animal, in the first place indeed, the same doubt 
will remain how it is in the whole. For it is not proper to 
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conceive that it subsists either as wine in a vessel of wine, 
or as a vessel in a vessel ; nor in the same manner as a 
thing is in itself. Nor again, will it be in body as a whole 
in the parts. For it is ridiculous to say that the soul is a 
whole, but the body pai*ts. Neither is it as form in matter: 
for the form which is in matter, is inseparable from matter. 
And matter now existing, form afterwards accedes to it. 
But soul produces the form in matter, being itself some- 
thing different from material form. If, however, it should 
be said that soul is not a generated, but a separate form, it 
will not yet be manifest how this form is in body ; and soul 
will be separate from body. How then is it said by all men, 
that the soul is in the body ? Shall we say it is because 
not the soul but the body is visible ? Perceiving therefore 
the body, and conceiving it to be animated because it is 
moved and has sensible perception, we say that the body 
has the soul. Hence, therefore, we say that the soul is in 
the body. If, however, the soul were visible and sensible, 
so as to be perceived to be full of life, to comprehend 
entirely the body in life, and to extend itself equally to the 
extremities of it, we should no longer say that the soul is 
in the body, but that in the more principal nature that 
which is not such subsists, in that which contains, the 
thing contained, and that which ffows in that which does 
not flow. 

XXI. What tlien shall we say, if some one should ask 
us how the soul is present with the body, without giving 
us any information himself on the subject ? And also if 
he should ask us whether the whole soul is similarly pre- 

^sent, or a different part is differently present with the 
body? Since, therefore, none of the above-mentioned 
modes of the subsistence of one thing in another^ is 
adapted to the subsistence of the soul in the body ; but 

: And these modes are enumerated by Aristotle in bis **Phydc8.** 
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the soul is said to be in the body in such a way as the 
pilot in a ship, this is well said so far as pertains to the 
power by which the soul is able to separate itself from the 
^dy ; yet it does not entirely exhibit to us the mode which 
we are now investigating. For the pilot, so far as he is a 
sailor, will be from accident a pilot in the ship. But if the 
soul is present with the body in the same manner as the 
pilot alone with the ship, how is this effected ? For the 
pilot is not in all the shi]), in the same manner as the soul 
is in all the body. Shall we, therefore, say, that the soul 
is in the body, in the same way as art is in the instruments 
of art ? For instance, as art in the rudder, if the rudder 
was animated, so that the piloting ai*t is within it, moving 
it artificially. Now, however, there is this difference be- 
tween the two, that art operates externally. If, therefore, 
we admit that the soul is in the body, conformably to the 
paradigm of the pilot within the rudder, as in a natural in- 
strument ; for he thus will move it, in whatever he wishes 
to effect ; shall we make any accession to the object of our 
investigation? Or shall we again be dubious how the 
soul is in the instrument? And though this mode is 
different from the former modes, yet we still desire to dis- 
cover [something farther], and to accede still nearer to the 
thing proposed. 

XXII. Shall we therefore say, that when the soul is 
present with the body, it is present in the same manner as 
light is with the air ? For again, this when present is [in 
rwlity] not present. And being present through the 
whole, is mingled with no part of it. It is also itself per- 
manent, but the air flows by it. And when the air becomes 
situated out of that in which there is light, it departs 
possessing nothing luminous ; but as long as it is under 
the light, it is illuminated. Hence, here also, it may be 
rightly said, that air is in %ht, rather than light in air. 
On this account, likewise, Plato [in the “ Timasus ”] does 



238 


SELECT WORKS OF PLOTINUS. 


aot place soul in the body of the universe, but the body of 
the universe in soul. And he says, that there is some- 
thinj^ of soul in which body is contained, and also some^ 
thin^ in which there is nothing of body ; meaning by the 
latter those powers of the soul, of which the body is not 
indigent. The same thing, likewise, must be said of other 
souls. Hence, we must assert, that the other powers of the 
soul arc not present with the body ; but that those powers 
are present with it of which it is indigent ; and that they 
are present, without being established either in the parts, 
or in the whole of the body. We must also say, that for 
the purpose of sensation indeed, the sensitive power is pre- 
sent with the whole of the sentient [organs] ; but that with 
respect to energies, a different energy is present with a 
different part of the body. But my meaning is as follows : 

XXIII. Since the animated body is illuminated by the 
soul, a different part of the body differently participates of 
it; Jind the power fitted to effect a certain work, is de- 
nominated according to the aptitude of the organ to the 
work. Thus the power in the ey(*s is denominated visive, 
in the ears acoustic, in the tongue gustic, and in the nostrils 
olfa(dIve ; but we say that the power of the touch is present 
with the w^hole body. For in order to effect this per- 
ception, the whole body is present as an instrument with 
the soul. Since, however, the instruments of the touch are 
in the nerves first, which also have the power of moving 
the animal, this powder imparts itself from the nerves. But 
the nerves beginning from the brain, which is the principle 
of sense and impulse, and in short of the whole animal, as 
they are derived from hence to the other parts of the body, 
that which uses these instruments is considered as sub- 
sisting there where the principles of the instruments sub- 
sist. It is better, however, to say, that the principle of 
the energy of the power is there; for from whence the 
instrument 'is to be moved, there it is requisite that the 
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power of the artificer, which is adapted to the instrument, 
should be as it were firmly fixed ; or rather not the power, 
since power is every where. But the principle of enorpy is 
there, where the principle of the instrument exists. Since, 
therefore, the power of sensible perception, and the power 
of impulse, pertain to the sensitive soul, and the nature of 
the phantasy, which as being nearer to that whicli is 
beneath, have reason situated above them; — this being 
the ease, where this principle is in the supreme part, there 
reason was placed by the ancients in the summit of the 
whole animal, viz. in the head ; not as being [ immediately J 
situated in the brain, but in this sensitive power, througli 
which [as a medium] reason is estiiblished in the brain. 
For it is requisite to assign the sensitive power to tin* 
body, and to that which is especially the recipient of the 
energy of the body. But it is necessary that the form of 
the soul which is able to receive apprehensions from reason, 
should communicate with reason which has no communica- 
tion with the body. For the sensitive j^ower is in a certain 
respect judicial; and the fantastic power is at it were in- 
tellectual. Impulse and appetite also follow the phantasy 
and reason. Hence the reasoning power is there, not as in 
place, but because that which is [locally] tliere, enjoys this 
power [by participation]. But how that which is tliere 
subsists, has been shown in the sensitive jiowor. Sinct.*, 
however, the vegetative, and also the augmentative and 
nutritive powers never fail, but each of them nourishes 
through the blood, and the blood which nourishes is in 
the veins, but the principle of the veins and the blood is 
in the liver, in which these pow ers are firmly fixed ; — this 
being the case, the ancients as.signed this place to a por- 
tion of the epithymetic soul. For that which generates, 
nourishes, and increases, must necessarily desire these 
[viz. the veins and blood]. But as attenuated, light, 
acute, and pure blood, is an instrument adapted to anger, 
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the fountain of the blood, the heart, was considered by the 
ancients as a fit habitation for anger. For here a blood of 
this kind is secreted, which is adapted to the effervescence 
of anger. 

XXIV. Souls, however, still having a body imdergo 
corporeal punishments. But where does the soul dwell 
on its departure from body ? It will not indeed be here, 
where there is not any thing to receive it. For it is not 
able to abide in that which is not naturally adapted to 
receive it, unless the recipient has something of an unwise 
and insane nature which attracts the soul to it. But the 
soul is in such a recipient as this, if it has something 
besides itself ; and it there follows where this recipient is 
naturally adapted to be and to be generated. Since, how- 
ever, each place is ample, it is necessary that a difference 
should be produced both from the disposition of the soul, 
and the justice which has dominion in things. For no one 
can ever fly from the punishment which it ^comes him to 
suffer for unjust deeds. For the divine law is inevitable, 
containing at once in itself the power of accomplishing 
what it has now judged to be fit. In the mean time, he 
who suffers is ignorantly led to that which it is proper he 
should suffer, being every where in his wanderings con- 
ducted in a circuitous course * by an unstable motion, but 
at length, like one wearied by the resistance which he has 
made, falling into a place adapted to him, he undergoes an 
involuntaiy suffering through a voluntary motion. In the 
law, however, it is promulgated how much and how long 
it is necessary to suffer. And again, at the same time a 
remission of punishment concurs with the power of flying 
from those places [in which the punishment is inflicted] 
through a power of harmony by which all things are de- 

^ Instead of aimpabiftvoQ in this place, it appears from the version 
of Ficinus, that we should read ‘tnptay6iuvoc. And indeed, the 
sense of the passage requires this emendation. 
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tained. But to souls that have bodies, it also pertains to 
undergo corporeal punisj^ments. Souls, however, that are 
pure, and attract nothing whatever to themselves of body, 
are also necessarily unco^ifined by the body. If, therefore, 
they are not at all in hody, for neither have they a body, 
they are there where essence and being, and that which is 
divine, subsist, viz. in God. Hence, a soul of this kind will 
be here, and together with these, and in deity. If, how- 
ever, you still inquire where it will be, you must also 
inquire where they are. But in exploring this, do not 
exjjlore it with the eyes, nor as if you were investigating 
bodies, 

XXV. With respect to memory, it must be considered 
whether souls on departing from these places recollect 
[what happened to them on the earth] ; or whether this is 
the case with some souls, but not with others ; and like- 
wise, whether they have a recollection of all things, or of 
certain things only. And in a similar manner, it deserves 
to be investigated whether they always remember, or for a 
certain time near to their departure from hence. If, how- 
ever, we intend to investigate these things rightly, what 
that is which remembers must be first assumed. I do not 
mean that we must inquire what memory is, but what that 
is in which it is naturally adapted to subsist. For we have 
elsewhere shown what memory^ is, and it has been fre- 
quently mentioned ; but it must now be more accurately 
assumed what that is which is naturally adapted to re- 
member. If, therefore, the power of memory is something 
adventitious, or something belonging to discipline or passion, 
remembrance will not happen to beings which are impassive 
and superior to time. Hence, memory must not be placed 
in deity, or in being, or intellect. For to these nothing 
accedes ; nor does time, but eternity subsist about being. 

^ Memory is summarily, stability of knowledge ; just as immor- 
tality is stability of life, and eternity b stability of being. 
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Nor is citlier temporal priority or that which is successive 
tJicre ; hut each of these always subsists as it is, in same- 
ness, receiving no mutation. IHow, therefore, can that 
which is ill the same and the similar be in want of memory ? 
For it is not at all dis])osed in futurity in a way different 
from what it was before ; nor has it one intelligence after 
another, in order that it may abide in another, or that it 
may remember another intellection which it formerly pos- 
sessed. ]>ut what prevents it from knowing the mutations 
of other things, without being changed itself, such as the 
periods of the world ? Shall we say it is because it intel- 
lectually perceives one thing as lu'ior, but another as 
posterior which is consequent to the mutations of that 
which is convolved ? Besides, remembrance is different 
from intellectual perception : and it must not be said that 
the intellection of itself is recollection. For it does not 
]U-oceed in its energy for the pur])Ose of detaining it, lest 
it should depart; for thus it might fear lest the essence of 
its<'l£ should depart from itself. Neither, therefore, must 
it he said that soul remembers after the same manner, as 
wt‘ say it recollects those things wdiich it innately possesses. 
But having descended hither, it possesses these innate con- 
ceptions, yet doi's not [always] energize according to them, 
and especially when it has profoundly descended into body. 
The ancients, however, appear to have considered memory 
and reminiscence to be the same thing as fur the soul to 
eiic'rgizo according to those things which it now possesses ; 
so that this is another species of memory. Hence, time is 
not i)resent w’ith memory thus denominated. Perhaps, 
however, these things are considered by us lightly, and 
not accurately. For p>erhaps it may he doubted, whether 
memory and reminiscence belong to such a soul as this 
[which we are now considering] or whether they do not 
rather j)ertain to another more obscure soul, or to this 
animal which is a composite of soul and body. And if 
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they belong to another soul, it may also be doubted when 
and how it received what it recollects ; and a similar doubt 
will arise if they are said to pertain to the composite of 
soul and body. Hence, that must be investigated which 
was the subject of our inquiry from the first, what that is 
which possesses in us the power of remembering. And if^ 
indeed, it is tlu* soul which remembers, it must be con- 
sidered what part or power of the soul it is ; but if it is 
the sentient power, as to some it has appeared to be, 
what the mode is of its subsistence must be investigated, 
and what ought to be called the animal. And again, 
whether it is proper to admit that the same thing appre- 
hends both sensibles and intelligibles, or that one thing 
perceives the former, but another the latter of these. 

XXVI. If, therefore, the animal is both at one and the 
same time in the senses according to energy, it is also 
necessary that sensible perception should be a thing of this 
kind. Hence, likewise, it is said to be common, in the 
same manner as to bore with an auger and to w'eave ; in 
order that soul may subsist comformably to the artifi(ter, in 
sensible perception, but the body according to the instru- 
ment ; the body indeed suffering and being miuistraiit, but 
the soul receiving the impression of the body, or that 
which is effected through the body. Or the soul must 
receive the judgment arising from the passion of the 
body ; where, indeed, sense may thus be said to be the 
common work, bnt memory will not be compelled to per- 
tain to that which is common, the soul now receiving the 
impression, and either preserving or ejecting it; unless 
some one should infer that remembrance also is something 
common, because we acquire a good memory, and likewise 
become forgetful from the temperaments of the body. It 
may also be said, that the body either impedes or does not 
impede reminiscence, but that remembrance will neverthe* 
less be the province of the soul. And with respect to dis* 
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ciplines, how will the remembrance of these pertain to that 
which is common [or to the animal which is the composite 
of soul and body], and not rather belong to the soul ? But 
if the hnimal is both at once in such a way that another 
thing is produced from both, in the first place indeed, it 
will be absurd to say that the animal is neither body nor 
soul. For both being changed, the animal will not be 
something different from both ; nor again, both being 
mingled, will the soul be in the animal in capacity only ; 
though even in this case, remembrance will nevertheless 
belong to the soul. Just as in the mixture of honey with 
wine, if there is still something of sweetness in it, this will 
be derived from tlie honey. What then, if it should be 
said that the soul indeed herself remembers, yet in conse- 
quence of being in the body, and therefore not being pure, 
but as it were affected with quality, she is able to impress 
in the body the types of sensibles, and to establish as it 
were a scat in it, for the purpose of receiving forms, and 
preventing them from gliding away ? To this we reply, in 
the first place indeed, these types are not magnitudes ; nor 
in the second place, are they like impressions from a seal, 
or resistances, or figurations, beciiuse neither is there any 
impulsion there, nor does the same thing take place as in 
wax; but the mode even in sensibles resembles that of 
intellection. lu intellection, however, what resistance can 
there be ? Or what need is there of body, or corporeal 
quality in intellectual energy ? Moreover, it is necessary 
that soul should remember its own motions, such as its 
tendencies to the objects of its desire, and to things which 
it has not obtained, and which have not arrived at the 
body. For how could the body speak of things which have 
not arrived to it ? Or how can the soul i*ecollect in con- 
junction with body, that which the body is not at all natu- 
rally adapted to know P But it must said, indeed, that 
acme things end in the soul ; and these are such as enter 
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through the body; but that others pertain to the soul 
alone, if it is necessary that the soul should be something, 
and that there is a certain nature and work of it. If, 
however, this be the case, and it desires, and remembers its 
desire, it will also remember the attainment, or nou-attain- 
ment of the object of its desire, since its nature does not 
rank among things of a flowing condition. For if this is 
not admitted, we must neither grant that it has a co-sen sa- 
tion, nor a power of following the conceptions of intellect, 
nor a certain conspiration, and as it were consciousness of 
itself. For unless the soul naturally possessed these 
things, it would not obtain them through its union with 
the body ; but it would indeed have certain energies, the 
works of which would require the assistance of corporeal 
organs ; and of some things it would bring with itself the 
powers ; but of others it would also bring the energies. 
With respect to memory, however, the body is an impedi- 
ment to it ; since even now also oblivion is produced from 
the addition of certain things ; but through ablation and 
purification, memory frequently emerges. When the soul, 
therefore, is alone, it is necessary that the moveable and 
flowing nature of the body, should be the cause of oblivion 
and not of memory. Hence, also, body may be understood 
to be tho river of Lethe. Let, therefore, this passion [i.6. 
memory] belong to the soul. 

XXVII. To what soul, however, does memory pertain ? 
Does it belong to that more divine soul according to which 
we subsist, or to the other which we derive from the 
universe ? May we not say, that memory pertains to each 
of these; but that one kind of memory is peculiar, and 
another common ? and that when they are conjoined, all 
the species of memory subsist at once; but that when 
they are separated, if both should exist and remain, each 
soul will preserve for a long time the remembrance of 
things pertuning to itself, but for a short time the recoL 
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lection of foreign to its nature ? The image, there- 

fore, of Hercules, is in Hades.^ For it appears to me 
requisite to think, that this image has a recollection of 
every thing that has been transacted in life. For to this 
image life especially ]iiertained. Other souls, however, 
being both these together, have nothing more to say than 
what pertains to this life, and in consequence of being the 
composite of soul and body, know the concerns of the 
present state of existence, or besides this, something be- 
longing to justice. But we have not yet shown what 
Hercjules himself, who is without the image, will say. 
What, therefore, will the other soul say that is liberated 
and alone? For the soul, indeed, which is attracted by 
body, will recxdlect every thing which the man did or 
suffered [in the present life]. In the course of time, how- 
ever, after death, the recollection of other things also from 
former lives will arise, so that some of these will be dis- 
missed and despised. For the soul becoming in a greater 
degree purified from the body, will recollect those things, 
the reincmbranoe of which she had lost in the present life. 
But when she becomes situated in another body, she will 
then indeed departing [from an intellectual] speak of the 
concerns of an external life. She will, likewise, speak of 
the things which she has just left, and also of many things 
pertaining to a superior life. But as many adventitious 
ciriiuustances will arise in the course of time, she will 
always be oppressed wdth oblivion. What, however, will 
the soul which becomes alone remember ? Or should we 
not first consider to what power of the soul remembrance 
belongs ? 

XXVIII. Do we, therefore, remember through the 
powers by which we perceive sensibly and leam ? Or do 
we remember the objects of desire through the power by 

' ie. Tlie irrational, wdiicliis the image of the rational soul, is 
in the obscurity of the sensible life. 
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"which "we desire, and the objects of anger through tlio 
irascible power? For it mav be said, that it is not one 
thing which enjoys, and another which remembers what 
that thing enjoyed. The epitliymetic power, therefore, is 
again moved through memory to the objects wliich it once 
enjoyed, when they present themselves to its view. For 
why is it not moved by another object, or not after the 
same manner ? What hinders us, therefore, from granting 
to it a sensation of things of this kind ? And why may 
we not, therefore, attribute desire to the sensitive power, 
and this in every respect, so that every thing may be 
named according to that which predominates? Or shall 
we say, that we ascribe sense to each thing in a dilTc'reut 
manner? Thus, for instance, it is sight inch'ed that per- 
ceives, and not the ])ower which desires. But the power 
which desires is moved by sense, as it were in succ'ossion ; 
yet not in such a way as that sense can tell what the 
quality is of the desire, but so as to sufter without jx'r- 
ceiving what it is. Thus also with respect to anger, siglit 
sees the author of the injury, but anger rises in o]>] position 
to the injurer ; just as when a shei)h(‘rd sees a wolf among 
his flock, the dog, though he does not himself see the wolf, 
yet is excited by impulse, or by the noise which this cir- 
cumstance produces]. For the power, indeed, which 
desires, possesses in itself a vestige of wliat it formerly 
enjoyed, not as memory, but as a <lisji(>sition and passion. 
But it is another thing which perceives llie enjoymeut, and 
possesses in itself the remembrance of what has been done. 
That it is so, however, this is an argument, lljat memory 
frequently does not know what the things are of which 
desire participates, though they still reside iu it. 

XXIX. Shall we, therefore, ascribe memory to the seu- 
sitive power, and will the sensitive power be the same 
thing with ns as that which remembers ? If, however, the 
image of the soul remembers, as we have said, the sensitive 
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power will be twofold. And if the sensitive power does 
not remember, but something else, this something else will 
have the power of remembering in a twofold respect. 
Farther still, if the sensitive power is capable of appre- 
hending disciplines, it will also apprehend the objects of 
the dianoetic power [Le. the discursive power of reason], or 
something else will apprehend the objects of each of these. 
Sliall we, therefore, by admitting that the power which 
apprehends is common, attribute to it the remembrance of 
both these ? If, however, one and the same thing appre- 
hended sensibles and intelligibles, something to the purpose 
would perhaps be asserted. But if it is divided in a two- 
fold respect, there will nevertheless be two things. And 
if we ascribe both to each soul, four things will be pro- 
duced. In short, what necessity is there that we should 
remember through the same power by which we perceive, 
and that both sensible perception and recollection should 
bo effected by the same power, and also that we should 
remember dianoetic objects through the power by which 
we energize dianoetically ? For the same persons do not 
excel in dianoetically energizing and remembering, and 
those whose sensible perceptions are equally acute, do not 
remember equally. Some also excel in sensible perception, 
but others in memory whose sensations are not acute. 
Again, however, if each is different, it will be requisite 
that the power also should be different which remembers 
what sense had before perceived, and it will be necessary 
to perceive that which it is requisite to remember. Or 
may we not say that nothing hinders a sensible perception 
from being a phantasm to him who remembers, and that 
memory and retention may belong to the power of the 
phantasy, which is something different from memory. For 
it is this power in which sense ends ; and when sense no 
longer energizes, the sensible spectacle is present with the 
phantastic power. If, therefore, the imagination of an 
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absent object is present with this, it will now remember it. 
And if it remains, indeed, but for a little time, the remem- 
brance will be little ; but if for a long time the remem- 
brance will be greater, in consequence of this power being 
stronger, so that not being easily perverted, it will not be 
compelled to lose its remembrance Memory, therefore, 
belongs to the power of the phantasy, and to remember 
will consist of things of this kind. We say, however, that 
souls are differently disposed with respect to memory, 
either through differently possessing the powers of it, or 
by frequently or not frequently exercising it ; or by corpo- 
real temperaments being or not being inherent, and pro- 
ducing or not producing a change in quality, and causing 
as it were perturbation. These things, however, must l)e 
elsewhere discussed. 

XXX. What, however, shall we say of tlie conceptions of 
the dianoetic power ? Does the phantastic power pertain 
also to these? If, indeed, imagination followed every 
intellection, perhaps this imagination remaining, and being 
as it were an image of the dianoetic conception, there will 
thus be a remembrance of the thing known ; but if not, 
something else must be investigated. Perhaps, however, 
memory will be a reception into the phantastic power 
of reason following the conception. For a conception is 
impartible, and not yet having proceeded as it were out- 
wardly, it latently remains within. But reason evolving 
and educing into the phantastic power from each concej)- 
tion, exhibits the conception as it were in a mirror : and 
thus the apprehension, permanency, and remembrance 
of it are effected. Hence, since the soul is always moved 
to intelligence, when it perceives intellectually, then the 
apprehension of what it perceives is produced in us. Foi 
intelligence is one thing, and the apprehension of intelli 
genoe another. And we always indeed perceive intellec- 
tually, but we do not always apprehend that we do so. 
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This, however, is because the recipient not only receives 
intellections, but also the senses, and this alternately. 

XXXI. If, however, memory pei-tains to the phantastic 
power, but each soul is said to remember, there will be two 
powers of the phantasy. The two souls, therefore, being 
separate, eacli will possess a phantastic power. But since 
they are with us in the same thing, how will they be two, 
and in which of them will memory be ingenerated ? For if 
in both, Uku’c will alw'ays be twofold imaginations. For it 
must not bo said, that the remembrance of intelligibles 
pertains to the one, but of sensibles to the other; since 
thus there will in every resj^ect be two animals, having 
nothing in common with each other. If, therefore, there 
is memory in both what will be the difference? In the 
next place, what should hinder us from knowing this? 
Shall wo say that we are then ignorant of the difference, 
when the one power is in symphony with the other ; the 
phantastic po^vers not l)oing separate, but that which is 
the more (‘X(;ellent of the two prevailing, one phantasm is 
produced, since the one follows the other like a shadow, and 
is subservient to it like a less to a greater light. When, 
however, there is a contest and dissonance between the two, 
then the one shines forth through itself ; but it is con- 
cealed in the other, because in short that there are two 
souls is concealed from us. For both coalesce in one, and 
the one is diffused but not the other. The one, therefore, 
sees all things, and possesses some things indeed, proceed- 
ing from it, but dismisses others, as pertaining to the other 
power. Just as when we have sometimes conversed with 
persons of a viler character, and afterwards betake our- 
selves to those who are more worthy, we remember but 
little of our conversation with the former, but much of it 
with the latter. 

XXXII. What, however, ought we to say concerning the 
remembrance of friends, and children, and wives ; and also 
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of our country, and other things which it is not absurd to 
recollect? Shall we say that the image of the soul will 
remember each of these accompanied with passion, but 
that the superior soul will recollect these ini[)assively ? 
For passion, perhaps, was from the first in this image. 
And such of the passions as are of an (‘legaut nature, 
are in the worthy [t.e., the superior] soul, so far as 
it communicates with the other. It is tit, howeviT, 
that the inferior soul should also desire the recol- 
lection of the energies of the other soul, and espi'cially 
when it has likewise become itself elegant and worthy. 
But this inferior soul may from tlie first become better, in 
consequence of being disciplined by the more e.\celh‘nt 
soul. The latter, however, will gladly resign to oblivion 
the concerns of the former. For it may happen, that tlio 
latter soul being worthy, the former which is of an inferior 
nature, may be forcibly restrained by the superior bo\iL 
And in proportion as this more excellent soul hastens 
to the intelligible, it will forget the concerns of this world, 
unless the whole of its life here, has been such as to ]>re- 
serve the remembrance alone of things of the most exalted 
nature. For here also it is lieaiitiful to abandon human 
pursuits: [and this is the work of 2>Grfoct virtue’]. A 
forgetfulness, therefore, of such pursuits, is necessary 
in another life. Hence, he who says that the worthy soul 
is oblivious, will in such a way as we have moutioned 
speak rightly. For it will fly from the many, and will col- 
lect multitude into one, dismissing that which is infinite. 
For thus it will not associate with multitude, but expelling 
it will live by itself : since here also, when it wishes to be 
in the intelligible world, w’hile an inhabitant of earth, 
it dismisses all other concerns. Hence, when it is there, it 

* It appears from the version of Ficinua, that the words icai 
rovro rrjs uXftas aptrtt^ are wanting in the original in this 
place. 



252 


SELECT WORKS OF PLOTINUS. 


remembers but few things of a terrestrial nature; but 
it remembers more of them when it is in the heavens. 
And Hercules, indeed, [when in Hades] may speak of his 
own fortitude ; but in the intelligible world, he will con- 
sider these things as trifling, being transferred into a more 
sacred place, and strenuously engaging even above him- 
self, in those contests in which the wise wish to engage. 



XII. 

ON THE GENERATION AND ORDER OF 
THINGS AFTER THE FIRST. 

V. ii. 

I. The one is all things, and yet no one of all. For tlu 
principle of all is not all things ; but the one is all, because 
all things run as it were into it, or rather do not as yet exist, 
but will be. How, therefore, [does multitude proceed] from 
the one which is simple, and in which no varietj, nor any 
duplicity present themselves to the view ? Is it because 
there was nothing in it, on this account all things are from 
it ? Hence, in order that being might exist, the one is not 
being, but being is the progeny of it, and as it were its 
first-bom. For the one being perfect, in consequence of not 
seeking after, or possessing, or being in want of any thing, 
it becomes as it were overflowing, and the superplenitude 
of it produces something else. That, however, which 
is generated from it is converted to it, and is filled, and was 
generated looking to it.' But this is intellect. And the 
permanency indeed of it about the one, produced being; 
but its vision of the one, intellect. When, therefore, it is 
established about the one, in order that it may see it, then 
it becomes at once intellect and being. Hence, being in the 
same manner as the one produces things similar to itself, 
through an effusion of abundant power. Its offspring also 
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has the form of it, in the same manner as prior to this it 
likewise flowed forth from the one. And this energy from 
essence is soul, which was generated from intellect perma- 
nently abiding. For intellect also was generated, that 
which is prior to it abiding. Soul, however, does not pro 
duce abiding, but being moved generates an image of itself. 
Soul, therefore, looking thither whence it was generated, is 
filled. But proceeding into another and contrary motion 
it generates an image of itself, viz., sense, and the nature 
which is in plants. Nothing, however, is separated or cut 
off from that which is prior to itself. Hence, also, the soul 
of man is seen to proceed as far as to plants. For after 

certain manner it proceeds into them, bec'ause that which 
is in plants is derived from it. Nevertheless, the whole of 
the human soul is not in plants, but it is thus ingenerated 
in plants, becaust; it so far proceeds into an inferior nature, 
having made another hypostasis by its progression into and 
propensity to that which is subordinate; since the soul 
which is prior to this, being suspended from intellect, per- 
mits intellect to abide in itself. 

II. The procession, therefore, of these is from the prin 
eiple to the extremity, each thing at the same time being 
always left in its proper seat. But that which is generated 
receives another order, which is subordinate. Nevertheless, 
each thing becomes the same with that which it follows, as 
long as it follows it. When, therefore, soul [i.e. the human 
soul] is ingenerated in a plant, there is one part, viz., the 
part which is in the plant, which is most rash and insane ; 
and as far as to this soul proceeds. But when the soul is 
in a brute, ^ it is led by the sentient power, which then has 

' “When human souls,” says Sallust, in his golden treatise 
<*On the Gotls and the World,” “transmigrate into irrational 
animals, they follow externally, in the same manner as our pre- 
siding daemons attend ns in their beneficent operations. For the 
rational part never becomes the soul of the irrational nature.** 
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dominion. When, however, it is ingenerated in man, then 
in short, either the motion is in the r* tional nature, or from 
intellect, in consequence of the soul having its proper 
intellect, and deriving from itself the power of intellectioUr 
or of being moved. Again, therefore, returning [whence 
we digressed], when some one cuts off either tlie germina- 
tions, or certain branches of a plant, whither does the soul 
that is in the plant depart? Shall we say, to that from 
whence it came ? For it is not distant by place from its^ 
source. It is, therefore, in its principle. But if yon cut 
off or burn the root, where is the life which was in the 
root ? In soul, not proceeding to another place, but it may 
also be in the same place. It will, however, be in anothe,r 
place, if it should run back. But if not, it will be in 
another vegetable nature. For it is not contracted into a 
narrow space. But if it should run back, it will bo in the 
power which is prior to it. Where, however, is this power 
situated ? In the powder prior to itself. And this again in 
another, as far as to intellect. But not in place. For no 
one of these was in place. And much less is intellect in 
place ; so that neither is soul. Hence, soul being no where,, 
ill that which is no where it is thus also every wIku’c. But 
if soul proceeding to the supernal realms, should .stop in 
its progression in that which is between, before it ha» 
entirely arrived at the summit, it will have a middle life, 
and will be established in that part of itself. Tntidlect. 
however, is all these, and yet it is not. It is, indeed 
because they are from it; and again, it is not, becauso 
abiding in itself, it gave them to exist. Hence, there, ia 
an abundant life in the universe, w^hich is as it were extended 
into length, and has each of its parts in a successive order. 
The whole, however, is in continuity with itself, but the 
parts are distinguished by a proper difference, that which 

This doctrine, which originated from Syrinnus and Pioclus, was 
universally adopted by all the succeeding Platonic ts. 
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is prior not being destroyed in that "which is posterior. 
What then is the soul which is ingenerated in plants ? And 
does it generate nothing else than that in which it is ? How 
this is effected, however, must be considered by us. assuming 
for this purpose another principle. 



XIII. 

ON GNOSTIC HYPOSTASES, AND THAT 
WHICH IS PEYONl) THEM. 

V. iii. 

I. Is it therefore necessary, that intellect should be m 
itself various, in order that by one of the thinj^s contained 
in itself, having surveyed the rest, it may be llius said to 
understand itself, as if it would not be able to be converted 
to, and have an intellectual perception of itself, if it was 
entirely simple? Or is it also possible for that which is not 
a composite, to have the intellection of itself? For that 
which is said to perceive itself intellectually because it is a 
composite, and because by one of the things in itself it 
understands the rest, just as if by sense wo should appre- 
hend the form ^ of ourselves, and the other nature of the 
body, will not have a truly intellectual perception of itself. 
For in a thing of this kind, the whole will not be known, 
unless that which understands other things that are with 
itself, understands also itself ; isince otherwise we shall not 
have the object of investigation, viz., that which perceives 
itself, but we shall have one thing perceiving another. It 
is necessary, therefore, to admit that the intellectual per- 
ception of itself is the province of a simple nature, and liow 

’ The word used here by Plotinus is fioptp/), which, as we have 
elsewhere observed, pertains to the colour, figure, and magnitude 
of superficies. 


9 
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this is effected must, if possible, be considered ; or we must 
abandon the opinion that there is something which truly 
intellectually perceives itself. To abandon, however, this 
opinion is not easy, since the rejection of it is attended with 
many absurdities. For if we do not admit that to assign 
this ]>owi‘r to the soul is not very absurd, yet not to ascribe 
it to the nat ure of intellect is perfectly absurd ; viz., if we 
grant that it has indeed a knowledge of other things, 
but has no knowhulge and science of itself. For sense, and 
not intelh.'ct, will have an apprehension of things external; 
and if YOU are willing to grant it, this will also be the case 
with the dianoctic power an<l 0 [)iniou. But whether intel- 
lect has a knowledge of lln‘se or not, it is fit to consider. 
It is evident, indeed, that 'intellect knows such things as 
are intelligible. Does it, therefore, know these alone, or 
also itself that know these? And do»*8 it thus far know 
itself, that it knows these alone, but does not know what 
itself is? Hence, it will perceive that it knows some things 
Ixdonging to itself, but it will not know what itself is; or 
it will both know the things which are its owm, and itself. 
And what the mode of this knowledge is, and how far it 
extends, must bo considered. 

II. In th(' first j)lace, however, we must inquire concerning 
the soul, whether the knowledge of itself is to be attributed 
to it, what the gnostic power of it is, and how it subsists. 
With respect to the sensitive power, therefore, of the soul, 
we must immediately say that its energy is directed to 
externals alone. For though there is a co-sen6ation of 
things whiih inwardly take place in the body, yet here the 
apprehension is of things wliich are external to sense : for 
then there is a sensation of the passions which are in the 
body. But the power in the soul which reasons, and which 
forms a judgment of the phantasms adjacent from sense, 
collects and divides them, surveys the impressions as it 
were which are derived from intellect, and possesses about 
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these the same power [as intellect]. It likewise assumes 
intelligence, as knowing and adapting new and recently 
acceding impressions to those in itself which are ancient. 
And this knowledge and adaptation, we say, are the remi- 
niscences of the soul. The intellect of the soul, also, stops 
as far as this in its power. [It must be investigated, tlu'rc- 
fore, whether the reasoning power also,^] is con verted to, 
and knows itself, or whether this must be referred to intel- 
lect. For if we attribute a knowledge of itself to this [lart, 
we must admit that it is intellect; and in this case, wo 
must investigate in what it differs from a superior intell(‘ct. 
But if wo do not grant that it has a knowledge of itself, 
by a reasoning process we must proceed to the inttdlect 
which is superior, and we must consider what it is for this 
to know itself. And if we grant that this is also the pro- 
vince of the reasoning pow^er, we must investigate whal th(3 
difference is between the two in self-knowledge. For if 
there is no difference, then this our intellect is the highest. 
This diauoetic part, therefore, of tin? soul, is it converUd 
to itself, or not? Or has it [only] a knowledge of the im- 
pressions which it receives both from intellect and sense ? 
And in the first place, it must be investigated how it j)os- 
se.sses this knowledge. 

III. For sense, indeed, sees a man, and transmits the 
figure of him to the dianoetic part. But what does this 
part say ? Perhaps it does not yet say any thing, but only 
knows that it is a man, and there stoj^s. Unless, indeed, 
it should consider with itself, who this is, if it happens 
that it has before met with him, and should say, employing 
memory for this purpose, that it is Socrates. If, how^ever, 
it should also evolve the form of the man, it will then 
distribute into parts those things which it received from 

' It appears from the version of Ficinus, that it is necessary 
here after the word SvpafiH in the original, to supply and read as 
follows : KriTfiriov a/jo, it rb Xoyi^ofitpov Kal n'i' iavrov, k. X. 
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tlie imagination. And if it should also say, Is he a good 
mail ? it will make this inquiry from the information which 
it derived through sense. But that which it says on this 
occasion, it will now possess from itself, containing in itself 
a rule by which it forms a judgment of good. How then 
does it contain the good in itself ? May we not say, so far 
as it is bon if or m, and is corroborated to the perception of 
a thing of this kind, in consequence of intellect shining 
u[)on it ? For the pure part of the soul is this, and receives 
the supervening vestiges of intellect. Why, however, is not 
this intellect, but the rest beginning from the sensitive 
])()wer is soul ? May we not say, because it is necessary 
that soul should consist in the discursive energies of reason? 
But all these are the works of the reasoning power. Why, 
however, do we not grant to this part the power of intel- 
lectually perceiving itself, and thus become liberated from 
doubt ? Is it because we assign to it the office of consider- 
ing, and being busily employed about externals ; but we 
conceive it to be the province of intellect, to survey both 
itself, and the forms which it contains? If, however, some 
one should say, what therefore prevents this part from 
considering things pertaining to itself, by another power ? 
He who says this, does not investigate either the dianoetic 
or reasoning power, but assumes a pure intellect. What 
then prevents a pure intellect from existing in the soul ? 
We reply, nothing prevents this. But farther still, it is 
necessary to inquire, whether this pure intellect is some- 
thing belonging to soul?^ We reply, it does not belong to 
the soul, and yet it is our intellect, being different from the 
dianoetic power, and proceeding on its summit. At the 
same time, however, it is ours, though we must not con- 
numerate it with the parts of the soul. Or we may say, 

^ Both the sense of this passage, and the version of Ficinus 
require that instead of dXX* m XkyHv, rvvro, we should 

read dXX* in Sd Xtyeiv, ri rovro 5 
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that it is ours, and yet not ours. Hence we use, and do 
not use it; but we always employ the dianoetic power. 
And it is ours indeed, when we use it, but not ours when 
we do not use it.^ But what is it to use a pure intellect ? Is it 

‘ Tlic intellect which is ours when we use it, and not ours when 
we do not, is a partial intellect of the Minerval series, which is 
proximately participated by doenioniacal souls, and illuminates 
ours when we convert ourselves to it, and render our rational part 
intellectual. This in the “ Phaulrus ” is said to be the ‘governor of 
the soul, and to be the only thing which perceives real being. Hut 
the soul also perceives it in conjunction with this intellect, when 
she is nourished by the summit of her reasoning power and by 
science. This intellect, likewise, is spoken of in the “ Tinneus,” 
and is denominated intelligence. For it is there said, that true 
being is apprehended by intelligence in conjunction with reason. 
Hence, as Proclus beautifully observes, “ when reason intellectually 
perceives eternal being, as reason indeed, it energizes transitively, 
but GA perceiving intellectually y it energizes with simplicity, under- 
standing each thing as simple, yet not understanding all things at 
once, but passing from some things to others. At the same time, 
however, it perceives each of the things which it sees transitively 
as one simple thing.” 

In another part of his Commentary on the “Tinneus” ([). 321), 
he also admirably observes respecting this partial intellect as 
follows : “ What the impartible is in each partial soul {i.c. in a 
soul such as ours) is truly dubious. For it must not be admitted, 
that there is an intellect in each, and this partial. May we not 
say, therefore, that each partial soul is essentially suspended from 
a certain dienion ; and as every dsemon has a do^moniacal intel- 
lect above itself, a partial soul also has this same intellect arranged 
as an impartible essence prior to itself ? Hence, the da?.moniacal 
soul participates primarily of this intellect ; but the partial souls 
that are under it, secondarily ; and which also causes them to be 
partial. For each partial soul has the partible as its peculiarity, 
but has the impartible in common with the daemons that are above 
these souls and whose peculiarity is the impartible. Hence, too, 
daemons remain on high, hut partial souls at a certain time 
descend, and divide themselves about bodies, as being more adapted 
to these. For if in partial souls, the genus of difference is exu- 
berant, which is the reason why they are not always able to 
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to pronounce ourselves as becoming either such an intellect, 
or conformable to it ? For we are not intellect. We subsist, 
therefore, conformable or according to it, the first reasoning 
power being the reci]>ient of it. For we are sentient through 
sense, and we ourselves perceive sensibly. Are we therefore 
thus dianoetically perceived, and do we thus dianoetically 
energize? Or shall wo say that we indeed are reasoning 
beings, and tliat we intellectually perceive the conceptions 
which are in dianoia ? For we are this. But the conceptions 
arising from the energies of intellect, are in such a way 
above us, as those arising from the energies of sense art 
beneath us. And we are this peculiarity of soul, viz., the 
middle of a twofold power, the worse and the better ; sense 


energize according to all their powers, it is necessary that they 
sliouhl bo in a greater degree adapted to a life divisible about 
body, and in a groator lU'groc be separated from an impartible 
essence ; i>y tliis means preserving an analogy to each of the 
extrernoM. .jn.i as it is necessary that the most divine of souls, 
through tlieir similitude to intellect, should in a greater degree bo 
exempt from partilile initnrcs, but be more united to the impartible 
essences above tlunn, and from whicli they are connascently sus- 
pended. They aKo have an intellectual arrangement among souls. 
And it is reasonaldc to suppose, that the intellect of each doenion, 
so far a« it is a wliole and one, is the intellect of the daemon which 
proximately f/.r. immediately] participates it, but that it com- 
prehends in itself the number of .souls that are under it, and the 
intellectual paradigms ot them. Each partial soul, therefore, will 
have its appropriate paradigm in this intellect, and not simply the 
whole of this intellect, in the same manner as the daemon who is 
essentially the loaded’ of these souls. Defining, therefore, more 
accurately, we may say, that the impartible of each partial soul, 
is the form that is above it, which is comprehended in the one 
intellect tliat is allotted the government of the dcemoniacal series, 
under which each partial soul is arranged. And thus both the 
assertions are true, viz. that the intellect alone of each of these 
souls ranks among things wliich are always establislicd on high, 
and that every partial soul is the medium of the impartible above 
it, and the partible nature posterior to it.” 
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being the worse, but intellect tbe better j>ower. And with 
respect to sense, indeed, it seems that we always grant it to 
be onrs ; for we are always sentient ; but this is dubious 
with respect to intell(*et, because wo do not always use it‘ 
and because it is sejxirate. But it ivS separate because it does 
not verge t-o us, but we rather looking on high, ttuid to it. 
Sense, however, is our messenger, but intelh-ct is our king. 

IV. We also reign when we energize according to it. 
But we energize acci>rding to it in a twofold respect ; either 
because lett(*rs as it wens which are as laws, are iiiscriluMl 
in us by intelh'ct ; or b(*cause we are lillc(l ^^ith it ; or wdien 
it is present, are able to sec and bo sentient of it. AVe also 
know by such a spectacle, that we an* able to learn 
other things through a thing of this kind; so that we 
either learn the nature of the power wdiicli knows such an 
object as this, learning by the po\ver itself ; or we become 
a thing of this kind.’ Hence, that which knows itself is 
tw'ofold ; one indeej^ being the dianoetic part of the soul, 
but the other being superior to this. And, tl)(‘reforo, that 
which knows itself has a subsistence conforniabh? to pure 
intellect itself. It also intellectually perceives itsedf through 
this, not as any longer man, but as having entirely become 
something else ; and hastily withdrawing itself to that 
which is on high, it alone draws uj)ward tog(‘ther with it- 
self, the more excellent part of the soul, which is alone 
able to be winged with intelligence, in order tliat he who 
possesses it may there deposit what he knew. Does not 
the dianoetic part, therefore, know that^it is dianoetic, and 
that it receives the knowledge of things external ; that it 
forms a judgment also of the things which it investigates, 
and this by the rules in itself which it derives from in- 
tellect? Does it not also know that there is something 

^ Instead of koI fir) avrb ail in this place, it is necessary to 
read xai on fii) avr^ xpwfitQa dci. 

• Le. We become intellect. 
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better than itself which does not ' investigate, but possesses 
every thing in itself ? iJ, therefore, it says that it is from 
intellect, and is the second after, and the image of intel- 
lect, having all tilings as it were written in itself, as there 
he who writes and has written, will he, who thus knows 
himself, stop as far as to these things? Shall we, however, 
employing another puAver, survey intellect knowing itself, 
or shall we assuming it, since it also is ours, and we are of 
it, thus both know iiitolloct, and ourselves ? Or is not the 
latter of these lu'cessary, if we are to know what that is in 
intellect, for itself to know itself? Then, however, some 
one becomes himself intellect, when dismissing other things 
pertaining to himself, he beholds intellect through intel- 
lect, and by it also surveys himself, just as intellect like- 
wise beholds itself. 

V. Does intellect, therefore, by one part of itself behold 
another part? In this case, however, one part will bo 
that which sees, but auotlier, tliat which is seen. And this 
is not for the same thing to see itself. What then ? If 
the whole is a thing of such a kind as to consist of similar 
])arts, so that the })erceiver differs in no respect from tho 
thing perceived, in this r*ase, the perceiver seeing that part 
which is the same with itself, will also see itself. For the 
perceiver does not at all diifer from the thing perceived. 
Or may we not Imhied in the first place say that this 
division of intellect is absurd ? For how is the division to 
be made ? since it cannot be casually. Who likewise is it 
that divides it? Js it he who arranges himself in the 
order of the perceiver, or he who arranges himself as the 
thing perceived ? In the next place, how will the perceiver 
know himself, when in perceiving he arranges himself in 
tJie order of that which is seen ? For that which sees was 
not supposed to be in that which is seen. Or will not he 


^ For 8 here, it is necessary to read 8 Znrtt, 
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who thus knows himself, umlerstand himself to he that 
which is perceived, but not that Which perceives ? So that 
he will not know all, nor the whole of himself. For that 
which he knows he knows as a thin^^ seen, but not as a 
thing that sees, and thus he will be the perceiver of another 
thing, and not of himself. May ho iK>t, however, of him- 
self add, that he is also that which sees, in order that he 
may perfectly know himself ? But if he comprehends in 
himself that which sees, he also at tlie same time compre- 
hends the things that are seen. If, therefore, in the per- 
ceiver the things perceived are cojitained, if indeed, tliey 
are impressions of the things seen, lu> will not (jontain the 
things themselves. But if he possessos tlie things them- 
selves, he does not see them through dividing himself [ijito 
the perceiver and the thing perceived] ; but prior to the 
division of himself, he both beheld and possessed them. 
If, however, this be the case, it is necessary thatcontom}>la- 
tion should be the same with the object of contemplation, 
and intellect the same with the intelligible. For if it is 
not the same, there will not be truth. For unless this is 
admitted, ho who is said to pos.sess beings, will only possess 
an impression different from beings, which is no! <}*uth. 
For truth ought not to be of another thing, but that which 
it says, that also it should be. Thus, therefore, intellect, 
the intelligible, and being are one ; ami this is the first 
being, and the first intellect, possessing beings ; or ratluT, 
it is the same with beings. If, howeve^', intelligence and 
the intelligible are one, how on this account does that 
which is intellective intellectually |>erceive itself? For in- 
telligence, indeed, as it were, comprehends the intelligible, 
or is the same with it. Intellect, however, which intellec- 
tually perceives itself, is not yet manifest. But intelli- 
gence and the intelligible are the same ; for the intelligible 
is a certain energy, since it is neither powder, nor void of 
life, nor again is its life adventitious, nor its intellection in 
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something different from itself, as in a stone, or a certain 
inanimate thing, and it is also the first essence. If, there- 
fore. it is energy, and the first energy, intelligence likewise 
will be most beautiful, and will be essential intehigence. 
For intelligence of this kind is most true, is the first, 
and subsists primarily, and will therefore be the first in- 
tellect. For this intellect is not in capacity, nor is this 
one thing, but intelligence another ; since thus again, the 
i‘ssoiitial of it would be in capacity. If, therefore, it is 
ein.Tgy, and the essence of it is energy, it will be one and 
the same with eiKTgy. Since, however, being and tlie in- 
t(‘lligible are one and the same with energy, all will be at 
the Slime time one, viz., intellect, intelligence, and the in- 
telligible. If, therefore, the intelligence of it is theintelli- 
gii)le, but it is the intelligible, hence it will itself intellec- 
tually perceive itself. For it will perceive itself by intelli- 
gence, wliieli it is, and will understand the intelligible 
which also it is. According to each of these, therefore, 
it will iiitelleel ually perceive itself, both so far as it is 
intelligence, and so far as it is the intelligible, and will 
understand by inb lligence, which it is. 

Vr. Reason, therefore, demonstrates that there is some- 
thing which ]u*operly and principally itself iutellectuallj^ 
perceives itself. This, however, when it is in soul, intellec- 
tually sees in one way, but in intellect more principally. 
For soul, indeed, knows itself, that it is the progeny of 
another thing ; but intellect knows that it is from itself, 
and what its nature is, and who it is ; and this by a 
natural conversion to itself. For beholding beings it be- 
holds itself and beholding is in energy ; and the energy is 
itself. For intellect and intelligence are one. Witli the 
whole of itself also it perceives the whole, and not a part 
by a part. Does, therefore, reason demonstrate it to be a 
thing of such a kind as to have an energy which is merely 
an object of belief ; or is it indeed necessary that it should 
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be SHcli as it is, but that it should not have persuasion ? 
Por necessity indeed is in intellect, hut persuasion in soul. 
Hence we investigate as it seems, rather for the juirpose of 
persuading ourselves, than to behold truth in a 2'Hre in- 
tellect. For as long as we continued on high, and adhered 
to the nature of intellect we were satisfied, energized in- 
tellectually, and contemplated, collecting all things into 
one. For it was intellect that then energized, and spoke 
of itself. But soul was quiet, yielding to the energy of 
intellect. When, however, we descended hither, we were 
desirous of producing persuasion in the soul, wishing to 
behold the archety2)e in an image. Perhaps, thert'fore, it 
is requisite to teach our soul, how its intellect once beheld 
itself ; and to teach that part of the soul this, whifjli is in 
a certain respect intellectual, and which we assume to ]>e 
dianoetic; by this ai)2:)ellation latently signifying, that it is 
a certain intellect, or that it is a i>ower throufjk intellect, 
and that it derives its subsistence from intellect. It is fit, 
therefore, that this part should know, that it also knows 
such things as it secs, and such things as it says. And if 
it were the things which it says, it would after this manner 
know itself. Since, however, the things which it se<\s are 
present with, or are superually im]>art(Ml to it from that 
region whence it also originates, it hu]>}»ens to this })art 
likewise since it is reason, and receives things alli(sl to 
itself, that by an adaptation of the vestiges which it 
contains, it is enabled to knoiv itself. It may, therefore, 
transfer the image to true intellect which is the same with 
the things that are truly the objects c)f intellectual j^ercej)- 
tion, and which have a real and primary subsistence. For 
it is not possible that such an intellect as this should l)e 
external to itself. Hence, if it is in and witli itself, and is 
[truly] that which it is, it is intellect. But intellect can 
never be deprived of intellect ; so that the knowledge of 
itself is necessarily present with it ; and this because it is 
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in itself, and its employment and essence consist in being 
intellect alone. For this is not a practical intellect, as 
looking to that which pertains to external action, and which 
in consequence of not abiding in itself, is a certain know- 
ledge of externals. There is, however, no necessity if 
intellect is practic, that it should know itself ; bnt this is 
the province of that intellect which is not engaged in 
practical affairs. For appetite is not in pure intellect ; but 
this being absent, the consequent conversion to itself, not 
only demonstrates that the knowledge, of itself is reason- 
able, but also necessary. For otherwise what would be the 
life of it, when liberated from action, atid established in 
intellect ? 

VII. It may however, be said, that pure intellect be- 
holds deity. But if it is acknowledged that it knows God, 
he who grants this, must also necessarily admit that it 
knows itself. For such things as it possesses from deity it 
knows, and also what he imparts, and what he is able to 
impart. But learning and knowing these things, it will 
likewise through this know itself. For divinity is one of 
the things imparted, or rather he is all that is imparted. 
If, therefore, intellect also knows him, and learns the 
powers that he possesses, it will likewise know itself to be 
generated from thence ; and that it derives from him all 
tliat it is able to receive. If, however, it is unable to see 
him clearly, since to see is perhaps the very thing that 
is seen, on this account especially that which remains to it, 
will be to see and know' itself, if to see is to be the very 
thing itself which is seen. For what else can we confer 
upon it ? By Jupiter, quiet. The quiet of intellect how- 
ever, is not mental alienation, but is the tranquil energy of 
intellect, withdrawing itself from other things ; since to 
other natures also that are at rest from other employments, 
their own proper energy remains ; and especially to those 
things whose existence is not in capacity, but in energy. 



ON GNOSTIC HYPOSTASES. 


269 


Where, therefore, existence is energy, and there is nothing 
else to which energy is directed, there energy is directed to 
itself. Hence intellect perceiving itself, is thus with itself, 
and has its energy directed to itself. For if something 
else is suspended from it, that something else is in itself, 
because its energy is directed to itself. For it is necessary 
that it should first be in itself, and afterwards that 
its energy should be directed to something else, or that 
something else sliould proceed from it, assimilated to it: 
just as fire, which is first in itself, and has the energy of 
tire, and thus is enabled to produce the vestigie of itself in 
something else. • For again, intellect indeed, is energy 
in itself ; but soul is so in proportion as it tends as it were 
internally to its own intellect. But so far as it departs 
from intellect, so far it tends to that which is external. 
And partly indeed, it is assimilated to that from wliemie it 
came ; but partly, though it becomes dissimilar, yet here 
also it retains a similitude to it, whether it acts, or pro- 
duces. For when it acts, at the same time it contemplates ; 
and when it produces, it produces forms, which are as 
it were intellections derived from first iutelligibles. Hence, 
all things are vestigics of intelligence and intellect, pro- 
ceeding conformably to their archetype ; those* that are 
near to it, imitating it in a greater degree ; but such 
things as are last preserving only an obscure image 
of it. 

VIII. What kind of intelligible, however, does intellect 
see, and what does it perceive itself to be ? With respect 
to the intelligible indeed, it is not proper lo investigat(% 
such a thing as colour or figure in bodies : for intelligibles 
are prior to these. And the reason [or productive prin- 
ciple] in seeds which produces these, is not these. For 
these seminal principles also, are naturally invisible, and 
still more so are intelligibles. There is likewise the same 
nature of them and of the things that possess them, after 
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the same manner as the reason which is in seed, and soul 
which participates of these. The vegetable soul however 
does not see the things which it possesses : for neither did 
it generate these, ^ but both itself, and the reasons it con- 
tains are an image. But that from whence it came is 
manifest and true, and primary. Hence, also, it is of itself, 
and with itself. The vegetable soul however, unless it per 
tained to, and was in another thing, would not remain 
what it is. For it belongs to an image, since it is of 
another thing, to be generated in something different from 
itself, unless it is suspended from it. Hence, neither does 
it s<?e as not having sufficient light for this purpose. And 
if it should see, since it is perfected in another thing, 
it would behold another thing, and not itself. Nothing, 
however, of this kind takes place with pure intellect ; but 
vision is there, and that which is visible is consubsistent 
with it. Such also is the visible, as is the vision ; and the 
vision as the visible. Who is it therefore, that will speah 
of the visible sinh as it is ? He who sees it. But intellect 
sees it ; since in the sensible region also, sight being light, 
or rather being united to light, sees light ; for it sees colour. 
There, however, siglit does not perceive through another 
thing, but through itself, because there is nothing extemal 
to it. With another light, therefore, and not through 
another, it sees another light. Hence, light sees another 
light ; and therefore itself beholds itself. This light how- 
ever, when it shines forth in the soul illuminates it, i.c., it 
causes it to be intellectual. And in consequence of this, 
the soul is in itself, similarly with supernal light. If such, 
therefore, is the vestige of light in generated in the soul, by 
conceiving supernal light * to be of this kind, and to be 
still more beautiful and clear, you will approach nearer to 
the nature of intellect and the intelligible. For this when 

’ TrtCra is omitted in the original. 

* /.c. Intelligible light. 
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it shines forth, imparts to the soul a clearer, but not a 
generative life. For on the contrary it converts the soul to 
itself, and does not suffer it to be dissipated, but causes it 
to love and joyfully receive the splendour which is in it. 
Neither does it impart a sensitive life. For tliis looks 
to externals, but does not on this account j)erceive more 
acutely. H(', hr^wever, who re<*eives that light which is the 
fountain^ of truth, beholds as it were more aculely visible 
objects ; but the contrary is not true “ It remains, there- 
fore, for the soul to assume an intellectual life whic.'h is a 
vestige of the life of intellect. For there realities subsist. 
But the life and energy which are in intellect, an? the first 
light primarily sliining in itself, and a, splendour directed to 
itself, which at one and the same time ilium inates, and is 
illuiniuatod. This also is that which is truly intelligible, is 
intellect, and the object of intellect., and is seen by itself. 
Nor is it in want of anotln^r thing in order that it may see, 
but for the pur[)Oso of penreiving is siiflicieiit to itself. For 
that which sees is itself the thing which is seen. This V(‘ry 
thing also takes jdaco with us, so that the knowh‘dge of it 
by us, is effected through it. Or whence shouhl we he able 
to .speak concerning it? For it is a thing of sn<*li a kind as 
to have a (blearer apprehension of it.self, and we likewise 
more clearly perceive oursedves through it. Tli rough argu- 
ments, however, of this kind, we should elevate our soul to 
it, considering also that our .soul and its life are an image ; 
a' resemblance, and an imitation of it; and likewise that 
w’hen it sees intellectually, it becomes deiform, and has the 
form of intellect. And if some one should inquire what 
the nature is of this perfect intellect, which is every int«*l- 

’ ITijyi/v is omitted in the original, but is added from the version 
of Ficinus. 

* Instead of dXXd rovvavrtov, it is neces.sary to read aW ov 
Tovvavriov* The meaning of Plotinus is, that intelligilde light is 
not seen more acutely by the perception of visible objects. 
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lect, and primarily knows itself, such a one should first be- 
come established in intellect, or should yield that energy of 
his soul to intellect, which is employed about things of 
which he retains the memory in himself. But it will 
be possible for the soul thus disposed, to show that it is 
able through itself as an image to behold after a certain 
manner that pure intellect, through [a life] more accurately 
assimilated to it, as far as a part of the soul is capable of 
arriving at a similitude to intellect. 

IX. It is necessary, therefore, as it seems, that the soul 
in order that it may see the most divine part of soul, ought 
to consider what that is which intellect may know. Perhaps, 
liowever, this may be effected, if you first separate body 
from the man, viz. from yourself. And if after this, you 
separate the soul which fashions the body, and as much as 
possible take away sense, desire and anger, and other trifles 
of this kind, as very much verging to the mortal nature. 
For then, that which remains of the soul, is what we have 
denominated the image of intellect, and which preserves 
something of its light; so as to resemble the light proxi- 
mate to the spliere of the sun which emanating from, 
diffuses its light about the sun. No one therefore, will 
admit that light to be the sun, which proceeds from, and 
shines about it. For this light originates from the sun, 
and permanently surrounds it; but another light always 
proceeds from another prior to it, until it arrives as far as 
to us and the earth. All the light, however, which is 
about the sun, must be admitted to be situated in some- 
thing else, in order that there may be no interval void of 
body after the sun. But soul is a light derived from, and 
subsisting about intellect. It also is suspended from intel- 
lect, which it surrounds, and is not in any other thing. 
Nor m there any place in which it is received ; for neither 
is intellect in place. Hence, the light of the sun indeed, is 
in the air; but soul of this kind is so pure, that it is visible 
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of itself, so that it is seeu by itself, and by another soul 
similarly pure. Soul indeed, must reason about [in order 
to perceive] intellect, and must investigate from itself 
what the nature of it is. But intellect beholds itself without 
reasoning about itself. For it is always present with itself. 
But we are present with ourselves and with intellect when 
we tend to it. For our life is divided, and consists of 
many lives. But intellect is not at all in want of anotlier 
life, or of other things ; but whfit it imparts, it imparls to 
others, and not to itself. For it is not indigent of things 
inferior to itself ; nor, since it possesses the universe, does 
it confer on itself that which is less. Nor does it contain 
first natures in itself as vesti<ges ; or rather, it does nrjt 
contain, but is itself these very things. If, however, some 
one is incapable of having such a primary soul, which per- 
ceives intellectually with purity, lot him assume a doxastie 
soul, and afterwards, from this ascend [to intellect]. But 
if he cannot even assume this, let him employ sense, bring- 
ing with itself more dilated forms: I m(‘a.n sense in itstdf, 
together with the things which it is able to contain, and 
which now exists in forms. If some one however, wisluis 
to descend, let him proceed to the generative power, and as 
far as to its effects. Afterwards, let him from hence ascend 
from the last to the last forms, or rather to 1 hose that are 
the first. 

X. And thus much concerning these particulars. If, 
however, not^ only forms that are produced, are in intel- 
lect, for they are not the last of things [when they are 
considered as having an intellectual subsistence] ; but tludr 
productive forms are the first of things, whence also they 
are first ; — if this be the case, it is necessary, that the pro- 
ducing cause of forms should also be there, and that both 
the productive cause and the forms produced should be 


‘ is omitted in the originaL 
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one. For if this is not admitted, intellect will again be in 
want of something else. What then, will that which is 
beyond this be again in want? Or is not this, indeed, 
which is indigent intellect ? Will not, therefore, that which 
is beyond intellect see itself ? Or must we not rather say, 
tluit this is not at all in want of vision ? But of this here- 
after. Now, however, we shall resume what we w'ere bcd'ore 
discussing. For the speculation is not about a casual 
thing. Again, therefore, we must say that this intellect is 
in want of the vision of itself ; or rather that it possesses 
the perception of itself. And in the first place, it sees that 
it is manifold. In the next place it sees that it is the per- 
cej)tion of something else [i.e. of the intelligible], and 
hence, that it is necessarily perceptive of the intelligible: 
It likewise secs that the essence of itself is vision. For in 
consequence of there being a certain other thing, it is 
necessary there should be vision ; since if there were nothing 
else, vision would bo in vain. Hence, it is necessary that 
in intellect thoi^e should bo more things than one, in order 
that there may be vision. It is also necessary that vision 
should concur with the visible ; and that what is seen by 
intellect should be multitude, and not entirely one. For 
that which is entirely one has not any thing about which 
it may energize ? but being alone and solitary, it is perfectly 
quiescent. For so fur as it energizes, it is another and 
another. For if it were not another and another, what 
would it do, or where would it proceed ? Hence it is neces- 
sary that the nature which energizes, should either ener- 
gize about another thing, or be itself something manifold, 
if it intends to energize in itself. If, however, it does not 
ju cceed into any thing else, it will be quiescent. But when 
it is entirely quiescent, it will not perceive intellectual-y. 
Hence it is necessary that the nature which is intellective, 
should, when it perceives intellectually, be in two things ; 
and that either one of the two should be external, or that 
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l)oth should be in the same thing, and that intelligence 
should always subsist in difference, aiul also from necessity 
in sameness. Those things also which are properly tlie 
objects of intellectual perception are the same and different 
And again, each of the intelligibles co-introduces with 
itself this sameness and difference. Or what will that per- 
ceive intellectually, which does not contain in itself another 
and another? For if each of the objects of intellectual 
vision is reason,^ it is a mnltitiulo. Intellect, therefore, 
will learn that it is itself a various eye, or that it consisis 
as it were of various colours. For if it should apj>Iy itself 
to ihe one, and to bo impartible, it would be silent. For 
what would it have to say, or discuss about it? Indt <‘d, if 
it were requisite that the impartible should entirely speak 
of itself, it would be necessary that it should first say what 
it is not. So that thus it would be many in order that 
it may be one “ [which is absurd]. In the next place, when 
it says “ I am ® this thing,’’ if it says thin thing as some- 
thing different from itself, it asserts what is false; but if 
as an accident to itself, it says that it is a multitude. Or 
it will say this, /a?a, lam, and I, I. What then, if it should 
be alone two things, and should say I, and this ? * Will it 
not in this case necessarily be more than two things ? For 
these two are to be considered as different from each other, 
and different in a certain respect. Iltuice, there will now 
be number and many other things. It is necessary, there- 
fore, that the nature wdiich is intellective, should reofdve 
another and another, and that the objects of its perception 

‘ I.e. If it is a distributed cause. For this is what reason and 
reasoning signify when ascribed to intelligible, and intellectual, or 
divine easeiices. 

® For in this case, it would be at least two things ; since in 
addition to the impartible it would have .speech. And the duad 
is the first multitude. 

® Instead of u firi here, it is necessary to read tim. 

* The words koI tovto are omitted in the original. 
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being intelligible, should be various; for otherwise there 
'vill not be an intellectual percej^tion of, but a con tact with 
it. There will likewise be as it were, an adheiion only 
ineffable, and without intellection, possessing an energy 
prior to intelligence, intellect not yet existing, in conse- 
(pience of that which adheres not perceiving intellectually. 
It is necessary, however, that the nature which sees intel- 
lectually, should not itself remain simple, and especially 
when it perceives itself. For it will itself divide itself, 
even though it should be silently intellective. In the next 
place, that which is entirely simple will not be in want of 
a busy energy, as it were, about itself. For what will it 
lt\arn by intellectual perception ? For prior to this percep- 
tion, it exists that which it is to itself. For again, know- 
ledge is a certain desire and as it were, an investigating 
discovery. Hence, that which is without any difference ' 
in itself with respect to itself, is quiescent, and investigates 
nothing respecting itself. But that which evolves itself, 
will also bo multitudinous. 

XI. Hence this intellect becomes manifold, when it 
wishes to understand that which is beyond intellect. 
Endeavouring, therefore, to come into contact with it as 
with that which is simple, it falls from it always receiving 
another multiplied nature in itself. Hence, it originates 
from it not as intellect, but as sight not yet seeing. But 
it proceeds from it containing in itself that which it has 
multiplied. Hence, it indefinitely desires another thing, 
possessing at the same time a cei'tain phantasm in itself. 
It proceeds, however, receiving another thing in itself* 
which causes it to be multitudinous. For again, it has an 
impression® of the vision [of that which is beyond itself], 

' For Jid^opov here, it is necessary to read aSiatpofior. 

^ Instead of in avri^ in this place, both the sense and the version 
of Ficinus require that we should read itn airov, 

* This imnression is tAe one of intellect, the suumiit and as it 
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or it would never become the recipient of it. Thus, there- 
fore, it becomes manifold from the one ; and thus as intel- 
lect it sees itself, and then becomes sight perceiving. This, 
however, is then intellect when it possesses ; and as intel- 
lect it possesses.' But prior to this, it is desire alone, and 
a formless sight. This intellect, therefore, projects itself 
towards that which is beyond intellect : and wlien it 
receives it, it becomes [perceptive] intellect. But it is 
always tlxe recipient [of the ineffable], and always becomes 
intellect, essence, and intelligence, when it perceives intel- 
lectually. For prior to this it was not intelligence, in con- 
soquoijce of not possessing the intelligible ; nor intellect, 
because it was not yet intellective. That, however, which 
is prior to those, is the principle of these, but not as 
inherent in them. For the first principle, or the from 
tvhich, is not inherent in that of which it is the principle, 
but the things of which a thing consists, are inherent in 
that thing. That, however, from which each thing is 
derived, is not each thing, but is different from all things. 
Hence, it is not some one of all things, but is prior to all 
things ; so that on this account, it is also prior to intellect. 
For again, all things are within intellect ; so tliat for this 
reason likewise, it is prior to intellect. If, also, the natures 
which are posterior to it have the order of all things, and 
on this account likewise it is prior to all things, it is not 
px'oper that it should be a certain one of those things to 
which it is prior. You must not, therefore, denominate it 
intellect. Hence, neither must you call it the good, if the 
good signifies some one of all things. But if it signifies 
that which is prior to all things, let it be thus denomi- 

were flower of its nature, and a vestige of the ineffable. For by 
seeing the ineffable, it becomes stamped as it were with its super- 
essential nature. 

^ Conformably to this, Aristotle says of intellect in his Meta- 
physics, ivipyti h “ It energizes possessing ** 
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nated. If, therefor, intellect is intellect because it is 
multitudinous, and the intellection of itself as it were in- 
tervening, though it IS from itself, multiplies itself, it is 
necessary that the nature which is perfectly simple, and 
the first of all things, should be beyond intellect. For if 
it j^ossessed intelligence, it would not be beyond, but 
would be intellect. But if it were intellect, it would also 
be multitude. 

XII. What however hinders [it may be said, the first 
principle of things] from being thus multitude, so long as 
it is one essence ? For multitude here is not composition ; 
but the energies of it are multitude. If, however, the 
energies of it are not essences, but it proceeds from 
capacity into energy, it will not be multitude indeed, yet 
it will be imperfect in essence before it energizes. But if 
the essence of it is energy, and the energy of it is multi- 
tude, its essence will be as multitudinous as its energy. 
We admit, however, that this is the case with intellect, to 
which we attribute the intellection of itself ; but we do not 
assert this of the principle of all things. For it is neces- 
sary that prior to multitude there should be the one, from 
which multitude proceeds; since in every numi>er the one 
is first. Our opponents, however, may say, that this is 
indeed the case in number. For the things which are in a 
consequent order to unity are compositions ; but what 
necessity is there in beings, that there should be a certain 
one from which the many proceed ? To this we reply, that 
the many without the one would be devised from each 
other, one thing casually proceeding to another, in order 
to the composition of multitude. Hence, they also say, 
that energies proceed from one intellect which is simple ; 
so that they now admit there is something simple prior to 
energies. And in the next place, they should know that 
energies which are always permanent are hypostases. 
Energies, however, being hypostases, are different from 



ON GNOSTIC HYPOSTASES. 


279 


that from which they proceed ; since this indeed remains 
simple, but that which proceeds from it, is in itself multi- 
tude, and is suspended from its simple cause. For if they 
subsist, that from which they proceed at the same time in 
a certain resj)ect energizing, there also there will be multi- 
tude. But if they are first energies produ(*ing that w^hich 
is secondary, nothing prevents that which is prior to the 
energies from abiding in itself, and from conceding 
energies to that wliich is second, and which consists of 
energies. For that which is prior to energies is one thing, 
but the energies which proceed from it another ; because 
from that not energizing [these derive their subsislenco]. 
For if this were not the case, intellect would not be the 
first energy. For [that which is entirely simple] did not 
as it were desire that intellect should bo generated, and 
afterwards intellect was generated, this desire subsisling 
between the simple principle, and its offspring iiibdlcct. 
Nor in short, did this principle desire. For thus it would 
be imperfect, and the desire would not yet have that which 
it wished to obtain. Nor again, does it partly ol)(ain the 
object of its wish, and partly not. For there is nothing to 
which the extension [of its desire is directed]. But indeed, 
if any thing subsists after it, it subsists in conscrpience of 
this principle abiding in its accustomed habit. It is neces- 
sary, therefore, in order that something else may subsist, 
that this principle should be every wh<‘r<i quiescent in 
itself. For if not, either it will be moved prior to being 
moved, and will i)erceive intellectually prior to intellectual 
perception, or its first energy will be imperfect, b(*ing an 
impulse alone. To what, therefore, can it thus be im- 
pelled ? For either we must^admit that the energy fiowirig 
as it were from it, is analogous to the light procee<ling 
from the sun, which energy is every intelligible and intel- 
lectual nature, and that this principle being established at 
the summit of the intelligible world reigns over it, without 
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separating from itself, that which is unfolded into light 
from it; or we must admit that there is another light 
prior to this light, which emits its splendour, perpetually 
abiding in the intelligible. For that which proceeds from 
this principle is not separated from it, nor again, is the 
same with it. Nor is it a thing of such a kind as not b) 
be essence. Nor is it, as it were, blind ; but it sees and 
knows itself, and is primarily gnostic. The principle 
itself, however, as it is beyond intellect, so likewise it is 
beyond knowledge. And as it is not in want of any thing, 
it is not in want of knowledge ; but knowledge subsists in 
the nature which is next to this. For to know is one 
certain thing ; but this principle is one without the addi- 
tion of certain. For if it was a certain one, it would not 
be the one itself. For itself is prior to a certain or some 
particular thing. 

XIII. Hence, it is in reality ineffable. For of whatever 
you speak, you speak of as a certain thing. But of that 
whidi is beyond all things, and which is beyond even most 
venerable intellect, it is alone true to assert that it has not 
any other name [than the ineffable], and that it is not 
some one of all things. Properly speaking, however, there 
is no name of it, because nothing can be asserted of it. 
We, however, endeavour as much as possible to signify to 
ourselves something respecting it. But when we say 
doubting, it has therefore no perception nor intellection of 
itself, and consequently does not know itself, we ought to 
consider this, that when we assert these things, we should 
convert ourselves to their contraries. For we make it to 
be multitudinous, when we admit that it is knowable and 
has knowledge : and by attributing intellection to it, w^e 
make it to be in want of intelligence. But if it subsists 
together with intellection, intellectual perception will be 
superfluously added to it. For in short, intellection appears 
to be the co-sensation of the whole [of that which is intel- 
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lective] many things concurring in one and the same, when 
any thing itself intellectually perceives itself, in which also 
intellection properly so called consists. Each of these 
many, however, is itself one certain thing unattended 
with investigation. But if intelligence is of tJuit which is 
external, it will be something indigent, and not properly 
intellectual perception. That, however, which is perfectly 
simple, and truly self-sufficient, is not in want of any 
thing. But that which is secondarily self-sufficient, being 
in want of itself, is in want of the intclh'ctual perception 
of itself. And that which is indigent with respect to 
itself, produces from the whole of itself the self-sufficient, 
Ijeeoming sufficient from all [the particulars of which it 
consists], dwelling with itself, and being conversant with 
itself by intellection ; since co-sensation also, is the sensa- 
tion of a certain multitude, as its name testifies. Intelli- 
gence, likewise, which is prior to sense, converts that whicdi 
is intellective, and which is evidently multitudinous, to 
itself. For if it should alone say this, I am being, it would 
say this, as having discovered that it is so. And it woul<l 
make this assertion reasonably. For l^eing is multitudi- 
nous ; since when it extends itself to that which is simple, 
and says, I am being, it does not meet either with itself, or 
with being. For it does not speak of being as of a stone, 
when it speaks of it truly : but by one word it pronounces 
many things.^ For this existence, which is truly existence, 
is not spoken of as having nothing more than a vo.stige of 
being ; since this is not being, and therefore may be said 
to have the relation of an image to its archetype. Hence, 
true being contains in itself multitude. What then y will 
it not intellectually perceive each of the many it contains ? 
May we not say, that if you wish to assume the solitary 
aud alone, you will not have intellectual perception? 

^ Instead of dXX’ obie ttpriKt fiiqi pr/irti TroWa in this place, it is 
necessary to read dXX’ ovv tiprjKt k A . 
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Existence itself, however, is in itself multitudinous. And 
though you should speak of something else, that some- 
thing else has existence. If, however, this be the case, if 
there is something which is the most simple of all things, 
it will not have an intellectual perception of itself. For if 
it had [it would also have a subsistence somewhere].* 
Neither, therefore, does it intellectually perceive itself, uoi 
is there any intellectual perception of it. 

XI V. How, therefore, can we speak of it? We are able 
indeed to say something of it^ but we do not speak it. Nor 
have we either any knowledge, or intellectual perception 
of it. How, therefore, do we si)eak of it, if we do not 
possess it? May we not say, tliat though we do not 
possess it by knowledge, yet we are not entirely deprived 
of the possession of it ; but wre possess it in such a way 
that we can speak of it, but cannot speak it ? For we cjau 
say what it is not, but we cannot say what it is ; so that 
we speak of it from tilings posterior to it. We are not, 
however, prevented from possessing it, though we cannot 
say what it is. But in the same maimer as those who 
energize enthusiastically, and become divinely inspired, 
perceive indeed, that they have something greater in them- 
selves, though they do not know what it is ; but of the 
things by which they are excited they speak, and from 
these receive a certain sensation of the moving jx)wer, 
which is different from them; — in this manner also we 
appear to be affected about that which is perfectly simple, 

' The words within the brackets are wanting in the original, 
and are supplied fnini the version of Ficinus. After ti yap fSei, 
therefore, it is requisite to add ixn Kai irov dvai. But the meaning 
of Blotinus in this place is, that if the most simple of all things 
had an intellectual (perception of itself, it >vould be in itself ; and 
consequently would be somewhere. For an intellectual essence 
because self>subsistent, is said to be in itself. For so far as it is 
the cause of, it comprehends itself ; but so far as it is caused, it is 
comprehended by itself. 
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when possessing a pure inteJlecjt we employ it, and con- 
clude that this is the inward intelleiit which is the source 
of essence, and of other things which belong to thi.s 
iiiTaiigernent. We are sensible, therefore, that the nature 
which is perfo(dly si?nple is not these things, but that it is 
something more excellent, more ample, and great, than 
that wliich we denominate being, because it is also superior 
to reason, intellect, and sense, imparting, but not being 
th(?s(\ 

XV. But how does it impart them? Shall we say hy 
possessing, or by not possessing them? If, however, it 
indeed y)Ossesses them, it is not simple. But if it does 
not possess them, how docs multitude proceed from it ? 
For perhaps some one may admit that one simple thing 
may proceed from it, though even in this case it may be 
inquired how any thing can pro(‘,eed from that which is 
entirely one. At the same tiim*, however, it may be said, 
tliat one simple thing may How from it, in the same 
manner as a surrounding sphmdonr from liglit. But how 
do many things proceed from it? May we not say, that 
what proceeds from is not the same with it ? If, there- 
fore, it is not the same with, it is not bettor than it. [For 
what is better, or in short, more excellent than the one/ 
It is therefore inferior to it. But this is more indigent.] ’ 
For what is iu a greater degree indigent than the o/ic, 
except that which is not one ? This, therefore, that is 
more indigent is many. At the same time, however, it 
aspires after the one. Hence it is one many. For the one 
saves every thing which is not one; and every thing is 
what it is through the one. For unless it })ecomes one, 
though it should consist of many things, it cannot yet be 

' The words within the brackets are supplied from the version 
of Ficinus ; so that in the original, after ovck ye ftiXrtoVf it is neces- 
sary to supply ri yup /3t\rcoi/ rov ivds, n Kpttrrov ; x«pov apa, 
TQiro Se hiehrepov. 
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denominated being. And though it may be possible to 
say what each thing is, yet this is only in consequence of 
each thing being one, and participating of sameness. That, 
however, which has not multitude in itself, is not one by 
the participation of one, but is the one itself ^ not from 
another, but because it is this ; from which other things 
also derive their subsistence, some indeed, proximately, but 
others remotely. But since that which is next to the one 
is characterized by sameness, and is posterior to the one, it 
is evident that the multitude of it is every where one. 
For being multitude at the same time it subsists in same- 
ness, and without separation, because all things in it exist 
collectively at once [in impartible union]. Each also of 
the natures which proceed from it, as long as it participates 
of life, is one many. For it cannot exhibit itself to the 
view as one all. That, however, from which this originates 
is one all, because it is a great principle. For the principle 
is in reality and truly one. But that which is next to the 
principle, being thus after a manner [exuberantly full of] 
and heavy with the one, becomes all things through its 
participation of the one; and whatever it cpntains is again 
all and one. What therefore is this all ? Is it not those 
things of which the one is the principle ? But how is the 
one the principle of all things ? Is it not because it is the 
saviour of them, causing each of them to be one ? Or is 
it also because it gave subsistence to them ? After what 
manner therefore? Is it not because it antecedently con- 
tained them? We have however before observed, that 
thus it will be multitude. They are contained in it. there- 
fore, in such a way as to subsist without distinction and 
sepamtion.^ But the things contained in the second prin- 
ciple [after the one’] are separated by reason : for they are 
now in energy. The one, however, is the power of all 

^ As all things proceed from the one, hence the one is all things 
orior to all. 
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things. But what is the mode of this power? For it is 
not said to be in power or capacity in the same manner as 
matter, because it receives: for matter suffers [in consc- 
queuce of being passive] ; and thus the power of matter 
lias an arrangement opposite to that of efficiency. How, 
therefore, does it produce the things which it has not? 
For it does not produce them casually ; nor having con- 
sidered what it is to do, does it then produce them. It 
has been said, therefore, by us, that if any thing proceeds 
from the one, it is different from it ; but being different, 
it is not one. For this is what the one was. If, however, 
that which proceeds from the one is not one, it is now 
necessary that it should be two things, and should be 
multitude. For it is now same and different, quality, and 
other things. That the offspryig of the one, therefore, is 
not one [alone] has been now demonstrated. But that it 
is multitude, and a multitude of such a kind as that which 
is surveyed in what is posterior to it, is deservedly a 
subject of doubt. And the necessity of the subsistence 
of that which is posterior to it, still remains to be investi- 
gated. 

XVI. That it is necessary, therefore, there should be 
something after the first, has been elsewhere asserted by 
us. And, in short, we have said that this which is next 
to the first [principle of things] is power, and an ines- 
timable power. This, likewise, is rendered credible from 
all other things, because there is nothing even among the 
last of things which has not a generative power; How, 
however, we must say, that in things which are generated, 
the progression is not to the upward, but to the downward, 
and to a greater multitude, and that the principle of par- 
ticulars is itself more simple [than its effects]. Hence, 
that which produced the sensible world will not be itself 
the sensible world, but intellect and the intelligible world. 
Hence, too, that which is prior to the intelligible world. 
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and which generated it, is something more simple than 
intellect and the intelligible world. For that which is 
nuiltitudinous does not originate from multitude, but from 
that which is not midtitude. For if the source of it was 
multitudinous, it would not be the principle, but the 
principle would be some other thing prior to it. It is 
necessary, therel'ore, to refer all things to that which is 
truly one, and which is superior to all multitude, and to 
every kind of [participablc] simplicity, if it is truly simple. 
But how is that which is generated from it, multitudinous 
and universal reason, since it is evident it is not itself 
reason ? If however it is not reason, how can reason })ro- 
^ceed from that which is not^ reason? And how can that 
which is boniform proceed from the good ? For what does 
it possess in itsidf that 9an cause it to bo denominated 
boniform ? Is it because it subsists with invariable same- 
ness ? But what docs this contribute to the good ? For 
we seek after a sameness of subsistence when good is 
present. Or do we not first investigate that from which it 
is not proper to depart, because it is good ? But if it is 
not good, it is better to abandon the pursuit of it. Is it 
therefore considered by us as boniform, to live abiding in 
good voluntarily, and with invariable sameness? Hence, 
if intellect is satisfied with living after this manner, it 
evidently seeks after nothing else. It appears, therefore, 
that a sameness of subsistence is desirable, because what 
is present is sufficient. All things, however, being now 
present to intellect, to live is desirable ; and this when all 
things are in such a manner present with it, as not to be 
different from it. But if all life is present with this, and 
a life perspicuous and perfect; in this, soul and eveiy 
intellect subsist, and nothing is wanting to it either of life 
or intellect. Hence it is sufficient to itseK, and seeks after 


^ /!»/ is omitted in the original. 
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nothing farther. But if this the case, it possesses in 
itself, that which it would investigate if it were not present. 
It possesses, thert*fore, in itself the fjood, or a thing of such 
a kind as we call life and intellect, or sonndhing else which 
is accidental to these. If, however, this is the ffood^ tliere 
will be nothing bevond these. But if the (jood is bevcunl 
the.se, a life tending to this, suspended from it, having its 
subsistence from, and living according to it, will evid<*ntly 
be good. For the good is the principle of intellect. It is 
iK'cessary, thori'fore, that the good should b(‘ more excidlenl 
than life and intellect. For thus inttdlcct, and the Irle 
which it contains, will be conv<*rted to it, since the life of 
intellect possesses in itself an imitation of the good, accr)rd- 
ing to which intellect lives, and this is also the case with 
intellect itself, whatever this iiiiitation may b(‘. 

XVII. What then is better than a most wise, irre}>re- 
hensible, and unerring life Y What more excellent than an 
intellect possessing all things? Or than all life, and every 
intellect? If, therefore, w(5 should say that the maker of 
these is more excellent, and should relate how he inad(? 
them, and show that nothing better than him can j>resent 
itself to our view, our reasoning will not procteed to any 
thing else, but will stop there. It is necessary, however, 
to ascend, both on account of many other considerations, 
and because self-sufficiency to this inlellect is the result of 
all the things of wliich ^ it consists. But each of these is 
evidently indigent, because each participates of the same 
one, and participates of one in consequence of not being 

' Instead of tic Tvavnav t^ui t(rrir, it is necessary to read U ir«vra>v 
IK oti tariV. The necessity of this emendation was not seen by 
Ficinns, whose tran.slation of this part is consequently very erro- 
neous. For how can the sufficiency of intellect consist of an accu- 
mulation of all things externally ? But tlie translation of Ficinus 
is, “ turn etiam quia sufficientia huic ex cunctis accumulata pendet 
extrinsecus.” 
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the one itself. What then is that of which this intellect 
participates, and which causes it to exist, and to be all 
things at once? If, however, it causes it to be every thing, 
and the multitude of it is sufficient to itself through the 
presence of the one, and if also it is evidently effective of 
essence and self-sufficiency, it will not be essence, but 
beyond this, and beyond self-sufficiency. Is what we have 
said therefore sufficient, or is the soul yet parturient with 
something else, and in a still greater degree? Perhaps, 
therefore, it is requisite that the soul should now become 
impelled towards the one, being filled with parturient con- 
ceptions about it. Again, however, let us try if we cannot 
find a certain charm for this parturieiicy. Perhaps, indeed, 
he will accomplish this, who frequently enchants himself 
frjpni what has now been said. What other new enchant- 
ment, therefore, as it were, is there ? For the charm which 
runs above all realities, and above the truths which we 
participate, immediately flies away from him who wishes to 
speak of and energize discursively about the one ; since it 
is necessary that the dianoetic power, in order that it may 
speak of any thing, should assume another and another 
thing. For thus there will be a discursive energy. In 
that, however, which is perfectly simple, there is nothing' 
discursive ; but it is sufficient to come into contact with it 
intellectually. That, however, which comes into contact 
with it, when it is in contact, is neither able to say any 
thing, nor has leisure to speak ; but afterwards [when it 
falls off from this contact] reasons about it. Then also it 
is requisite to believe that we have seen it, when the soul 
receives a sudden light. For this light is from him, and 
is him. And then it is proper to think that he is present, 
w'hen like another God entering into the house of some one 
who invokes him, he fills it with splendour.® For unless 

* It is necessary here to supply or, 

* Plotinus, in what he here says, doubtless alludes to the following 
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he entered, he would not illuminate it. And thus the soul 
would be without light, and without the possession of 
this God. But when illuminated, it has that which it 
sought for. This likewuso is the true end to the soul, to 
come into contact with his light, and to behold him 
through it; not by the light of another thing ; but to per- 
ceive that very thing itself through wliich it sees. For 
that through which it is illuminated, is the very thing 
which it is necessary to behold. For neith(*r do wo see the 
sun through any other than the solar light, llow, there- 
fore, can this be aceomj dished ? By an ablation of all 
things. 

linos in the 10th hook of the “ Odyssey,” whoji Ulys-es and Tele- 
niachus remove the weapons out of the armory : ^ 

“Minerva preceded thorn, having a gohlmi lamp, with which 
she pi*()du(!e(I a very heauliful light; on percMoving which, Tele- 
niaohns llius immediately addressc<l his father: O father, this 
is certainly a most admirable thing which ])resents itself to my 
eyes. Fur the walls of the house, tire beautiful spaces between 
the rafter’s, the fir beams, an<l the colunrns, ap]>ear to me to rise in 
radianee, as if on fire, ('ortainly some one of the Gods is present 
who inhabit the extended heaven. Jhit the wise Ulysses thus 
answered him : lie silent, repress your intellect, and <Io not speak. 
For this is the custom of the Gods wlio dwell iir Olympus.” 
Homer, therefore, indicates by this, that to the rec.i![)tioir of 
divine illumination, silence, and a cessation of all mental energy, 
are requisite. 


lO 



XIV. 

THAT THE NATURE WHICH IS BEYOND 
BEING IS NOT INTELLECTIVE; 

AND WHAT THAT IS WHICH IS PRIMARILY, AND ALSO 
THAT WHICH IS SECONDARILY, INTELLECTIVE. 

V. vi. 

One kiml of intelligence is the intellectual perception of 
another thing, but another is the perce])tiou of a thing by 
itself, or when u thing perceives itself ; the latter of which 
Hies in a greater degree from duplicity, or doubleness in in- 
tellection. But the former wishes also to avoid this diver- 
sity, but is less able to accomplish its wish. For it has 
indeed with itself that which it sees, but it is different 
from itself. That, however, which intellectually perceives 
itself, is not se}>arated essentially from the object of its 
]»erccption, but being co-existent with it sees itself. Both, 
therefore, become one being. Hence it perceives in a greater 
degree because it possesses that which it perceives. It is 
also prinnirily intellective, because that which perceives 
intellectually ought to be both one and two. For if it is 
not one, that which j>erceives will be one thing, and that 
which is intellectually perceived another. Hence it will 
not be primarily intellective, because in consequence of re- 
ceiving the intellectual perception of another thing, it will 
not possess that which it perceives, as something belonging 
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to itself ; so that the thing perceived will not be the per* 
ceiver itself. Or if it should possess it as itself, in order 
that it may properly perceive intellectually, two things 
will be one. Hence it is necessary that both should be one. 
Or if there is indeed one thing, but again, this one does not 
consist of two things, it will not possess intelligence ; so 
that neither will it perceive intellectually. Hence it is 
necessary that the nature which is intellective should be 
simple and at the same time not simple. He, however, 
who ascends from soul will in a greater degree apprehend 
that an intellective nature is a thing of this kind. For 
here [i.e. in soul] it is easy to divide, and duplicity may 
hero be easily perceived. If some one, therefore, should 
make a twofold light, soul, indeed, according to the less 
pure, but the intelligible of it according to the purer ligl)|^ 
and afterwards should cause that which sees to be a light 
equal to that which is seen, not having any further oc(‘a.- 
sion to separate by difference, — he who does this, will ad- 
mit that these two are one. And this perceives intellec- 
tually, indeed, because it is two things ; but it sees because 
it is now one thing. Thus, therefore, such a one will appre- 
hend intellect and the intelligible. Hence we, by a reason- 
ing process, have made two things from one. On the con- 
trary, however, it is two things from one, because it intel- 
lectually perceives, making itself to be two ; or rather 
being two because it intellectually perceives ; and because 
it is one thing [being intellective]. 

II. If, therefore, there is that which is primarily intel- 
lective, and also that which is after another manner [i.e. 
secondarily] intellective, that which is beyond the first in- 
telligent nature, will not perceive intellectually. For it is 
necessary that it should become intellect in order that it 
may have intellectual perception. But being intellect it 
will also have the intelligible. And if it is primarily intel- 
lective, it will have the intelligible in itself. It is not. 
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however, necessary that whatever is intelligible should have 
that whi(;h is intellective in itself, and perceive intellec- 
tually. For in this case, it will not only be intelligible, 
but also intellective. But being two things it will not be 
that which is first. Intellect, likewise, which possesses the 
intelligiifie, could not subsist without the existence of an 
esKcru e which is purely intelligible ; and which with re- 
spert t(j iut<.‘llect, indeed, will be intelligible, but with re- 
ference to itself will be properly neither intellective, nor 
intelligibL*. For that which is intelligible, is intelligible 
to {uiotlicr thing. And intellect which darts itself forward 
bv intelligence would have a vacuum, unless it received and 
compreheiulcd in itself the intelligible which it intellectually 
perceives. For it is not intellective without the intelligible. 
Hence it is then perfect when it possesses the intelligible. 
It is necessary, however, prior to its perceiving intellec- 
tually, that it should have with itself a j^erfect essence. 
Hence, that with which the perfecjt is essentially ^ present, 
will bo iK'vftMjt prior to intellectual perception. To this, 
therefore, iiuthiug of intellectual perception is necessaiy. 
For prior to this it is suflicient to itself. Hence it does 
not perceive intellectually. There is, therefore, that which 
is not intellective ; there is also that which is |>rimarily 
intellective; and there is that which is intellective in a 
secondary degree. Farther still, if that which is first per- 
ceives intellectually, something is present with it. Hence 
it is not the first, but that which is second. It is also not 
one, but is now many ; and is all such things as it intel- 
lectually perceives. For if it only intellectually perceived 
itself, it would be many.® 

‘ There is an omission in the original here of Kar* ovalavy but 
both the sense and the version of Ficinus require it should be 
inserted. 

For €uh; here, it is necessary to read 1)0 tj. 

• The intelligible is prior to intelligence ; for the former is 
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III. If, however, it sliotild be said, that nothinjx hinders 
this same thing which is the first from being many, we 
reidy that in these many there will be a subject. For it is 
not possible for the many to subsist, unless the one exists, 
from which, or in which they subsist ; or in short, unless 
there is a one which is prior to other things that are num- 
bered among themselves, and which it is necessary to 
receive itself in itself alone. But if it subsist s in conjunc- 
tion with other things, it is necessary having received this 
with other things, but which at the same time is different 
from them, that we should suffer it to be with other things, 
but that we should also investigate this subject, no longer 
in conjunction with oilier things of which it is the subject, 
but itself by itself. For that whieh is the same in other 
things, will indeed be similar to this, but will not be tlm.^ 
It is necessary, howevt-r, that it should be alone, if it is to 
be seen in other things, unless it should be said that the 
being of it has its hypostasis in conjunction with other 
things. Hence, there will not be that which is itself 
simple; nor will there be that whieh is coiri[»osed of 

many things. For since that which is simple has 

no subsistence, neither will that which is a composite 

of many things subsist. For because each simple 

characterize*! hy owc/zcr, hub the latter by intfAlcct. Anil being* 
is prior to intellect. The intelligible, however, contains in itself 
intellect casually. Ilcnce it has a kiiowleilge wliich is beyond 
intellect. Much more, therefore, is the ineffalile principle of things, 
who is beyond the intelligible, above the possession of intellectual 
perception. For his knowledge like bis nature is more impartible 
than every centre, and more iiicffiiblc than all silence. For it is, 
if it be lawful so to speak, a darkness wliich tran.scends all gnostic 
illumination. Hence by energizing about it, knowledge is refunded 
into ignorance. 

* For the imparticipable or exempt one^ is not consubsistent 
with any thing, but the participable one is consub.sisteiit either 
with being, or life, or intellect, or soul, or body. See niy transla- 
tion of Proclus’ “ Elements of Theology.” 
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thing is unable to exist, no one certain simple thing sub- 
sisting from itself, hence since that wliich is multitudinous 
is not able to have an hypostasis by itself, nor to impart 
itself to another thing, because it has no existence, how can 
there be that which is composed of all things, when it 
must consist of nonentities, which are not merely negations 
of a certain thing, but have no subsistence whatever ? If, 
therefore, a certain thing is multitude, it is necessary there 
should be one prior to the many. Hence, if that which is 
intellective is a certain multitude, it is necessary that there 
should not be intellectual perception in that which is not ^ 
multitude. This, however, is the first [princij)le of things]. 
In the natures, therefore, posterior to it, there will be intel- 
lectual perception and intellect. 

IV. Farther still, if it is necessary that the good should 
be simple and unindigent, it will not be in want of intellec- 
tual perception. But that which is not necessary to it, will not 
be present with it ; since, in short, nothing is present with it. 
Intellectual perception, therefore, will not bo inherent in it, 
because neither will any thing else. Besides, intellect is 
something different from the good. For it becomes boni- 
form by the intellectual perception of the good. Again, as 
in two things where there is one and another thing, it 
^ is not possible for this one which subsists in conjunction 
with something else to be the one itself, but it is necessary 
that the one which is one by itself, should be prior to that 
which is with another ; thus also it is necessary, that wdiorc 
a certain one which is in a certain respect simple subsists 
in conjunction with another thing, there should prior to it 
be the one which is perfectly simple, and which has nothing 
in itself of the things contained in that which subsists 
in conjunction with others. For whence could one thing 
be another, unless piior to these that had a separate sub- 


* ftt) is omitted in the original. 
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sistence, from which the thing that is another is derived ? 
For that which is simple, cannot be derived from another. 
But that which is multitudinous or two, must necessarily 
be suspended from another thing. Hence, that which 
is first may be assimilated to light ; that which is next to 
it, to the sun ; but that which is the third, to the moon, 
deriving light from the sun. For soul, indeed, has an ad- 
ventitious intellect, which, as soul is of an intellectual 
nature, colours it [with a light derived from the goodi], 
lutellect, however, contains in itself an appropriate light of 
its own ; for it is not light alone, but that which is illumi- 
nated essentially. But that which imparts this light, 
since it is not any thing else, is a simple light, affording to 
intellect the power of existing that which it is. Why, 
therefore, should this simple light be in want of any thing ? 
For it is not the same with that which is in another; 
since that which is in another is dilfereut from that which 
subsists itself by itself. 

V. Farther still, that which is multitudinous will seek 
itself, and will wish to verge to and be co-sentient of itself. 
Where, however, will that which is entirely one proceed to 
itself? And where will it be in want of co-sensation ? For 
this same thing is more excellent than all co-scusation and 
intellection. For intellectual perception is not the first of 
things, either with respect to existence, or dignity of 
nature ; but it is the second thing, and generated posterior 
to the subsistence of the good. As soon as generated, also, 
it moved itself towards the good. But being moved 
towards, it also knew it. And intellectual perception ie 
this, viz. a motion towards the good, and an aspiration after 
it. For desire generated intelligence, and is consubsistent 
with it. For sight is the desire of seeing. Tits good, 
therefore, is not at all in want of intellectual perception. 
For there is not any thing else beside itself which is 
the good of it; since when that also which is different 
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from the good intollectually perceives it, it does this in con- 
sequence of being bonifovm, and possessing a similitude to 
the good. It likewise intellectually perceives that which it 
sees, as good auJ desirable to itself; and inconsequence of 
receiving as it were the imagination of good. And if it is 
always thus affc'ctcd, it is alway this [i.e. it is always boni- 
foriii|. For again, iji the intellection of itself, it accident- 
ally perceives fha good. For looking to the good, it intel- 
lectually sees it, and also sees itself energizing. But the 
energy of all things is directed to the good. 

VI. If, therefore, these things are rightly asserted, in- 
telligence wull have no place whatever in the good. For the 
good which is present with an intellective/ nature is dif- 
ferent from the good itself. Hence the good is uneiiergeiic. 
For why is it necessary that energy should energize ? Foi 
in short, no emu'gy whatever has again t nergy. But if to 
other energies which are directed to another thing, we attri- 
bute* soin(‘tliing it is however necessary, that the first 
energy from which other energies are suspended, should be 
that very thing wliich it is, and that nothing else should be 
adde<l to it. An -energy, therefore, of this kind is not in- 
tellectual porctq»tlon. For it does not possess that which 
it intollectually perceives ; since it is the first energy. In 
the next place, neither does intelligence intellectually 
perceive, but that which possesses intelligence. Again, 
therefore, two things take place in that which perceives 
intellectually. But that which is first is by no means two. 
Farther still, the truth of this may be seen in a still greater 
degree by him ■who considers how this twofold nature sub- 
sists in every thing which is more clearly intellective. For 
we say, indeed, that beings as beings, that each thing itself 
[by itself,] and truly existing beings, are in the intelligible 

^ Instead of tq vovp tI in this place, it is nccessaiy to read 
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place ; and this not merely because some things abide in- 
variably the same in essence, but others, and these are such 
as are in the sensible region, continually flow and are not 
permanent.* For perhaps there are some things in 
sensibles of a permanent nature. But we assert this of 
intelligibles, because they possess the perfection of exist- 
ence. For it is necessary that the essence whicli is primarily 
so called, should not be the shadow of existence, but should 
have the fulness of being. Existence, however, is then 
full, when it r<K*eives the form of intellectual perception, 
and of life. Hence, in [realj being, to perceive intel- 
lectually, to live, and to exist, are cousubsistent. If, there- 
fore, it is being, it is also intellect, and if it is intellect it 
is being. And intellectual perception is simultaneous with 
existence. Hern'e, to t»(‘rceive iutellcctnally is many tilings, 
and not one thing. It is necessary, therefore, that with the 
nature which is not a thing of this kind, there should not 
be intellectual ] »f‘rception. Hence, among the several 
forms contained in true beings, there are man, and the 
intellectual perception “ of man ; horse, and the intellectual 
peveeptiou of horse ; the just, and the intellection of the 
just. Hence too, all things there are doubh*, and the one is 
two. And again, two passes into one. But that which is 
the first of things is not either of these ; nor does it con- 
sist of all the things w hich an; two ; nor is it, in short, two. 
It has been, how’over, elsewhere sliowu by us, how tw^> de- 
rives its subsistence from the one. But since the one is 
beyond essence, it is also beyond intellectual perception. 
There will be no absurdity therefore, in asserting that the 
one does not know' itself. * For l.'cing one it docs not possess 
with itself that which it may learn. But neither is it 
necessary that it should know other things. For it 

^ Instead of ov vivu here, it is necessary to read nv fihtt. 

* It is requisite here, to supply the w'ords dpOpiJTrov vStjaii: xai. 
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imparts to them something better and greater than the 
knowledge of them ; and this is the good of other things. 
But it rather imparts to them the ability, as much as 
possible, of coming into contact with it in the same 
thing. 



XV. 

ON THE GOOD, OR THE ONE. 

VL ix. 

I. All beings are beings through the one, both such as are 
primarily beings, and such as in any respect whatever are 
said to bo classed in the order of beings. For what would 
tliey be, if they wore not one? For if deprived of unity, 
they are no longer that which they wore said to bo. For 
neither would an army, or a choir, exist [as such], unless 
each of them v;as one. Nor would a herd exist, if it were 
not one. But neither would a house or a ship have an 
exi.stence, unless they possess tlie one ; since a house is oik; 
thing, and also a ship, which one if they lose, the house 
will no longer be a house, nor the ship a ship. Continued 
magnitudes, therefore, unless the one is ])resent with them, 
will not have an existence. Hence, when they are divided, 
so far as they lose the one, they change their existence. 
The bodieS; also, of plants and animals, each of which is 
one, if they fly from the one, in consequence of being broiccii 
into multitude, lose the essence which they before po8sess(*d, 
no longer being that which they were, but becoming instead 
of it other things, and continuing to be these so long as 
they are one. Health, likewise, then has a subsistence, 
when the body is congregated into one [i.e., when it 
possesses symmetry], and beauty then flourishes when the 
nature of the one confines the parts of the body. Virtue 
also exists in the soul when the soul tends to unity, and is 
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united in one concord. Since, therefore, the soul conducts 
all things to one, by fabricating, fashioning, forming and 
co-arrsuiging them, is it necessary to assert when we have 
arrived as far as to soul, that slie supplies the one, and that 
she is the one itaelf? Or must we not say, that as when she 
imparts other things to bodies, such as morphe and form, it 
is not li(*rself which she imparts, but things different from 
liersclf, thus also it is requisite to think if she imparts 
the one, that she imparts it as something differiuit froni 
herself ; and that looking to the one, she causes each of her 
[)roductions to be one, in the same manner as looking to 
man, slie fabricates man, assuming together with man the 
one contained in man.* For of the things which are de- 
nominated one, each is in such a manner one as is the being 
which it possesses.^ So that things which are in a less 
degre(' beings, possess in a less degree the one ; but those 
that have more of entity have Jilso more of the one. More- 
over, soul being different from the one, posst'sses more of it 
in proportion as it is more truly soul, yet is not the one itself. 
For soul is one, and in a certain respect the one which it 
poss('sses is an accident. And lliese are two things, soul 
and one, in the same manner as l.)ody and one. That 
indeed wdiich is decrcte multitude, as a choir, is more 
remote from the one, but that which is continuous is nearer 
to it. But soul wdiich has more alliance with, jrarticipates 
more abundantly of the one. If, however, because soul 
<!aunot exist unless it is one, it should be said that soul and 
the one are the same, w'e reply in the first place, that other 

' The original liere is defective, which deficiency may be sup- 
plied from the version of Fieiniis, l»y reading waTrtp kuI ‘Trpb'j drOpianov 
j^Xfrrovtrav def^puiTTor cr/gioi'pyn, instead of uxrnfp Kai Trpof dvOpuTrov 
di'OpMTTor. 

* I.e. The nature of its being depends on tlie nature of the 
unity which it participates ; so that its being is more or less excel- 
lent according as tliis unity partakes in a greater or less degree of 
the one itself. 
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tilings also arc what they are in conjunction with being 
one, but at the same time the one is different from them. 
For body and one are not the same ; but body ])artieipates of 
the one. Iii the next place, each soul is a multitude, tliough 
it docs not consist of parts. For there are many powers in 
it, viz , those of reasoning, appetitioii, and apprehension, 
which are connected by unity as by a bond. Soul, thiTeforc, 
being itself one imparts the one., to other things. But she 
also suffers [l.e. partiedpates] this om* from something (‘Ise. 

II. Shall we say, therefore, that in ea(;h of the things 
which subsist according to a part, the essence of it and the 
one are not the same? In true being indeed, and true 
essence, essence, being, and the one, are th(^ same. So that 
he who discovers being in these, will also discover the one, 
and will find that essence itself is the one itself. Thus, for 
instance, if essence is intellcjct, the one also is hen< intellect, 
viz., an intellect which is primarily being, and primarily 
one. And when it imparts existence to other things, thus, 
and so far as it imparts this, it also imparts the one. For 
what else besides intellect and being, can the one of these 
be said to be? For either the one is the same with being, as 
a man is the same thing as one man ; or it is as a certain 
number of each thing, as when you speak of a certain two. 
And thus the one is asserted of a certain fhing alone. If, 
therefore, number pertains to beings, it is evident that the 
one also pertains to them : and what it is must be inves- 
tigated. But if the one is nothing more than tlie energy 
of the soul attempting to number, tJw one will have no 
existence in things themselves. Eeason however has said, 
that whatever loses the one, loses entirely at the same time 
its existence. It is necessary, therefore, to consider whether 
each thing that has a being, and each thing that is one are 
the same, and whether in short, being and the one are the 
same. If, however, the being of each thing is multitude, 
but it is impossible for the one to be multitude, each of 
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these will be different from the other. Man» therefore, is 
an animal, is rational, and has many parts, and this multi- 
tude is bound together by unity. Hence, man is one thing, 
and unity another; since the former is partible, but the 
latter impartible. Moreover, being which ranks as a whole, 
and contains all beings in itself, will rather be many beings 
[than one], *and will be different from the one. But by 
assumption and participation, it will possess the one. Being, 
likewise, has life and intellect: for it is not deprived of 
life. Hence, being is many things. If also it is intellect, 
it is thus again necessary that it should be multitudinous ; 
and this in a still greater degree, if it comprehends in itself 
forms or ideas. For idea is not unity, but is rather 
number. And this is true both of each idea, and of that 
which is all ideas collectively. Idea, likewise, is in such a 
manner one, as the world is one. In short, the one is the 
first of things, but intellect, forms, and being are not the 
first. F<.>r each form consists of many things, and is a 
composite, and posterior. For those things from which 
each form consists have a priority of subsistence. But 
that it is not possible that intellect can be the first of things, 
is evi(hmt from the following considerations. It is necessary 
that intellect should consist in intellectual perception ; and 
that the most excellent intellect, and which does not look 
to what is external to, should intellectually perceive that 
which is prior to itself. For being converted to itself, it 
is [at the same time] converted to the principle of itself. 
And if indeed it is both intellective and intelligible, it will 
he twofold and not simple, and therefore not the one. But 
if it looks to something different from itself, it will entirely 
look to that which is more excellent than, and prior to 
itself. If, however, it both looks to itself, and to that 
which is better than itself, it will thus also be secondary. 
And it is requisite to admit that such an intellect as this, 
is present indeed with the good, and with that which ia 
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first, and that it beholds it. It likewise associates with, 
and intellectually perceives itself, and knows that it is 
itself all things. By no means, therefore, since it is thus 
various, is it the one, Neither, therefore, will the one be 
all things ; ' since if it were, it would no longer be the one. 
Nor is it intellect. For thus it would be all things ; intel- 
lect being all things. Nor is it being. For being like- 
wise is all things. 

III. What then will the one be ; and what nature will it 
possess ? Or may we not say that it is not at all wonderful, 
it should not be easy to tell what it is, since neither is it 
easy to tell what being is, or what form is. But our 
knowledge is fixed in forms. When, however, tlie soul 
directs its attention to that which is formless, then being 
unable to comprehend that which is not bounded, and as it 
were impressed with forms by a former of a various nature, 
it falls from the apprehension of it, and is afraid it will 
possess [nothing from the view]. Hence, it becomes weary 
in endeavours of this kind, and gladly descends from the 
survey frequently falling from all things, till it arrives at 
something sensible, and as it were rests in a solid substance ; 
just as the sight also, when wearied with the j)erception of 
small objects, eagerly converts itself to siicli as are large. 
When, however, the soul wdshes to perceive by itself, and 
sees itself alone, then in consequence of being one with the 
object of its perception, it does not think that it yet 

^ It is well ol^erved by Damascius in his MS. treatise TTffii 
dpxwi', that neither the one nor all things accords in reality with 
the nature of the one. For these arc oi)posed to each other, and 
distribute our conceptions. For if we look to the simple and the 
oncy we destroy its immensely great perfection : and if we con- 
ceive all things subsisting together, we abolish thr one and the 
simple. But this is because we are divided, and look to divided 
peculiarities. In short, so far as it is the one, it is exempt from all 
things, and is without any multitude; but so far as it is the 
principle of all things, it is all things prior to all. 
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possesses that which it investigates, because it is not 
different from that which it intellectually perceives. At 
the same time, it is requisite that he should act in this 
manner, who intends to philosophize about the one. Since, 
therefore, that which we investigate is one, and we direct 
our attention to the principle of all things, to the goody and 
the first, we ought not to be far removed from the natures 
which are about the first of things, nor fall from them to 
the last of all things, but proceeding to such as are first, 
w'e should elevate ourselves from sensihles which have an 
ultimate subsistence. The soul, likewise, should for this 
purpose bo liberated from all vice, in consequence of 
hastening to the [vision of the] good ; and should ascend 
to the principle which is in herself, and become one instead 
of many things, in order that she may survey the principle ^ 
of all things, and the one. Hence it is requisite, that the 
soul of him who ascends to the good, should then become 
intellect, and that ho should commit his soul to, and 
establish it in intellect, in order, that what iiitelloct sees, 
his soul may vigilantly receive, and may through intellect 
survey the one; not employiug any one of the senses, nor 
receiving any thing from them, but with a pure intellect, 
and witli the summit [and as it w^ere, flowerj of intellect, 
beholding that which is most jmre. When, therefore, he 
who applies himself to the survey of a thiug of this kind, 
imagines that then^ i.s either magnitude, or figure, or bulk 
about this nature, he has not intellect for the leader of the 
vision; bt'cause intellect is not naturally adapted to per- 
0‘ive things of this kind, but such an energy is the energy 
of sense, and of opinion followdug sense. But in order to 
perceive the one^ it is necessary to receive from intellect a 
declaration of wdiat intellect is able to accomplish. Intel- 

’ For here, it is necessary to read fipxng ; and it is also 

requisite to alter the punctuation conformably to the above trans- 
lation. 
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lect, however, is able to see either things prior to itself, or 
things pertaining to itself, or things effet'ted by itself. 
And the things indeed contained in itself, are pure ; but 
those }>rior to itself are still purer and more simple; or 
rather tliis must be asserted of that which is prior to it. 
Hence, that which is prior to it, is not iutcllect, but some- 
thing more exeelloiit. For intellect is a certain one among 
the number of beings ; but that is not a certain one, but is 
prior to every thing. Nor is it being; for being has, as it 
were, the form of the one,' But that is formless, and is even 
without intelligible form. For the nature of the one being 
generative of all things, is not any one of them. Neither, 
therefore, is it a certain thing, nor a quality, nor a quantity, 
nor intellect, nor soul, nor that which is moved, nor again 
that which stands still. Nor is it in place, or in time ; but is 
by itself uniform, or rather without form, being prior to 
all form, to motion and to permammey. For those subsist 
about being which also cause it to be multitudinous. 
Why, however, if it is not moved, does it not stand still ? 
Because it is necessary that one or both of these should 
subsist about being. And that which stands still, stamls 
still through permanency, and is not the same with it. 
Hence permanency is accidental to it, and it no hmgcT 
remains simple. For when we say that the one is the 
cause of all things, we do not predicate anytliiiig as an 
accident to it, but rather as something which hiij)pens to 
us, because we possess something from it, the one in the 
mean time subsisting in itself. It is necessary, however, 
when speaking accurately of the one, neither to call it that, 
nor this. But w^c running as it were externally round it, 
are desirous of explaining the manner in which we are 

* Instead of rov uvrot here, it is necessary to read roD ivoQ, For 
it is absurd to suppose Plotinus would say, that heinff has as it 
were the form of being, and yet Ficinus so translates it : Nam 
ens velut formam ipsam entis hahet.’* 
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affected about it. And at one time, indeed, we draw near 
to it, but at another time fall from it, by our doubts 
about it. 

IV. In this affair, however, a doubt especially arises, 
because the perception of the hij»hest God is not effected 
by science, nor by intellip^ence, like other intelligibles, but 
by the presence of him, which is a mode of knowledge 
superior to that of science. But the soul suffers an 
apostasy from the one, and is not entirely one when it 
r(‘ceives scientific knowledge. For science is reason, and 
reason is multitudinous. The soul, therefore, in this case, 
deviate.s from ike owe, and falls into number and multitude. 
Hence it is necessary to run above science, and in no 
respect to depart from a su>>sistence which is profoundly 
one ; but it is requisite to abandon science, the objects of 
science, every other thing, and every beautiful spectacle. 
For every thing beautiful is posterior to the supreme, and 
is derived from Inm. in the same manner as all diurnal 
light is derived from the sun. Hence Plato says, he is 
neither effable, nor to be described by writing. We speak 
however, and write about him, extending ourselves to him, 
and exciting others by a reasoning process to the vision of 
him ; })ointing out, as it were, the wav to him who wushes 
to behold soraetliing [of his ineffable nature]. For doctrine 
extends as far as to the way and the progression to him. 
But the vision of him is now the work of one who is soli- 
citous to perceive him. He, however, will not arrive at the 
vision of him, and will not be affected by the survey, nor 
will have in himself as it were an amatory passion from 
the view, (which passion causes the lover to rest in the 
object of his love) nor receive from it a true light, which 
surrounds the whole soul with its splendour, in consequence 
of becoming nearer to it ; he, I say, will not behold this 
light, who attempts to ascend to the vision of the supreme 
while he is drawn downwards by those things which are 
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an impediment to the vision. He will likewise not ascend 
by himself alone, but will be accompanied by that which 
will divulse him from the one, or rather he will not be 
himself collected into one. For the one is not absent from 
any thing, and yet is sepamted from all things ; so that it 
IS present, and yet not present with them. But it is 
present with those things that are able, and are prepared 
to receive it, so that they become congruous, and as it 
were pass into contact with it, through similitude and a 
certain inherent power allied to that wliich is imparted by 
the one. When, therefore, the soul is disposed in such a 
way as she was when she came from the one, then she is 
able to perceive it, as far as it is naturally capable of being 
seen. He, therefox'e, who has not yet arrived thither, but 
either on account of the above-mentioned obstacle is de- 
prived of this vision, or through the want of reason which 
may conduct him to it, and impart faith respecting it ; 
such a one may consider himself as the cause of his 
disappointment through these impediments, and should 
endeavour by separating himself from all things to be alone. 
But with respect to arguments in the belief of which he is 
deficient, he should conceive as follows : 

V. Whoever fancies that beings are governed by fortune 
and chance, and are held together by corporeal cause.s, is 
very remote from God, and the conception of the one. Our 
arguments, likewise, are not addressed to these, but to those 
who admit that there is another nature besides bodies, and 
who ascend [at least] as far as to soul. It is necessary, 
therefore, that these should be well acquainted with the 
nature of soul, both as to other things, and to its being 
derived from intellect; from which also participating of 
reason, it possesses virtue. After these things, however, 
he should admit the subsistence of another intellect, 
different from that which reasons, and which is denomi- 
nated rational. He should likewise consider reasonings to 
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subsist now as it were in interval and motion, and sciences 
to be such-like reasons in the soul, with an [evolved] and 
manifest subsistence ; in consequence of intellect which is 
the cause of sciences being now infused into the soul. 
Hence in this case, the soul has as it were a sensible per- 
ception of intellect, through apprehending it incumbent 
on soul, and containing in itself the intelligible world, a 
tranquil intellect, and a quiet motion, and having and. 
being all things, — a multitude without separation, and 
again a so]Kirate multitude. For it is neither separated 
like the reasons [i.c. forms or ideas in the human soul] 
which are perceived by our intellect one at a time,’ [and 
not simuhane<msly,] nor is it a confused multitude. For 
each of the forms contained in it proceeds separate from 
the rest ; in the same manner as in the sciences, where all 
things subsisting in an impartible nature, at the same 
time (‘aoh is separate from tliejrest. This multitude, there- 
fore, subsisting at once is the iiitelligibh? world, which is 
immediatidy united to the lirst principle of things, and 
which the same reason that demonstrates tlie existence of 
soul says has a necessary subsistence. This, however, has 
a more principal subsistence than soul, yet is not the first 
of things, because it is not [profoundly] one, and simple. 
But the one, and the principle of all things, is simple. 
Hence that which is prior to the most homnirable thing 
among beings,^ if it is necessary there should be something 
prior to intellect, which wishes indeed to be one, yet is not 
one, but has the form of one, because intellect is not in 

' In tlie original, uvTt yap ciaK^Kpirai u>s oi \6yoi oi iidij ku*)’ tv 
voot>/i€vo<, wliieh Ficinus not understanding lias erroneously trans- 
lated as follows : “ Neqiie eniin discernitur sicut rationes in pro- 
batione solent, sed tanqiiam rationes jam secnndiini iiniim quiddam 
excogitante. ” For tlie human intellect perceives only one form or 
idea at a time ; but a divine intellect sees all forms at once. 

Instead of to Sn b' roiv ov uftnoraroy here, it is neces- 

sary to read r6 dn Ttpb rov iv ro7f ovaiv rt/tiwrarow. 
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itself dispersed, but is truly present with itself, and does 
not, in consequence of its proximity to the one, divulse 
itself, tbougli in a certain respec^t it dares to depart from 
the one; — that, I say, which is prior to intellect and is the 
one, is a prodigy, and is not bein<?, lest heri^ also the one 
should be predicated of another thing, to which no name 
is in reality adapted. But if it is necessary to give it a 
name, it may approjn-iately be called in oonunon otic, yet 
not as being first something else, and afterw ards one. It 
is indeed on this account difiicult to be lai<»wn ; but is 
principally to be known from its offs[)ring esseuc(\ And 
intellect leads to essence. The nature also of the one is 
such, that it is the fountain of the most excellent things, 
and a power generating beings, abiding in itself without 
diminution, and not subsisting in its progeny. But we. de- 
nominate it the one from necessity, in <n’d(T that we may 
signify it to each other by a name, and may be led to an 
impartible conception, being anxious that our soul may be 
one.' We do not, however, here Rj)eak of the one and the 
impartible in such a w'ay as wluiu we speak of a point or 
the monad. For that which is after this manner one, is 
the principle of quantity, which could not subsist unl(‘ss 
essence had a prior existence, and also that which is antts 
cedent to essence. It is necessary therefore to project the 
dianoetic power to these ; but we .should consider the monad 
and a point as having an analogical similitude to the one, 
on account of their simplicity, and their flying from multi- 
tude and division. 

VI. How, therefore, can we speak of the one, and how 
can we adapt it to intellectual conception ? Shall we say 
that this may be accomplished, by admitting that it is 
more transcendently one than the monad ami a point? 
For in these, indeed, the soul taking away magnitude and 

' Instead of Kai r^v >//vx^v eV oii 9^ovTtQ in this place, it is 
requisite to read xal rnv 4^vx^t' tlvai OIXovrtf. 
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the multitude of number, ends in that which is smallest, 
and fixes itself in a certain thing which is indeed impart- 
ibk?, but whicli was in a partible nature, and is in some- 
tliing different from itself. But the one is neither in another 
thing, nor in that which is partible. Nor is it impartible 
in the same way as that which is smallest. For it is the 
greatest of all things, not in magnitude, but in power. So 
that it is without nuignitudo in power. For the natures 
also which are [immediately] posterior to it, are impartible 
in powers, and not in bulk. The principle of all things 
likewise must be admitted to be infinite, not because he is 
magnitude or number which cannot be passed over, but 
because the power of him is incomprehensible.^ For when 
you conceive him to be intellect or God, he is more [excel- 
lent] than those. u\nd again, when by the dianoetic power 
you equalize him with the ewe, or conceive him to be God, 
by recurring to that which is most united in your intellec- 
tual perception, he even transcends these appellations. 
For he is in himself, nor is any thing accidental to him. 
By that which is sufficient to itself also the unity of his 
nature may be demonstrated. For it is necessary that the 
principle of all things should be most sufficient both to 
otli(U* things, and to itself, and that it should also be most 
iiu-iudigeut. But every thing which is multitudinous and 
not one, is indigent ; since consisting of many things it is 
not one. Hence tlie essence of it requires to be one. But 
the one is not in want of itself. For it is the one. More- 
over, that which is many, is in want of as many things as 
it is. And each of the things that are in it, as it subsists 
in conjunction wdth others, and is not in itself, is indigent 
of other things ; and thus a thing of this kind exhibits in- 
digence, both according to parts and according to the whole. 
If, therefore, it is necessary there should be something 


For ireptXt/Trr^ here, it is necessary to read diriptXfiirrtp. 
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which is most sufficient to itself, it is necessary there 
should be the one^ which alone is a thing of such a kind, 
as neither to be indigent with reference to itself, nor with 
reference to another thing. ‘ For it does not seek after any 
thing in order that it may be, nor in order that it may be 
in an excellent condition, nor that it may l)e there estab- 
lished. For being the cause of exisbmce to other things, 
and not deriving that which it is from others, nor its haj>]>i- 
ness, what addition can be made to it external to itself ? 
Hence its happiness, or the excellency of its condition, if? 
not accidental to it. For it is its(df [all that is sulHciont to 
itself]. There is not likewise any plat.'c for it. For it is 
not in want of a fonndation, as if it were not able to sus- 
tain itself. For that which is established in another thing 
is inanimate, and a falling mass, if it is without a founda- 
tion. But other thing.s are established on a<‘count of ike 
one^ through which also they at the same time subsist, and 
have the place in which they are arranged. That, however, 
which seeks after place is indigent. But the principle is 
not indigent of things posterior to itself. Th(‘ principle, 
therefore, of all things is nnindigent of all things. For 
that which is indigent, is indigent in consequence of 
aspiring after its principle. But if the one was indigent 
of any thing it would cei^tainly seek not to be the om ; so 

^ As, however, a thing cannot be said to be a principle or cause 
without the subsistence of the things of which it is the principle <»r 
cause ; hence the one, so far as it is a principle or cause, will l>e 
indigent of the subsistence of the.se. “ Indeed,” as BaTnaseius 
aays, “ how is it po.ssil)le it should not he indigent so far as it is 
the one? Just a.H it is all other things which proceed from it. 
For the indigent also is something l>elonging to all things. ” Hence 
there is something even beyond the one, which Im.-; no kind of 
indigence whatever, which is in every resj)ect incapable of being 
apprehended, and about which we must be perfectly silent. See 
the Introduction to my “Plato,” and the additional notes to the 
3rd Volume of it. 
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that it would be indigent of its destroyer. Every thing, 
however, which is said to be indigent, is indigent of a good 
condition, and of that which preserves it. Hence to the 
<trie nothing is good, and, therefore, neither is the wish for 
any thing good to it. But it is super-good. And it is not 
good to it self , but to other tilings, which are able to partici- 
pate of it. Nor does the one possess intelligence, lest it 
sliould also possess difference; nor motion. For it is prior 
to motion, and prior to intelligence. For what is there 
which it will inbdlectually ])erccive? Shall we say itself? 
Prior to int(dloction, therefore, it will be ignorant, and will 
be in want of intelligence in order that it may know itself, 
tliough it is snflit‘ieut to itself. It does not follow, how- 
ever, that because the one does not know itself, and docs 
not iufidleetually perceive itself, there will be ignorance in 
it. For ignorance takes place whore there is diversity, and 
when one thing is ignorant of another. That, however, 
which is alone neither knows any thing, nor has any thing 
of which it is ignorant. But being one, and associating 
with itself, it docs not require the intelleetual j>orcoption of 
itself ; since neither is it necessary, in order that you may 
pro.sorvo the one, to adapt to it an association with itself. 
But it is requisite to take away intellectual perception, an 
{issociation with itself, and the knowledge of itself, and of 
other things. For it is not proper to arrange it according 
to the act of perceiving intellectnally, but rather according 
to intolligoucc. For intelligence does not perceive intellec- 
tually, but is tlie cause of intellectual perception to another 
thing. Cause, however, is not the same with the thing 
caused. But the cause of all things is not any one of 
them. Hence neither must it be denominated that good 
which it imparts to others ; but it is after another manner 
the good, in a way transcending other goods. 

VII. If, however, because it is none of these things, you 
become indefinite in your decision, in this case establish 
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yourself in the above mentioned particulars, and from tliese 
[ascend to] and fix yourself in God. Ilut for this purj)ose 
you must not extend the diaiioetio power outwardly. For 
God is not in a certain place, so as to desert other thin^^s ; 
but wherever any thing is able to conn» into oontaet with 
him, there he is present. Hence, as in otlier things, it is 
not possible to peneivi' something inlelleetnally, while 
understanding and attending to another thing, but it is 
necessary not to introduce any thing else to the object of 
intellectual vision, in <n‘der that the perceivor may be the 
thing itself which is perceived ; — thus also hero, it is not 
possible for the soul to perceive God, while it retains tlie 
impression of something els(‘, and eiun'gizt^s according to 
that impression. Nor again, is it jKissible for Ihe soul 
while occupied and detained by other things to be im- 
pressed with the form of something contrary t,o tlu'm. 
But as it is said of matter, that it ought to be* void of 
all qualities, in order that it may receive the iminvssioim 
of all things ; thus also, «and in a much greater d(,‘gree, it 
is necessary that the soul should become formless, in order 
that there may be no iuipedimeut to its being tilled and 
illuminated by the first princijdo of things. If, however, 
this be the case, it is requisite that the soul, dismissing 
all externals, should be entirely converted to its inmost 
recesses, and should not be called to any thing external, 
but should be unintellective of all things ; and )>rior to 
this indeed, in inclination, but then also it should be with- 
out the perception of forms. It is likewise necessary that 
the soul, being ignorant of herself, should dwell on the 
contemplation of God, and associating, and as it were 
sufficiently conversing with him, should announce, if 
possible, the conference which it there held to another; 
which Minos perhaps having accomplished, was on this 
account said to be the familiar of Jupiter. Calling to 
mind also this conference, he established laws which were 
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the images of it, being filled through the contact with 
divinity with materials for the institution of laws. Or 
may we not say that the soul, if she wishes to abide on 
high, will consider political concerns as unworthy to be 
the subject of conference with deity ? For this indeed 
will be the language of him who has seen much of divinity. 
For, as it is said, God is not external to any one^ hut is 
prrseiit with all things, though they are ignorant that he is 
so. For they fly from him, or rather from themselves. 
They arc unable, therefore, to apprehend that from which 
they Hy And having destroyed themselves, they are 
incapable of seeking after another. For neither will a 
child, when through insanity he becomes out of himself, 
recognize his father. Jlut he who knows himself, will also 
know from whence he was derived. 

VIII. If, therefore, a certain soul has known itself at 
another time, it will also know that its motion is not recti- 
linear, but that its natural motion is as it were in a circle 
about a certain tiling, not externally, but about a centre. 
The centre, how<‘ver, is that from which the cii'cle pro- 
ceeds ; and therefore such a soul will be moved about the 
source of its existence. It will also be suspended from 
this, eagerly urging itself towards that to which all souls 
ought to hasten. But the souls of the Gods always tend 
thither ; and by tending to this they are Gods. For what- 
ever is conjoined to this is a God. But that which is very 
distant from it, is a multitudinous man and a brute. Is, 
tlierefore, that in the soul which is as it were a centre, the 
object of investigation ? Or is it necessary to think that 
it is something else, in which as it were all centres concur ? 
This centre, however, and this circle are assumed by us 
according to analogy. For the soul is not a circle in the 
same way as a figure ; but because an ancient nature is in 
it and about it. And because the soul is suspended from 
a thing of this kind, and in a still greater degree when it 
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is wholly separated from the body. Now, however, since 
a part of us is detained by the body ; just as if some one 
should have his feet in the water, but with the rest of his 
body should be above it ; — thus also being elevated by 
that part which is not merged in body, we are conjoined 
to that which is as it were the centre of all things ; after 
the same manner as we fix the centres of the greatest 
circles in the centre of the sphere by which they are com- 
prehended. If, therefore, the circles were corporeal and 
not psychical, they would be conjoined to the centre 
locally, and the centre being situated in a certain place, 
the circles would revolve about it. Since, however, these 
souls are themselves intelligible, and this (umtre is above 
intellect, it must be admitted that this contact is effected 
by other powers than those by which an intellective nature 
is adapted to be conjoined to the object of intellectual per- 
ception. The contact, also, is greater than that by which 
intellect is present [with the intelligible] through simili- 
tude and sameness, and is conjoined with a kindred nature 
nothing intervening to separate the conjunction. For 
bodies, indeed, are prevented from being united to each 
other ; but incorporeal natures are not separated from each 
other by bodies. Hence, one is not distant from the othe r 
by place, but by otherness and difference. When, there- 
fore, difference is not present, then the natures which are 
not different are present with each other. The principle of 
all things, therefore, not having any difference, is always 
present; but we are present with it when we have no 
difference. And it indeed does not aspire after us, in 
order that it may be conversant with us ; but we aspire 
after it, in order that we may revolve about it. We 
indeed perpetually revolve about it, but we do not always 
behold it. As a band of singers, however, though it moves 
about the coryphaeus, may be diverted to the survey of 
something foreign to the choir [and thus become dis- 
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cordant], but when it converts itself to him, sings well, 
and truly subsists about him ; — thus also we perpetually 
revolve about the principle of all things, even when we 
are perfectly loosened from it, and have no longer a 
knowledge of it. Nor do we always look to it ; but when 
we behold it, then we obtain the end of our wishes, and 
rest [from our search after felicity]. Then also we are 
no longer discordant, but form a truly divine dance 
about it. 

IX. r?i tliis dance, however, the soul beholds the foun- 
tain of life, tlie fountain of intellect, the principle of being, 
tlic cause of good, and the root of soul. And these are 
not poured forth from this fountain, so as to produce in it 
any diminutum. For it is not a corporeal mass ; since if 
it wore, its progeny would be corruptible. But now they 
are perpetual, because the principle of them abides with 
invariable sameness ; not being distributed into them, but 
remaining whole and entire. Hence, they likewise remain, 
just as if the sun being permanent, light also should be 
pormaiK'ut. For we are not cut otf from this fountain, nor 
are we separated from it, though the nature of body in- 
tervening, draws us to itself. But we are animated and 
preserved by an infusion from thence, tliis principle not 
imparting, and afterwards withdrawing itself from us; 
since it always supplies us with being, and always will as 
long as it continues to be that which it is. Or rather, we 
are what we are by verging to it. Our well-being also 
consists in this tendency. And to be distant from it is 
nothing else than a diminution of existence. Here, like- 
wise, the soul rests, and becomes out of the reach of evils, 
running back to that place wliich is free from ill. And 
here also, she energizes intellectually, is liberated from 
perturbations, and lives in reality. For the present life, 
and which is without God, is a vestige of life, and an 
imitation of that life which is real. But the life in the 
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intelligible world consists in the energy of intellect. 
Energy also generates Gods, through a tranquil and quiet 
contact with the principle of all things. It likewise 
generates beauty, justice, and virtue. For the soul being 
filled with deity, brings forth these. And this is botli the 
beginning and end to the soul. It is the begiiiniiigiudeed, 
because she originates from thence ; but it is the end, 
because the good is there, and because when the soul is 
situated there, she becomes what she was before. For the 
good which is here, and iu sensible concerns, is a lapse, a 
fliglit, and a deiluxion of the wings of the soul. But that the 
good is there, is indicated by the love which is connasetmt 
with the soul ; conformably to wliicli Love is conjoined iu 
marriage wdth souls, both iu writings and in fables.^ For 
since thi‘ soul is different from Gotl, but is derived from 
him, she necessarily loves him, and wlu'ti she is there she 
has a celestial love ; but the love which slie hero poss(*sses 
is common and vulgar. For in the intelligible world the 
celestial Venus reigns; but here the popular Venus, who 

’ Sec my translation of the fable of Cnjiid and IVyche; for to 
this fable Plotinus now evidently alludes. 

The celestial V'enus, says IVoelus (in Sehol. MSS. in (Vaty- 
him), is supermundane, leads upwtards to intelligilde ]>eauty, is 
the supplier of an uniiolluted life, and separates from generation. 
But the Venus that proceeds from Dioiie governs all the co-ordina- 
tions in the celestial world and the earth, hinds them to each 
other, and perfects their generative progressions, through a kindred 
conjunction. lie likewise informs us, that this gofJd(‘ss proceeds 
from foam, according to Orpheus, as w^ell as the more ancient [or 
cele-stial] Venus; and that both proceed from generative jiowors; 
one from that of Heaven, but tlie other from that of Jupiter tJie 
Demiurgus. He adds, that hy the sea (fron^ which they rose) we 
must understand an expanded and circumscribed life ; by its pro- 
fundity, the universally-extended progression of such a life ; and 
by the foam, the greatest purity of nature, that which is full of 
prolific light and po^ver, that which swims upon all life, and is as 
it were its highest flower. 
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is as it were meretricious.' Every soul also is a Venus. 
And this the nativity of Venus, and Love who was bom at 
the same time with her, obscurely signify.* The soul, 
therefore, when in a condition conformable to nature, loves 
God, wishing to be united to him, being as it were the 
desire of a beautiful virgin to be conjoined with a beautiful 
Love. When, however, the soul descends into generation, 
then being as it were deceived by [spurious] nuptials, and 
associating herself with another and a mortal Love, she 
becomes petulant and insolent through being absent from 
her father. But when she again hates terrene wantonness 
and injustice, and becomes purified from the defilements 
which are here, and again returns to her father, then she 
is affected in the most felicitous manner. And those in- 
deed who are ignorant of this affection, may from terrene 
love form some conjecture of divine love, by considering 
how great a felicity the possession of a most beloved object 
is conceived to be ; and also by considering that these 
earthly objects of love are mortal and noxious, that the 
love of them is nothing more than the love of images, and 
that they lose their attractive power because they are not 
truly desirable, nor our real good, nor that which we in- 
vestigate. In the intelligible world, however, the true 
object of love is to be found, wdth which we may be con- 
joined, which we may participate, and truly possess, and 
which is not exb'rnally enveloped with flesh. He however 
who "knows this, will know what I say, and will be convinced 
that the soul has then another life. The soul also proceed- 
ing to, and having now arrived at the desired end, and 
participating of deity, will know that the supplier of true 
life is then present. She will likewise then require nothing 
farther ; for on the contrary, it will be requisite to lay 

' Plotinus says this, looking to the illegitimate participations of 
this Venus by mankind. 

^ See the speech of Diotima in the ** Banquet of Plato.*’ 
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aside other thiugs, to stop in this alone, and to become 
this alone, amputating every thing else with which she is 
surrounded. Hence, it is necessary to hasten our departure 
from lienee, and to be indignant that we are bound in one 
part of our nature, in order that with the whole of our 
[true] selves, we may fold ourselves about divinity, and 
have no part void of contact with him. When this takes 
place therefore, the soul will both see divinity and herself, 
as far as it is lawful for her to see him. And she will see 
Imrself indeed illuminated, and full of inlelligiblc light; or 
nitluir, she will perceive hersc‘lf to be a pure light, iin- 
burthened, agile, and becoming to be a God, or rather 
being a God, and then shining forth as smdi to the view.^ 
But if she again becomes heavy, she then as it were 
wastes away. 

X. How does it happen, therefore, that th(^ sonl does not 
abide there? Is it not because she has not yet wholly 
migrated from hence ? But she will then, when her vision 
of deity possesses an uninterrupted continuity, and she is 
no longer impeded or disturbed in her intuition by the 
body. That however which sees divinity, is not the thing 

' Hence Aristotle in his “ Politics” also .‘<ays, that he who sur- 
passes beyond all comparison the rest of his fellow-citizeiis in 
virtue, ought to be considered as a God among men. He also 
observes, that such a one is no longer a part of the city, tliat law 
is not for him, since he is a law to himself, and that it would be 
ridiculous in any (>ne to subject him to the law's. Let no one, 
however, who is not thus transcendeiitly virtuous, fancy that law 
also is not for him ; for this fancy in such a one is not only idle, 
but if not suppres.sed may lead to sedition, and the destruction of 
himself and others. In short, the man who has not completely 
subdued his passions, is so far from being above law, that, as 
Proclus well observes, ‘ ‘ the universe uses him as a brute. ” Observe, 
too, that when Plotinus calls the man w'ho is able in this life to 
see divinity a God, he means that he is a God only according to 
similitude; for in this way, men traasceudeutly wise and good are 
called by Plato, Gods and divine. 
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wliicli is disturbed, but something else ; when that which 
perceives him is at rest from the vision. But it is not then 
at rest according to a scientific energy, which consists 
in demonstrations, in credibilities, and a discursive process 
oC the soul. For h(3re vision, and that which sees, are no 
longtT reason, but greater than and i)rior to reason. And 
in reason, ind(!ed, they are as that is which is perceived. 
He therefore who sees himself, will then, when he sees, be- 
hold himself to be such a thing as tins, or rather he Avill be 
presimt with himself thus disposed, and becoming simjde, 
will perceive himself to be a thing of this kind. Perhaps, 
liowever, neither must it be said that he sees, but that he 
is the thing seen ; if it is necessary to call these two things, 
i.e. the pcrceiver and the thing perceived. But both are 
one ; ^ though it is bold to assert this. Then, indeed, the 
soul neither secs, nor distinguishes by seeing, nor imagines 
that there are two things ; but becomes as it were another 
thing, and not itself. Nor does that which pertains to 
itself contribute any thing there. But be(‘oming wholly 
absorbed in deity, she is one, conjoining as it were centre 
with centre. For here concurring, they are one ; but they 
are then two when they are separate. For thus also we 
now denominate that which is another. Hence this spec- 
tacle is a thing diflicult to explain by words. For how can 
any one narrate that as something different from himself, 
which when he sees he does not behold as different, but as 
one with liimself ? 

XI. This, therefore, is manifested by the mandate of the 
mysteries, which orders that they shall not be divulged to 
those who are uninitiated. For as that which is divine 
cannot be unfolded to the multitude, this mandate forbids 
the attempt to elucidate it to any one but him who is for- 
tunately able to perceive it. Since, therefore, [in this con- 

' Fi'om the conclusion of this section, it is evident that instead 
of dXXd fo), in this place, we should read dXXd 
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junction with deity] there were not two things, but the 
perceiver was one with the thing perceived, as not being 
[properly speaking] vision but union; whoever becomes 
one by mingling with deity, and afterwards recollects this 
union, will have with himself an image of it. But he was 
also himself one, having with respect to liimself no dif- 
ference, nor with respect to other things. For then there 
was not any thing excited with him who had ascended 
thither; neither anger, nor the desire of any thing else, 
nor reason, nor a certain intellectual perception, nor, in 
short, was even he himself moved, if it be requisite also to 
assert this ; but being as it were in an ecstasy, or energiz- 
ing enthusiastically, he became established in quiet and 
solitary union, not at all deviating from his own essence, 
nor revolving about himself, but being entirely stable, and 
becoming as it were stability itself. Neither was ho then 
excited by any thing beautiful; but running above the 
beautiful, he passed beyond even the choir of the virtues. 
Just as if some one having entered into the interior of the 
adytum should leave behind all the statues in the temple, 
which on his departure from the adytum will first present 
themselves to his view, after the inward spectacle, and the 
association that was there, which was not with a statue or 
an image, but with the thing itself [which the images 
represent], and which necessarily become the second objects 
of his perception. Perhaps, however, tliis was not a spec- 
tacle, but there was another mode of vision, viz. ecstasy, 
and an expansion and accession of himself, a desire of con- 
tact, rest, and a striving after conjunction, in order to be- 
hold what the adytum contains. But nothing will be pre- 
sent with him who beholds in any other way. The wise 
prophets, therefore, obscurely signified by these imitations 
how this [highest] God is seen. But the wise priest 
understanding the enigma, and having entered into the 
adytum, obtains a true vision of what is there. If, how- 


ir 
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ever, he has not entered, lie will conceive this adytum to be 
a certain invisible thing, and will have a knowledge of the 
fountain and principle, as the principle of things. But 
when situated there, he will see the principle, and will 
be conjoined with it, by a union of like with like, neglecting 
nothing divine which the soul is able to possess. Prior to 
the vision also it requires that which remains from the 
vision. But that which remains to him who passes beyond 
all things, is that which is prior to all tilings. For the 
nature of tlie soul will never accede to that which is 
cntiri'ly non-being. But proceeding indeed downwards 
it will fall into evil; and thus into non-being, yet not 
into that which is perfect nonentity. Running, how- 
ever, in a contrary direction, it will arrive not at another 
thing, but at itself. And thus not being in another thing, 
it is nt>t on that account in nothing, but is in itself. To he 
in itself alonCf however, and nob in being, is to he in Ood. 
For God also is something which is not essence, but beyond 
essence. Hence the soul when in this condition associates 
with him. He, therefore, who perceives himself to asso- 
ciate with God, will have himself the similitude of him. 
And if he passes from himself as an image to the arche- 
ty[)e, he will then have the end of his progression. But 
when he falls from the vision of God, if he again excites the 
virtue which is in himself, and perceives himself to be per- 
fectly adorned ; he will again be elevated through virtue, 
proceeding to intellect and wisdom, and afterwards to the 
principle of all things. This, therefore, is the life of the 
Gods, and of divine and happy men, a liberation from all 
terrene concerns, a life unaccompanied with human pleasures, 
and a flight of the alone to the alonef 

' From this solitary subsistence of the one, the solitariness of all 
other divine natures is derived, and their ineffable os-sociation with 
themselves. Hence Plato in the “Timseus” says, “that the 
Bemiurgus established heaven (i,c. the world) one, only, solitary 



ON THE GOOD, OR THE ONE. 


323 


nature, able through virtue to convei’se witli itself, indigent of 
nothing external, and sufficiently known and friendly to itself/* 
Proclus, in his Commentaries on this dialogue, admirably illus- 
trates these words as follows ; “To comprehend the whole blessed- 
ness of the world in three appellations, is most aj)propriatc to that 
which subsists according to a triple cause, viz. ibo linal, the para- 
digmatic, and the demiurgic. For of the a[»pellation.s themselves, 
tlie first of them, viz. one, is assumed from the final cause ; for the, 
one is the same with the good. Hut the second, viz. onbj^ is 
assumed from the paradigmatic cause. For tlie only begotten and 
milyness {^ovunne) were, prior to the universe, in all-perfect animal. 
Aiul the third, viz. the solitary^ is assumed from the demiurgic 
cause. For the ability of using itself, ami tlirough itself govtuiiing 
the world, procee<ls from the demiurgic goodness. The world, 
therefore, is owe, so far as it is united and is converted to the one. 
But it is only^ so far as it participates of the intelligihle, and com 
prehends all things in itself. And it is solitary, so far as it is 
similar to its father, and is able to save itself. From the three, 
however, it appears that it is a God. F or the one, tlie perfect, and 
the self-sufficmit, are the elements of deity. Hence, the world 
receiving tJie.so, i.s also it.self a God ; being one indeed, according 
to hypar.xis ; but alone, according to a perfection which derives its 
completion from all sensible natures ; and solitary through being 
sufficient to itself. For those that lead a ^olita^y life, being con- 
verted to themselves, have the hopes of salvation in themselves. 
.And that tliis is the meaning of the term solitary, is evident from 
tlie words, “ able through virtue to converse with itself, imligent 
of nothing external, and sufficiently known and friendly to itsidf. * 
For in tliesc words Plato clearly manifests what the solitarinesK is 
which he ascribes to the world, and tliat he dmiominate.s tliat 
being solitary, who looks to him.self, to that with wliich he is 
furnished, and to his own proper measure. For those that live in 
solitary places, are the saviours of themselves, so far as res]iects 
human causes. The universe, therefore, Is likewise after this 
manner solitary, as being siiflicicrit to itself, and preserving itself, 
not tlirough a diminution hut from an exuljeiance of power ; for 
.self-sufficiency is here indicated; and a.s he says, through virtue. 
For he alone among partial animals [such as we are] u ho possesses 
virtue, is able to associate with, ami love himsedf with a parental 
affection. But the vicious man looking to his invHird baseness, is 
indignant with himself and with his own essence, is astonished with 
externals, and 2^ursues an association with others, in consequence 



824 


SELECT WORKS OF PLOTINUS. 


of his inability to behold himself On the contrary ^ the tvorihy man 
perceiving himself beautiful^ rejoices and is delighted^ and pro- 
ducing in himself beautiful conceptions^ gladly embraces an asso- 
ciation imth himself For we are naturally domesticated to the 
beautiful, but hastily withdraw ourselves from deformity. Hence, 
if the world possesses virtue adapted to itself, in its intellectual 
and psychical essence, and in the perfection of its animal nature, 
looking to itself, it loves itself, and is present with, and sufficient 
to itselfr 
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Page 3. Intellectual Prudence, The followiiif? account of the 
virtues is extracted from the Notes to my Translation of tlie 
“Phajdd” of Plato: The first of the virtnes are the physical, 
which are common to brutes, being mingled with the tempera- 
ments, and for the most part contrary to each other ; or rather 
pertaining to the animal. Or it may be said tliat they are 
illuminations from reason, when not impeded by a certain bad 
temperament : or that they are the result of energies in a former 
life. Of these Plato speaks in the ** Politicus” and the “ Laws.” 
The ethical virtues, winch are above these, are ingenerated by 
custom and a certain right opinion, and are the virtues of children 
when well educated. These virtues also are to be found in .some 
brute animals. They likewise transcend the temperaments, and 
on this account are not contrary to each other. I'hese virtuc.s 
Plato delivers in the “Laws.” They pertain however at the 
same time both to reason and the irrational nature. In the third 
rank above these are the political virtues, which pertain to reason 
alone; for they are scientific. But they are the virtues of 
reason adorning the irrational part as its instrument ; through 
prudence adorning the gnostic, through fortitude the irascible, 
and through temperance the epithymetic power (or the power 
which is the source of desire) ; but adorning all the jiarts of the 
irrational nature through justice. And of these virtues Plato 
speaks much in the “ Republic.” These virtues too follow each 
other. Above these are the cathartic virtues, which pertain to 
reason alone, withdrawing from other things to itself, throwing 
aside the instruments of sense as vain, repressing also the energies 
through these instruments, and liberating the soul from the 
bonds of generation. Plato particularly unfolds these virtues in 
the “ Phaedo.” Prior to these however are the theoretic virtnes, 
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which pertain to the soul, introducing itself to natures superior 
to itself, not only gnostically, as some orfh may be induced to 
think from the name, but also orectically : for it hastens to 
become, as it were, intellect instead of soul ; and intellect pos- 
sesses both desire and knowledge. These virtues are the con- 
verse of the political ; for as the latter energize about things 
subordinate according to reason, so the former about things more 
(‘xcellent according to intellect. These virtues Plato delivers in 
the Thcffitctus.” 

Aceording to Plotinus, there is also another gradation of the 
virtues besides these, viz. the paradigmatic. For, as our eye, 
when it is first illuminated by tbe solar light, is different from 
tliat which illuminates, as being illuminated, but afterwards is in 
a certain respect united and conjoined with it, and becomes as it 
were solar-form ; so also our soul at first indeed is illuminated 
by intellect, and energizes according to the theoretic virtues, but 
afterwards beisomes, as it were, that which is illuminated, and 
energizes uniformly according to the paradigmatic virtues. And 
it is the business indeed of philosophy to make us intellect ; but 
of theurgy to unite us to intelligibles, so that we may energize 
paradigmatically. And as when possessing the physical virtues, 
we know mundane bodies (for tbe subjects to virtues of this kind 
are bodies) ; so from possessing the ethical virtues, we know the 
fate of the universe, because fate is conversant with irrational 
lives. For the ratiomil soul is not under fiite ; and the ethical 
virtues are irrational, because they pertain to the irrational part. 
According to the political virtues we know mundane affairs, and 
according to the cathartic super-mundane ; but as possessing the 
theoretic we know intellectual, and from the paradigmatic intel- 
ligible natures. Temperance also pertains to the ethical virtues ; 
justice to the political, (»n account of compacts ; fortitude to the 
cathartic, through not verging to matter ; and prudence to the 
theoretic. Observe too, that Plato in tlie “Phado” calls the 
physical virtues servile, becau.se they may subsist in servile souls ; 
but be calls the ethical ffkcoypct^tcu adumbrations, because their 
possessors only know that the energies of such virtues are right, 
but do not know ichy they are so. It is well observed too here, by 
Olynipiodorus, that Plato calls the cathartic and theoretic virtues, 
those which are iu reality true virtues, lie also separates them 
in another way, viz. that tbe political are not tclcstic, f.e. do not 
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pertain to mystic ceremonies, but that the cathartic ami theoretic 
are telestic. Hence, Olympiodorus adds, tlie cathartic virtues 
are denominated from the purification which is used in the 
mysteries ; but the theoretic from perceiving things divine. On 
this account he accords with the Orphic verses, tliat 

The soul that uninitiated dies, 

Plung’d in the blackest mire in Hades lies. 

For initiation is the divinely -inspired energy of the virtues. 
Olympiodorus also further observes, that by the thyrsus-bearers, 
Plato means those that energize according to the political virtues, 
but by the Bacchuscs those that exercise the cathartic virtues. 
For we are bound in matter as Titans, through the great parti- 
bility of our nature ; but we rise from the dark mire as Bacchuses. 
Hence we become more prophetic at the time of death : and 
Bacchus is the inspective guardian of deatl), because he is like- 
wise of every thing pertaining to the Bacchic sacred rites. 

All the virtues likewise exhibit their proper (diaracters, those 
being every where common, but subsisting a})propriately in each. 
For the characteristic property of fortitude is the nut declining 
to things subordinate; of temperance, a conversion from an 
inferior nature ; of justice, a proper energy, and which is adapted 
to being; and of prudence, the election and selection of things 
good and evil. Olympiodorus farther observes, that all the 
virtues are in the Gods. For many Gmls, says he, are wiorned 
with their appellations; and all goodness originates from the 
Gods. Likewise, prior to things which sometimes participate 
the virtues, as is our case, it is necessary there should be natures 
which always participate them. In what order, therefore, do the 
virtues first appear ? Shall we say in the psychical ? For virtue 
is the perfection of the soul ; and election and prenjlcctioii are 
the energies and projections of the soul. Hence the Chaldman 
oracles conjoin fontal virtue with fontal soul, or in other words, 
with soul subsisting according to cause. But may it not also be 
said, that the virtues naturally wish to give an orderly arrange- 
ment to that which is disordered ? If this be admitted, they will 
originate from the demiurgic order. How then will they be 
cathartic there? May we not say, Olympiodorus adds, that 
through the cathartic virtues considered according to their casual 
subsistence in Jupiter the demiurgus, he is enabled to abide in 



328 


SELECT WORKS OF PLOTINUS. 


his accustomed mode, as Plato says in the ^^Timseus**? Ann 
farther still, according to ancient theologists, he ascends to the 
tower of Saturn, who is a pure intellect. • 

As this distribution of the virtues, however, is at present no 
less novel than important, the following discussion of them from 
the 'A<j>oppai TTpoc ro roiyrd, or Auxiliaries to Intbllioibles, 
of Porphyry, is added both for the sake of the philosophic reader, 
and because it elucidates wliat is said by Plotinus on this subject. 
The substance of it is indeed evidently derived from Plotinus. 

‘‘There is one kind of virtues pertaining to the political 
character, and another to the man who tends to contemplation, 
and on this account is called theoretic, and is now a beholder. 
And there arc also other virtues pertaining to intellect, so far as 
it is intellect, and separate from soul. The virtues indeed of 
the political cliaractcr, and which consist in the moderation of 
the passions, are characterised by following and being obedient 
• to the reasoning about that which is becoming in actions. Hence, 
looking to an innoxious converse with neighbours, they are 
denominated, from the aggregation of fellowship, political. And 
prudence indeed subsists about the reasoning part; fortitude 
about the irascible part; temperance, in the consent and 
symphony of the epithymetic with the reasoning part; and 
justice in each of these performing its proper employment with 
respect to governing and being governed. But the virtues of 
him who proceeds to the contemplative life, consist in a depar- 
ture from terrestrial concerns. Hence also, they are called 
purifications, being surveyed in the retraining from corporeal 
actions, and avoiding sympathies with the body. For these are 
tlie virtues of the soul elevating itself to true being. The poli- 
tical virtues, therefore, adorn the mortal man, and are the fore- 
runners of purifications. For it is necessary that he who is 
adorned by these, should abstain from doing any thing prece- 
daiieously in conjunction with body. Hence in purifications, not 
to opine with body, but to energize alone, gives subsistence to 
prudence ; which derives its perfection through energizing intel- 
lectually with purity. But not to be similarly passive with the 
body, constitutes temperance. Not to fear a departure from 
body as into something void, and nonentity, gives subsistence to 
fortitude. But when reason and intellect are the leaders, and 
tliere is no resistance [fix>m the irrational part], justice is pro- 
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duced. The disposition therefore^ according to the political 
Tirtues, is surveyed in the moderation of the passions ; having 
for its end to live as man conformable to nature. But the dis- 
position according to the theoretic virtues, is beheld in apathy ; ' 
the end of which is a similitude to God. 

“ Since, however, of purification one kind consists in purifying, 
but another pertains to those that are ])iu'ificd, the catliartic 
virtues are surveyed according to both these significations of 
purification; for they purify the soul, and are present with 
purification. For the end of purification is to become pure. 
But since purification, and the being purified, are an ablation of 
every thing foreign, the good resulting from them will be different 
from that which purifies ; so that if that whicli is purified was 
good prior to the impurity with which it is defiled, purification is 
sufiUcient. That, however, which remains after purification, is 
good, and not purification. The nature of the soul also was not 
good, but is that which is able to partake of good, and is boniform. 
For if this were not the case, it would not have become situated 
in evil. The good, therefore, of the soul consists in being united 
to its generator; but its evil, in an association with things 
subordinate to itself Its evil also is twofold ; the one arising 
from an association with terrestrial natures ; but the other from 
doing this with an excess of the passions. Hence all the political 
virtues, which liberate the soul from one evil, may be denominated 
virtues, and are honourable. But the cathartic are more honour- 
able, and liberate it from evil, so far as it is soul. It is neces- 
sary, therefore, that the soul when purified should associate with 
its generator. Hence the virtue of it after its conversion consists 
in a scientific knowledge of [true] being ; but this will not be 
the case unless conversion precedes. 

There is therefore another genus of virtues after the cathartic 
and political, and which are the virtues of the soul energizing 
intellectually. And here, indeed, wisdom and prudence consist 
in the contemplation, of those things which intellect possesses. 
But justice consists in performing what is appropriate in a con- 
formity to, and energizing according to intellect. Temperance 
is an inward conversion of the soul to intellect. And fortitude 

' This philosophic apathy is not, as is stupidly supposed by most of 
the present day* insensibility, but a perfect subjugation of the passions 
to reason. 
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is apathy; according to a similitude of that to which the soul 
looks, and which is naturally impassive. These virtues also, in 
the same manner as the others, alternately follow each other. 

“ The fourth species of the virtues, is that of the paradigms 
subsisting in intellect ; which are more excellent than the 
psychical virtues, and exist as the paradigms of these ; the virtues 
of the soul being the similitudes of them. And intellect indeed 
is that in which all things subsist at once as paradigms. Here, 
therefore, prudence is science ; but intellect that knows [all 
things] is wisdom. T’emperance is that which is converted to 
itself. The proper work of intellect, is the performance of its 
appropriate duty [and this is justice ']. Butfortitude is sameness, 
and the abiding with purity in itself, through an abundance of 
p(>wer. There are therefore four genera of virtues ; of which, 
indeed, some pertain to intellect, concur with the essence of it, 
and are paradigmatic. Others pertain to soul now looking to 
intellect, and being filled from it. Others belong to the soul of 
man, purifying itself, and becoming purified from the body, and 
the irrational passions. And others are the virtues of the soul 
of man, adorning the man, through giving measure and bound to 
the irrational nature, and producing moderation in the passions 
And he, indeed, who has the greater virtues has also necessarily 
the less ; but the contrary is not true, that he who has the less 
has also the greater virtues. Nor will he who possesses the 
greater, energize procedaneously according to the less, but only 
JO far as the necessities of the mortal nature require. The scope 
ilso of the virtues, is, as we have said, generically different in the 
dilVerent virtues. For the scope of the political virtues, is to 
give measure to the passions in their practical energies according 
to nature. But the scope of the cathartic virtues, is entirely to 
obliterate the remembrance of the passions. And the scope of 
the rest subsists analogously to what has been before said. 
Hence, he who energizes according to the practical virtues, 
is a worthy man ; but he who energizes according to the 
cathartic virtues, is a demoniacal tnun, or is also a good demon. 
He who energizes accoiding to the intellectual virtues alone, is 
a God. But he who energizes acooi*ding to the paradigmatic 
virtues, is the father of the We, therefore, ought especially 

< The words Kai liKaxottinffi are omitted in the origtoai. Bat it is 
evident from ITotinus, that they ought to be inserted. 
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to pay attention to the catliartic since we may obtain 

these in the present life. But throiiirh these, the ascent is to the 
more honourable virtues. Hence it is requisite to sui*vey to 
what de"ree purification may be extended. For it is a separa- 
tion from body, and from the passive motion of the irrational 
part. But how this may be eflected, and to what extent, must 
now be said. 

“ In the fii'St place, indeed, it is necessary that, he who intends 
to acquire this purification, should, as the foundation and basis of 
it, know himself to be a soul bound in a foreign thing, and in a 
difterent essence. In the second plat e, as that which is rai80<I 
from this foundation, he should colloet himself from the body, 
and as it were from different places, so as to be disposctl in a 
manner perfectly imj)assive with respect to the body. For he 
who energizes iiiiinterriiptcdly according to sense, though he 
may not do this with nu adhering affection, and the enjoyment 
resulting from pleasure, yet at the same time his attention is 
dissipated about the body, in consequence of becoming through 
sense ^ in contact with it. But we arc addicted to the pleastires 
or pains of sensibles, in conjunction with a promptitude, and 
converging syinj)athy ; from which disposition it is requisite to 
be purified, hoicever^ will he effected hy admitting necessary 

pleasures^ and the sensations of them^ merely as remedies, or us a 
liberation from pain, ia order that [the rational part] may not he 
impeded [in its energies]. Fain also must be taken away. But 
if this is not possible, it must be mildly diminished. And it will 
be diminished, if the soul is not copassive with it. Auger, like- 
wise, must as much as possible be taken away ; and must by no 
means be premeditated. But if it cannot be entirely removed, 
deliberate choice must not be mingled with it, but the unpre- 
meditated motion must be the impulse of the irrational part. 
TheU however which is unpremeditated is imbecile and small. All 
fear, likewise, must be expelled. For he who requires this 
purification, will fear nothing. Here, however, if it should take 
place, it will be unpremeditated. Anger therefore and fear must 
be used for the purpose of admonition. But the desire of cvei'y 
thing base must be exterminated. Such a one also, so far as he 
ia a cathartic philosopher, will not desire meats and drinks. 


^ Instead of kot* avr^v here it in necessary to read xar moBffaw, 
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Neither must there be the unpremeditated in natural venereal 
connexions ; hut if this should take place^ it must he only as far 
as to that precipitate imagination which energizes in sleep. In 
sliort, the intellectual soul itself of the purified man, roust be 
liberated from all these [corporeal propensities]. He must like- 
wise endeavour that what is moved to the irrational nature of 
corporeal passions, may be moved without sympathy, and without 
animadversion ; , so that the motions themselves may be imme- 
diately dissolved, through their vicinity to the reasoning power. 
This, however, will not take place while the purification is pro- 
ceeding to its perfection ; but will happen to those in whom 
reason rules without opposition. Hence in these, the inferior 
part will so venerate reason, that it will be indignant if it is at 
all moved, in consequence of not being quiet when its master is 
present, and will reprove itself for its imbecility. These, however, 
arc yet only moderations of the passions, but at length terminate 
in apathy. For when co-passivity is entirely exterminated, then 
apathy is present with him who is purified from it. For passion 
becomes moved, when* reason imparts excitation, through verging 
[to the irrational nature].” 

Page 1 1 . The endeavour is not to he without am, hut to he a 
God, That is, to be a God according to a similitude to divinity 
itself. For through this similitude, good men are also called by 
Plato Gods. Hence, too, Empedocles says of himself, 

tyw v/ifuv, af^fSporoQ ovx* In OvriTbQ, 

“ Farewell, no mortal, but a God am I.” 

From this magnificent conception of human nature by the 
Pythagoreans and Plato, considered according to its true con- 
dition, the lofty language of the Stoics about their wise man was 
doubtless derived. For they assert of him that he possesses 
continual hilarity, and sublime joy ; that he is blessed even in 
torments ; that he is without perturbation, because he is stable 
and remote from error ; that he does not opine, because he does 
not assent to anything false ; that nothing happens to him con- 
trary to his expectation ; and that he is sufficient to himself, or 
is contented with himself alone, so far as pertains to living 
blessedly, and not to merely living ; for to the latter many things 
are necessary, but to the former nothing is requisite but a sane 
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4nd erect mind which looks down upon fortune with contempt. 
They farther add, that all things are the property of the wise 

man, and that he alone is to be considered rich, because he uses all 
things in the way which they ought to be used, and because he 
alone possesses the virtues, which are more precious than all 
treasures. That he alone is free, but that all bad men are slaves : 
for he neither fears any thing, nor does any thing cause him to 
grieve, nor is he subservient to any subordinate nature. That 
he alone is a king; for he governs both himself, and others. 
Hence Seneca, “ Are you willing to have great honour, I will 
give you a great empire : obtain dominion over yourself.” And 
lastly they add, that the wise man is obnoxious to no injury. 
For, as Seneca says in bis treatise De Constantia Sapieutis,” 
** Fortune takes away nothing except that which she gave ; but 
she does not give virtue, and therefore does not take it away. 
Virtue is free, inviolable, unmoved, unshaken, and so hardened 
against casualties, that she cannot even be made to incline, much 
less can she be vanquished. Hence the wise man loses nothing 
jf which he will perceive the loss ; for he is in the possession of 
virtue, from which he can never be driven, and he uses every 
thing else as something different from his proper good. If, there- 
fore, an injury cannot hurt any of those things which are the 
property of a wise man, because they are safe through virtue, an 
injury cannot be done to a wise man.” And afterwards, speaking 
of Stilpo the philosopher, who on being asked by Demetrius 
whether he had lost any thing by the capture of Megara, 
answered that he had lost nothing ; for, said he, atl (hat ie mine 
is with me ; and yet his patrimony was a part of the plunder, and 
the enemy had ravished his daughters, and conquered his country ; 
speaking of this very extraordinary man, he observes as follows, 
^ Stilpo shook off victory from the conqueror, and testified that 
though the city was taken, he himself was not only unconquered, 
but without loss ; for he bad with him true goods, upon which no 
hand can be laid. Whatever may be dissipated and plundered^ 
be did not consider as his own, but as a thing adventitious, and 
which follows the nod of fortune, and hence he did not love it as 
bis proper good. It must therefore be admitted that this perfect 

mao, who was full of human and divine virtues, lost nothiog. 
His goods were begirt with ' solid and insurmountable fortifica- 
tions. You. must not compare with these the walls of Babylon, 
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which Alexander entered ; nor the walls of Carthage cr Nu- 
inantia, which were captured by one hand ; nor the Capitol^ or 
the citadel ; for these possess an hostile vestige. But the walls 
whifdi defend the wise man are safe from dames and incursion ; 
they afford no entrance, are unconquerable, and so lofty that they 
reach even to the Gods/* Agreeably to this, also, the great 
Socrates said with a magnanimity which has seldom been equalled, 
and never surpassed, (fit A^vtoq Kttl MeXtroc arroKTEiyat 
evyayratf /3\tt\pai le ov Suyayrau “ Anytus and Melitus may 
indeed put mo to death, but they cannot injure me.” 

These magiiificent conceptions, and this elevated language 
arising fi’om the cultivation of true virtue and wisdom, were no 
longer to be found when the hand of barbaric despotism abolished 
the schools of the philosophers. For then, as a necessary conse- 
quonce, a night of ignorance succeeded, which is without a 
parallel in the history of any period ; and Philosophy, accom- 
panied by all the great virtues, retired from the Cimmerian 
darkness into the splendid and dignified solitude in which the 
Genius of antiquity resides. 

Paoe 14. Dialectic* For the sake of the truly philosophic 
reader who may not have my translation of Plato in his posses- 
sion, the following additional observations on that master science, 
dialectic, are extracted from the 3rd volume of that translation, 
and principally from the notes on the Parmenides. 

The method of reasoning employed by the dialectic of Plato, 
was invented by the Eleatic Zeno the disciple of Parmenides, 
and is as follows; Two hypotheses being laid down, viz. if a 
thing is^ and if it is noty each of these may be tripled, by 
considering in each what happens^ what does not happeUy what 
happens and at the same time does not happen ; so that six cases 
will be the result. But since, if a thing is, we may consider 
itself either with respect to itself, or itself with respect to others ; 
or we may consider others themselves with respect to themselves, 
or others with resi^ect to that thing itself, and so likewise if a 
thing is not hence the whole of this process will consist of eight 
triads, which are the following. 1. /fa thing is, what happens 
to itself with respect to itself, what does not happen, what 
happens and at the same time does not happen. % If a thing is, 
what happens to itsdf with respect to others, what does not 
happen, what happens and at the same time does not happen. 
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3. d thing is, what happens to others with respect to them- 
selves, what does not happen, what happens and at the same 
time does not happen. A. If a thing is, wliat happens to others 
with respect to that thing, what does not happen, what happens 
and at the same time does not happen. And the oilier four, 
which are founded on the hypothesis that a thing is not, are to be 
distributed in exactly the same manner ns tliose we have just 
enumerated. Such (says Proclns in ISIS. “Comraen. in Par- 
menid.”) is the whole form of the dialectic method, which is both 
intellectual and scientific; and under which those four powers 
the definitive and divisive, the demonstrative and analytic, receive 
their consummate perfection. 

The “Parmenides” of Plato gives a specimen of this method 
logically and synoptically ; comprehending in eight the above- 
mentioned four and twenty modes. Plato also adds, that the 
end of this exercise is the perception of truth. “ W e must not, 
therefore,” says Proolus, “consider him as simply speaking of 
scientific truth, but of that which is intelligible, or which, in 
other words, subsists according to a superessential characteristic. 
For the whole of our life is an exercise to the vision of this ; 
and the wandering through dialectic hastens to that as its port. 
Hence Plato in a wonderful manner uses the word Cio\l/e(rOai, to 
look through: for souls obtain the vision of iiitelligiblcs through 
many media.” 

That the dialectic method, however, may become conspicuous 
to the reader, the two following specimens of it are subjoined 
from the above-mentioned admirable Commentary of Proclns. 
The first of these is an investigation of the four and twenty 
inodes in providence. If then providence is, there wdll follow to 
itself with respect to itself, the beneficent, the infinitely powerful, 
the efficacious ; but there will not follow, the subversion of itself, 
the privation of counsel, the unwilling. That which follows and 
does not follow is, that it is one and not one. There will follow 
to itself with respect to other things, to govern them, to preserve 
every thing, to possess the beginning and the end of all things, 
and to bound the whole of sensibles. That which does not 
follow is, to injure the objects of its providential care, to supply 
that which is contrary to expectation, to be the cause of diso^er. 
There will follow and not follow, the being present to all things, 
and an exemption from them; the knowing, and not knowing 
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them. For it knows them in a different manner, and not with 
powers co-ordinate to the things known. There will follow to 
other things with respect to themselves, to suffer nothing casuaUy 
from each other, and that nothing will be [really] injured by any 
thing. There will not follow, that any thing pertaining to them 
will be from fortune, and the being unco-ordinated with each 
other. There will follow and not follow, that all things are good ; 
for this will partly pertain to them, and partly not. To other 
things with respect to it there will follow, to be suspended from 
it, on all sides to be guarded and benefited by it. There will 
not follow, an opposition to it, and the possibility of escaping it. 
For there is nothing so small that it can be concealed from it, 
nor so elevated that it cannot be vanquished by it. There will 
follow and not follow, that every thing will participate of provi- 
dence. For in one respect they partake of it, and in another 
not of it, but of the goods which are imparted to every thing 
from it. 

But let providence not have a subsistence, again there will 
follow to itself with respect to itself the imperfect, the unprolific, 
the inefficacious, a subsistence for itself alone. There will not 
follow, the unenvying, the transcendently full, the sufficient, the 
assiduous. There will follow, and not follow, the nnsolicitous, 
and the undisturbed. For in one respect these will be present with 
tliat which does not providentially energizo, and in another respect 
will not, in consequence of secondary natures not being governed 
by it. But it is evident that there will follow to itself with respect 
to other things, the unmingled, the privation of communion with all 
things, the not knowing any thing. There will not follow, the 
assimilating other things to itself, and the imparting to all things 
the good that is fit. There will follow and not follow, the being 
desirable' to other things ; for this in a certain respect is possible 
and not possible. For if it should be said, that through a tran- 
scendency exempt from all things^ it does not providentially 
energize, nothing hinders but that it may be an object of desire 
to all secondary natures ; but yet, considered as deprived of this 
power, 1 % ifill not be desirable. To other things with respect to 
thems^ves there will follow, unadorned, the casual, the in- 
definitfi in privity, the'reception of many tUngs adventitious in 
their ’ pature^ the being carried in a confused and disordered 
mimnerv There .will not follow,, an allotment with respect to one 
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thing, a distribution according to desert, and a subsistence ac* 
cording to intellect. There will follow and not follow, the being 
good. For so far as they are beings, they must necessarily be 
good ; and yet, providence not having a subsistence, it cannot be 
said whence they possess good. But to other things with respect 
to providence there will follow, the not being passive to it, and 
the being unco-ordinated with respect to it. There will not 
follow, the being measured and bounded by it. There will follow 
and not follow, the being ignorant of it. For it is necessary they 
should know that it is not, if it is not ; and it is also necessary 
they should not know it ; for there is nothing common to them 
with respect to providence. 

Ill the next place, let it be proposed to consider the conse- 
quences of admitting or denying the perpetual existence of soul. 

If then soul always is, the consequences to itself with respect 
to itself, are, the self-motive, the self-vital, and the self-subsistent. 
But the things which do not follow to itself with respect to itself, 
are, the destruction of itself, the being perfectly ignorant, and 
knowing nothing of itself. Tho consequences which follow and 
do not follow are, the impartible and the partible (for in a certain 
respect it is partible, and in a certain respect impartible), per- 
petuity and non-perpetuity of being. For so far as it communi- 
cates with intellect, it is eternal ; but so far as it verges to a 
corporeal nature, it is mutable. 

Again, if soul is, the consequences to itself with respect to 
other things, ue, bodies, are communication of motion, the con- 
necting of bodies, as long as it is present with them, together with 
dominion over bodies, according to nature. That which does not 
follow, is to move externally. For it is the property of animated 
bodies to be moved inwardly ; and to be the cause of rest and 
immutability to bodies. The consequences which ibllow and do 
not follow are to be present iirith bodies, and yet to be present' 
separate from them. For soul is present with them by its pro- 
vidential energies, but is exempt from them by its essence, 
because is incorporeal. And this is the first hexad. 

The second hexad is as follows ; If soul is, the consequence to 
other things, t.e. bodies, with respect to tbemselves, is, sympathy ; 
fbr according to a . vivific cause, bodieb Ayinpathize with each 
other. But that which does not foflb^) ia ^he:imn-8en8itive. For 
in consequence of there being such a thing as soul^ all things 
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must necessarily be sensitive; some things peculiarly so, and 
otliers as parts of the whole. The consequences which follow 
and do not follow to bodies with respect to themselves are, that 
in a certain respect they move themselves, through being ani- 
mated, and in a certain respect do not move themselves; for 
there are many inodes of self-motion. 

Again, if soul is, the consequences to bodies wilh respect to 
soul, are, to be moved intemally and vivified by to be pre- 
served and connected through it, and to be entirely suspended 
from it. The consequences which do not follow arc, to be dissi- 
pated by soul, and to be filled from it wilh a privation of life ; for 
bodies receive from soul, life and connection. The consequences 
which follow and do not follow arc, lhal bodies participate, and 
do not participate of soul. For so far as soul is present with 
bodies, so far they may be said to participate of soul ; but sc> far 
as it is separate from them, so far they do not participate of soul. 
And this foims the second hexad. 

The third hexad is as follows : If soul k not, the consequences 
to itself with respect to itself are, the non vital, the unessential, 
and the non-intelleclnal ; for not having any subsistence, it has 
neither essence,' nor life, nor intellect. The consequences which 
do not follow are, the ability to preserve itself, to give subsistence 
to, and be motive of itself, with every thing else of this kind. 
The consequences which follow and do not follow are, the 
unknown and the irrational. For not having a subsistence, it is 
in a certain respect unknown and irrational with respect to itself, 
as neither reasoning nor having any knowledge of itself ; but in 
another respect, it is neither irrational nor unknown, if it is con- 
sidered as a certain nature, which is not rational, nor endued with 
knowledge. 

Again, if soul is not, the consequences which follow to itself 
with respect to bodies are, to be«unprolific of them, to be un- 
mingled with, and to employ no providential enei^ies about them. 
The consequences which do not follow are, to move, vivify, and 
connect b<^ies. The consequences which follow and do not 
follow are, that it is different from bodies, and that it does not 

' I.e. Not being soul, it has not the essence of soul ; bat this does not 
prevent it from being something else. For the hypothesis is, if soul 
is mtf which is equi\i]ent to the assertion that if a thing is not soul, it 
is something dse. 
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communicate with them. For this in a certain respect is true, 
and not true, if that which is not soul is considered as having 
indeed a being, but unconnected with soul. For thus it is 
diderent from bodies, since these are perpetually connected 
with soul ; and again, it is not different fi'om b^ies, so far 
ns it has no subsistence, and is not. And this forms the third 
hexad. 

In the fourth place then, if soul is not, the consequences to 
bodies with respect to themselves are, the immovable, privation 
of difference according to life, and the privation of sympathy 
with each other. The consequences which do not follow are, a 
sensible knowledge of each other, and to be moved from them- 
selves. That which follows and does not follow is, to bo passive 
to each other. For in one respect they would be passive, and in 
another not ; since they would be alone corporeally and not 
vitally passive. 

Again, if soul is not, the consequences to other things with 
respect to it arc, not to be taken care of, not to be moved by 
soul. The consequences which do not follow arc, to be vivified 
and connected by soul. The consequences which follow and do 
not follow are, to bo assimilated and not assimilated to soul. 
For so far as soul having no subsistence, neither will bodies sub- 
sist, so far they will be assimilated to soul ; for they will suffer 
the same with it ; but so far as it is impossible for that which is 
not to be similar to any thing, so far bodies will have no simili- 
tude to soul. And this forms the fourth and last hexad. 

Hence we conclude, that soul is the cause of life, sympathy 
and motion to bodies ; and in short, of their being and preserva- 
tion. For soul subsisting, these arc at the same time intro- 
duced: but not subsisting, they are at the same time taken 
away. 

P. 1*22. Note. Hence there is something even beyond the one, 
— The most sublime of the arcane dogmas of the Platonic 
Theology is this, that the ineffable principle of things is some 
thing even beyond the one^ as is demonstrated by Proclus in his 
second book “ On the Theology of Plato,** and particularly by 
Damascius in his MS. treatise vipl “On Principles.** 

See my translation of the former of these works, and of an 
extract from the latter in the Additional Notes at the end of the 
third Volume of my Plato, and in my “ Dissertation on the 
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PhiloiOphj of Aristotle/*! From ' this extract, the fbUowing 
observations are selected. ^ The me is not the one as that which 
is smallest, but it is the onei as all things. For by its own sim- 
plicity it accedes to all things, and makes all things tO' be one. 
Hence all things proceed from it, because it is itself all things 
prior to all. Ajid as that which has an united subsistence is 
prior to things which are separated from each other, so the one is 
many prior to the many. All things, therefore, are from the one, 
and with reference to the one, as we are accustomed to say. If 
then according to a more usual manner of speaking, we call 
things which consist in multitude and separation all things, we 
must admit that the united, and in a still greater degree the one, 
are the principles of these. But if we consider these two as all 
things, and assume them in conjunction with all other things, 
according to habitude and co-ordination with them, we must then 
investigate another principle prior to all things, which it is no 
longer proper to consider in any way as all things, nor to co- 
arrange with its progeny. For if some one should say that the one, 
though it is all things which have in any respect a subsistence, 
yet is one prior to all things, and is more one than all things ; 
since it is one by itself, but all things as the cause of all, and 
according to a co-ordination with ail things ; — if this should be 
said, the one will thus be doubled, and we ourselves shall become 
doubled, and multiplied about its simplicity. For, by being the 
one it is all things after the most simple manner. At the same 
time also, though this should be said, it is necessary that the 
principle of all things should be exempt from all things, and con- 
sequently that it should be exempt from the most simple allness, 
and from a simplicity absorbing all things, such as is that the 
one. Our soul, therefore, prophesies that the principle which is 
beyond all things that can in any respect be conceived, is unco- 
ordinated with all things. Neither, therefore, mast it be called 
principle nor cause, nor that which is first nor prior to all things, 
nor beyond all things. By no means, therefore, must we cele- 
brate it as all. things, nor, in short, is it to be celebrated, or 
recalled into memory. We may also add, that the one is the 
summit of thf many,, no the. cause of the things proceeding from 
it: and that we form a iconoeption of the one according to a 
purified, suepjcion extended to. that which is most simple and 
most comprebensiTe.^' B.ut.that which is most venerable most 
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necessarily be incomprehensible by all conceptions and bus** 
picions; since also in other things, that which always soars 
beyond our conceptions is more honourable than that which 
is more obvious ; so that what flies from all our suspicions 
will be mpst honourable. But if this be the case, it is 
nothing. Let however nothing be twofold, one better than 
the onCi the other posterior to sensibles. If also we strive 
in vain in asserting these things, striving in vain is likewise 
twofold ; the one falling into the ineflablo, the other into that 
which in no respect whatever has any subsistence. For the 
latter also is ineffable, as Plato says, yet according to the worse, 
but the former according to the better. If, too, we search for a 
certain advantage arising from it, this is the most necessary 
advantage of all others, that all things proceed as from an 
adytum, from the ineffable, and in an ineffable nianner. For 
neither do they proceed as the one produces the many^ nor as the 
united things separated^ but as the inefiable similarly produces all 
things ineffably. But if in asserting these things concerning it, 
that it is ineffable, that it is no one of all things, that it is incom- 
prehensible, we subvert what wo say, it is proper to know that 
these are the names and words of onr parturitions, daring 
anxiously to explore it, and which, standing in the vestibules of 
the adytum, announce indeed nothing pertaining to the ineffable, 
but signify the manner in which we are affected about it, our 
doubts and disappointments ; nor yet this clearly, but through 
indications to such as are able to understand these investigations. 
We also sec that our parturitions suffer these things about the 
one^ and that in a similar maimer they are solicitous and sub- 
verted. For the one^ says Plato, if it is, is not (he one. But if 
it is not, no assertion can be adapted to it : so that neither cun 
there be a negation of it, nor can any name be given to it ; for 
neither is a name simple. Xor is there any opinion nor science 
of it. For neither are these simple; nor is intellect itself 
simple. So that the one is in every respect unknown and 
ineflable. 

“ What then ? Shall we investigate something else beyond 
the ineffable? Or perhaps, indeed, IMato leads us ineffably 
through the one as a medium, to the ineffable beyond the one 
which is now the subject of discussion ; and this by an ablation of 
the one, in the same manner as he leads us to the one by an abla- 
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tion of other things. But if having a^ccndod as far as to one 
he is silent, this also is becoming in Plato to be perfectly silent, 
after the manner of the ancients, concerning things in every 
respect unspeakable; for the discourse was indeed most dan- 
gerous in consequence of falling on idiotical ears. Hence that 
which is beyond the one is to be honoured in the most perfect 
silence, and prior to this, by the most perfect ignorance, which 
despises all knowledge.” ‘ 

And in another part of the same admirable work, he further 
observes : “ Ascending therefore to the one^ shall we meet with it 
as that which is known ? Or wishing to meet with it as sucli 
shall wo arrive at the unknown ? May we not say that each of 
these is true ? For wc meet with it afar off as that which is 
Ikr known ; and when we are miited to it from afar, passing beyond 
that in our nature which is gnostic of the one, then are we 
brought to be one, that is to be unknown instead of being 
gnostic. This contact, therefore, as of one with one, is above 
knowledge, but tbe other is as of that which is gnostic with that 
which is know'n. As, however, the crooked is known by the 
straight, so wc form a conjecture of the unknown by the known. 
And this indeed is a mode of knowledge. T^he one^ therefore, is so 
far known, that it does not admit of an approximating knowledge, 
but appears afar off as known, and imparts a gnostic indication 
of itself. Unlike other things, however, the nearer we approach 
to it, it is not the more, but on tbe contrary less known ; know- 
ledge being dissolved by the one into ignorance, since as wc have 
before observed where there is knowledge there is also separa- 
tion. But separation approaching to the one is inclosed in 
union ; so that knowledge also is refunded into ignorance. Thi.^^, 
too, the analogy of Plato requires. For first, we endeavour to 
sec the sun, and we do indeed sec it atar off ; but by how much 
the nearer we approach to it, by so much the less do we see it ; 
and at length, we neither see other things nor it, the eye becom- 
ing spontaneously dazzled by its light. Is therefore the one in 
in its proper nature unknown, though there is something else un- 

* As that which ia below all knowledge ia an ignorance worse than 
knowledge, so the silence in which our ascent to the inefiable terminates, 
is succeeded by an ignorance superior to all knowledge, it, however, 
be carefully rememl^red, that such an ignorance is only to be obtained 
after the most scientific and intellectual energies. 
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known besiMe th*i oitef llie one indeed wills to be by itself^ but 
with no oilier; but the imknowii, beyond the one^ is perfectly 
incirablc, which we acknowledge we neither know, nor are 
ignorant o(‘ but which has about itself super -ignorance. Hence 
by proximity to this the one itself is darkened : for being very 
near t<» the immense principle, if it be lawful so to speak, it 
remains as it were in the adytum of that truly mystic silence. 
Oil tliis account, Plato in speaking of it finds all lii.s assertions 
snlivericd: for it is near to the subversion of every thing, which 
takes jjlace about the first. It dilVcrs from it however in this, 
that it is one simply, and that according to the one it is also at 
the same time all things. But the first is above the one and all 
tliingSt being more simple than either of these.” 
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THE QUEST SERIES 

Edited by G. R. S. MEAD 

President of the Quest Society 

2 s, 6d. net each volume 

The “Quest Scries,” as its name implies, is intended for those who 
are interested in that search for truth which has never been pursued 
with more knowledge and enthusiasm than at the present day. The 
general editor of the series, himself a pioneer in psychological investiga- 
tion and Oriental studies, aims at putting at the disposal of the layman 
a set of studies, simply and clearly written by acknowledged experts, 
which shall embody the latest results of the study of comparative 
religion, philosophy and science, as working together to broaden and 
deepen our conception of life, 

VOL UMES N O W REA DY, 

Psychical Research. By James H. Hyslop, Ph.D., 

LL.D., Secretary of the Psychical Research Society of America. 

The Quest of the Holy Grail. By Jessie L. Weston, 

Author of “The Legend of Sir Perceval,” “Sir Gawain at the 
Grail Castle,” etc. 

Jewish Mysticism. By J. Abelson, Lit.D., Principal 

of Aria College, Portsmouth. 

Mystics of Islam. By Reynold A. Nicholson, M.A., 

Litt.D , LL.D., Lecturer in Persian, Cambridge University. 

Buddhist Psychology. By Mrs. Rhys Davids, M.A., 

K. H.A., Lecturer in Indian Philosophy, Manchester University. 

I N PREPARATI ON. 

The Ethical and Social Significance of Person- 

ality. By William Brown, M.A., D.Sc., Lecturer in 
Psychology, King's College, 

- Catholic Mysticism. By Baron Friedrich Von 

HUgel, Author of “The Mystical Element of Religion.” 

The Interpretation of Nature from Aristotle to 

Bergson. By J. Arthur Thomson, M.A., Regius Professor 
of Natural History, Aberdeen University. 

Ruysbroeck. By Evelyn Underhill, Author of 

“ Mysticism ” and “ The Mystic Way,” etc. 


LONDON: G. BELL AND SONS LTD. 




•^THE MOST REMARKABLE SINGLE VOLUME 
EVER PUBLISHED,” 


Webster’s New 
International Dictionary 

SPECIAL FEATURES. 

400,000 words and phrases defined. More than has ever 
appeared before between two covers. 

3700 pages, every line of which has been revised and reset, and yet 
the new book is practically the same size. 

6000 Illustrations, each selected for the clear explication of the 
term treated. 

Divided page: important words above, less important below. 
“Webster** is the only Dictionary containing this important 
feature. 

Encyclopiedic Information upon thousands of subjects. This 
one volume contains the pith and essence of an authoritative 
library. 

New Discoveries and Inventions in Medicine, Science, and 
Technology are fully described and illustrated. 

Literary Quotations. No Dictionary approaches “Webster** in 
the number and variety of its Illustrative Literary Quotations. In 
the “New International** these have been much increased in 
number. 

Synonyms are more skilfully treated than in any other English work. 

Gazetteer and Biographical Dictionary have been thoroughly 
revised and brought up to date. 

Pronunciation is phonetically indicated by the “WEBSTER** 
SYSTEM of re-spelling, the simplest and most effective method 
used in any work of reference. 


Write for a copy of the Illustrated Booklet ^ with specimen pa}^es and 
full information concerning the ** New IniemationaN^ 

Reod. 

B. R. No...£Xj^*. 













